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I I am ſurprized to hear this Bill repreſented 1739. 
FP} as a Reſtraint upon the Crown, with regard | 

to its Power of rewarding Merit. Can the Fe _ of 

Publication, or open Declaration of ſuch a ing tan. 


id a | alile & 

0. — Reward, be any Reſtraint either upon the 
e- Giver or Receiver? My Lords, when the Reward is given 
lt for real and honourable Services, the Publication of it adds 
d, Honour both to the Giver and Receiver; and, therefore, I 
alt am convinced, that neither the Giver | nor Receiver will 
n, ever deſire to have the Gratuity concealed, but when it is 
Nr 
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given for ſome infamous Piece of Service; and if this Bill 
ſhould be a Reftraint upon the Power of giving Rewards for 
ſuch Services, I hope, no Lord will fay, it ought to be an Ob- 
jection to the Bill. For my Part, I am ſo far from think- 
ing it wrong, to oblige the Members of the other Houſe to 
give an Account publicly of the Rewards and Gratuities they 
receive from the Crown, that I wiſh we had a Law for oblig» 
ing every Man in the Kingdom to do the ſame. It would be 
of ſo far from leſſening, that it would render the Favaurs of the 
Crown more honourable than they ever can otherwiſe be. We 
have a noble Duke amongſt us, who now poſſeſſes an Eſtate 
1 that was 12 by the Crown to his Anceſtor, with the Conſent 
. of both Houſes of Parliament, and with the Approbation, I am 
4 ſure, of a great Majority of the Nation! It was a Reward 
W given for real and great Services; and the giving it in this pub- 
þ lic Manner, will be a laſting Honour to this Man that received 
4 it, to the Queen that gave it, and to the Nation thatapproved of it, 


The Duke of Newcafth. | 
2 * My Lords, as one of the greateſt Grievances a Society can The Duke of 
I be plagued with, is a Multiplicity of unneceſſary, ineffectual, Newcaſtle, 
and inconvenient Laws, when we are to give our Conſent to the 
paſſing of a new Law, for remedying a Grievance already felt, 
he or preventing one that is foreſeen, we ought to conſider mature- 
| ly, whether the Law propoſed be neceſſary, whether it will be 
effectual, and what Inconveniencies it may be attended with. In 
theſe three ſeveral Lights I have conſidered the Bill now before 
ns; and the Reſult in every one of them, ſo far as I can judge, 
1739. a FE WM 
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Ann. 13 Geo. Il. is no Way favourable for the Bill. With regard to the Neceſſity 
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of it, I muſt obſerve, that no Bill for preventing a Grievance, 
can be ſo neceſſary as one brought in for remedy ing a-Grievance z 
and, therefore, a Bill of the former Sort, before it can merit our 
Approbation, as to the Neceſſity of it, ought to ſtand unim- 
peached as to the two other Heads. It cannot be ſaid, that the 
Bill now under our Conſideration is a Bill for remedying a Grie- 
vance already felt. We have before us no Proof of there being 
at preſent any one Penſioner or bribed Perſon in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. No ſuch Fact has been aſſerted even by the warmeſt Ad: 
vocates for this Bill, nor is there ſo much as an Inſinuation of it 
in any Part of the Preamble. 'The Bill, therefore, is intended 
for preventing a Grievance, or a Danger, which ſome amongſt us 


pretend to foreſee ; and the Neceſſity for the Bill muſt be in Pro- 


portion to the Perſpicuity and Certainty of that Foreſight. 

Now, my Lords, for my own Part, I muſt confeſs, the Dan - 
ger pretended to be apprehended, is to me neither perſpicuous nor 
certain. My foreſeeing Faculty may, perhaps, be leſs extenſive 
than that of others; but whilſt the Members of the other Houſe 


are, for the moſt Part, Gentlemen of the beſt Families and For- 


tunes in the Kingdom, as they now are, and, I think, muſt al- 
ways be, I can neyer think our Conſtitution in any Danger from 


Corruption; becauſe it is upon our Conſtitution their Eſtates and 


Families depend; and it cannot be ſuppoſed, that a Gentleman 
of a large Eſtate and antient Family, will conſent to render both 
precarious, by putting an End to our Conſtitution, for the Sake of 
any Penſion or Bribe, it is even now in the Power of the Crown 
to beſtow ; eſpecially when he conſiders, that even his Penfion 
muſt ceaſe, or the Poſſeſſing of his Bribe will become precarious, 
as ſoon as our Conſtitution is deſtroyed. For this Reaſon, ſup- 
poſe we ſhould fall under the Misfortune of having a Prince up- 
on the Throne, that formed Projects againſt our Liberties, yet, 
I cannot think, it would be in the Power of that Prince, to 
render his Projects ſucceſsful, by bribing the Members of the 
other Houſe, unleſs he ſhould firſt turn out of it, moſt of thoſe 
who have any Eſtates of their own to depend on; and I can- 
not ſee how this is poſſible, conſidering the Methods preſcribed 
by our Conſtitution, for a Gentleman's acquiring and preſerving 
a Right to ſit in that Houſe. The Danger pretended to be ap- 
prehended, is, therefore, ſo far from being foreſeen by me, 
that I do not think it poſſible for us to fall into any ſuch, and, 
conſequently, I muſt think the Bill quite unneceſſary. 

Then, my Lords, as to its being effectual: Can any one ſup- 


| Poſe, that a Man who is wicked enough to fell his Country for 


a Bribe, would have any Regard for Perjury ? Can it be 
ſuppoſed, that he would refuſe to take the Oath preſcribed 
by this Bill, or that he would, in the leaſt, boggle at deny- 
ing, upon Oath, his having ever received any Penſion, = 
m— wa 
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Reward, or Gratuity from the Crown? Such a Man will al- Ann. 1; Geo. It. 


ways ſtand more in Awe of a Penalty, than of any Oath 
you can invent; and the Penalties of Perjury can be no more 
terrible to him, than equal Penalties which may be inflicted 
by Law, without interpoſing the ſacred Solemnity of an Oath. 
It will always be as difficult to prove the Perjury, as to 
prove the Bribery ; becauſe the latter Crime muſt be proved, 
before the Criminal can be convicted of the former; and, 
therefore, if the Secrecy of the Crime be an Encouragement 
for Men to be guilty of Sue Tom. it will be an equal Encourage- 
ment for their being guilty of Perjury, by denying their Corrup- 
tion upon Oath. From hence, I think, it is . t, that 
the Bill now before us may occaſion a great deal of Per- 
jury, without having the leaſt Effect, as to preventing the 
Danger we may be in from Corruption. 
This, of occaſioning wa 8 Perjuries, and thereby render- 
ing the Crime familiar and frequent in other Caſes as well 
as this, will, in my Opinion, be a moſt certain, and a moſt 
fatal Conſequence of paſſing the Bill now before us into a 
Law; but this, my Lords, is far from being the only Incon- 
venience it will be attended with. If this Bill, however a- 
mended, ſhould be paſſed into a Law, it will be attended with 
ſo many, and ſuch dangerous Inconveniencies, that nothing, 
J think, but the utmoſt Neceſſity ſhould prevail with us to 
agree to it. Suppoſe a Gentleman ſhould be candid enough 
to declare to the other Houſe any Gratuity or Reward he 
receives from tlie Crown, can any one tell what ſuch an Aſ- 
ſembly may do upon ſuch a Declaration? They may, there- 
upon, vote him guilty of Bribery, and not only expel him, 
but commit him to Newgate, and addreſs his Majefty to or- 
der his Attorney-General to proſecute him. In this Caſe, 
no Merit, no public Service would be admitted as an Ex- 
caſe : Even Admiral Vernon himſelf might be treated in this 
Manner, notwithſtanding his great Services, if he happened 
to make ſuch a Declaration in a Houſe of Commons that 
did not like his Face. I ſhall grant, that the Penalties can 
be recovered only by a Proſecution at Common Law, and 
upon ſuch Proſecution the Judge and Jury are not bound to 
follow the Judgment of the Houſe of Commons ; but ſuch a pre- 
vious Judgment would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to 
the Perſon accuſed ; for a Judge would be loth to direct the Jury, 
or determine, contrary tothe Judgment of a Houſe of Commons. 
Such a Declaration might, therefore, be, in many Caſes, 
of the moſt fatal Conſequence to ſome of the belt and moſt 
faithful Servants of the Crown. [If a Houſe of Commons 
ſhould, at any Time, become factious, and that ſuch a Thing 
may happen, will not, I believe, be denied, the ableſt and moſt 
faithful Servants of the Crown would be in the greateſt Dan- 
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er, if they happen'd to be Members of the other Houſe; 

Nov, ſuch a Declaration might be of the moſt dangerous 
Conſequence to ſome of your Lordſhips; for if any Mem- 
ber of the other Houſe ſhould receive a well-merited Reward from 
the Crown, and ſhould declare it to the Houſe, as he would be 
obliged to do, ſhould this Bill be paſſed into a Law, they might 


| firſt vote it Bribery, and then enquire who it was that gave it, 


or adviſed giving it; and if, upon ſuch Enquiry, it ſhould ap- 
ar, that any of your Lordſhips had been concerned in giving 
or adviſing it, they might, and out, putts make it a 
Ground of Impeachment againſt that Lord who had conveyed, 
or adviſed giving, what they had voted to be a corrupt Gratuity 
or Reward. Ws RY; | 
Thus, my Lords, the Bill now before us, ſhould it paſs into 
a Law, might be made a Handle for oppreſſing the beſt Servants 
of the Crown, and, on the other hand, it may become a Screen 
for Penſioners and corrupted Members; for, by this Bill, the o- 
ther Houle is not obliged to remove a Penſioner, even after he 
has declared that he is ſo; and if a Majority of them were Pen- 
ſioners, it is not to be ſuppoſed, they would remove any Man for 
Having a Penſion. Some Excuſe would be found for the molt 
corrupt Reward that could be given, for the molt flagrant Bribery 
that could be made uſe of. Ihe moſt notorious Penſioner would 
regularly declare every Year to the Houſe, that he had received 
ſuch a Sum of Money from the Crown, as a Reward for ſome 
ſuppoſed public Services, and the Houſe would, every Year, de- 
clare it to be no Penſion, but a proper and juſt Reward. This 
would, of courſe, prevent any Member's being proſecuted for 
fitting and voting in that Houſe, after having a Penſion ſettled 
upon him by the Crown; for no private Man would venture to 
proſecute, after a Houle of Commons had. declared, that there 
was no Ground for fuch a Proſecution ; and thus the Bill, now 
under our Conſideration, inſtead of enforcing, would invalidate 
the Laws we have now in being, for preventing Penſioners from 
having Seats in the Houſe of mons. | 
I think Thave now ſhewn, my Lords, that this Biil is unne- 
ceſlaty, that it will be ineffectual, and that it will be attended 
with many and great Inconveniencies. Theſe are the Lights in 


which it appears to me, and no Lord that views it in the ſame 


Light, can, I think, give his Conſent to the p fling it into a 


Law. As for the Effect, our rejecting it may have upon the 


People without Doors, I am extremely eaſy about it. I believe, 


no one will doubt m, Affection for our preſent Royal Family, 


or my Zeal for their Preſervation and Security; but I can never 


be induced to think, that their Security depends upon our paſſing 


vnneceſſary Laws, and much leis upon our paſſing ſuch a Law as 
lis which, in my Opinion, would very much diminiſh the 
Prerogative of the Crown. "The Power of rewarding Merit, 
2 | | without 


the Parties; which is a Me 
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the chiefeſt Prerogatives, and one of the firmeſt Supports of the 
Choi ; and as this Power would, by the Bill now before us, 


- ſhould it paſs into a Law, be expoſed to the daily Controul of 


the Houſe of Commons, I am fure, 'no Man that views it in 
the Light I do, and wiſhes well to the Royal Family, can find 
Fault with our rejekting it. The Ore of our preſent Royal 
Family depends upon the Preſervation of our Conſtitution in all 
its Parts. The Liberties and Privileges of the People have, ever 


ſince the Acceſſion of this Family, remained untouched, un- 


attempted to be encroached on by the Crown; and in Return, 
the People ought not, T think, to attempt'to encroach upon the 
Prerogatives of the Crown. It is upon this mutual Juſtice and 
Moderation, the Preſervation of our Conftitution * : It is 
upon this the Security of our preſent Royal Family depends; 
and, therefore, I hope, your Lordſhips will unanimouſly agree, 
not only in refuſing this Motion, but in rejecting the Bill. 


The Earl of Chefterfield. 3 


without the Controul of either Houſe of Parliament, is one of Au- 23 Geo. M. 
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© My Lords, it is now fo late, and fo much has been ld in 0/15 221 of 
Favour of the Queſtion, by Lords much abler than I, that 1 


ſhall detain you but a very ſhort While with what I have to ay 
upon the Subject. Tt has been ſaid, by a noble Duke, that this 
Bill can be look'd on, only as a Bill for preventing a Grievance 
that is foreſeen, and not as a Bill for remedying a Grievance that 
is already felt, becauſe it is not aſſerted, nor ſo much az inſinu- 
ated in the Preamble of the Bill, that any corrupt Practices are 


'now made uſe of for gaining an undue Influence over the other 


Houfe. My Lords, this was the very Reaſon for bringing in the 
Bill: They could not aſſert that any ſuch Practices are now made 
uſe of, without a Proof; and the Means for coming at this Proof, 
is what they want, and what they propoſe to get by this Bill. 
They ſuſpect there are ſuch Practices, but they cannot prove 
it: The Crime is of ſuch a ſecret Nature, that it can very ſel- 
dom be proved by Witneſſes; and, therefore, they want to 
it to the Trial, at leaſt, of war Þ pr vg by the Oath of one of 
often taken in Caſes that can 
admit of ho other Proof. 'This is, therefore, no Argument of 
the Grievance's not being felt ; for a Man may, very ſenſibly, 
feel a Grievance, and yet may not be able to prove it. 

That there is a Suſpicion of ſome ſuch Practiees being now 
made uſe of, or that they will ſoon be made uſe of, the many 
Remonftrances from all Partsof the united Kingdoms are a ſuf- 
ficient Proof: 'That this Suſpicion has crept into the other Houſe, 
their having ſo frequently ſent up this Bill, is a manifeſt Demon - 
ſtration, and a ſtrong Argument for its being neceſſary to have 


tome ſuch Bill paſſed into a Law. The otner Houſe muſt be al- | 


lowed 
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Ann. 73 Geo, 41, lowed, to be better Judges of what paſſes, or may pa, within 


their own Walls, than we can pretend to be. It is evident, they 


—y— ſuſpet, that corrupt Practices have been, or may ſoon be made 


uſe of, for gaining an undue Influence over ſome of their Mem- 
bers; and they have caculated this Bill for curing the Evil if it 
is felt, for preventing it if it is only foreſeen. I hat any ſuch 
Practices have actually been made uſe of, or are now made uſe 
of, is what I ſhall not pretend to affirm ; but, I am ſure, I ſhall 
not affirm the contrary. If any ſuch are made uſe of, I will, 
with Confidence, vindicate his Majeſty. I am ſure he knows 
nothing of them. I am ſure he would diſdain to ſuffer them; 
but I cannot paſs ſuch a Compliment upon his Miniſters, nor up- 
on any Set of Miniſters that ever was, or will be, in this Nati- 
on; and therefore, I think, I cannot more faithfully, more ef- 
ſectually, ſerve his preſent Majeſty, as well as his Succeſſors, 
than by putting it out of the Power of a Miniſter to gain any cor- 
rupt Influence over either Houſe of Parliament. Such an At- 
tempt may be neceſſary for the Security of the Miniſter ; but 
can never be neceſſary for, muſt always be inconſiſtent with, the 
Security of his Maſter ; and the more neceſſary it is for the Mis 
niſter's Security, the more inconſiſtent it will always be with the 
King's, and the more dangerous to the Liberties of the Nation. 
To pretend, my. Lords that this Bill diminiſhes, or any Way 
encroaches upon the Prerogative, is ſomething very ſtrange. 
What Prerogative, my Lords? Has the Crown a Prerogative to 
bribe, to infringe the Laws, by ſending its Penſioners into the 
other Houſe ? To ſay fo, is deſtroying the Credit, the Authority 
of the Crown, under Pretence of fupporting its Prerogative. k 
his Majeſty knew, that any Man received a Penſion from him, 
or any Thing like a Penſion, and yet kept his Seat in the other 
Houſe, he would himſelf declare it, or withdraw his Penſion, 
becauſe he knows it is againſt Law. This Bill, therefore, no 
Way diminiſhes or encroaches upon the Prerogatives of the 
Crown, which can never be exerciſed but for the public Good: 
It diminiſhes only the Prerogatives uſurped by Miniſters, which 
are never exerciſed but for its Deſtruftion. The Crown ma) 
{till reward Merit in the proper Way, that is, openly. The Bi 
is intended, and can operate only againſt clandeſtine Rewards or 
Gratuities given by Miniſters : Theſe are ſcandalous, and never 
were, nor will be given but for ſcandalous Services. 
True Generoſity, and true Merit, my Lords, delight in Sun- 
ſhine. It is glorious to reward true Merit, it is glorious to re- 
ceive the Reward ; and, therefore, whoever gives or receives 
the Reward, will be fond of doing it publicly, and of declaring 
it openly, without Fear of being impeached of Corruption. When 
Admiral Vernon was a Member of the other Houſe, the Majo- 
rity was generally againſt him: They did not then like his Face; 
and, 1 believe, if he were ſtill a Member, they would as 11. 
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like it now; yet, if he ſhould receive a Reward from the Crown, Ann. 13 Geo. II. 
that Majority would not, I believe, vote that Reward to be a 7739: 


Bribe. I am ſenſible, Majorities have ſometimes done very ex- 
traordinary Things; but yet, I do not believe, they would do 
this; becauſe that Admiral has ſo well deſerved a Reward. He 
has done with /i Ships, about zoco Seamen, and 200 tattered 
Soldiers from Famaica, what, we were told, could not be done 
by a large Squadron, and, at leaſt, 8000 Seamen, when our 


Ships and Sailors lay rotting at the Ba/limento's. When War 


was reſolved on, he was called from plowing the Ground, to plow 
the Main ; and as the Service of his Country required Diſpatch, 
he deſired but hee Days to ſettle his Family-Affairs. In Time 
of Peace he was never employed : He was even diſappointed in 
his Preferment. The Reaſon is plain: He was not fit for thoſe 
Services that entitle our Sea and Land-Captains to Preferment in 
Time of Peace : He had ſhewed it, when he was a Member of 
the other Houſe ; and this, I believe, is the true Reaſon of his 
not being a Member now. But if he ſhould be a Member in 
the next Parliament, as he probably will, if he lives, the paſ 
ſing of this Bill, could no Way prevent his Majeſty from reward- 
ing him in any Manner he may then think fit; nor could his 
accepting of the Reward ſubject him to any Inconvenience or 
Danger. IN | | 
This Bill can, therefore, no Way affect the Prerogatives of 
the Crown, or prevent any Man's receiving a juſt and well-de- 
ſerved Reward ; which is the only Reward the Crown ought, or 
has any Title, even from Prerogative, to beſtow ; for this Pre- 
rogative, like all the other Prerogatives of the Crown, is fo far 
ſubject to the Controul of Parliament, that, if it be abuſed, the 
Parliament may enquire into, and puniſh the Adviſers of that 
Abuſe. As for the Inconveniencies that may ariſe from the o- 
ther Houſe's unjuſtly expelling or impriſoning any of its own 
Members, or from its ſcreening Penſioners and corrupt Members, 
they may ariſe, tho' this Bill be never paſſed into a Law; and 
will more probably ariſe if it is not, than if it is; for Injuſtice 
of all Kinds, is more to be feared from a corrupt Houſe of 
Commons, under the Influence of a wicked and infolent Mini- 
ſter, than from the moſt ſactious Houſe of Commons that ever 
appeared, or can appear' in this Kingdom ; becauſe the Crown 
would certainly put an End to the latter, before it could do any 
Miſchief ; but the former will be patronized and continued, as 
long as the Crown is under the Direction of ſuch a Miniſter ; 
or, at leaft, till that Miniſter has got it into his Power, to get 
a new one Choſen, as abandoned, and as much under his In- 
fluence as the old. _ | 
It is very remarkable, my Lords, it is even diverting, to ſee 
ſuch a Squeamiſhnels about Perjury upon this Occaſion, among 
thoſe, who, upon other Occaſions, have invented and enacted 
a Multitudes 
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Ann, 13Geo. II. Multitudes of Oaths, to be taken by Men who are under great 
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1739 + Temptations, from their private Intereſt, to be guilty of Per- 


jury. Is not this the Caſe of almoſt every Oath that relates to 
the Collection of the public Revenue, or to the Exerciſe of any 
Office? Is not this Perjury one of the chief Objections made by 
the Diſſenters againſt the Teſt and Corporation-Act? And ſhall 
we ſhew a leſs Concern for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution, 
than for the Preſervation of our Church? The Reverend Bench 
ſhould be cautious of making uſe of this Argument; for if they 
will not allow us an Oath for the Preſervation of the former, it 
may induce many People to think, they ought not to be allowed 
an Oath for the Preſervation of the latter. 15 
By this Time, I hope, my Lord, all the Inconveniencies pre · 
tended to ariſe from this Bill, have evaniſhed ; and, therefore, 
I ſhall conſider ſome of the Arguments brought to ſhew, that 
it is not neceſſary. Here I muſt obſerve, that moſt of the Ar- 
guments made uſe of for this Purpoſe, are equally ſtrong for a 
Repeal of the Laws we have now in being, againſt admitting 
Penſioners to fit and vote in the other Houſe. If it be impoſſible 
to ſuppoſe, that a Gentleman of great Eſtate, and antient Fami- 
ly, can, by a Penſion, be influenced to do what he ought not 
to do, and if we muſt ſuppoſe that none but ſuch Gentlemen can 
ever get into the other Houſe, I am ſure, the Laws for preyent- 
ing Penſioners from having Seats in that Houſe, are quite un- 
neceſlary, and ought to be repealed. Therefore, if theſe Ar- 
guments prevail with your Lordſhips to put a Negative upon 
the preſent Queſtion, I ſhall expe& to ſee that Negative followed 
by a Motion for the Repeal of thoſe Laws: Nay, in a few Seſ- 
ſions, I ſhall expect to ſee, a Bill brought in, for preventing any 
Man's being a Member of the other Houſe, but ſuch as have 
ſome Place or Penſion under the Crown. As an Argument for 
ſuch a Bill, it muſt be faid, that his Majeſty's moſt faithful 
Subjects ought to be choſen Members of Parliament, and that 
thoſe Gentlemen will always be moſt faithful to the King, that 
receive the King's Money. I ſhall grant, my Lords, that ſuch 
Gentlemen will always be the mot faithful, and the moſt obe- 
dient to the Miniſter ; but for this very Reaſon, I ſhould be 
for excluding moſt of them from Parliament. The King's real 
Intereſt, however much he may be made by his Miniſter to 
miſtake it, muſt always be the ſame with the People's, but the 
Miniſter's Intereſt is generally diſtin from, and often contrary 
to both ; therefore, 1 ſhall always be for excluding, as much as 
poſſible, from Parliament, every Man who is under the leaſt 
Inducement to prefer the Intereſt of the Miniſter, to that of 
both King and People ; and this I take to be the Caſe of every 
Gentleman, let his Eſtate and Family be what they will, that 
holds a Penſion at the Will of the Miniſter, 
15 5 Thoſe 
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| Thoſe who ſay, they depend ſo much upon the Honour, Annox2. Geo II. 


Integrity, and Impartiality of Men of Family and Fortune, 
ſeem to think, our Conſtitution can never be diſſolved, as 
long as we: have the Shadow of a Parliament. My Opinion, 
my Lords, is ſo very different, that, if ever our Conſtitu- 
tion be diſſolved, if ever an abſolute Monarchy be eftabliſh- 
ed in this Kingdom, I ani convinced, it will be under that 
Shadow. Our Conſtitution conſiſts in the two Houſes of 
Parliament's being a Check upon the Crown, as well as 
upon one another. If that Check ſhould ever be removed, if 
the Crown ſhould, by corrupt Means, by Places, Penſions, 
and Bribes, get the abſolute Direction of our two Houſes of 
Parliament, our Conſtitution will, from that Moment, be 
deſtroyed. There would be no Occafion for the Crown to 
proceed any farther : It would be ridiculous to lay aſide the 


Forms of Parliament; for under that Shadow, our King 


would be more abſolute, and might govern more arbitrarily 
than he could do without it. A Gentleman of Family and 
Fortune would not, perhaps, for the Sake of a Penſion, a- 
gree to lay aſide the Forms of Government; becauſe by his 
venal Service there, he earns his infamous Penſion, and could 
not expect the Continuance of it, if thoſe Forms were laid 
aſide; but a Gentleman of Family and Fortune, may, for 
the Sake of a Penſion, whilſt he is in Parliament, approve 
of the moſt blundering Meaſures, conſent to the moſt ex- 
ceſſive and uſeleſs Grants, enact the moſt oppreſſive Laws, 
paſs the moſt villainous Accounts, acquit the moſt heinous 
Criminals, and condemn the moſt innocent Perſons, at the 
Deſire of that Miniſter who pays him his Penſion. And if 
a Majority of each Houſe of Parliament conſiſted of ſuch 
Men, would it not be ridiculous in us to talk of our Conſti- 
tution, or to ſay we had any Liberty left? 

This Misfortune, this terrible Condition we may be re- 
duced to by Corruption: As brave, as free a People as we, 
the Romans, were reduced to it by the ſame Means; and to 
prevent ſuch a horrid Cataſtrophe, is the Deſign of this 
Bill. If it had begun in this Houſe, it might, perhaps, 
have been look'd on as ſome Sort of Reflection upon the 
other; but as it began in the other Houſe, the Reflection 
will be upon us, if we do not paſs it, with proper Clauſes 
for preventing an infamous Penſion being given to any of 
the Members of this Houſe. Vour Lordſhips are not, tis 
true, ſo much liable to Corruption as the other Houſe: 
You have great Eſtates: There are but few amongſt us 
whoſe hard Fate has not furniſhed them with an Eſtate ſuf- 
ficient for ſupporting their Dignity. But Corruption is in- 


fectious, my Lords, if it ſhould get into the other Houſe, 
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Lord Hervey. 


laid aſide. : 


my Lords, for making Laws againſt it. It would appear fo 
horrible, that no Man would allow it to approach him. 


fore, if People would but conſider, they would always re- 


in favour of the Bill, have miſtaken the Argument now pro- 


| fary Length. Corruption, my Lords, is ſuch a vile, ſuch a 
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us; and ſhould Corruption ever enter this Houſe, either to 


Cravings of Avarice, we ſhall loſe all Character: We ſhall 
become entirely uſeleſs ; and then, indeed, we ought to be 


If People would at all think, if they would conſider the 
Conſequences of Corruption, there would be no Occaſion, 


The Corrupted ought to conſider, that they do not fell their 
Vote or their Country only: Theſe, perhaps, they may 
diſregard ; but they fell, likewiſe, themſelves : They be- 
come the Bond-ſlaves of the Corruptor, who corrupts them, 
not for their Sakes, but for his own. No Man ever corrupt- 
ed another, .for theSake of doing him a Service ? and there- 


ject the Offer with Diſdain. But this is not to be expected. 
The Hiſtories of all Countries, the Hiſtories even of our 
own Country ſhew, it is not to be depended on. The 
profered Bribe, People think, will fatisfy the immediate 
Cravings of ſome infamous Appetite ; and this makes them 
ſwallow the alluring Bait, tho' the Liberties of their Coun- 
try, the Happineſs of their Poſterity, and even their own 
Liberty, evidently depend upon their refuſing it. This makes 
it neceſſary, in every free State, to contrive, if poſſible, ef- 
fectual Laws againſt Corruption; and as the Laws we now 
have for excluding Penfioners from the other Houſe, are 
allowed to be ineffectual, we ought to make a Trial, at 
leaſt, of the Remedy now propoſed ; for tho? it ſhould prove 
ineffectual, it will be attended with this Advantage, that it 
will put us upon contriving ſome other Remedy that may 
be effectual; and the ſooner ſuch a Remedy is contrived and 
applied, the leſs Danger we ſhall be expoſed to, of falling 
into that fatal Diſtemper, from which no free State, where 
it has once become general, has ever yet recovered. 

Lord Herwer. 

My Lords, > | $$ 

The Argument has been already ſo fully canvaſſed, and 
the Bill now under your Lordſhips Conſideration ſo mi- 
nutely and io carefully diſſected and expoſed, that I ſhould 
have given you no Trouble upon the preſent Occaſion, if 
J had not obſerved, that the noble Lords who have ſpoke 


perly under our Conſideration, and have, by that Means, 
drawn the Debate to an immoderate, and a very unneceſ- 


dangerous 
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or to ſay that corrupt Penſioners ought not to be excluded 
from having Seats in either Houſe of Parliament. I am 
ſure no ſuch Thing has been attempted by any Lord who 
has ſpoke againſt this Bill; and therefore, I cannot think 
there was the leaſt Occaſion for any of that Eloquence and 


Wit, that have been made uſe of for explaining the Danger 


and the Deformity of Corruption. The Nature and Conſe- 
quences of Corruption have nothing to do in this Debate; 
and, if all that has been ſaid upon that Subject, by Lords 


who have ſpoke in Favour of the Bill, had been left out, 


the real Subject now before us would have been long ſince 
exhauſted. The Queſtion now before us is not, whether 
Corruption be a good or a bad Thing, but whether the Me- 
thods propoſed by this Bill be proper for preventing it; and 
upon this Queſtion, I muſt agree with thoſe who think, that 
they are improper, that they are dangerous, and that they 
will certainly be found altogether ineffectual. | 
We have been told, my Lords, that this Bill is intended 
only as an Enforcement of the Laws now in being for ex- 
cluding Penſioners from having Seats in the other Houle z 
but, it we examine it ſtrictly, I believe, it will be found 
to reach a great deal farther. I know that by the Laws 
now in being, evety one who has a Penſion during Pleaſure, 
or for any Number of Years, either in his own Name, or 
in the Name of another Perſon in Whole or in Part for his 
Benefit, is excluded from having a Seat in the other Houſe z 
but I do not know that there is, as yet, any Law in being, 
for excluding thoſe who have either received any deſerved 
Reward or Favour from the Crown, on Account of ſome 
eminent Service they have rendered to the Public; and, 
tho' there are in this Bill no expreſs Words for excluding 
ſuch Men, yet, in Effect, it gives the other Houſe a Power 
to exclude them as often as they have a Mind, which is 
certainly a very great Innovation in our Conſtitution, and 
It is a Power that ought not, I think, to be lodged in the 
other Houſe ſingly. If it ſhould be thought neceſſary to 
exclude all ſuch Men from having Seats in the other Houſe, 
they ought to be excluded by an expreſs Law for that Pur- 
poſe, as Penſioners now are; or if it ſhould be thought ne- 
ceſſary to ſubje& every Member of the other Houſe that re- 
ceives any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown, to a Trial, 
in order to determine whether that Gratuity or Reward 
ought to be called Corruption, that Trial ought to be by 
the Laws of his Country, and not by the arbitrary Vote 
of the other Houſe of Parliament, which will be the certain 
Conſequence of paſſing this Bill into a Law; for when a 
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Gentleman declares, he has received ſuch a Gratuity or RE 
ward from the Crown, we are not to ſuppoſe, the other 
Hou'e will let it reſt there, they will certainly take —_ 
them to determine, whether it was given for any public 
Service, or as a Bribe for his voting in their Houſe ; and, 
in this Caſe, it is to be feared, they will try the Perſon much 
oftner than the Cauſe. _ 25 5 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, ſuppoſing it were neceſſary 
to exclude from the other Houſe, or ſubject to a Trial, eve- 


ry Man that, during his Continuance in that Houſe, ſhall re. 


ceive any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown, I think the 


Method propoſed by this Bill, a very improper Method for 


doing it. But this is far from being the only Impropriety 
that may be objected againſt the Bill. The Words Grati- 
tuity or Reward are ſo general, and may be applied to ſuch 
'Trifles. that, in my Opinion, it would be ridiculous to oblige 
Gentlemen to make a ſolemn Declaration of every Gratuity 
cr Reward they receive from the Crown. A Horſe or a 
Watch, nay, the leaſt 'Trifle that can be given by the 
Crown, may be called a Gratuity; and ſurely it would be 
ridiculous to oblige a Gentleman to make a ſolemn Declara- 
tion, before one of the Branches of our Legiſlature, of his 
having received ſuch a Trifle from the Crown: Yet, if you 
paſs the Bill with theſe general Words in it, the Receipt of 
every ſuch Trifle muſt be ſolemnly declared; and what is 
fill worſe, even that Trifle may, by a fa&ious Houſe of 
Commons, be interpreted as a Bribe, and the Receiver ex- 
pelled as an infamous and corrupt Member. 

From theſe few Remarks, my Lords, the Impropriety of 
the Methods propoſed by this Bill for preventing Corruption 
muſt, I think, manifeſtly appear; and I ſhall next endea- 
vour to ſhew, that they may be of the moſt dangerous Con- 
ſequence, not only to our Conſtitution, but to every Gentle- 
man that ſhall. hereafter be a Member of the other Houſe. 
When a Gentleman has by public Services merited, and the 
Crown has by a well-judged Gratitude beſtowed a juſt Re- 
ward, I hope, even the Terrors of Corruption will not 
prevail with us to ſay, that a Gentleman, for receiving ſuch 
a Reward, ought to be excluded the Houſe of Commons; 
and yet, if this Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, no Gentleman, 
while he is a Member of the other Houſe, could receive 4 
Reward from the Crown, let his Merit be what it will, with- 
out running the Riſk of being expelled that Houſe, and 
loaced with the Infamy of his having betrayed his Country 
for the Sake of a corrupt Reward from the Crown; for 
whatever Gratuity or Acknowledgment he receives from the 
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then he a to ſtand the Event of a Vote, whether that Gra- Anno 14. Geb. TI. 
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Services he has rendered the Public, or a Bribe from the . 


tuity ſhall be deemed a Reward from the Crown, for the 


Miniſter for his having approved of his Meaſures in that 
Houſe. In this Caſe,” if the Majority of the Houſe, per- 
haps not half full, ſhould happen to be ſuch as diſapproved 
of the Meaſures purſued by the Adminiſtration, ' we may 
eaſily judge of the Event. The Gentleman, whom I may 


in this Caſe, properly calt the Criminal, would be condems 
e 


ned, and expelled the Houſe, without having an Opportu- 
nity to prove the public Services for Which . was 
given, or to ſhew the Benefits that had, or might acerue to 
his Country from thoſe Services. And thus, perhaps, one 
of the moſt faithful Servants of the Crown, and one of the 
moſt honourable and uſeful Members of the Commonwealth, 
might, by Accident, be loaded with the Reproach of being 
an infamous Betrayer of his Country, for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe the Crown had been grateful enough to acknow- 
ledge his Merit, and he fo imprudent as to accept of that 
Acknowledgment, whilſt he was a Member of the Houſe of 
Commons. Fall wg 10 1 K * * a 

Innocence, nt, my , is a great Encourage- 
ment, and may give A Cores to a Perſon accuſed ; but even 
before the moſt juſt, the moſt impartial, and the moſt ſteady 
Judicature, no Man would chuſe to ſtand a Trial, let his 
Innocence be never ſo manifeſt, let the Proofs he has to 
depend on be never ſo clear and convincing; and therefore, 


if this Bill ſhould paſs, T muſt ſuppoſe that no Member of 
the other Houſe, while he continued ſo, would be fo im- 


prudent as to receive any Reward, or indeed any Fayout 


from the Crown; becauſe, if he did, his own Declaration 


would be an Accuſation againſt him, upon which he would 
be obliged to ſtand his Trial, before a Judicature which, 
conſidering the Number of Judges, can never be ſteady in 
its Judgments, and in a Caſe which cannot be thoroughly 


cleared up by Proofs of any Kind, but muſt always, in a 


great Meaſure, depend upon the Opinion his Judges have 
of his Innocence and Merit. In ſuch a Caſe, and before 
ſuch a Judicature, where no Man can be certain either of 


the Number or of the Perſons of thoſe that are to be - 
his Judges, I am fure no wiſe Man would run the Riſk of 


expoſing himſelf to a Trial, by accepting of any Reward 
or Gratuity from the Crown, while he continued a Member 
of the other Houſe; and, if the ExpeQation of an imme- 
diate Reward be allowed to be a great Incitement to wor- 
thy Actions, as, I believe, it will, it muſt be allowed, that 


the paſſing of this Bill into a Law, would very much dif- 
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other Capacity, which would very much derogate from the 
preſent Character of that Branch of our Legiſlature, and 
might at laſt render it contemptible, or ſo factious, that it 
would be im poſſible to govern the Society according to the 
Forms preſcribed by our Conſtitution. | 5 
This Bill therefore, my Lords, if it ſnould be paſſed into 
a Law, would not only be inconvenient and dangerous to 
| thoſe who may hereafter happen to be Members of the other 
Houſe, but it would be of the moſt dangerous Conſe- 
quence to our Conſtitution z for, if the Members of the 
other Houſe were of no Service to their Country, in any 
Capacity but that of their being Members' of one of the 
Branches of our Legiſlature, and if they did nothing, as 
ſuch, but agree to what was propoſed by the Miniſters of 
the Crown, which would be the Cafe under a juſt and wiſe 
Adminiſtration, the Houſe itſelf would become contempti- 
bie among the People, and this would make it eaſy for 
ſome future ambitious Prince to overturn our Conſtitution, 
by laving that Houſe entirely aſide. On the other hand, if 
a Majority of the Members, in order to recommend them- 
ſelves to the Notice of their Country, ſhould become facti- 
ous, and oppoſe the juſteſt and wiſeſt Meaſures that could be 
propoſed by the Adminiſtration, unleſs the Complexion of 
the Houſe could be changed by a new Election, which, con- 
ſidering the Popularity of an Oppoſition to Court-Meaſures, 
would always be extremely precarious, the Conſtitution 
would be brought into an Impoſſibility of exiſting ; for the 
Crown would be under a Neceflity of yielding to the factious 
M-jority in the Houſe of Commons, or of attempting to 
Overn Without a Parliament. If in this Attempt the Crown 
ſhould ſucceed, our Conſtitution would be overturned, - and 
an abſolute Government eſtabliſhed ; and late Experience has 
ſhewn us, what we are to expect from the Crown's yielding 
to a turbulent Faction in the other Houſe ; for ſuch a Facti- 
on would never be ſatisfied with any reaſonable Conceſſion: 
From one Conceſſion they would aſpire to another, till at 
laſt they had left the Crown nothing to yield; and thus a 
Commonwealth would again be eſtabliſhed, which of Courſe 
would ſcon deviate into a ſole Tyranny, under ſome one or | 
other of the factious Leaders. | 9 
From what I have ſaid, my Lords; I think, it is evident, 
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that the Methods propoſed by this Bill for preventing Cor- WW! 
ruption, are both improper and dangerous. Yet, ſo great 
an Enemy am I to Corruption, ſo fond am I of every Me- WWW" 
thod that may in the leaſt contribute to prevent it, 2 u 
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thought it would have the leaſt Effect. But I am fully 
convinced, that it will be found altogether ineffectual : I am 
really ſurprized, how any Lord can imagine, it will have 


Virtue and Honour, as to betray his Country for the Sake of 
a ſecret Bribe or Penſion, upon ſuch a Man can we ſuppoſe, 
that an Oath will have any Effect? Such a Man, my Lords, 
will receive his Bribe or his Penſion, and will, if you defire 
it, the very next Moment declare upon Oath, he never re- 


a Man's betraying that Truſt which his Country has repo- 
ſed in him ; and can we ſuppoſe, that a Man who deſpiſes 
the latter, will ſhew the leaſt Regard to the former? In this 
of Caſe, the Penalties of Perjury will ſignify nothing ; for the 
Penalties already inflicted by Law upon Penſioners that 
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that, I am ſure, no Man would run the Riſk of incurring 
them, if he thought there were any Poſſibility of 

ving the Crime againſt him ; and where a Man depends — 
ly upon the Impoſſibility of the Proof, no Penalty can have 
any Effect; for without a Proof no Penalty can ever be re- 
covered; and therefore, unleſs we can fall upon a Way of 


poſſible to prevent committing of the Crime, any other Way 
than by the Electors always chuſing Gentlemen of Virtue 


do ſo, we have no Occaſion for any Laws againſt Corrup- 
tion. | 

. With regard therefore, my Lords, to the clandeſtine, the 
corrupt, and the ſcandalous Rewards or Gratuities, which 
may be given by a future Miniſter -to ſome of the Members 
of the other Houſe, on account of their voting there ac- 
ng cording his Directions, this Bill can have no Effect. It 
M- cannot in the leaſt contribute towards preventing ſuch Prac- 
tices, but, on the contrary, it will in my Opinion, encou- 
rage them; becauſe, among the People, it will render the 
Guilty leſs liable to be ſuſpected, and the leſs liable a Man 
is of being ſuſpected, the more eaſily he may be tempted 
to be guilty. The very Oath by this Bill preſcribed, he will 
look upon as a full Vindication in the Eyes of the World ; 
and thus, by his Perjury, he will think he has wip'd off the 
Infamy at leaſt, if not the Guilt of his Treachery. 

My Lords, it is, in my Opinion, one of the worſt Argu- 
ments that can be made uſe of in Fayour of this Bill to tell 
us, that we ought to agree to this Remedy till a more 

| BE os effectual 
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the leaſt Effect. If we ſuppoſe a Man ſo abandoned to all 


ceived any Gratuity or Reward from the Crown. The In- 
famy of Perjury itſelf is not near ſo great, as the Infamy of 


continue to ſit and vote in the other Houſe, are ſo great, 


making it eaſy to find a Proof, I am afraid it will be im- 


and Honour to repreſent them in Parliament; and whilſt they 


ſhould agree to the Bill now under our Conſideration, if I Anno 12. Ges. li 


— 


2. Geo. Il. effectual one can be found out. If we are in any Danger from 
gag — 4 Corruption, it would be a moſt * Step to apply a 
kn yy. Remedy which we know to be ineffectual; becauſe, the ap- 

plying of ſuch a Remedy might lull the Nation aſleep, and 
prevent our thinking how to contrive a Remedy that would 
really be effectual. A Man labouring under a dangerous 
Diſtemper, is apt to hope for great Benefit from every Re- 
medy he takes; and, by putting too much Truſt in Leni- 
tives, too often delays thinking of, or applying an effectual 
Remedy, till his Caſe becomes incurable. This may be our 
Fate: By truſting to the Remedy propoſed by this Bill, we 
may .be induced to delay contriving or applying any other, 
till our Caſe be grown deſperate ; and therefore, I muſt be 
againſt the Bill for the very ſame Reaſon that other Lords 
ſeem to be for it Becauſe I am an utter Enemy to Cor- 
ruption. I think it one of the moſt dangerous Diſtempers.a 
free State can be infected with, and ſhall always be againſt 
applying Lenitives of any Kind. If there be, at preſent, 
no ſuch Infection in this State, we have no Occaſion for any 
Sort of Preſcription: If we are infected, let us ſearch the 
Infection to the Root, and at once apply ſome effectual Re- 
| medy z for, I hope, there is no political Infection, for 
Which a Specific may not be found, by a ſkilful and willing 
Phyſician. | ö 4 
Earl of Abingdon. 
My Lords, | | 1 
Earl of Abingdon, I beg Pardon for troubling your Lordſhips a ſecond Time 
upon this Occaſion, but I riſe up to ſpeak to Order. My 
Lords, it is againſt Order to take Notice, in this Houſe, of 
any Thing that has been, or may be done in the other. We 
are to do what we think right, without giving ourſelves any 
Trouble about what has been, or may be done in the other 
Houſe ;.and yet, I find, the chief Objection made uſe of 
againſt this Bill is, that the other Houſe may make a wrong 
Uſe of it. Shall we, my Lords, refuſe to do right, becauſe 
another Aſſembly may do wrong? Shall we refuſe to give a 
Man a Sword for defending himielf, when we know he is in 
Danger of being attack'd, becauſe he may turn the Point, 
and ſtab himſelf with it? This, my Lords, is a very ſtrange 
Sort of Argument. But now I am up, I ſhall beg Leave to 
ſhew, that there is nothing new intended by this Bill, nor 
any Power given to the other Houſe, but what they have 
already. EE 2 + S 
Before I do this, my Lords, I muſt obſerve, that upon a 
| Queſtion for going into a Committee to conſider of a Bill for 
preventing Corruption, I was ſurprized to hear the noble 
Lord that ſpoke laſt, ind fault with thoſe who had ended» 
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voured to ſet in a true and clear Light the monſtrous Defor- Anno 13. Geo. II. 


mity, and the fatal Effects of that political Diſtemper; for 
ſurely, the more ſenſible we are of its Deformity and fatal 
Coniequences, the more we ſhall abhor the Crime. and the 
more we abhor it, the more ready every one will be to agree 
to our ſpending one Day at leaſt, in endeavouring to find a 
Remedy for the contagious Diſtemper. I ſhall grant, that 
none of your Lordſhips have attempted to juſtify Corruption. 
I hope no Lord will ever dare to do ſo in this Houle ; but 
without Doors it has been juſtified, as a neceſſary Means of 
Government; nay Pamphlets, or rather Libels upon the Na- 


tion, have been wrote for this very Purpoſe, and ſuppoſed to 


have been countenanced by thoſe whoſe Buſineſs and Duty 
it was to have ſuppreſſed them. But tho* none of your Lord- 
ſhips have endeavoured to juſtify Corruption, yet, I cannot 
think, that thoſe who oppoſe this Qyeſtion, are ſo ſenſible of 
its fatal Effects as they ought to be ; for, ſuppoſe this Bill 
imperfe&t, ſuppoſe the Methods propoſed ineffectual, yet, 
this can be no Reaſon for our refuſing to go into a Committee 
upon the Bill : We may be able to amend the Bill, fo as to 
make it a perſect and effeQual Bill ; and, as the noble Lord 
who ſpoke laſt ſeems to think, that by an able and willing 
Phyſician, a Specific may be found for every political Di- 
ſtemper, I hope he will give us his Aſſiſtance; for I make 
no Queſtion of his Ability, and I hope he will not, by his 
giving his Negative to this Queſtion, give me any Room to 
doubt of his Will. | as | | 

How the noble Lord came to imagine, that a Gentleman 
who had received a juſt Reward from the Crown, or that any 
Gentleman would be excluded, by this Bill, from having a 
Seat in the other Houſe, I cannot comprehend. My Lords, 
I have peruſed the Bill with all poſſible Care, and I can find 
no Words by which any Man is excluded from having a Seat 
in the other Houſe, unleſs he refuſes to take the Oath pre- 
ſcribed by the Bill. But the noble Lord ſays, the other 
Houſe msy, upon his making the Declaration propoſed, ex- 
clude him by a Vote of their Houſe : That is to fay, they 
may expel him. In this Caſe, can it be ſaid, that the Gen- 
tlemzn is excluded by this Bill? No, my Lords, he is ex- 
cluded by their Vote ; and that Vote cannot be founded upon 
this Bill, but upon the Common Law, or upon the Laws 
now in being againſt Penſioners. Therefore, this Bill con- 
tains no Extenſion, nor the leaſt Innovation of any of the 
Laws now in being, with reſpe& to thoſe that have, or have 
not a Right to fit and vote in the Houſe of Commons ; nor 
can that Houſe, by this Bill, acquire any Right or Power 
but what they now enjoy, 

1739, Hhh I ſhall 
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Anno 13. Geo. II. I hall grant, my Lords, that no Member ought to be 
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expelled by the other Houſe without a juſt Cauſe ; but, in 
this Reſpe&, it muſt be allowed, that the Members of the 
other Houſe are the ſole and abſolute Judges. Suppoſe they 
ſhould, by a Vote, expel a Gentleman unjuſtly, can that 
Vote or Sentence be now queſtioned in any other Judicature 


or Aſſembly? My Lords, it is now as abſolute and as irre- 


verſible as it can be, ſhould this Bill be paſſed into a Law; 
and, if they have, hitherto made no wrong Uſe of this abſo- 
Jute and uncontrolable Power, why ſhould we ſuſpect their 
doing ſo in Time to come? With reſpect to the Rewards and 
Gratuities that are given by the Crown for real public Ser- 
vices, they are always well known, and openly acknow- 
ledged : They have always been ſo; and, as the other 
Houſe has never yet thought of looking upon any of them as 
a Penſion or Bribe, or of expelling a Member on account of 
his having received ſuch a Reward or Gratuity, tho' the 
Receiving of it was openly and without any legal Compul- 
fion avowed, can we think that a Gentleman's acknowledg- 
ing, in Purſuance of an Act of Parliament, the Receipt of 
ſuch a Gratuity or Reward, will any way alter the Conduct 
of the other Houſe in this Reſpe&t? With regard to ſuch 


Gratuities or Rewards, let the future Conduct of the other 


Houſe be what it will, it can be no way influenced by this 
licly 


Bill; becauſe, as ſuch Rewards and Gratuities are pu 


given, and as publicly received, a Proof can never be want- 
ing, the other Houſe will always hear of them, tho' no ſuch 
Bill as this ſhould ever paſs, and they may, if they have a 
Mind, expel the Receiver either upon his own Acknowledg- 
ment, or upon a Proof, or upon common Fame ; but I muſt 
deny, that they can load him with Infamy, or make the 
World believe, that he is a corrupt Betrayer of his Truſt. 
Real Infamy, my Lords, is a Puniſhment that can be in- 
flicted by nothing but the Juſtice of the Sentence; for when 


| a Court or Afembly decrees that to be a Crime which is 


really a Virtue, or finds a Man guilty that to the World ap- 
pears, to be innocent, the Infamy recoils upon the Judges, 
and their Sentence does Honour to the Perſon condemned. 
This would be the Caſe, if ever the other Houſe ſhould un- 
Juſtly expel a Man for receiving a juſt Reward for ſome pub- 
lic Service: The Nation he had ſerved, and the King who 


had rewarded him, would riſe up in his Vindication ; and a 


Sentence of Infamy as well as Diſſolution would certainly be 
paſſed upon ſuch a factious Aſſembly. But, if Corruption 
ſhould ever ſpread over a Majority of the other Houſe : If 
a Miniſtry ſhould, by Flattery, gain the abſolute Direction 


ef his Sovereign, and by Bribes and Penſions, the Dn 
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that ſuch a Houſe will ever expel a Member for receiving a 


Gratuity or Reward from the Crown; and tho? a Sentence 


of Infamy might very probably be paſſed upon the whole 
Aſſembly by the Nation, yet, no Sentence of Diffolution 
would ever be paſſed upon it by the Crown. It is this, my 
Lords, that may render the other Houſe both contemptible 
and factious. It may become a miniſterial Faction for op- 
preſſing the People and betraying the Sovereign: Then, in- 
deed, it will become contemptible: The very Name of Par- 
liament would, in a ſhort Time, become hateful to the Peo- 
ple; and then it would not only be eaſy for an ambitious 
Prince, but happy ſor the Nation, to have the Uſe of Par- 
liaments laid entirely afide. 

The Danger therefore of not preventing Corruption in 
the other Houſe is very great; and as to the Dangers 
pretended to ariſe from the Methods propoſed by this Bill 
for preventing it, there is not the leaſt Foundation for them; 
becauſe they ariſe not from this Bill, but from a ſuppoſed 


Abuſe of Power in the other Houſe; and this, I have ſhewn, 


that Houſe is as liable to run into, ſhould this Bill never 
paſs, as they can be ſuppoſed to be, after it is paſſed into a 
Law. Nay, they will be more liable to run into an Abuſe 
of their Power, ſhould no ſuch Bill as this be ever paſſed ; 
becauſe a corrupt Houſe of Commons, uuder the Influence 
of an arbitrary and wicked Miniſter, may more probably 
run into an Abuſe of their Power, againſt the Friends and 


| Servants of their Country, and continue that Abuſe longer, 
than a factious Houſe of Commons can be fuppoſed to do, 


againſt the Friends and Servants of the Crown; for this plain 
Reaſon, becauſe the Crown may, and certainly will put an 
End to the Power of the latter, as ſoon as they begin to abuſe 
it; but the Crown. will never put an End to the Power of the 
former, as long as the King happens to remain under the Direc- 
tion of ſuch a Miniſter. There is not therefore the leaſt Sha- 
dow of Reaſon for ſaying, that the Methods propoſed by this 
Bill for preventing Corruption can be inconvenient or dange- 
rous, either to the Conſtitution, or to thoſe who may here- 
after happen to be Members of the other Houſe ; and, as to 
their being improper, becauſe of- the trifling Gratuities Mem- 
bers may ſometimes receive from the Crown, the Objection, 
I think, is as ill founded. My Lords, if a Gentleman of 
the other Houſe ſhould receive a Horſe, a Watch, or any 
other Trifle from the Crown, I can ſee no Impropriety in 
obliging him to declare it: If he receives it upon any ho- 


nourable Account, I am ſure he will, he ought to declare 


it, whether he be obliged by Law to do ſo or no; and, I 
1739. - Hhh2 | am 


of the Houſe of Commons; no Man will ſuppoſe, I believe, gnnor+.Geo.II. 
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Anno 13. Geo. II. am ſure, there is no Impropriety in our taking every Method 
' 1739- that can be thought of, for preventing the Members of the 
other Houſe from receiving a Preſent from the Crown upon 

any diſhonourable Conſideration. 

Now, my Lords, with regard to the Effect this Bill may 
have upon the Abandoned, I ſhall grant, the Sin of Perjury 
will have very little Effect upon them; but the Penalties of 
Perjury will have an Effe& even upon the moſt Abandoned, 
otherwiſe we muſt ſuppoſe, that the Laws now in being 
againſt Penſioners are ridiculous, When a Crime can be ſe- 

cretly committed, I ſhall grant, it is a great Encouragement 
to its being often committed ; but all Crimes are committed 
under an Expectation of Secreſy, yet, we find they are often 
diſcovered ; and Corruption is not one of that Sort of Crimes 
that may the moſt ſecretly be committed, becauſe there muſt 

always be at leaſt two Perſons concerned, and if we ſhould 
lay a Peralty upon the Corruptor as well as the Corrupted, 
theſe Companions in Iniquity may, as others do, impeach 
one another. Therefore our adding the Penalties of Perjury 

to the Penalties already by Law inflicted, will certainly have 
ſome Effect upon the moſt Abandoned, and the Sin of Per- 
jury will, I hope, prevent ſome from accepting of any cor- 
rupt Gratuity from the Crown; for tho' it be wrong to ac- 
cept of any ſuch Gratuity, yet, it has been, and may often 
be accepted, without the Receiver's ſuppoſing, he thereby 
betrays that Truſt which is repoſed in him by his Country. 

But the noble Lords, who have ſpoke againſt this Bill, 
are all under a Miſtake when they ſuppoſe, that the Penal- 
ties already by Law inflited can, even in caſe of a Diſcovery, | 
be made effectual againſt every Sort of Corruption; and, to 

hh, ſhew this, my Lords, I mult obſerve, that Corruption is of 
10 four Sorts. It is either by way of Penſion during Pleaſure, 
1 | or by way of Penſion during a Term of Years ; or, it is by 
way of a Sum of Money paid for the whole dirty Work of a 
Seſſion, or by way of a Sum paid and repeated for every 
particular infamous Jobb. The firſt two Sorts were long 
thought ſo innocent, that it was a Queſtion, whether ſuch 
Men ſhould be excluded from their Seats in the other Houſe, 
and therefore it became neceſſary to exclude them by exprels 
Statute, under the Penalties mentioned im thoſe Statutes ; 
but before a Man can be ſubjected to thoſe Penalties, it muſt 
be proved, that he had a Penſion ſettled upon him by Sign 
Manual, or ſome other Sort of Grant, either during Plea- 
ſure or for a Term of Years : From thence it is plain, that 
neither of the two other Sorts of Corruption can be brought 
within theſe Statutes, or ſubjected to the Penalties thereby 

. inflited ; and this, I believe, is the chief Reaſon that thoſe 
j | Penalties 
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Penalties could never be recovered ; becauſe, if there are, Annorz. Geo. II. 


or have been any Penſioners in the other Houſe, thoſe Pen- 
ſioners have been paid annually without any Sign Manual, 
or other Grant for eſtabliſhing them, and ſuch Penſioners or 
corrupt Perſons are neither excluded by thoſe Statutes, nor 
ſubject to the Penalties thereby inflicted. But, will any Lord 
fay, that ſuch infamous Corruption is not prohibited by 
Law? My Lords, thoſe that receive a Sum of Money for 
the dirty Work of a Seflion, or for any particular infamous 
Jobb, are excluded from their Seats in the other Houſe by 
Common Law; and therefore it was unneceſſary to make any 
exp eſs Statute for excluding them. If the Fact could be 


diſcovered, they would of courſe be expelled ; but, even up- 


on a Diſcovery, they are as yet ſubject to no Penalty by 
expreſs Statute, nor could they, I believe, be proſecuted by 
any Method at Common Law. One of the chief Intents of 
this Bill therefore is, to prevent a Member's being guilty 
of either of theſe, which are the moſt infamous Sorts of 
Corruption, by ſubjecting the Perſon ſo corrupted to a Proſe- 
cution at Common Law, and to the Penalties of Perjury, in 
caſe he ſhould receive ſuch a Bribe, and afterwards be ſo 
wicked as to deny it upon Oath. Whether this will be 
altogether effectual I ſhall not ſay : I believe it will not; but, 
I am ſure, it will be more effectual than to leave ſuch Cri- 
minals, as they are at preſent, abſolutely free from any 
Penalty, nay, from any Proſecution at Common Law; 
and therefore I muſt think, that thoſe Lords who are 
againſt our going into a Committee upon this Bill, are far 
from having that Horror which they ought to have, at the 


infamous, contagious, and dangerous Practice of Corrup- 


tion, | | 

The Queſtion was then pat, and paſſed in the Negative, 
Contents 40, Not Contents 52. Afﬀter which the Bill was 
rejected without a Diviſion. LD | 


April 29. His Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, and 
put an End to the Seſſion with the following moſt gracious 
Speech. | | 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, | f ö 
HE Zeal which you have ſhewn for the Support 
and Proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary War in 


the Honour and Intereſt of my Crown and Kingdoms. 
As this great and national Undertaking is the principal 
Object of our Attention and Expections, fo the Juſtice of 


my 


which I am engaged, is a freſh Proof of your Concern for | 


«© our Cauſe, and the Succeſs which hath hitherto attended 
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> Geo. 11. my Arms, give us the moſt reaſonable Hopes, that, 

1 do 2 5 the 98 of the Divine Aſſiſtance, we may ſee a 
3 happy Iſſue of it. | ; 
| Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 

« T thank you for the effectual Supplies which you have 
granted me for the Service of the current Year. . The 
« beſt Return I can make, is to aſſure you, that they ſhall be 
duly employed to the Purpoſes for which they were given. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | * x 
I have formerly recommended to you Union amongſt 
«« yourſelves,” as being highly conducive to the carrying on 
«* this great Work with Honour and Advantage, and to 
< the more ſpeedy obtaining of all poſſible Juſtice and Sa- 
<« tisfaction from the Crown of Spain, for the many grievous 
«*« Injuries ſuffered by my Subjects, and effectual Security 
for the Freedom of our Commerce and Navigation for 
the future. I do now earneſtly exhort you to promote 
and extend that Union in your reſpective Countries. Let 
«© the Support of the Common Cauſe of the Nation prevail, 
<< to attain this deſirable End. Our Enemies muſt already 
have been made ſenſible, in ſome Degree, of the Weight 
of our juſt Reſentment: They ſee my Kingdoms in ſuch 
a poſture of Defence, as muſt render all Attempts from 
them, without Encouragement from amongſt ourſelves, 
«« vain and deſperate. They ſee the Trade and Naviga- 
«« tion of my Subjects protected, as far as the Nature and 
«« Circumſtances of a Maritime War will poſſibly admit; 
«© and, at the ſame Time, the moſt valuable Branches of the 
5 Span; Commerce greatly interrupted, and ſubjected to 
« many Difficulties and Loſſes. From theſe happy Effects 
« of my early Endeavours, and your ready Concurrence 
«« at the firſt Entrance into the War, I cannot but hope, 
«* that the Preparations which I am now making, for carry- 
<< ing it on in the moſt proper Places, and in the moſt vi- 
«« porous and effectual Manner, will be blefſed with Suc- 
«« ceſs, equal to our juſt Expectations.“ 
Then the Parliament was prorogued to Tueſday the 3d 
Day of June next. | 


The SEVENTH and LAST SESSION of the SECOND 
PARLIAMENT of King GEORGE II. 


AS opened at Veſminſfer, Now. 18, 1740. with 


| 1 855 128 the following Speech from the Throne. 

on — Ny Loras and Gentlemen, — 
J acquainted you, at the Cloſe of the laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament, that I was making Preparations for carry- 
. -* ung 
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** ing an the juſt and neceſſary War in which I am engaged, in Anno14.Geo.UI. 


* the moſt proper Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effec- 


** tual Manner. For this Purpoſe, ſtrong Squadrons were got wo 


ready, and ordered to fail upon important Services, both in 
the We/t-Indies and Europe, with as much Expedition as the 
* Nature of thoſe Services, and the Manning of the Ships, 
*« would admit: A very conſiderable Body of Land- Forces was 
** embark'd, which is to be joined by a great Number of my 
Sudjects raiſed in America; and all Things neceſſary for 
*« tranſporting the Troops from hence, and carrying on the de- 
** ſigned Expedition, were a long Time in Readineſs, and wait- 


ed only for an Opportunity to purſue the intended Voyage. 


« The ſeveral Incidents which have happened in the 
<< mean Time, haye had no Effect upon me, but to confirm 
me in my Reſolutions, and to determine me to add 
„ Strength to my Armaments, rather than to divert or deter 
me from thoſe juſt and vigorous Meaſures which I am 
«« purſuing, for maintaining the Honour of my Crown, and 
the undoubted Rights of my People. : 

The Court of Spain having already felt ſome Effects 


« of our Reſentment, began to be ſenſible, that they ſhould 


«© be no longer able, alone, to defend themſelves againſt the 


«« Efforts of the Britiſb Nation; and if any other Power, 
«© agreeably to ſome late extraordinary Proceedings, ſhould 


„ interpoſe, and attempt to preſcribe] or limit the Opera- 


« tions of the War againſt my declared Enemies, the Honour 


« and Intereſt of my Crown and Kingdoms muſt call up- 
“ on us to loſe no Time in putting ourſelves into ſuch a 
« Condition, as may enable us to repel any Inſults, and to 
« fruſtrate any Deſigns formed againſt us, in Violation of 
« the Faith of Treaties ; and J hope any ſuch unprecedent- 
« ed Steps, under what Colour or Pretence ſoever they 
«© may be taken, will inſpire my Allies with a true Senſe of 
„ the common Danger, and will unite us in the Support 
and Defence of the common Cauſe. _ | 

The great and unhappy Event of the Death of the 
late Emperor, opens a new Scene in the Affairs in Europe, 
in which all the principal Powers may be immediately 
or conſequentially concerned. It — impoſſible to deter- 
“ mine what Turn the Policy, Intereft 

* ſeveral Courts may lead them to take in this critical Con- 
* juncture. It ſhall be my Care ſtrictly to obſerve and at- 
tend to their Motions, and to adhere to the Engage- 
ments I am under, in order to the maintaining of the 
Balance of Power, and the Liberties of Europe; and in 
Concert with ſuch Powers as are under the ſame Obli- 


** gations, or equally concerned to preſerve the public _ 


Safety 


or Ambition of the 


1740. 


1740. 
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Anno i. Geo. II. Safety and Tranquillity, to act ſuch a Part as may beſt 


may be requiſite for theſe great Ends. 


« Fleet by the uſual Methods hitherto practiſed, demon- 


n 


«« contribute to avert the imminent Dangers that may 
* threaten them. | FPS f 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
I have ordered Eſtimates to be prepared, and laid 
6 before you, for the Service of the enſuing Year. It js 
% always with Regret that I aſk any extraordinary Aids of 
„ my People: But what I have already mentioned muſt be 
* ſufficient to ſatisfy you, that ſome Augmentations will be 
*« neceſſary, not only for carrying on the preſent War with 
« Vigour, but alſo to put ourſelves in a Condition of being 
«« prepared for ſuch Events as may ariſe in this new and un- 
« certain State of Eur pe. I therefore depend on your ex- 
«« perienced Zeal and Affection for me and my Government, 
% your Concern for your own Safety, and the Support of 
the common Cauſe, to grant me ſuch effectual Supplies as 


My Lords and Genilemen, 80 

© The Scarcity of Corn, which has happened in many 
«© Countries of Europe, has induced ſeveral Powers to make 
« extraordinary Proviſions to obviate the ill Effects of that 
<< Misfortune ; and though in many Parts of this Kingdom, 
«© the Harveſt has proved more favourable, yet common 
«© Prudence calls upon us to provide as far as may be again 
«© the Approach of ſuch a Calamity. Beſides, in our pre- 
* ſent Circumſtances, it would be an inexcuſable Neglect to 
«« {ufter our Enemies to be ſupplied with any Kind of Proyi- 
* fjons from my Dominions, and that even at the Hazard 
«« of my own Subjects being diſtreſſed. Let me therefore 
«« earneſtly recommend it to you to conſider of ſome good 
Law to prevent this growing Miſchief, + 10 
«« The Difficulties which have been found in Manning 


* # 


the 


« ſtrate the Want of ſome Parliamentary Remedy: I mu 
<< therefore preſs it upon you to loſe no Time in making ſuch 
„ Proviſions in this Reſpe&, as, whilſt we are engaged in a 
«« War in Defence of the Commerce and Navigation of this 
Kingdom, may enable the Public to avail itſelf of thoſe 
„great Numbers of Seamen, which make ſo valuable 3 
Branch of our Strength. _ | 
«© The Importance of theſe Conſiderations is ſo apparent, 
that I need uſe no Arguments to convince you of the Ne- 
«« ceflity of the utmoſt Unanimity and Diſpatch in your 
Proceedings.“ 
His Majeſty was no ſooner withdrawn and the Speech re- 
ported by the Lord Chancellor, but the Duke of Argyle roſe 
up, and expreſſed himſelf to the following Effect. - 
2 | | Duke 


(413 ) 
Duke of Argyle. * | 
My Lords, | els BEEBE [ 4 bz 
The Cuſtom of addrefling his Majeſty upon his Speech from 


aud I believe, as ancient as Parliaments themſelves, and it is fo 
55 becauſe it is very proper and very reaſonable; but the Me- 
of i chod of forming and drawing up. that Addreſs; has of late 
Years been very much altered, and, in my Opinion, very 
be much for the worſe. In former Times, our Method was to 
th be very ſhort and very general: To return Thanks for his 
2 Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne, and to make 
un: ſome general Profeſſions of our Affection for his Majeſty, and 
&:4 of our Zeal for his Service; and when ſuch an Addreſs as 
5 this was agreed to, a Day was then appointed for taking his 
= Majeſty's Speech into Conſideration: For our Anceſtors were 
not, it ſeems, ſo ready - witted as thoſe of the preſent Age 
pretend to be: They did not, it ſeems, think themſelves ca- 

able of determining upon the firſt Hearing, whether the) 
P A e 3 
could approve of every thing mentioned or referred to in his 

ajeſty s Speech; and therefore they took Time to conſider 
of it, before they ſaid any Thing that might look like an 
Approbation. But now we have fallen into a Way of echo- 
ing back, in our Addreſs, his Majeſty's Speech from the 
hrone, Paragraph by . and expreſſing at leaſt a 
eeming Sort of Approbation of every Meaſure referred to 
n that Speech.“ i WE | j 

This, my Lords, is a very conſiderable Innovation of our 
ncient Method of proceeding, and an Innovation of ſo mo- 


for: ern a Date, that there are ſeveral Perſons in the Admini- 
000 ration who muſt remember when it was firſt introduced. It 


s a Method which I think unreaſonable in itſelf, and incon- 
iſtent with the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe. The 


non ing's Speech is always, in this Houſe, conſidered as the 
mul peech of the Miniſters, and as it has generally been, we may 
ſuch xpect it will always be, a ſhort Narrative of the Meaſures 


hey have purſued, and a ſort of Panegyric upon every thing 
hey have done ; therefore we ought to be extremely cautious 
f ſaying any thing that may imply a tacit Approbation of 
ny thing they haye done, or adviſed to be done. We fit 
ere, my Lords, as a Check upon Miniſters: It is our Duty, 
his Majeſty's hereditary and- ſupreme Council, to inform 
im, whether he has been ill or well adviſed or ſerved by his 
iniſters; and ſhall we, in our Addreſs, ſay any thing that 
ay give our Sovereign Cauſe to think, he has been well 
ryed, or rightly adviſed, by his Miniſters, when, for ought 
e know, he has been betrayed by them, or led into ſuch 
eaſures as may undo both him and his Family. 
1740, Iii I know 


Anno 14. Geo. II. 


the Throne, at the Opening of a Seſſion of Parliament, is, Duke of Argyle, 


Anno. Geo. II. 
1740. 


2 


Come irrecoverable. 


King's Safety, for us to give ſo much as a ſeeming Approba- 


any thing we can ſay upon this Occaſion ; and that notwith- 


. P 
I know, my Lords, it is a Maxim, that we are not bound by 


ſtanding any implied Approbation of paſt Meaſures, contained 
in our Addreſs by way of Anſwer to his Majeſty's Speech, we 
may afterwards ſtrictly enquire into thoſe Meaſures, and free- 
ly condemn them, if upon ſuch Enquiry they appear to be 
wrong. This Maxim is, indeed, abſolutely neceſſary, as 
long as we continue in that Method of addreſſing which we 
have lately fallen into; but J muſt refer it to your Lordfhips, 
whether it be conſiſtent either with the King's Safety, or our 
own Honour. In public Aﬀairs, my Lords, a Day, an 
Hour is often of the laſt Conſequence. A bad Meaſure, if 

urſued, may be of ſuch a Nature as to bring irrecoverable 
Rain : If retracted or altered in Time, tne impending Ruin 
may be prevented. In this Caſe, a Day, an'Hour may be 
critical, and may determine the Ruin or the Recovery of the 
King's Aﬀairs. If the King ſhould have been led into dan- 
gerous Meaſures, ſhall we encourage him in the Purſuit of 
thoſe Meaſures, by a ſeeming Approbation in our Addreſs at 
the Opening of the Seſſion ? Without this Approbation he 
might, perhaps, have reflected upon what he was about, and 
might thereby, of himſelf, have diſcovered his. Error. But 
by this our ſeeming Approbation, he is encouraged to go on 
without Reflexion, without Conſideration, and before we 
have Time to enquire and condemn, the critical Day or 
Hour may be paſt, and the Ruin of the King's Affairs be: 


This, my Lords, muſt ſhew how inconſiſtent it is with the 


tion of any public Meaſure, in our Addreſs at the Opening of 
a Seſſion; and notwithſtanding the Maxim of our not being 
bound by it, I muſt think it abſolutely inconſiſtent with our 
own Honour. It is a Sort of Evidence, my Lords, in Fa- 
vour of every Thing the Miniſter has done. It has been, and 
always will be look' d on, both abroad and at home, as the 
Evidence of this Houſe, that the Meaſures purſued by our 
Miniſters are all wiſe and right; and ſhall we give our Evi 
dence in Fayour of what weknow nothing about, any farther 
than the Miniſter has been pleaſed to tell us in his Majeſty's 
Speech from the Throne? To ſay that we ſhall firſt give ſuc 
an Evidence, and then enquire if it be right, is directly what 
is aſcribed to the fawning Paraſite, who firſt gives his Tel 
timony to the Truth of a Fact, and then enquires what it i 
Is this conſiſtent with your Lordſhips Honour? In private 
Affairs your Word is your Oath : It is allowed to be of equi 
Weight with the Oath of a private Man: I believe, every one 
of your Lordſhips conſiders it as ſuch, and would be as fiy 
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of giving your Word, as your Oath, in Teſtimony of a Falſ- Anno 14. Geo. ll. 
hood. My Lords, in private Converſation, it may, per- 274% 
haps, be looked on as a ſtiff ſort of Formality, never to ſay 
any Thing, or to make any Uſe of any Expreſſions, but ſuch 
as are ſtrictly agreeable to the Sentiments of the Mind. A 
little Complaiſance, or even Diſſimulation, is allowable, be- 
cauſe it is neceſſary for Converſation, and for keeping up a 
Correſpondence among Men; but in all judicial Proceedings, , 
and much more in parliamentary Proceedings, eſpecially ſuch 
as remain upon Record as the ãuthentic Acts of the Aſſembly, 
Complaiſance is no way neceſſary, and Diſſimulation is always 
a Crime. I am therefore ſurprized, how this modern ſort of 
Complaiſance in our Addreſſes at the Opening of a Seſſion 
came firſt to be introduced, or how it has continued ſo long; 
but, thank God ! it has yet acquired no preſcriptive Authori- 
ty: It is not yet beyond the Memory df any Man living, and 
I hope it will be altered, and for ever aboliſhed, before it 
comes to be fo. I hope we ſhall return to our ancient Me- 
thod, and there was never a greater Neceſſity for it than upon 
the preſent Occaſion. | 6 

My Lords, when no Meaſures have been purſued but ſuch 

as ſeemingly at leaſt appear to have 24 a little Com- 
plaiſance in our Addreſs may admit of ſome ſort of Excuſe; 
but when the Meaſures purſued, and referred to in his Ma- 
jeſty's Speech, are ſuch as ſeemingly appear to be wrong, 
or ſuch as have been generally condemned, the leaſt ſort 
of Complaiſance with regard to ſuch Meaſures would be 
criminal in the higheſt ce. "This, my Lords, is the 
© Caſe at preſent. The Methods taken for proſecuting the 
War we are now ſo juſtly engaged in, or rather the ſurpriz- 
ing Negle&s we have been guilty of, have been condemned 
by all but our Enemies ; and, indeed, in'all Appearance, they 
are ſuch, I think, as it is impoſſible to juſtify; If upon this 
Occaſion we return ſuch an Addrefs as has been uſual of late 
Years : If we echo back his Majeſty's Speech Paragraph by 
Paragraph, we muſt either juſtify or condemn all the Men- 
ſures that have been purſued, and all the Negle&s our Mi- 
niſters have been guilty of. In his Majeſty's Speech they 
tell us, they have proſecuted the War in the moſt proper 
Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner. Gan 
we ſay ſo in our Addreſs, my Lords? Will any Man in the 
Nation, beſides the Creatures of our Miniſter, ſay ſo ? Have 
we proſecuted the War in the moſt proper Places? Have we 
proſecuted it in any Place? My Lords, we have proſecuted it 
no where, unleſs a little Privateering can be called proſecut- 
ing a War; and even in that Way we have neglected our own 
Trade ſo much, that I am convinced, the Enemy have had 
1740. 11 greatly 
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greatly the Advantage of us, As for what Admiral Perm 
has done in the Veſl- Indies, I am perſuaded it was not owing 
to the Orders or Inſtructions he had from our Miniſters, but 
becauſe they durſt not give him any Orders or Inſtructions for 
preventing it; and becauſe they knew, that he had a fincere 
Regard 2 the Honour and Intereſt of his Country, and of 
Conſequence would, to the utmoſt of his Power, proſecute the 
War, in the moſt proper Place, and in the moſt vigorous and 
effectual Manner, therefore they ſent him thither with a 
Force from which nothing could be expected, and with which 
no Man but himſelf, I believe, would have attempted any 
Thing of Conſequence. 5: 
For the ſame Reaſon, my Lords, they found Pretences, of 
ſome Kind or other, 'to delay ſending him any proper Sup- 
plies, for above a Year and a Half after they might and 
ought to have been ſent. Nay, I doubt much if they would 
yet have been ſent, if it had not been for the expreſs Orders 
iven, as I muſt ſuppoſe, by his Majeſty, after his Return 
— his German Dominions ; for by their having been ſo 
long, and ſo unaccoumably delayed before, and failing ſo ſoon 
after his Majeſty's Return, I muſt ſuppoſe, that their {ailing at 
laſt proceeded ſolely from him, and not from the Direction 
of any of his Miniſters, perhaps contrary to the Advice of 
ſome of them. The weſterly Winds, I know, afforded ſome 
ſort of Excuſe ; but if the neceſſary Preparations had been 
made with any ſort of Foreſight or Diſpatch, the Fleet 
might have been ready, and might have failed, before the 
weſterly Winds ſet in; and even after theſe Winds had ſet 
in, there were ſeveral Opportunities for our Fleet's getting 
out of the Channel, if they had been provided with every 
Thing neceſſary, and had received expreſs Orders to ſail with 
the firſt Opportunity, 
With regard, my Lords, to the ſending of Supplies to Ad- 
miral Vernon, there ſeems to have been ſomething more than 
Neglect: There really ſeems to have been a formed Deſign, 
to prevent his being able to proſecute the War in the Weft- 
Indies, till the Spaniards had provided for their Defence; 
and the little Interruption they have met with in ſending 
Squadrons and Land-Forces to America, confirms me in this 
Belief. But this is not the only wrong Meaſure, or unac- 
countable Negle&, we have been guilty of. I may perhaps 
have no great Share of natural Underſtanding, but I have | 
ſome Experience in military Affairs. It has been my Trade 
ever ſince I was a Child ; and from the Experience I have 
had, and the Knowledge I have, by converſing with others, 
acquired, I think, I could demonſtrate, that no one right 
Step has been taken, either in the Commencement or Proſe- 
| cution 


. 


„ co, ee BY 0 e ee My 1 „06 


a wad ws 4 FA 94% e QA thnd Aa 


as . a4 2 ac. | — 


- 


(ay ] | 


ed, therefore, the only Aim I have in giving you my 
Thoughts upon the preſent Occaſion, is, to induce you to 
return to the antient Method of addreſſing, in Anſwer to his 
Majeſty's Speech from the Throne. 

I know, my Lords, the modern Practice has for ſome 
Years been very different. His Majeſty's intended Speech 
has been communicated by his Miniſters to a few Lords, be- 
fore he ſpoke it in this Houſe, and at the ſame Time they 
communicated ſuch a Motion, as they thought would be pro- 
per to be made, for an Addreſs of this Houſe by way of An- 
ſwer to that Speech. The firſt has generally contained an 
Encomium upon their own Meaſures, and the other has re- 
gularly been a Repetition and Improvement of that Enco- 
mium. This, we may believe, has always been approved of 
by the Lords they ſhewed it to, and then ſome one of them 
has been appointed to make that Motion, and another to ſe- 
cond it. Hitherto, my Lords, I am no way ſurprized : I 
am not all at ſurprized, that the Miniſters Meaſures, or the 
Motion they propoſe, ſhould be approved of by the few 
Lords they pick out for their Confidents; but what I am 
ſurprized at is, that this Houſe has fallen into a Method of 
expecting and waiting for this Motion, as if no Lord in this 
Houſe had a Right to make ſuch a Motion, but the Lord 
appointed for that Purpoſe by the King's Minifters ; and L 
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et am ſtill more ſurprized, that the Motion thus made by the 
Ig Appointment of the 5 Miniſters, ſnould for ſo many 
ry Years have been approved of by the Majority of this Houſe. 


Such a Method of introducing an Addreſs I think inconſiſtent 
with the Freedom and Independency of this Aſſembly, and 
I think our mentioning or ſaying any Thing of Meaſures we 
know nothing of, in a Parliamentary Way, inconſiſtent with 
our Dignity and Honour. & 

I am therefore, my Lords, for our reſuming the ancient 
Method of Addrefling, and I think it more neceſſary upon 
this Occaſion, than any former, becauſe our public Tranſ- 
actions ſince laſt Seſſion have been ſuch as have not been ap- 
ac- proved of, I believe, by many Lords in this Houſe, and I 
ps am ſure they have been complained of by the Majority of 
ve the Nation. No Lord will oppoſe, no Man can find Fault 
with our returning his Majeſty Thanks for his moſt gracious 
Speech from the Throne, or with any general Profeſſions we 
can make uſe of, for teſtifying our Duty and Affection to 
aim, and our Zeal for his Service, which is the fartheſt we 
dught to go upon the preſent Occaſion ; and for this Purpoſe, 

| I have 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


eution of the War. But as I ſhall always be as far from de- Anno r4. Geo. Tt. 
firing your Lordſhips to condemn, as I ſhall be from defiring 1740. 
you to approve, without being fully and thorougly inform- . 


(418 )) 
Anno 14. Geo. II. I have thought of a Motion for an Addreſs, which I hops 
1749. your Lordſhips will approve of. As what I am to propoſes 
not the Work of many Hands, and as I do not pretend to 
underitand any Thing of the Sublime, my Sentiments' may, 
perhaps, be but poorly expreſſed ; but this I can ſay, my 
Motion is my own, and made without any Man's Direction. 
It is this, my Lords: That your Lordſhips do reſolve, That 
an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, returning 
him the Thanks of this Houſe for his moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne. | 
To congratulate his Majeſty on his ſafe Return to his Re: 
Dominions. To aſſure his Majeſty, that we will ſtand 
y him with our Lives and Fortunes, in the Proſecution. of 
the juſt and neceſſary War in which he is engaged. =wit 
And as a further Proof of our Duty and Affection to his 
Majeſty's ſacred Perſon, Royal Family and Government, to 
aſſure him, that we will exert ourſelves in our high Capacity | 
of hereditary great Council of the Crown (to which all other | 
Councils are ſubordinate and accountable) in ſuch a manner 
as may beſt tend to the promoting the true Intereſt of his 
Majeſty, and our Country, in this critical Juncture. 
Lord Bathurſt. | : 
| My Lords, 3 | | 
Lerd Bathtr ff, It was with great Satisfaction I heard the Motion now 
made to you: I confeſs I did not expect to hear any Motion 
made by the noble Duke upon this Occaſion, and his ſtanding 
up gave me an anticipated Sort of Pleaſure 3 becauſe I ſup- 
poſed he was to conclude with a Motion, and that Motion, 
I foreſaw, would be more agreeable to the Honour and Dig: 
" nity of this Houſe, than any I had heard for ſome Years 
upon the like Occaſion. He has exceeded my Expectations: 
The Motion he has offered, is drawn up in as ſtrong Terms 
as can poſſibly be expreſſed. There is nothing in it we cat 
object to; and I hope it will be thought as full, as even his 
Majeſty's Miniſters can juſtly expect from us upon this Occas 
fion. NS | 
My Lords, I have often found fault with that complai- WW: 
fant, I ſhall not ſay fawning Method, we have of late Years WW ©: 
fallen into, of echoing back his Majeſty's Speech from the tt! 
Throne, and making our Addreſs a Sort of Panegyric upon I 
the Conduct of our Miniſters. It is a moſt dangerous De- in 
rture from the Method obſerved by our Anceſtors : It is an WW t! 
| town ee of ſo late a Date, that even I remember when it in 
was firſt introduced ; and though it has ſince been generally V 
obſerved, yet your Lordſhips know, that it has almoſt always ha 
been objected to by many Lords in this Houſe, though they Sf 
had not the good Fortune. to prevail in their Oppoſitios. 
: . The 
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The noble Duke has taken the right Method, I think, for anno 1a · Ges · Il 


prevailing with us to reſume the ancient Uſage of Parliament. 


He has propoſed an Addreſs that cannot, I am ſure, be diſ- 


agreed to, and nothing can, I think, be added without 


weakening what he has propoſed. If there be any amongſt 


us, that incline to have Compliments made to our Miniſters 
upon this Occafion, I do not ſee how they can now be intro- 
duced ; for I ſhall think it very extraordinary, to ſee a Ne- 
gative put upon a Motion ſo full of ſtrong Expreſſions of 
Duty to his Majeſty and our Country, in order to make 
Room for an Addreſs ſtuffed with fulſome Compliments to 
our Miniſters. e Wh 
I know, my Lords, it is not necelliry to ſecond any Mo- 
tion in this Houſe, and therefore I now. roſe up only to teſtify 
the Satisfaction I received from hearing this Motion made, 
and to declare my Approbation of what the noble Duke has 
propoſed. I hope it will meet with no Oppoſition : If it 
does, I may, perhaps, rife up again to give you my Senti- 
ments upon the Subject; and if I ſhould, I hope the Houſe 
will indulge me the Favour of a Hearing. 
Lord Hawverſham. © Ys 
My Lords, 


1740. 


The preſent State of the Affairs Vf pe in general, as Lord Haver foam 


well as of this Nation in particular, is ſo critical, and his 
8 Majeſty, in his Speech from the Throne, has fo fully laid 
that State before us, that every Man muſt be ſenſible of what 
the Britiſb Nation ought to do, and what a Britiſb Parliament 
ought to ſay to their Sovereign, upon this important Occa- 
ſion ; therefore, ungxperienced as I am, I ſhall venture to 
propoſe what I think ought to be the Heads of your Ad- 
dreſs, by way of Anſwer to his Majeſty's Speech from the 
Throne. p44 nas ag | | 

His Majeſty has told us, that Meaſures have been taken, 
that Squadrons have been got ready, and .Land-PForces raiſed 
and embarked, both here and in America, for puſhing the 


War againſt Spain, in the moſt proper Places,. and in the 
moſt vigorous and effectual Manner; and that theſe Things 


have been done, with as much Expedition as the Nature of 
the Services, and the Manning of the Ships, would admit. 
Theſe, my Lords, are Facts we have no Occaſion to enquire 
into: They are publickly known; and every one will allow, 
they were wiſe and right. We cannot therefore omit mak- 
ing our Acknowledgments to his Majeſty upon this Subject: 
We could not in Gratitude have omitted it, even tho he 
— * pleaſed not to mention any Thing of it in his 
peeen. | 


—_— 
ge What 
. — _ 


Anno 14. Geo. II- 
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perceive, that I mean the important Scene opened in Europe 
by the Death of the late Emperor. His Majeſty has told us, 


Contribute to the Succeſs of thoſe Negotiations his Majeſty 


( 420 ) = 

What Reſolutions our Neighbours have taken, or may 
take, with regard to the War between Spain and us, are not 
yet openly declared, at leaſt they are not publicly known; 
but his Majeſty having hinted to us, in his Speech, as'if 
ſome of our Neighbours. intended to attempt to preſcribe 
Rules to us, I think we ought to thank his Majeſty for not 
allowing himſelf to be diverted or deterred from the juſt and 
vigorous Meaſures he is purſuing, for maintaining the Honour 
of his Crown, and the undoubted Rights of his People. And 


at the ſame Tim& we ought to aſſure his Majeſty, that we 


will concur with him in all proper Meaſures for reſenting 
ſuch an Inſult, and for fruſtrating the Deſigns that may be 


formed againſt us by any Power whatſoever. 


This, I ſay, my Lords, we ought by no Means to negled, 
and we ought to take this, which 1s the firſt Opportunity of 
doing it; becauſe when our Neighbours ſee, that neither the 
King nor the Nation is to be terrified by any Threats they 
can make uſe of, nor by any Deſigns they can form, it will 
make them reflect upon the Danger they expoſe themſelves al: 
to, and this may prevent their attempting to carry ſuch De-. 
ſigns into Execution. | ak 

Another Thing his Majeſty has mentioned in his Speech, 
J muſt take Notice of, becauſe I think our inſerting a proper 
Paragraph in our Addreſs, by way of Anſwer to what his 
Majeſty has ſaid upon that Head, will be of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence to the Affairs of Europe, and may prevent a moſt 
general and a moſt dangerous War. Your Lordſhips muſt 


and every one muſt ſee, that it is impoſſible to determine 
what Turn the Policy, Intereſts, or Ambition of the ſeveral 
Courts of Europe may lead them to take in this - Critical 
Conjuncture. Ambition, my Lords, is always for fiſhing in 
troubled Waters, and the Affairs of Europe were never ina 
more troubled State, than what they have been thrown into 
by this unhappy Event, But when the Powers of Europe 
ſee that the Britiſb Nation, as well as the Brit; King, are 
reſolved to maintain the Balance of Power and the Liberties 
of Europe, it may prevent not only the moſt Ambitions, but 
the moſt Powerful from forming Schemes for deſtroying what 
Britain appears reſolved to preſerve. His Majeſty has done 
his Part by declaring his Reſolutions in his S from the 
Throne. Do not let us be deficient in ours. Our acknow- 
ledging the Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Reſolutions in this Re- 
ſpect, and taking this firſt Opportunity to concur with him in 
theſe Reſolutions, will very much encourage our Allies, and 


may 


Power, and preſerving the Tranquillity of Europe. 


you to reſolve, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, to return him the Thanks of this Houſe for his 
mot gracious Speech from the Throne. © ap 

To acknowledge his Majeſty's great Wiſdom, and his Ad- 
herence to the true lnteref of his Kingdoms, in reſolving to 
carry on this juſt and neceſſary War in the moſt proper Places, 
and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner; and in not 
ſuffering himſelf to be diverted or deterred from thoſe Mea- 
{ures. | BE | 
To give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances, that if any 
Power ſhould attempt to preſcribe or limit the Operations of 
War againft his declared Enemies, ſuch an extraordinary 
Proceeding would not fail to create a juſt Indignation in us, 
and determine us to concur in all proper Meaſures for vindi- 
cating and defending his Dignity and Honour againſt any In- 
ſults, and fruſtrating any Deſigns formed againſt us. 

To aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe will zealouſly ſtand 
by and ſupport him in adkering to the Engagements he is 
under for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Europe, 
pn the Event of the late Emperor's Death, as well as in the 
Proſecution of the preſent War. | | 
To expreſs our unſhaken and unalterable Fidelity and Af- 


F Fan whos a= a= © fi. Hoe 


on · 

of ection to his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and our 
of rdent Wiſhes, that all his Enterprizes for maintaining the 
-oft onour of his Crown, and the Rights of his People, may 


de bleſſed with Succeſs. 
Theſe, my Lords, are, in my Opinion, the Heads upon 
hich our Addreſs ought to be formed ; but as I am little 
cquainted with the Methods of Proceeding in this Houſe, 
ſhall leave it to your Lordſhips to coker, whether this 


in 
4 a MT ropoſition. which I have ventured to make to you, ought 
nto o ſtand as a Motion by itſelf, or whether it ought to be of- 
roje ered by way of Amendment to what the noble Duke has 
are een pleaſed to propoſe. 
ties Lord Hyndferd. 


My Lords, | 


hat 

one r the preſent Situation of the Affairs of Europe, I believe 
the very one of your Lordſhips will allow, that there never was 
ny Time, when there was a greater Neceſſity for teſtifying, 
Re- the moſt public and authentic Manner, a perfect Una- 


imity amongſt ourſelves, and a firm Confidence in his Ma- 
ity's Wiſdom and Condut. We are now engaged in a War 
gainſt one of the moſt powerful, and one of the moſt abſo- 
1740, kKER - | lute 


may now be carrying on for eſtabliſhing the Balance of Annozg- Geo. II. 


I ſhall add no more, my Lords, but conclude with moving — 


If we conſider the preſent Circumſtances of this Nation, Lord Hdſfrd. 


Anno 14. Geo. II. What Reſolutions our Neighbours have taken, Or may 
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vigorous Meaſures he is purſuing, for maintaining the Honour 


100 


take, with regard to the War between Spain and us, are not 
yet openly declared, at leaſt they are not publicly known; 
but his Majeſty having hinted to us, in his Speech, as if 
ſome of our Neighbours, intended to attempt to preſcribe 
Rules to us, I think we ought to thank his Majeſty for not 
allowing himſelf to be diverted or deterred from the juſt and 


of his Crown, and the undoubted Rights of his People. And 
at the ſame Tim& we ought to aſſure his Majeſty, that we 
will concur with him in all proper Meaſures for reſenting 
ſuch an Inſult, and for fruſtrating the Deſigns that may be 
formed againſt us by any Power whatſoever. TO. 
This, I ſay, my Lords, we ought by no Means to negle&, 
and we ought to take this, which is the firſt Opportunity of 
doing it; becauſe when our Neighbours ſee, that neither the 
King nor the Nation is to be terrified by any Threats they 
can make uſe of, nor by any Deſigns they can form, it will 
make them reflect upon the Danger they expoſe themſelye 
to, and this may prevent their attempting to carry ſuch De- 
ſigns into Execution. * 
Another Thing his Majeſty has mentioned in his Speech, 
J muſt take Notice of, becauſe I think our inſerting a proper 
Paragraph in our Addreſs, by way of Anſwer to what his 
Majeſty has ſaid upon that Head, will be of the utmoſt Con- 
ſequence to the Affairs of Europe, and may prevent a moſt 
general and a moſt dangerous War. Your Lordſhips muſt 
perceive, that I mean the important Scene opened in E 
by the Death of the late Emperor. His Majeſty has told us, 
and every one muſt ſee, that it is impoſſible to determine 
what Turn the Policy, Intereſts, or Ambition of the ſeveral 
Courts of Europe may lead them to take in this Critical 
ConjunQure. Ambition, my Lords, is always for fiſhing in 
troubled Waters, and the Affairs of Europe were never ina 
more troubled State, than what they have been thrown into 
by this unhappy Event, But when the Powers of Europe 
ſee that the Britiſß Nation, as well as the Brit; King, are 
reſolved to maintain the Balance of Power and the Liberties 
of Europe, it — prevent not only the moſt Ambitious, but 
the moſt Powerful from forming Schemes for deſtroying what 
Britain appears reſolved to preſerve. His Majeſty has done 
his Part by declaring his Reſolutions in his 8 from the 
Throne. Do not let us be deficient in ours. Our acknow- 
ledging the Wiſdom of his Majeſty's Reſolutions in this Re- 
ſpec, and taking this firſt Opportunity to concur with him in 
theſe Reſolutions, will very much encourage our Allies, and 
contribute to the Succeſs of thoſe Negotiations his Majeſty 
| may 


Power, and preſerving the Tranquillity of Europe. 


you to reſolve, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty, to return him the Thanks of this Houſe for his 
moſt gracious Speech from the Throne . 

To acknowledge his Majeſty's great Wiſdom, and his Ad- 
herence to the true Intereſt of his Kingdoms, in reſolving to 
carry on this juſt and neceſſary War in the moſt proper Places, 
and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner; and in not 
ſuffering himſelf to be diverted or deterred from thoſe Mea- 
ſures. | | 
To give his Majeſty the ftrongeſt Aſſurances, that if any 
Power ſhould attempt to preſcribe or limit the Operations of 
War againſt his declared Enemies, ſuch an extraordinary 
Proceeding would not fail to create a juſt Indignation in us, 
and determine us to concur in all proper Meaſures for vindi- 
cating and defending his Dignity and Honour againit any In- 
ſults, and fruſtrating any Deſigns formed againſt us. 

To aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe will zealouſly ſtand 
by and ſupport him in adkering to the Engagements he is 
nder for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Europe, 
pn the Event of the late Emperor's Death, as well as in the 
Proſecution of the preſent War. ; 

To expreſs our unſhaken and unalterable Fidelity and Af- 
ection to his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, and our 
ardent Wiſhes, that all his Enterprizes for maintaining the 

onour of his Crown, and the Rights of his People, may 
de bleſſed with Succeſs. : | 
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us, | 
ine Theſe, my Lords, are, in my Opinion, the Heads upon 
ral hich our Addreſs ought to be formed; but as I am little 
ical 


cquainted with the Methods of Proceeding in this Houſe, 
ſhall leave it to your Lordſhips to ers oy whether this 


in 
In Propoſition. which I have ventured to make to you, ought 
nto o ſtand as a Motion by itſetf, or whether it ought to be of- 
rope red by way of Amendment to what the noble Duke has 


een pleaſed to propoſe. 
Lord Hyndford. 
My Lords, - * 


r the preſent Situation of the Affairs of Europe, I believe 
ery one of your Lordſhips will allow, that there never was 
Ow- Time, when there was a greater Neceſſity for teſtifying, 
the moſt public and authentic Manner, a perfect Una- 
nin imity amongſt ourſelves, and a firm Confidence in his Ma- 
ity's Wiſdom and Conduct. We are now engaged in a War 
gainſt one of the moſt powerful, and one of the moſt abſo- 
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may now be carry ing on for eſtabliſhing the Balance of Aa tt, 


I fhall add no more, my Lords, but conclude with moving — 


If we conſider the preſent Circumſtances of this Nation, Lord Hyrd/.rd. 
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Annorg.Geo, II · lute Monarchies in Europe. We have formerly been engaged 
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in no Danger of being engaged in War on any ſuch Account. 
In every Part of his Conduct he has ſhewn, that he is ſwayed 


veſs of his Subjects; and the preſent War he did not engage 
in, till the Obſtinacy, Injuſtice and Violence of the Spaniard 
againſt future, by any Thing but by Force of Arms. The 


reaſonably be expected; but every one knows, that fron 


powerful, and more capable to hurt us. This Danger wil 


_ berties of Europe; nothing can preſerve the Liberties, tit | 


(422) 


in War ſolely for ſatisfying the Ambition of our Sovereign, 
or the private Piques and Reſentments of ſome of his Fa. 
vourites ; but, during his preſent Majeſty's Reign, we can be 


by nothing but the Honour of his Crown, and the Happi- 


at had FY FW PER” pow of 


made it evident to every Man in the Kingdom, that we 
could expect no Satisfaction for Injuries, nor Security 


War has been hitheyto conducted with the utmoſt Vigour, in 
the moſt proper Place, and with as much Succeſs as coull 


the very Beginning of the War we were, and till are in 
Danger- of having another Enemy to engage with, more 
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encreaſe in Proportion to our Succeſs, and nothing can contri 
. bute more to our eſchewing this Danger, than that of ſhewing 
a perfect Harmony and Unanimity amongſt ourſelves. 
With regard to the preſent Circumſtances of this Natia 
therefore, we ought upon this Occaſion, if ever, to expreli 
our Duty and Affection to his Majeſty, our Approbation 
his Meaſures, and our Confidence in his Wiſdom and Con 
duct, in the moſt full and explicit Terms. And with regauf 
to the preſent Situation of the Affairs of Europe, your Lon 
ſhips muſt all be ſenſible, how tickliſh it has been rendered 
by the late unfortunate Death of the Emperor : By this w 
timely Accident, thoſe who are profeſſed Enemies to the R 
Poſe and Liberties of Europe, have got ſuch an Opportunity 
for carrying their ambitious and dangerous Deſigns into Ex 
cution, as they | themſelves could ſcarcely have hoped far 
By this Accident, the Princes of Germany are left without 
Head, (and God knows how long they may continue ſo) tit 
Germanic Body is thereby rendered lifeleſs and inactive, au 
the Houſe of Auſtria is on every Side environed with Ent 
mies, ready to tear from it the Whole or a great Part of i 
Dominions. In this Situation nothing can preſerve the L 
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'Trade, or the Navigation of this Kingdom, but a ſpeec 
Alliance and Confederacy amongſt thoſe Princes and Stat 
that are Friends to Liberty, for defeating the Deſigns ( 
thoſe that are its declared Enemies; and the forming of ti 
Alliance or Confederacy will be greatly promoted or retardd 
by our Behaviocz in this Seſſion of Parliament. 


re 
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An the Princes and States of Europe are ſenſible of the Anno 74.Geo.IL," 
N Weight and the Power of this Nation, when we act bs I: 
Concord and Unanimity. If there appears to be a perfe 
ki Unanimity amongſt ourſelves, and a good Harmony between 

ed the King and his Parliament, the ſeveral Powers whoſe Inte- 

1 reſt it is to preſerve the Liberties of Europe will put a Conſi- 

F dence in this Nation, as they have done heretofore, and will 

of readily join with us in a Confederacy for our mutual Preſer- 

a vation; but if in this Seſſion of Parliament we ſhould by 

1 any Means ſhew a Coldneſs in our Duty and Affection to our 

4 Sovereign, or a Diffidence in his Conduct, the other Powers 

2 of P can 5 no Aſſiſtance from his Majeſty; which 

vill make them deſpair of being able to withſtand the Tor- 

on rent; and the Conſequence of this will be, that every one of 

3 them will endeavour to make the beſt Terms they can for 

5 g themſelves, and refuſe to join in any public Concert for 

wine oppoſing the ambitious Deſigns of thoſe who are, I may 

ay, by Nature as well as Situation, the profeſſed Enemies of 


Great Britain. | 

Let us conſider, my Lords, what a dreadful and dangerous 
State this Nation will be reduced to, if the Northern Powers 
ſhould be engaged in a War againſt one another, and the 
Flames of a Civil War kindled up amongſt the Princes of 
Germany. 'The ſeveral Branches of the Houſe of Bourbon 
will then be left at full Liberty to turn their whole united 
Force againſt this Nation, and againft this united Force we 
muſt ſtand ſingle and alone; for the Dutch, as they lie open 
to the Continent, and could expect no Aſſiſtance from Ger- 
many, would not dare to aſſiſt us. We are already engaged 
in a War againſt one of the Branches of the Houſe of Bour- 
kon: Another, and the moſt powerful of them, has already 
ſnhewn an Inclination to preſcribe or limit the Operations of 
our Arms. In my Opinion, they would have all united in 


ut te War againſt us, long before this Time, if it had not 
been for the Danger they may be expoſed to by our forming 
2 a powerful Alliance upon the Continent ; and againſt ſuch 


an united Force, it is hardly poſſible for us, in all human 
Probability, to ſtand ſingle and alone. It is therefore neceſ- 
ſary for our Safety, as well as for our Succeſs in the War we 
are now engaged in, to prevent, if poſſible, a War in the 
North, or a Civil War in Germany. This his Majeſty has 
reſolved on, and this he may effeQuate, if a due Weight be 
given to his Negotiations, by letting the World ſee, that 
his Majeſty will be ſupparted by the united Power of the. 
Parliament and People of Great Britain. ear an 
For this Purpoſe, my Lords, we ought, in our Addreſs 
upon this Occaſion, to expreſs ourſelves in as full and ex- 
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Lord Chancel - 


Jor, 


Lord Taſbet. 


— 


Lord Chancel- 
lor. $57 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. plicit a Manner, as ever a Britiſb Parliament did to their 


Sovereign. An Addreſs in general Terms may, at -other 
Times, be right. The Cuſtom of echoing back (as ſome 
affect to call it) his Majeſty's Speech from the Throne, may, 


for what I know, be wrong; but it- is a Cuſtom that has 


prevailed for many Years, and I am ſure it would be ve 
wrong in us, at this critical Conjuncture, to alter that Cul 
tom, or to ſhew leſs Reſpect for our Sovereign, than has for 
many Years been ſhewn upon the like Occafion ;. for which 
Reaſon, I cannot but approve and ſecond the Motion made 
by the noble Lord near me. *% 


As this laſt Motion was the ſecond Motion for the ſame 
Purpoſe, and as by the Forms of Proceeding, it was ne- 
ceſſary to put a Queſtion upon the firſt Motion, before the 
ſecond could be come at, the Lord Chancellor ſtood up, and 
after explaining the two Motions a little, both which he 
cauſed to be read, that they might be the better underſtood, 
he ſaid, he ſuppoſed the noble Lord meant to propoſe his 
Motion as an Amendment to the noble Duke's Motion. If 
this had been allowed of, the firit Queſtion would of courſe 
have been, To agree to the Amendment propoſed ; but 
Lord Talbot ſtood up, and ſhewed, that the noble Lord 
neither meant nor could mean to propoſe it by way of A- 
mendment, becauſe the firſt Paragraph in both Motions was 
Word for Word the ſame: That if the noble Lord. bad 
meant what he propoſed as .an Amendment to the noble 
Duke's Motion, he would have propoſed, that the firſt Pa- 
ragraph only of the latter ſhould be left ſtanding, that the 
two other . ſhould be left out, and in their Stead, 
by way of Amendment, he would have moved to inſert the 
Whole of what he has propoſed, except the firſt Paragraph; 
But this he had not done. According to his Manner of 
ſtating his Propoſition, it was plainly a diſtin& and a ſe- 
cond Motion, and therefore their Lordſhips were, by the 
Forms of Proceeding, to put the Queſtion upon the firſt 
Motion. Upon this the Lord Chancellor ſtood up and ſaid, 
That he roſe up only to ſpeak to their Methods and Order 
of Proceeding : 'That he granted the Motions ſeemed to be 


two diſtinct Motions, and therefore if their Lordſhips did 


not approve of the firſt, and had a Mind to come at the 
ſecond, the proper Way would be to put the previous Que» 
ſtion with regard to the firſt : However he would make no 
Motion ; he ſpoke to Order only, and would afterwards 
take an Opportunity to ſpeak to the Merits, | 


The 


5 (4) 
The Lord Cartenet. | 
My Lords, „ 851 2913 
In this Debate, as well as in a great many others, T find 


f the moſt miſchievous Conſequence in all Parliamentary 
:nquiries. They cannot, or will not diſtinguiſh between his 

ajeſty and his Miniſters 3 but call all public Meaſures his 
Majeſty's Meaſures, and from thence ſuppoſe, that thoſe 

ho find fault with any public Meaſure, are blaming his 
Majeſty's Conduct, and treſpaſſing againſt that Duty and Af- 
ection they owe to their Sovereign, This, my Lords, is a 
moſt unparliamentary Method of Proceeding ; for it is well 
known, that his Majeſty's Name ought never to be brought 
into any of our. Debates, When we take his Majeſty's 
peech into Conſideration, though we have heard it from 
is own Mouth, yet we do not conſider it as his Majeſty's 
Speech, but as the Speech of his Miniſters. Tho' we were 
n our private Capacity convinced, that his Majeſty had 
poke off-hand, and without Premeditation, or adviſing with 
any one of his Minifters, yet when we come to conſider 
hat Speech as Members of this Houſe, we are to conſider 
t as the Speech of his Miniſters; for while they continue 
iniſters, they are anſwerable to Parliament for every Thing 


\- he Parliament does or ſays, and if they think this a Hard- 
as ip, they may eafily avoid it, or get off on't, by re 
ad o accept of, or by throwing up their Employments. , 


With regard to all public Meaſures it is the ſame. When 


ar ve come to conſider them in this Houſe, we are to look on 
he hem as the Meaſures, not of the King, but of his Miniſters, 
d, yen tho' we were in our private Capacity convinced, that 
he e King had of his own Head purſued thoſe Meaſures, 
h: ithout conſulting with any of his Miniſters, and perhaps 
of WK ontrcary to their Advice: This, I ſhall allow, is likewiſe a 
ſe- | ardſhip upon Miniſters, but it is a great Advantage to the 
he ation ; and it muſt be allowed, that the Hardſhip is not ſo 
rt reat in making the Miniſters and Officers of the Crown an- 
id, wer for what the King does, as in making them anſwer for 
der hat he ſays; for the King may ſpeak without the Aſſiſt- 
be nce of any Miniſter or Officer, but he cannot a&, he can 
lid proſecute no public Meaſure without the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
the f his Miniſters or Officers. Therefore, when we hear any 
ue- ord adviſing us to approve of all his Majeſty's Meaſures 


o place an entire Confidence in his Majeſty's Wiſdom and 
donduct, we ought to turn it into the proper Parliamentary 
anguage, and then it will ſtand thus: I adviſe you to ap- 
prove of all the Meaſures purſued by his Majeſty's Miniſters, 
nd to place an entire Confidence in their Wiſdom and Con- 


zuct; which is an Advice that I hope your Lordſhips will 


| — 
ſome Lords are mighty apt to run into a Miſtake, which is Lord Carteret. 
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Annor4. Geo. II. always diſdain to take, I am ſure it would be no Sign 


1740 · 


either of your Duty and Affection to your Sovereign, or of 


your Regard to your Country, to follow any ſuch Advice. 


My Lords, I have as much Affection for my i 
and am as ſenſible of the Duty I owe him, as any Lord in 
this Houſe can pretend to: I have a great Confidence in his 
Wiſdom and Conduct, when he is not miſled by his Mini- 
ſters: But, as a Member of this Houſe, 1 have no Affection 
for his Miniſters; I owe them no Duty; and from what is 
paſt, I have no Reaſon to put any Confidence in their Wil 
dom or Conduct. Our Enemies may, perhaps, place a Con- 


 fidence in their Miſconduct, but I am ſure our Friends, 


neither Abroad nor at Home, can place any Confidence in 
their good Conduct. Therefore, the beft Way to reſtore a 
Confidence among our Friends Abroad, and our People at 


Home, would be, to let them ſee that this Houſe. is re- 


ſolved to re- aſſume and exerciſe its antient Right of being his 
Majeſty's gr:at and chief Council; and that our future Mea- 
ſures will be adviſed, not by thoſe who have led Europe, as 
well as their own Country, into Diſtreſs, but by a free and 
independent Britiſb Parliament. This, I fay, would be the 
proper Way to reſtore a Confidence in our future Conduct 
among our Friends, both Abroad and at Home; and no- 
thing can contribute more to this deſirable, this neceſſary End, 
than our agreeing to the Addreſs propofed by the noble Duke. 
If your Lordihips compare the two Motions now before 
the Houſe, you cannot but ſee the Difference between the 
Work of a Miniſter, laying Snares for an Approbation of his 
Conduct, and the Work of a free and independent Member 
of this Houte, exprefling his Duty to his Sovereign with 
Dignity and a true Affection. The noble Duke's Motion 
appears to be the Work of a good Workman. Whether 
your Lordſhips agree to it or no, it will remain upon Re- 
cord, and will for ever be an Honour to him that pro- 
ſed it. It is ſtrong: It is Laconick : It expreſſes in a few 
Words all the Duty and Affection to our Sovereign, that is 
meant by the other: It expreſſes more; it expreſſes that 
which is our real Duty, and the beſt Sign of our Affection 
to our Sovereign: I mean, that we will exert ourſelves in 
our high Capacity of hereditary great Council of the 
Crown, to which all other Councils, even his Majeſty's Ca- 
binet Council, are ſubordinate and accountable, Can your 
Lordſhips find fault with any one Word in this Motion? Wil 
you weaken it by Wire-drawing it, or by adding any un- 

deſerved Compliments to the Miniſter ? "9M he 
If no Fault could be found with any of our late Mea- 
ſures, if all of them deſerved the higheſt Approbation, ſs 
2 f noble 
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noble Duke's Motion would be a proper Motion, and all we Anno 14. Geo. II. 
ſhould ſay upon this Occaſion. But when our Meaſures are 1740 
the Subject of a general Complaint at home, and an univer- Gnyymmmnd 
ſal Ridicule abroad, will your Lordſhips reject ſuch a Mo- 
tion, in order to come at a Motion that implies an Approba- 
tion of all our late Meaſures? I ſay reject, my Lords, for 
the previous Queſtion is but a parliamentary Method of re- 
jecting. When ſuch a Motion as this is thrown out by the pre- 
vious Queſtion, and another upon the ſame Subject agreed to; 
it is as effectually rejected, as if it had been rejected in ex- 
preſs Terms, becauſe it can never afterwards be agreed to, 
which ſhews a very material Difference between putting the 
previous Queſtion upon a Motion of this Nature, and put- 
ting it upon a Motion that may the very next Day be re- 
vived and agreed to. Therefore, if you throw out the 
noble Duke's Motion, by Means of the previous Queſtion, 
the whole World will think, we have rejected it, in order 
to paſs Compliments upon our Miniſter's Conduct. Will 
this, my Lords, add to the Character of this Aſſembly ? 
Will it not occaſion the moſt ſevere Reflections among all 
thoſe that complain of our late Mezſures at home, and alſo 
among all thoſe that make our Meaſures the Subject of daily 
Ridicule abroad ? 
By rejecting this Motion, therefore, we expoſe ourſelves 
to the Danger of univerſal Contempt both abroad and at 
home: By agreeing to it, we cannot expoſe either our our- 
ſelves or the Nation to the leaſt Danger. Can our agreeing \ 4 
unanimouſly to ſuch an Addreſs as this, be a Sign of any | 
Diſcord amongſt ourſelves, or of any Jealouſy between the 
King and his Parliament? Or can it derogate from that 
Confidence, which we ought to cheriſh in our Allies? My 
Lords, if any Diſcord ſhould ariſe amongſt ourſelves, they 
only are to blame, who endeavour to reject this Motion, in 
order to make way for ſome Compliments to our Miniſter : 
If any Jealouſy ſhould ariſe between the King and his Par- 
liament, they only are to blame, who endeayour to ſcreen 
our Miniſter under the ſacred Name of Majeſty ; and if any 
Diſaffection ſhould ariſe among the People, they only are 
to blame, who endeavour to get the Parliament to approve 
of what the People in general condemn. By agreeing to this 
Motion we ſhall reſtore that Confidence, which we ought 
to cheriſh amongſt our Allies: By rejecting it, and approv- 
ing of our late Meaſures, we ſhall reduce them to Deſpair. 
They deſpiſe our Miniſters ; they deſpiſe their Conduct; 
their only Hopes are in a free and independent Britiſb Parli- 
ament. If they find that the Parliament continues to ap- 
prove of the Miniſter's Meaſures by the Lump, and with- 
. out 


Anno 14. Geo. II. Out any Enquiry 6 they will loſe the only Hope they haye 
left. They will no longer expect any Change of Meaſure, 


1740. 


| pretended he did not foreſee, that if we let one Inſult paſs 
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or Miniſters from the Parliament; and they can expect 10 
Wiſdom or Conduct from a Miniſter who has, for almoſt 20 
Years, been demonſtrating to the World, that he has nei. 
ther Wiſdom nor Conduct. He may have a little low Cun- 
ning, ſuch as thoſe have that buy Cattle in Smithfield Mar. 
ket, or ſuch as a French Valet makes uſe of for managing 
an indulgent Maſter ; but the whole Tenor of his Condutt 
has ſhewn, that he has no true Wiſdom. 'This our Allies 
know and hemoan ; this our Enemies know and rejoice in; 
and this the preſent dangerous State of Affairs, both abroad 
and at home, is a melancholy Proof of. | 

I ſhould avoid, my Lords, the ungrateful Taſk of ſhew- 
ing the Blunders and Errors in our late Conduct, if the 
Miniſters themſelves had not made it neceſſary for me to 
undertake it. If they had aſk'd no Approbation, I ſhould, 
for this Day at leaſt, have found no Fault; but as they in- 
fiſt upon having a parliamentary Approbation, and for that 
Purpoſe to have one of the beſt Motions I ever heard made 
in this Houſe, rejected, I think I am bound in Duty, both 
to your Lordſhips and my Country, to expoſe the Weakneh 
of their Conduct, and to ſhew that the preſent State of Af. 
fairs, both at home and abroad, which they themſelves 
allow to be dangerous, proceeds entirely from their own 
Blunders. With regard to the preſent Circumſtances of 
this Nation, we have been inſulted and plundered by the 
Spaniards, for almoſt 20 Years. Did this proceed from the 
Power of Spain, or the Weakneſs of this Nation? Every 
one knows it did not. We had it always in our Power to 
make that Nation feel the Weight of our Reſentment ; and 
we let ſlip ſeveral Opportunities, when we might have done 
it in a moſt exemplary Manner, when there was no Danger 
of their being aſſiſted by any Power in Europe, and when 
we were ſure of Aſſiſtance from our Allies, if they had. 
From whence then did our diſhonourable and deſtructive 
Patience proceed? From the Weakneſs of our Miniſter, and 
from that alone : He did not foreſee, or for ſome ſelfiſh End 


unpuniſhed, we were ſure of meeting with a ſecond. He 
truſted to Negotiations and Treaties, tho* he knew that ſuch 
Inſults ought to put an Eud to all Negotiation, and that 
ſuch Depredations were in direct Violation of the moſt ſo- 
lemn Treaties. In this Caſe, was it not evident, that we 
could truſt to no future Treaty, that we could expect no 
Security in Time to come, but by a proper Reſentment of 
what was paſt? Yet he deferred reſenting for alm = 20 

| ; DE, ears: 
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omplaints of our Merchants, and the repeated Addreſſes 


plunder. By this Conduct the Nation was rendered ſo con- 
emptible, that the Spaniards thought they as uſe us as 
hey pleaſed: This 'made them redouble their Depredations, 
nd confirmed them in their Obſtinacy; fo that when our 
iniſter found himſelf obliged, for his own Safety, to inſiſt 
deremptorily upon Satisfaction and Security, the Spaniards, 
magining from his former puſillanimous Conduct, that he 
ould not dare to begin Hoſtilities againſt them, as per- 

mptorily refuſed his Demand. | | : 
Thus your Lordſhips may ſee, that the War we are now 


gaged in, is entirely owing to the Blunder of our Miniſ- 
he er; for if the firſt Inſult put upon us by the Spaniards, 
Q frer the Treaty in 1721, had been properly reſented, and 


l Satisfaction and Reparation peremptorily inſiſted on, the 
aniard. would not have ventured upon a ſecond, -. nor 


e old were ſufficient, if they had been obſerved. But this, 
y Lords, was not all; whilſt our Miniſter, by his blun- 
Tring Timidity, to call it no worſe, was encouraging the 
paniards to continue their Depredations, and to perſiſt ob- 
inately in their Refuſal of Juſtice, by another Train of 
lunders he was detaching from us every Ally we had in 
je World, cementing a cloſe Union between Frante and 
hain, and eſtabliſhing a laſting Cauſe of Quarrel between 
„ain and the Emperor. By the Time he had effected theſe 
iſe Purpoſes, the Inſolence of Spain towards us grew in- 
fterable : The People of this Nation could bear it no 


nger ; they would not allow him to bear it. Thus he 
Ine und himſelf obliged to begin, or at leaſt not to oppoſe 
ger r beginning Hoſtilities againſt Spain, at the moſt unſeaſon- 
en le Time he could have choſen during the whole Courſe 


his Adminiſtration ; for that the Time was unſeaſonable, 


ive all readily admit; but we were under an abſolute and 
nl re Neceſſity, and the Neceſfity we were under, as well as 
ind e Unſcaſonableneſs of the Time, were both owing to our 
al BW iniſter's Miſconduct. Theſe Meaſures he was, or pre- 
He ded to be led into by the ridiculous Conceit of preſerv- 
ach Wl the Tranquillity of Furope, and the Peace of this Nati- 
hat , at a Time when every Year, every Month was fur- 


ing us with a juſt Cauſe of War againſt Spain, and con- 
uently with a good Reaſon for diſturbing the Tranquillity 
Europe, if we could, in order to have an Opportunity for 


of ing our Revenge of the Spaniard;, without Danger of 
ow eir being aſſiſted by any other Power in Europe. 
770. -- B44 This, 


ears: He continued to ſuffer notwithſtanding the repeated Anno 14. Geo. II. 
df Parliament; and the Spaniards continued to inſult and GW No 


ould we have had Occaſion for any new Treaty, becauſe 


in the moſt vigorous Manner, I think you ought, as — 


Anno 14. Geo. II. This, my Lords, was the Conduct of our Miniſter in 
1740: 


Time of Peace; and ſince the War began. I am ſure it ha 
been no way mended. After what the noble Duke, who 
muſt ' be allowed to be a good Judge, had faid upon the 
Subject, I was really ſurprized to hear it propoſed, that thi 
Houſe ſhould acknowledge the Miniſter's great Wiſdom, in 
reſolving to carry on this juſt and neceſſary War in the mol 
proper Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Man- 
ner. I wiſh the noble Lord had told us when the Miniſter 
took this wiſe Reſolution, or how it appears that any ſuch 
Reſolution has been yet taken, I am ſure, it does not appear 
from any thing yet done in any Part of the World. Thy 
Reſolution ought certainly to have been taken, as ſoon a 
we reſolved to begin Hoſtilities, and we ought to have be 
un Hoſtilities by carrying this Reſolution into Execution; 
f we had done ſo, Spain would have been obliged to ſub 
mit before this Time : We might have put an End to the 
War by the firſt Blow, if we had aimed it aright, and give 
it in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner. a 
But inſtead of this, my Lords, we have done next to n- 
thing. It is now a Year and a half very near, ſince we 
ought to have begun Hoſtilities ; it is fifteen Months fine 
we iſſued Orders for Reprizals ; it is thirteen Months findt 
we declared War: The War has already coſt us three d 
four Millions, excluſive of the Loſs our Merchants have ſut* 
fered from Captures; and as yet we have done nothing be 
ſides taking a few Ships, and deſtroying a few Caſtles. | 
am far from endeavouring to depreciate the Service done) 
Admiral Vernon at Porto Bel and Chagre ; it was a molt lig 
nal and ſurprizing Service, confidering how he was provided 
but it is but a Trifle conſidering what we might have don 
and what he would have done, had he been properly pro 
vided ; and I will venture to ſay, it was neither intendet 
nor expected by our Miniſter. Can we then acknowledg 
his great Wiſdom in reſolving to carry on the War in tl 
molt proper Places, or in the moſt vigorous and effectul 
Manner? I fay, my Lords, the Miniſter's great Wiſdom; 
for this is what muſt be intended to be meant by every P: 
ragraph in our Addreſs, that relates to any paſt Meaſure 
In fuch Caſes, it is not his Majeſty's, but his Miniſter 
great Wiſdom we are to acknowledge; and thus his Tod 
without doors will be inſtructed to explain it to the People. 
If your Lordſhips mean no ſuch Thing, I hope you vw 
be cautious of giving them any ſuch Handle ; for inſtead « 
giving any Man a Pretence to ſay, upon your Authority 
that the War has been puſhed in the moſt proper Places, « 


. 


in d ina vigorous and effectual Manner in no Place whatſoever. 1740. 
who f we were in Danger at the Beginning of the War of having wiv = 
other Enemy, beſides Spain, to engage with, it ſhould | 


ave been a Reaſon for our puſhing the War at the Be- 
Diſpatch, in order to force the Spaniards to a Submiſſion, or 
dre that other Power could be prepared for aſſiſting them. 


hey havenot yet declared againſt us, and I am not for pro- 
This oking ſuch a formidable Power by: Words; for Words ſome- 
mes irritate more than Deeds. If they ſhould declare againſt 
s, or if they ſhould attempt to preſcribe or limit the Ope- 
ations of his Majeſty's Arms, we muſt ſtand upon our own 
egs. I hope we ſhall ſhew chem that we are able to defend 


hey labour under Teyeral' Diſadvantages I could name, but 
s I am for Deeds, when they become proper, and not for 

ords, which can never be proper, I ſhall mention none of 
hoſe Diſadvantages, becauſe it might give Provocation, and 
an be of no Service. However, I may mention one Advan- 
age they have over us : They have a Miniſter that is not 
nly reſpectable, as they call it, but reſpected, both by the 
deople and the King. This is a great Advantage, for it is 


iniſter hated and deſpiſed by the People: It deſtroys or 
enders uſeleſs one Half of their Power; becauſe their Ene- 
nies can do more with Half than they can do with double 
he Force. Therefore if we ſhould at laſt be involved in a 
ar againſt France as well as Spain, I hope this Houſe will 
iſe their Endeavours, to have our Affairs put under the Con- 
luct of thoſe that have ſome Credit and Eſteem among the 
People. If this Houſe ſhould now begin to uſe Endeavours 
or this Purpoſe, it might perhaps prevent the Nation's being 
ngaged in ſuch a heavy and dangerous War; for nothing 
an more encourage France to join againſt us, than the little 
igour we have yet ſhewn in the Proſecution of the War. 

I know, my Lords, it has been ms, in Excufe for our 
ot having puſhed the War with more Vigour and Diſpatch, 
hat we could not ſpare any of the Troops we had on Foot at 
he Beginning of the War ; and that a Body of Land-Forces 
ere ſent to the Veil. Indies as ſoon as Troops could be raiſed, 
Ind a Squadron and Tranſport Ships provided for cMvoying 
and tranſporting them thither. Suppoſe this were true, it is 
7ery. bad Policy, in the preſent Situation of the Affairs of 
urope, to make uſe of the Argument. Does not every one 
1740. 1112 know, 


inning with all imaginable Vigour, and with all poſſible 
> reap ſome ſignal and laſting Advantages for ourſelves,” be- 
co Put why ſhould this Power be mentioned in our Addreſs? 


urſelves, and make them repent joining with our Enemies. 


f infinite Loſs to a Nation to be under the Conduct of a 


oflible, to enter into an Enquiry, why it has yet been puſh- Anno 74. Geo. II. 


Anno 1 4.Geo.11. know, that this Nation cantot be invaded by a great Force, 
as long as we have a ſuperior Fleet at Sea? A numero 
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of Ships ſufficient for tranſporting them, and a Squadron ſub 
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Land-Army cannot therefore be neceſſary, unleſs the greateſ 
Part of our own People be diſaffected; and will any one fay, 
that we muſt have at leaſt 30,000 Men in Britain and be 
land, to ſupport the Government againſt the Diſaffected 
Will this induce foreign States to put a Confidence in the 
Power of this Nation? Will this give Weight to his Majel. 
ty's Negotiations, or enable him to form a Confederacy for 
ſupporting the Balance of Power in Europe? 1 
My Lords, the Revolution is a Proof, that when the People 
are generally diſaffected, an Army is not to be depended on. 
If a ſmall foreign Force ſhould by any Means come ſafe a- 
ſhore in favour of the Diſaffected, both the People and the 
Army would join them, by which means thoſe that had en- 
ter'd into an Alliance with his Majeſty, might meet with the 
ſame Misfortune France met with, by joining in an Alliance 
with the late King Fames : They might thereby have the 
united Power of Britain thrown into the Scale againſt them, 
It is therefore a moſt unwiſe, a moſt wicked, and a moſt falk 
Inſinuation to pretend, that out of 30,000 Men, the Num- 
ber of regular Troops we had in Britain and Ireland when the 
War began, we could not ſpare 4 or 5000 to be ſent direQy 
to the West- Indies. And it is as unwiſe, and as falſe to pretend, 
that we could not in a few Weeks have provided a Number 
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ficient for convoying them. At the Time of the Revolution, 
the Dutch provided a Squadron of fifty Men of War, and 
Tranſports for 14,000 Men, of which a great Number wa 
Cavalry, in three Months Time, for accompanying the 
Prince of Orange to England. I ſay, my Lords, in three 
Montks Time; for it was in July that the firſt Reſolution to 
aſſiſt the Prince of Orange was taken by the States General, 
and they prepared with ſuch Expedition, that ſoon after the 
Beginning of October, a Fleet of 50 Men of War, 25 Fri 
gates, 25 Fireſhips, and near 400 Tranſports, with an Ar- 
my of 10,000 Foot, and 4000 Horſe, were ready to fail, 
and actually did fail, upon the 19th of that Month. If the 
Dutch were able to fit out ſuch a Fleet in three Months, ſhall 
it be pretended, will any one dare to inſinuate, that the 
Britiſb Nation was not able to fit out a Squadron of 20 or 
30 Men of War, and Tranſports for 6 or 5000 Men, all In- 
fantry, in leſs than eighteen Months? Thoſe that make ſuch 

nfinua@ns are, I am ſure, more ſolicitous about making an 
Excuſe for the Miniſter, than they are about the Character of 
their Country, or the Credit of their Sovereign. | 
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dangerous as it muſt be confeſſed to be, is entirely owing to 
the Miſconduct of our Miniſter; and I ſhall immediately 
 ſhew, that the preſent unlucky Situation of the Affairs of 
Europe is chiefly owing to the ſame Cauſe. That the Affairs 
of Europe are at preſent in a moſt unſettled State, that the 
Balance of Power is in the moſt imminent Danger, is con- 
feſſed by the Friends of our Miniſter, and is by them made 
an Argument for our approving of his Conduct. How juſt 


le The Affairs of Europe muſt be re-ſettled, the Balance of 
d. Power muſt be re-eſtabliſhed, either by a moſt difficult Ne- 
a gotiation, or by a moſt dangerous War; and this Nation 
he muſt, in either of theſe Methods, have a principal Share. 
b- If by Negotiation, ſhall we truſt the Management of that 
he Negotiation to thoſe, who have been for 20 Years negotiat- 
Ct ing with Spain,” and inſtead of adjuſting any one Difference 
he between the two Nations, have rendered every one of them 
m. 


more perplexed, and have at laſt negotiated us into a War? 
If by War the Affairs of Europe are to be re · ſettled, ſhall we 
truſt the Management of ſuch a dangerous War to thoſe, 
who have for near 18 Months been carrying on a War a- 
gainſt the languid and defenceleſs Kingdom of Spain, with- 
out reaping any one Advantage to their native Country, or 


der doing any notable Miſchief to the Enemy ? The preſent un- 
ub lucky Situation of the Affairs of Europe is, therefore, as 
on, ſtrong an Argument as can be urged, for our enquiring into, 


inſtead of approving the Conduct of our Miniſter, and for our 
was declaring in our Addreſs upon this Occaſion, as the noble 
Duke has deſired, that we will exert ourſelves in our high 
ee Capacity of hereditary great Council of the Crown. 

I to If it could be ſaid, that our Miniſter has had no Hand in 


ral, bringing the Affairs of Europe into their preſent dangerous, 
the WT may {ay dreadful Situation: If it could be ſaid, that their 
” preſent Situation is entirely owing to unforeſeen - Accidents, 


and not to any Error in his Conduct; yet his Conduct with 
regard to Spain muſt convince every impartial Man, that he 
the either knows how to conduct a Negotiation, nor how to 
hall arry on a War. But can it be ſaid, that he has had no 
the Share in bringing the Affairs of Europe into their preſent 
0 or Niſtreſſed Condition, or that this diſtreſſed Condition is owing 


In. o any Accident? Can the Emperor's Death be called an Ac- 
ſuch ident? Can the Death of any Man be called an Accident ? 
a y Lords, it is a true and a common Proverb, Nothing is 
r of ore certain than Death: The Time is uncertain, but the 


vent is infallible ; and therefore common Prudence direRs us 
Thus provide as ſoon as poſſible, againſt every Misfortune that 
| | may 


this Argument is, I ſhall leave to your Lordſhips to conſider. 


Thus it appears, my Lords, that our preſent Situation, Anao14.Oco.Ile. 
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Anno 14.Geo, Il. may enſue from a Perſon's Death. The Houſe of Auſtria be- 


gan early to provide againſt the Death of the late Emperor 


bsy the Pragmatic Sanction ; and if we/ had early enough 


taken proper Meaſures for guarantying that Settlement, the 
preſent unfortunate State of Europe might have been pre- 
vented. The Pragmatic Sanction is far from being a late or 
a novel Invention; it is founded upon the Pacta Conventa in 
1703, between Leopold, and his two Sons, Fo/eph and Charles: 
They were ſenſible of the Prejudice their Family would fuf- 
fer by a Diviſion of its Dominions, they foreſaw the Danger 
that would enſue from a diſputed Sueceſſion, and therefore 
they agreed, that the Females as well as the Males of their 
Houſe ſhould be eſtabliſhed in the Right of Primogeniture, 
In 1713, this Agreement was drawn into the Form of'a 
Settlement or Entail; and laid before the Emperor's Council, 
where it was confirmed, and the Pragmatic Sanction, the 
Name then given to it, eſtabliſhed. In 1720, this Pragma- 
tic Sanction was received and confirmed by the States of 
Auſtria, and ſoon after, an Application was made to us for 
our Guarantee. We had then an Opportunity of getting the 
Affairs of Germany ſe ſettled, as would have prevented any 
Diſputes ; but our preſent Miniſter, who then began to have 
a great Influence upon all our Meafures, had, it ſeems, laid 
it down as a Maxim, to preſerve a cloſe Correſpondence with 
the Court of France; and therefore, left we ſhould diſoblige 
that Court, we abſolutely refuſed the Suit made to us by the 
Court of Vienna, or to give ourſelves any Trouble about the 
Misfortunes that might be occaſioned by the Emperor's 
Death. . 

This, my Lords, threw the Emperor into the Arms of 
Spain, and the Aﬀeront ſoon after put by the Court of France 
upon that of Spain, together with our Miniſter's refuſing the 
ſole Mediation offered, for adjuſting all the Differences ſub- 
ſiſting between Spain and the Emperor, which he refuſed 
likewiſe for Fear of diſobliging France, made Spain as ready 
to fly into the Arms of the Emperor, which produced the 
Treaty of Vienna between theſe two Powers in 1725. I ſhall 
ſay nothing, my Lords, of the terrible Phantoms our Mini- 
ſter took Occaſion from this Treaty to frighten us with. The 
over-grown Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, and that vora- 
cious Creature Don Carlos, that was to ſwallow us all up, 
mult be remembered by every Man that has read or heard of 
the Tranſactions of thoſe Times. Nor-ſhall I trouble your 
Lordſhips with Remarks upon our Counter-Treaty of Ha- 
7over, Which led us into ſuch a Train of Blunders, Misfor- 
tunes, and Expence; becauſe it has been often and ſufficient- 
ly expoſed. I ſhall only obſerve, that our Conduct after 
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that, for ſome Years, made it impoſſible for the Court of Annorg. Geo. Ic. 


Vienna to make any farther Progreſs in the Pragmatic Sancti- 
on, or in guarding againſt the Misfortunes that were like to 
enſue upon the Emperor's Death. At laſt, in 1731, our 
Miniſter, in order to get out of a Snare he had led himſelf 
into, agreed at once to an abſolute Guarantee of the Prag- 
matic Sanction, without taking the leaft Care to adjuſt the 
Differences that ſubſiſted between the Houſe of Auſtria and 
the other Princes of Germany, and, I believe, without the 
leaſt Thought how he was to make good that Guarantee; 


for even the Dutch were at firſt no Parties to that Treaty; 


though they were afterwards. prevailed on to accede to it 
upon certain Conditions, by the goed Conduct of a noble 
Lord I have in my Eye. i | 

But the Difference between the Dutch Conduct and ours 


is, in this reſpect, very remarkable: We jump'd into this 


Guarantee without obtaining, without, I believe, aſking 
any one Advantage for ourſelves, for the Reaſon I have al- 
ready aſſigned. The Dutch ſtood aloof for very near a Twelve- 
month, and made uſe of this Handle to obtain, both from 
the Emperor and us, almoſt every Favour they could afk. 
They got us to interpoſe, and to procure a Peace for, them 
with the Agerines, though it was very much our Intereſt to 
have prevented it; and they got us to interpoſe, and get a 
Difference then ſubſiſting between them and Denmark, ac- 
commodated to their own Satisfaction, though it was our 
Intereſt to have protracted that Diſpute. - They got the Em- 
peror to ſettle the Affair of Eaft-Friſeland, ſo far as he could, 
to their Liking ; and to give them a Security for the Pay» 
ment of a -Sum of Money due to them on account of the 
Barrier in Flanders, beſides ſeveral other Advantages : And 
at laſt they did not accede but upon Conditions, and not till 
after the Pragmatic Sanction had been guaranteed by the 
Diet of the Empire. Will any one ſay, that the Dutch are 
not as much concerned about preſerving entire the Poſſeſſions 
of the Houſe of Auflria as we are? Will any one ſay, we 
are not as able to ſtand upon our own Legs as the Dutch are ? 
We had, it is true, very little to aſk from the Houſe of Au- 


ria in favour of ourſelves ; but we might have obtained 


ſome Conceſſions in fayour of ſome Princes, that would 
have made the Guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction a leſs 
knotty Point than it is like to prove. | 

The Imperial Court having thus, as I have faid, my 


Lords, obtained the Guarantee of this Nation, they imme- 


diately applied themſelves to the Diet of Ratiſbon, and got 

the Pragmatic Sanction eſtabliſhed, and guaranteed by al- 

moſt the unanimous Conſent of the Princes and -States _ 
| | 
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„Guarantee. The Electors Palatine, Bavaria; Saxony, 


and the little Biſhop of Frey/engen, whom the Duke of 
Bavaria got to join with them, were the only Princes that 
roteſted againſt it: Of theſe the Elector of Saxony has ſince 
Joined in the Guaranteez and the others did not proteſt 
againſt it on Account of any Claim that either of them pre- 
tended to the Whole or any Part of the Dominions of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, but on Account of Hungary and thoſe 
other Auſtrian Dominions being included in the Guarantee, 
which were; properly no Part of the Empire. 
From this Account your Lordſhips will ſee, that the Efta- 
bliſhment of the n Sanction was long delayed, even 
in the Empire itſelf, by the Blunders of our Miniſter, and 
by his moſt unaccountable Attachment to the Court of 
France. But this was not the ſole bad Conſequence of his 
Miſconduct: The Pragmatic Sanction was guaranteed, but 
the Differences among the Princes of the Empire remained 


unadjuſted, and no Care was taken for preventing Diſputes 


about the Election of an Emperor, in Caſe of the Death of 
the then Emperor, before the Empire's having choſen a King 
of the Romans, both which Points might have been ſettled, 
if we had taken right Meaſures for that Purpoſe before 
guarantying the Pragmatic Sanction; but as one Blunder 
generally leads a Man into a ſecond, and from that to a 
third, our Miniſter was drove headlong into this Gua- 
rantee by a Blunder he had committed in the Treaty of 
Seville. | | 

This, my Lords, is one of the chief Cauſes of the preſent 
dangerous State of Affairs in Europe, and the other Cauſe is 
ſtill more manifeſtly owing to his Miſcondut. By his cauſe- 
leſsly picking a Quarrel with the Emperor, on Account of 
the Treaty at Vienna in 1725, and by the Meaſures he took 
after the Treaty of Hanover, he reſtored and cemented an 
Union between the Courts of France and Spain, and threw 
2 Bone of Contention between the Courts of Madrid and 
Vienna, which produced the War in 1733 againſt the Em- | 
peror; and by our Inactivity in that War, the Emperor was 
diveſted of the two Sicilies, and the whole Dukedom of Le- 
rain annexed. to the Crown of France; and, which was 
worſe than either, not only a Diſtruſt, but a Sort of Reſent- 
ment created in the Court of Vienna againſt this Nation, 
which makes me doubtful, whether. the Death of the late 
Emperor was a Loſs or an Advantage to us. But whatever 
it was to the Nation, I am convinced, it was an Advantage, 


at leaſt a temporary Advantage, to our Minifter ; for while 


he continued in the Adminiſtration of our Affairs, and the 
| | Emperor 
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Emperor lived, France knew: wo -couldexpeR no A fiſtance Annorg-Ococtl. 
— the Court of Nienna. This left them at full Liberty 174. 
to join with Spain againſt us; and they \yould probably 
have done ſo before this Time ; but by the Emperor's Death 
their Attention was drawn another Way, ' which made them 
ſaſpend declaring againit us. The Emperor's Death was, 
therefore, a temporary Advantage to our Miniſter ; but if 
we do not now play our Cards very dextrouſly, which, I 
am perſuaded, it is not in his Power to do, this temporary | 
Advantage may end in the. Thraldom of Exrope, and the 
Ruin of this Nation. | 4 
I hope, my Lords, I have now ſhewn, that whatever 
Danger there may be in the preſent Situation of the Affairs 
of Europe, it is entirely owing to the Miſconduct of the Mi- 
niſter, whoſe Meaſures we are now deſired implicitly to ap- 
prove of ; but though I muſt allow the Danger to be great, 
yet if this Nation acts with tolerable Prudence and Vigour, 
I do not think it near ſo great as it has been repreſented ; 
and therefore .I cannot think it was right to mention the 
Emperor's Death in the Manner in which it is mentioned in 
his Majeſty's Speech. We ought not, in ſuch an anticipated 
Manner, to ſuggeſt Jealouſies and Fears about the Balance 
of Power and the Liberties of Europe. The Pragmatic 
Sanction is a Security againſt all Attempts upon either. Let 
us confider, my Lords, that the Pragmatic SanQion was but 
lately guarantyed by France for a very valuable Conſiderations - 
and that no Power in Europe will attempt any thing againſt 
that Settlement without the Aſſiſtance of France. If the 
preſent French Miniſters ſhould begin to act againſt. what 
they guarantyed ſo lately as in the Year 1738, it would 
render them as odious as the French Miniſtry was in Leauis 
the XIVth's Time, which at laſt raiſed ſuch a Confed 
againſt that Nation, as made their Grand Monarch tremble 
upon his Throne. Such a barefaced Breach of Faith would 
hang like a Load of Iron about their Necks: It would draw 
the Iron of all the Powers of Europe upon them; and there- 
fore I cannot believe they will attempt any ſuch thing, unleſs 
they are prompted to it by a ſuppoſed Timidity or Perplexi- | 
ty in the Counſels of this Nation. This they may perhaps, 
from our late Conduct, have ſome Ground to ſuppoſe ; and 
for this very Reaſon, we ought to agree to the noble Duke's 
Motion, in order to ſhew them that our future Counſels are 


4 | 


to flow from a very different Fountain, 
Duke of Newcaſtle. _- | 
My Lords, Be | | 
If the preſent Criſis of Affairs did not, in my Opinion, Duke of News 
require from us ſomething extraordinary upon this Occaſion, cafe. 
1740, Mmm I ſhould 


Anno 14. Oeo. II. I ſhoald moſt readily agree to the noble Dukes Motion, be- 
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pe more ſtrongly or more emphatically expreſſed, than they 


| imaginable Regard for the firſt, as well as I have for the 


mention to us in his Speech from the Throne; but thoſe 
Reſolutions, call them his Majeſty's or call them the Mini- 


proper Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Man- 
ner. We are not to thank his Majeſty for having carried 
on the War in the moſt proper Places, or in the moſt vi- 


-. Reſolution referred to by any thing propoſed in the ſecond 
- Motion. His Majeſty in his Speech has told us, that if 


©. 


. 
cauſe I think our Duty and Affection to his Majeſty cannut 


are in his Motion; but as ſeveral Circumſtances: of Affain 
abroad .require from us ſome particular Expreſſions of Duty 
and Affection adapted to thoſe Circumſtances, and as the 
noble Lord near me has taken care to make uſe of 

ons in his Motion extremely proper for this Purpoſe, I muſt 
be for our agreeing to the ſecond Motion, though I have all 


noble Duke that made it. : | 45 

The Objections I have hitherto heard againſt the ſecond 
Motion are all founded upon a Suppoſition, which, 'I.think, 
cannot be drawn from any thing expreſſed in the Motion. 
It is ſuppoſed, my Lords, that the ſecond Motion contains 
an implied Approbation of all our paſt Meaſures. . I heard 
the noble Lord make it; I afterwards heard it read over 
at your Table; I have ſince read it over by myſelf with 
the utmoſt Attention, and I proteſt I cannot find ſo much 
as an implied Approbation of any one Meaſure lately tranſ-, 
acted. It contains indeed an expreſs Approbation of ſome 
of his Majeſty's Reſolutions, which he has been pleaſed to 


ſter's, which your Lordſhips will, are ſuch as, I am certain, 
no noble Lord in this Houſe, nor any Man in the Nation, 
that wiſhes well to his Country, will diſapprove: of. His 
Majeſty has told us, that he is reſolved to carry on the 
War in the moſt proper Places, and in the moſt vigorous 
and effectual Manner; in Anſwer to which the noble Lord 
propoſes, that we ſhould acknowledge his Majeſty's great 
Wiſdom, and his Adherence to the true Intereſt of his 
Kingdoms, in reſolving to carry on the War in the moſt 


gorous and effedtual Manner; we are only to acknows 
ledge his Wiſdom in having reſolved todo ſo: And is not 
this a right Reſolation ? Is there any Man in the Kingdom 


will ſay it is wrong ? 
By this therefore we do not approve of any paſt Mea- 
ſure ; we do not approve of any thing that has been done; 
we only approve of what his Majeſty reſolves. to do, 
and this every one of your Lordſhips muſt approve of, 
whether you expreſs it in your Addreſs or no. It is the 


ſame with regard to the other Reſolution, and the only other 


me 
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any other Power ſhould interpoſe, and attempt to preſcribe Annorg. Geo. II. 


or limit the Operations of his Arms, he is reſolved not to 
be diverted or deterred by that or any other Incident, from 
thoſe juſt or vigorous Meaſures which he is purſuing, for 
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maintaining the Honour of his Crown, and the undoubted _ 


Rights of his People; and in Anſwer to this, it is propoſed 
by the ſecond Motion, that we ſhould acknowledge his Majeſ- 
ty's Wiſdom, and his Adherence to the true Intereſt of his 
Kingdoms, in not ſuffering himſelf to be diverted or deterred 
from carrying on the War in the moſt proper Places, and 
in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner. Is this ſo much 
as an implied Approbation of any late Meaſure, or of any 
thing that has been done? Is it any more than, an Approba- 
tion of his Majeſty's Reſalution not to ſuffer himſelf to be 
diverted or deterred ? And is not this a Reſolution that every 
Well-wiſher to this Kingdom muſt approve of ? . 

The other Parts of his Lordſhip's Motion contain nothin 
but Aſſurances, and, I think, very proper and very. neceſ- 
ſary Aſſurances, of our concurring with and ſupporting his 
Majeſty in all proper Meaſures, for vindicating and defend- 
ing his Majeſty's Dignity and Honour againſt any Inſults, 
for fruſtrating any Deſigns formed againſt us, and for main- 
taining the Balance and the Liberties of Europe. Therefore, 
my Lords, the late Conduct of our Miniſters, or if your 
Lordſhips pleaſe, the Miniſter, has nothing to do in this 


Debate, nor is it abſolutely neceſſary to anſwer any of the 


ObjeCtions that have been made to it; but as I think my 
ſelf perſonally concerned, I hope your Lordſhips will forgive 
me, if I endeavour to vindicate ſome of thoſe Meaſures that 
have been found fault with, eſpecially as I am reſolved, in 
doing ſo, to take up as little of your Lordſhip's Time as 
poſſible. The noble Lord that ſpoke laſt, whoſe Know- 
ledge in political Affairs is very extenſive, and whole Judg- 
ment ] ſhall always have a great Regard for, has been plea- 
ſed to inform us of a Fact which, I confeſs, I was before an ut- 
ter Stranger to. As I do not pretend to any great Knowledge 
of thoſe Aﬀairs in which I have had no Concern, I ſhall 
readily own, that I knew nothing of any Application's hav- 
ing been made to us by the Court of Vienna, for our 
Guarantee of the Pragmatic SanCtion, ſo early as ſoon after 
the Year 1520, But if ſuch an Application was. made, and 
we at that Time refuſed the Requeſt, I cannot think it 
was for the Reaſon the noble Lord has been pleaſed to 
aſſign : There might be ſeveral other Reaſons, and even the 


noble Lord himſelf has been pleaſed to hint ſomething of 


what was, I believe, the true Reaſon. At that Time there 
were ſeveral Differences. ſabſiſting between the Court of 
1740, | Mm m 2 Pienna 
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Anorg. Ces. II. Viema and ſome of the other Powers of Europe, 


1740. 


— 


ly Spain. We perhaps thought the Court oſ Vienna a little 


intractable, as has often been the Caſe, and that there- 


fore it was proper for us to delay yielding to their Requeſt; 
till we ſhould them to make ſuch Conceſſions as might 
enagage other Powers, particularly Spain, to join with us in 
that Guarantee. If this was the on for our 

our Guarantee at that Time, it was a ny prudent Reaſon, 
even according to the noble Lord's Method of arguing ; and 


it is more probable, that this was our Reaſon, than that any 


— 


unaccountable Attachment to the Court of France could be 
the Cauſe of our delay ing at that Time to guaranty the 
Pragmatic Sanction. a 3 8 
However, my Lotds, it is very probable the Court of 
Vienna conceived a Reſentment againſt us upon that Account, 
which Reſentment was ſoon after very much heightened by 
the Diſpute about the Offend Company; and as Spain had 
likewiſe a Reſentment againſt us, on Account our re- 


Fuſing to deliver up Gibraltar, which, they ſaid, the late 


King had promiſed, this joint Reſentment threw theſe two 
Courts into the Arms of one another, and made them join 
in thoſe unjuſt and dangerous Engagements, which 


entered into by the ſecret Articles of the Treaty concluded 


at Vienna in 1725. Theſe Enga ts, my Lords, made 
it neceſſary for us to concert and conclude the Treaty of 
Hanover ; and when by that Treaty, and the wiſe and 
vigorous Meaſures we took in Purſuance of it, both the 
Emperor and Spain ſaw it was not in their Power to hurt 
us, or to ſupport the Oftend Trade in Defiance of us, or, in 
ſhort, to carry any of their Projects againſt us into Execu- 
tion, the Court of Vienna found it neceſſary to reconcile 
"themſelves to us by ſacrificing their Ofend Company, and 
the Court of Spain by giving up the Pretenſions they made to 
Gibraltar. We had then an Opportunity to reconcile our- 
ſelves with both theſe Courts, which it is always our In- 
tereſt to do as ſoon as we can upon reaſonable and honour- 
able Terms ; and to reconcile them with one another, which 
it is the Intereſt of Europe as well as ours to have done, 
provided that Reconciliation be founded upon a Deſign to 
preſerve, and not to diſturb the Tranquillity of Europe. This 
we did by getting the Emperor to conſent to the Introduction 
of Spari/> Troops into 1taly, and by getting Spain to join 
with us in the Guarantee of the Pragmatic Sanction, both 
which we accompliſhed in the Year 1731. | 
- Thus, my Lords, it appears, that our Delay in guaranty- 
ing the Pragmatic Sanction, was not owing to any Miſcon- 
duct in our Miniſters, but to the Miſconduct of the _ of 
2 0 ä zenna, 


(44% 


trary to the Title by which they held the Netherlands, and 
in entering into ſuch Engagements with 2 as could not 
but raiſe the Indignation, as well as Reſentment of this 
Nation. The Haughtineſs and Obſtinacy of that Court are 
well known: It required a long Time as well as vigorous 
eaſures to prevail with them to make proper and juſt 
onceſfions to us, to the Dutch, and to the Spaniards. As 
ſoon as we found them willing to do this, we guarantyed 
the Pragmatic Sanction: The Court of Spain very ſoon after 
did the ſame ; and if the Dutch did not immediately come 
nto that Guarantee, it was owing to their Form of Govern- 
ent, which made it neceſſary for us to lead the Way, in 
order to furniſh an Argument to that Party amongſt them 
hat were for the Guarantee, for prevailing with thoſe that 
ere againſt it. | 

But, ſuppoſe, my Lords, the Dutch had abſolutely re- 


lid not or would not ſee their real Intereſt, 7. that a — 
on for us to neglect ours? Suppoſe they lie by, or perhaps 
fiſt in — the Li, of 1 would 2 be a 
Reaſon for us to do the ſame? We were therefore in the 
Right to agree to that Guarantee, as ſoon as we found the 
ourt of Vienna ready to do what was proper for that Pur- 
joſe ; and if any Diſputes remained among the Princes of the 
mpire, if no Method was ſettled for preventing Diſputes a- 
out the Election of an Emperor, it was owing to the Na- 
ure of Things, and not to any Miſcondu& in us; for if the 
uarantee had been delayed, till all theſe Matters ſhould 
e ſettled, I am convinced, it would never have been 
greed to. Theſe Diſputes might have remained, but the 
ragmatic Sanction's being guarantyed by the Empire, by 
uſcovy, by Spain, and by Great Britain, if all the Par- 
es had been ſincere, and the Court of Vienna ſatisfied with 
e Security they had obtained, would have prevented any 
ower in Europe from daring to diſturb the Tranquillity 
hereof, on Account of any of thoſe Diſputes. But the In- 
ncerity of Spain, which ſoon afterwards appeared, could 
either be foreſeen nor provided againſt; nor could it be 
agined, that the Court of Vienna would enter into a Con- 
rt with Muſcovy for over-awing the Election, and forcing 
King upon the Republic of Poland. | 
This, my Lords, leads me of courſe to conſider our Con- 
uct when the War broke out between France and the Em- 
Tror. It is very certain, that War was occaſioned by 
de Conduct of the Court of Yiema with regard to the 
Bair of Poland; and we are here to condier, Sin the only 


HD 


uſed to guaranty the Pragmatic Sanction; ſuppoſe they 


Attachment 


Vienna, in ſetting up an Fafi-India Company at Oftend, con- Anno 14. Oeo · ll · 


1740. 
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Anno 14. Geo. Il · Attachment we have to the Court of Vienna is on aceouit 

1740. of preſerving the Balance of Power in Europe. We an 

u on this Account to ſhew ourſelves Friends to the Houſe of 

Auſtria, as long as they do not attempt to overturn that 

Balance; but we are not to be the Slaves of that Houſe, 

and to fight their Battles Whenever they have a Mind, a 

engage in every Quo they may draw upon themſelye, 

The Preſervation of the Balance of Power and Liberties d 

Earope, does not ſo much depend upon preſerving entire th 
Dominions of the Houſe of Auſtria, as in taking Care that 

none of thoſe Dominions ſhall devolve to any Potentate i 

Europe, whoſe Power by that Acceſſion may become das 

gerous to the public Liberty. The Emperor had dram 

that War upon himſelf, and therefore we were not oblige 

by any Treaty. or Alliance to aſſiſt him. We were onh 

to take Care that neither France nor Spain ſhould, by the 

Event of that War, get ſuch an Acceflion of Power a 

might endanger the Balance of Power in Europe. This wa 

the Maxim the Dutch went upon as well as we; and i 

was a right Maxim. But ſuppoſe it had been otherwik 

it would have been very dangerous for us, and of th 

moſt pernicious Conſequence to our Trade, to have engagil 

in that War, whilſt the Dutch remained at Peace, at 

conſequently in an uninterrupted Enjoyment of Trade anl 

Commerce. It was therefore our Buſineſs to delay engaginy 

till the Dutch faund it neceſſary to engage as well as we 

This they would have done, if France and her Allies! 

puſhed their Succeſs too far: For preventing this, it wall 
neceſſary for us to make Preparations, and in this the Du 
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kept equal Peace with us, fo far as the Forms of their f þ 
public would admit. © Wha . =. 

I hope, my Lords, I have now made it appear that tl ] 
preſent State of Affairs in Europe, however dangerous it ma al 
be, is not owing to any Miſconduct in our Miniſters. It Mm 
entirely owing to the late Emperor's not having had a 80 0 


to the Diſunion among the Electors about chuſing a Succel 5 

to the Imperial Dignity, and to the Emperor's dying beld 

this Diſunion could be remov'd: 'Theſe muſt all be allowed 

be Accidents, becauſe every one of them might have Htg 

pened otherwiſe ; and to theſe Accidents - the preſent « 

ſettled State of Affairs in Europe is ſolely to be attribute. . 

Then as to our Conduct in our late Negotiations with ace 

every one knows it was ſuch as was recommended by t 
Parliament itſelf ; for the Parliament always adviſed his 

jeſty to try what could be done by peaceable Means, beit 

| having recourſe to warlike ; and if the Negotiations.we 

drawn out to a great Length, it was owing to the tender! 
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643) 
ard his Majeſty had for the Trade of his Subjects, and the Anno 4. Geb. Il. 
Advice of his Parliament, which made him reſolve not to have 1740. 
ecourſe to Arms, till he was abſolutely certain that no other WR 
ethod would prevail. Not only the Method of Negotia - 
ion was recommended by Parliament, but every material 
Step of that Negotiation * been approved by Parliament, 
herefore I am ſurprized to hear it now found fault with. 
And as to our Conduct ſince the War began, I am con- 

inced no Fault will be found with it by thoſe who conſider 

he Circumſtances we were in when the War broke out. 

Dur not ſending a Land- Force to the He-Indies ſooner than 

e have done, was entirely owing to the few Troops and the 

-w Seamen we had in the Nation, when it became neceſſa 

or us to begin Hoſtilities z and to our being obliged to 

rovide for our Defence at Home, and for the Security of 

ur valuable Poſſeſſions in the Mediterranean. | 

I am far from ſaying, my Lords, that 30,coc regular 

roops in Britain and Jreland are neceſſary for ſupporting 

e Government againſt the Diſaffected, or for preventing 

ur preſent happy Eſtabliſhment's being overturned by a 

dden Invaſion with a ſmall Number of 'Troops. ThePeo- 

le are ſo generally well- affected to his Majeſty, and to 

r preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, that, in all human Pro- 

ability, we ſhould at the long run be able to defeat any 

ſurrection that could be made by the Diſaffected, or any 

vaſion that could be ſuddenly made for aſſiſting them, even 

o we had not one regular Regiment in the Kingdom. 

ut, my Lords, we are to think of and provide for the Quiet 

f the People, as well as for the Support of the Government; 

d therefore we are to conſider how. to prevent, as well as 

w to defeat any Inſurrection or Invaſion. For defeating 

Inſurrection or Invaſion, after a long Struggle and a great 

al of Miſchief done to the Country, it may not perhaps 

> neceſſary to keep near the Number of 30,000 regular 

roops in Great Britain and Ireland; but for taking away + . 
om our Enemies at Home all Hopes of Succeſs, and there- 

preventing an Inſurrection; and for taking away from 

r Enemies Abroad all Hopes of being able to do us any 

dtzble Miſchief, and thereby preventing an Invaſion, I will 

y, that zo, ooo regular Troops is the leaſt Number we 


ute ught to keep up in Britain and Ireland, even in Time of 
Fpal zace, and by much too ſmall a Number in Time of War; 
y d therefore I will ſay, that we could not in Prudence 
$ are to ſend any Land- Forces to the Ve. Indies, till after 
ve had conſiderably augmented our Army at Home; becauſe, 
3. we o' it would not have expoſed our Government to the Dan- 


r of being overturned, it would have expoſed us to the 
| | 28 | Danger 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. Danger of having our domeſtic Tranquillity interrupted h 


1740, 


jections that have been made to our Conduct, or to 


erer, I muſt obſerve, that there are ſome Words in w) 


an Inſurrection or Invaſion ; and I am ſure, the beſt Wy 
for enabling ourſelves to proſecute the War Abroad wit 
Vigour, is to preſerve the Tranquillity at Home wil 
Care. | me”. 
But ſuppoſe, my Lords, we eould have ſpared. ſome d 
our Land-Forces, we could not get Seamen enough at ful 
for fitting out all the Squadrons we had occaſion for, au 
for providing a ſufficient Number of Tranſport-Ships. W 
had been for a long Time in profound Peace, for which, 
think, we ought to thank our Miniſters, though ſeven 
Lords ſeem now to. be of a contrary Opinion. We ha 
ſeldom, for many Vears, had occaſion to fit out any grea 
Number of Men of War; by which our national Stockd 
Seamen come by Degrees to be reduced to a Numbe 
ſcarcely ſufficient for mm on our Trade, and for Mu 
ning the Number of Ships of War we uſually keep in Con 
miſhon in Time of Peace. At the Beginning of this Well 
we were obliged to keep one very ſtrong Squadron upali 
our own Coaſts, eſpecially as Spain was actually preparin 
to invade us, and as we were not very ſure what anothe 
Power might do, if we had laid ourſelves open to an Inn 
ſion: We were obliged to employ a great many 8 ps i 
War for convoying and protecting our Trade; and w 
were obliged to keep a ſtrong Squadron in the Medit 
nean for protecting Gibraltar and Minorca, eſpecially ti 
latter, which was actually threatened with an Attac 
Theſe Preparations, which were indiſpenſable for our e 
Defence, made it impoſſible for us to provide, at the ve 
Beginning of the War, ſuch a powerful Squadron, and fut 
a Number of Tranſports, as were neceſſary for i 
vigorous Attack upon the Enemy in the Veſt-Indies. II 
was at the very Beginning of the War reſolv'd on; Pre 
rations were made for it with the utmoſt E ition; u 
if the Fleet had met with a fair Wind as ſoon as it » 
ready, we might 22 before now, have heard foi 
joyful Accounts of its Succeſs, 
I have now, I think, my Lords, anſwered all the (| 


5D << ry boy tf ics os >. on 8 
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Motion which the noble Lord was pleaſed to propoſe ; al 
ſhall conclude with giving my — for Taking I 
Motion to that made by the noble Duke. 

My Lords, I am far from finding fault with any of! 
Expreſſions contained in the noble Duke's Motion, and 1 
lieve, if they are underſtood in the Senſe he meant the 
no Objection can be made to any one of them. Ho 


( 445 ) PO 
he has propofed, which, I think, in Prudence ought to be Anno 14. Geo. II. 
left out, becauſe they may be miſunderſtood ; and if they 740. 
ſhould, it would of courſe occaſion a Breach between tl 
two Houſes, which, in the preſent Conjuncture, would be of 
the moſt fatal Conſequence. When I ſay this, I am per- 
ſuaded every one of your Lordſhips ſuppoſes, that I mean 
the Words, To which all other Councils are ſubordinate 
and accountable.” This Expreſſion is ſo general, that I am 
afraid it may be miſunderftood by the other Houſe. I am 
convinced the noble Duke does not mean any ſuch thing, 
but I am afraid, ſhould we make uſe of ſuch an Expreſ- 
fion in our Addreſs, the other Houſe' would ſuppoſe, we 
thereby meant to affert ſome ſort of Juriſdiction over 
them, which would of coarſe. make them infiſt upon an 
Explanation 3 and the two Houſes might very probably 
diſagree about the Terms of this Explanation, | 
Therefore, my Lords, if we were to agree to this Mo- 
tion, I think an Amendment ought to be made, by leaving 
out theſe Words, before we agree to it; but I think the 
Whole, as well as this particular Expreſſion, is too general. 
I ſhall admit that the noble Dake, ſo far as he goes, has 
expreſſed himſelf, as he always does, in the ſtrongeſt and 
3 Terms; and for this Reaſon, I hope, your Lordſhips 
will avoid putting a Negative upon the Motion: But the 
preſent Conjuncture of Affairs, both foreign and domeſtic, 
is ſo critical, that we ought not to content ourſelves with 
general Expreſſions of Duty and Affection to our Sovereign, 
however ſtrong, however clear thoſe Expreſſions may be. 
His Majeſty has in his Speech repeated to us his Reſolution to 
proſecute the War in the moſt proper Places, and in the moſt 
vigorous and effectual Manner: This is a right Reſolution, 
and our approving of it in a particular Manner, will have 
great Weight with our declared Enemies, in making them 
reſolve to ſubmit betimes to reaſonable Terms. His Majeſ- 
ty has in his Speech infinuated ſome Danger of another 
Power's attempting to limit the Operations of War againſt 
our declared Enemies, but that he is reſolved not to be di- 
verted or deterred from thoſe juſt and vigorous Meaſures he is 
purſuing : This is a right Reſolution, and our approving of 
it in a particular Manner will certainly be of great Advan- 
tage to the Nation; it may alter the Reſolutions of our ſe- 
cret Enemies; when they ſee that both the King and Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain are reſolved not to be diverted or de- 
terred from profecuting the War in the. moſt proper manner 
for bringing it to a ſpeedy and happy Iſſue, it may prevent 
their daring to attempt what they are at preſent perhaps re- 
ſolved to attempt ; and our dectared Enemies being thus ren- 
1740. Nun 8 dered 


r 


Ca } | = 
11, dered deſtitute of all Hopes of, Succour from our ſecret Ene- 


1 mies, they will immediately think of avoiding the Storm 


yy bich, they will then ſee, can be avoided no other Way, 
but by a ſpeedy Submiſſion to what they themſelves muſt con- 

feſs to be reaſonable. 1 cy 
Thus, my Lords, with regard to our own. Affairs, it will 
be of great Advantage to the Nation, and therefore I think 
it abſolutely neceſſary for us to give his Majeſty upon this 
Occaſion, in a particular manner, our Thanks for the vigo- 
rous Reſolutions he has taken, and the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
particular Aſſurances, that we will ſtand by and ſupport him 
in thoſe Reſolutions. And with regard to the Affairs of E- 
rope, can we at ſuch à critical Conjuncture omit to aſſure his 
Majeſty, that we will ſtand by and ſupport him, in adhering 
to the Engagements he is under, for maintaining the Balance 
and Liberties of Europe, on the Event of the late Emperor's 
Death ? We know, my Lords, what a brittle Thing a 'Treaty 
is, let it be never ſo ſolemn. The Pragmatic SanQtion is, 
it is true, guarantyed ; but to thoſe that are willing, the 
Election of an Emperor may probably furniſh a Loop-hole 
for getting out of that Guarantee; and our neglecting upon 


would ſhew ſuch a Lukewarmneſs in the Parliament of Great 
Britain, with regard to the Balance and Liberties of Euroye, 
as might very much encourage thoſe who are already too 
willing to encroach upon both. For theſe Reaſons, my 
Lords, I think we ought to take Care, in our Addreſs upon 
this Occaſion, to return a proper and a particular Anion 
upon each of theſe Heads; and as the noble Lord, in the 
Motion he has been pleaſed to make, has expreſſed himſelf 
in the handſomeſt manner upon each of theſe Heads, I muſt 
give it the Preference to that made by the noble Duke; but 
as the latter, ſo far as it goes, is ſo genteely, and at the 


tive put upon it; and therefore, in order to come at the 
ſecond Motion, I ſhall take the Liberty to move your Lord- 
ſhips for the previous Queſtion with regard to the firſt. 


Earl of Che/lerfield. 
My Lords, 
Tarl of [Cheffer= As I never did, as I hope I never ſhall defire to ſcreen 
fed, myſelf, or any of my Friends behind the Throne, I ſhall al 
ways be cautious of bringing his Majeſty's Name into any 


Debate in this Houſe ; but upon this Occaſion I muſt be 
more cautious than uſual, becauſe in this Debate it is impoſ 
ſible to argue with that Freedom which becomes a Member 

of this Houſe, without taking ſuch Liberties with our pal 
Meaſures, and what are ſaid to be our preſent Reſolutions, 

- I a 


this Occaſion to return a proper Anſwer upon this Subject, 


ſame Time ſo warmly expreſſed, I would not have a Negas-| 
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a would ill ſuit with the Name of Majeſty: Therefore, Anno 14.Gto.1T, 
when I talk of Meaſures or Reſolutions, I ſhall do what 1740. 
every Lord in this Houſe: ought; I ſhall ſubſtitute the Name 
Miriſter inſtead of Majeſty, and I hope your Lordſhips will 
do me the Juſtice to ſuppoſe, that whatever I may ſay, how- 


| ever I may expreſs myſelf, it is far from my Heart to in- 

0 tend the leaſt Reflection upon my Sovereign. | 

s I ſhall likewiſe, my Lords, be at all Times extremely. cau- 

: tious of giving Praiſe, either to the Meaſures or the Reſolu- 

i tions of Miniſters ; becauſe their Meaſures are often wrapt 

* up in ſuch Clouds, that I cannot clearly diſcerr them, and 

„ their ſecret Reſolutions are too often contrary to their open 

1s Profeſſions. But when I ſee Miniſters begging hard for a 

8 little Incenſe, and endeavouring to have a Motion rejected, 
with which even they themſelves can find no Fault, in order 

's to make Room for Encomiums which they themſelves have 

y prepared, I ſhall always then be for denying their Requeſt, till 

, J have examined into their Merit. Latet anguis in herba, I ſhall 

he then think a moſt reaſonable and neceſſary Suſpicion, and 

le therefore I ſhall be for turning over, and ſearching narrow- 

ON ly into the Weeds under which the Serpent may lie con- 

a, cealed, before I ſet a Foot in any of thoſe Steps which they 

at deſire me to tread. BY | : 

pe, As the Miniſter's Reſolutions are chiefly the Subject of this 

00 Debate, it is proper I ſhould begin with them; and here, 

ny my Lords, I muſt obſerve, that it is very unuſual, if not 

on unprecedented, for this Houſe to thank or applaud any Mi- 

yer niſter for his Reſolutions. I have heard of Miniſters, Ge- 

the nerals, and even private Men getting the Thanks and Ap- 

elf plauſes of this - Houſe: for important Services rendered to 

uſt their Country; but I do not remember to have ever heard 

but of any Man's getting the Thanks of either Houſe of Parlia- 

the ment for a Reſolution, he ſaid, he had taken. Therefore, 

g2- ſo far as I remember, what is now defired of us muſt be al- 

the lowed to be without Precedent ; but this I ſhould have no 


great Concern about, if I thought it would likewiſe be 
without Conſequence. The neceſſary Conſequence of our 
acknowledging the Wiſdom of any Reſolution will be this: 
The World will from thence ſuppoſe, that we were fully con- 


een vinced of the Miniſter's having taken ſuch a Reſolution; and 
al if it ſhould afterwards appear from his Conduct, that he 
any had never taken any ſuch Reſolution, what will the World 
| be think of our Penetration and Integrity ? They muſt condemn 


either one or t'other ; they will, probably, condemn both; 
iber and of what fatal Confequence this may be to that Charac- 
pal ter which we ought to preſerve both at home and abroad, I 
ons, Bn ſhall leave your Lordſhips to judge. 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. After what is premiſed, I ſhall beg Leave, my Lords; 10 
1740. examine the Reſolutions which the Miniſter tells us he has 
Je W==o ken. He ſays, he has reſolved to proſecute the War iu the 
moſt proper Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effeftual 

manner. My Lords, he told us the ſame thing at the Cloſe 

of laft Seffion : Can any one ſay, that it has ſince been pro- 

ſecuted in any Place, or in any Manner? We muſt therefoze 

conclude, either that the Reſolution was not then taken, or 

that it has ſince been altered; and is this a Reaſon for our be. 

lieving that it is now taken, and that it will be purſued, only 
— he ſays ſo? A formidable Squadron with a Fleet of 
- , Tranſports has now failed, very lately, my Lords; but it is 
not the firſt Time he has ſent out formidable Squadrons to do 
nothing. As the ſame Miniſter formerly ſent out a Squadron 
to wow 2% the Spaniards to give up their Ships, this Squa- 
dron may perhaps be ſent out to perſuade the ard; to 
give up their Settlements, and their Perſuaſions will, I am 
convinced, have as little Effect. I therefore wiſh your Lord. 
ſhips would ſuſpend your Acknowledgments, till you are 
convinced of the Reſolution's being taken, by its Effects. I 
am ſure, from the Miniſter's paſt Conduct, your Lordſhip 
have no Reaſon to believe, that he will ever —_ 
War, or any foreign Meaſure in which there is the leaſt, Diff. 
culty, with Vigour and Effect. After the Treaty of Hanover, 
he proſecuted a War againſt the Spaniards, or at leaſt he allowed 
them to proſecute a War againſt this Nation, for above 
two Years : Did he on his Part proſecute it with Vigour or 
Effect? He has been negotiating with the Spaniards ever fince 
the Treaty of Seville, about obtaining Satisfaction for pak 
_ Injuries, and Security againſt future: They indeed, during 
molt of that Time, proſecuted their Depredations with Viigout 
and Effect; but can it now be ſaid, that he negotiated with Vi- 
gour or Effect? He has now been proſecuting open Hoſtilitie 
againſt Spain for near ſeventeen Months: Has he yet done 
any Thing ? Has he attempted any Thing that, had it prov'd 
fucceſsful, would have compelled that haughty and obſtinate I 
Nation to ſubmit to equitable Terms? Does not the World i 
know, does not the World ſtand amazed, that we have not 
as yet done any Thing ? Does it not ſeem as if ſome malign 
Planet hung over our Counſels, and retarded or diſappointed 
every vigorous Reſolution ? And ſhall we upon an Je Dixit 
acknowledge the Wiſdom of ſuch a Miniſter, in reſolving to 
proſecute the War in the moſt proper Places, and in the-moſ 
vigorous and effectual manner? „ THIS 
Another Reſolution, my Lords, which we are to acknow- 
ledge the Wiſdom, and thereby confeſs the Truth of, is, that 
„ oh ; e 555 our 
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Bounds to our warlike Operations. Here, my Lords, are 
wo Facts which we are to affirm the Truth of, without the 


hat ſome 2 Power threatens, or ſeems inclined to at- 
empt to limit the Operations of the War on our Side; and 
ve are to affirm, that our Miniſter has reſolved not to be 
liverted or deterred by thoſe Threats or Appearances. 
Theſe are two Facts which we are to affirm the I ruth of, at 
eaſt the whole World will conclude, that we believe them to 
de true, if we ſhould agree to what the noble Lord has pro- 
doſed; and I wiſh the noble Lord that made the Motion, or 
hority we have for believing either. | | | 
Our Gazettes, I know, my Lords, have told us, that the 
rench have ſent two Squadrons to the Yefi-Tndies ; and from 
he Nature of Things we may ſuppoſe, that they will en- 
eayour to limit our warlike Operations againſt Spain, be- 
auſe it is their Intereſt to do ſo, if they find they can do it 
ithout expoſing themſelves to great Danger. But is a com- 
10n News-Paper an Authority upon which we can found any 
Neſolution? My Lords, as Members of this Houſe, we do 
ot know that they have ſent a Ship to the Veſ- Indies, nor 
o we know that they have ever made the leaſt Infinu- 
tion of their being reſolved to interpoſe in the War between 
s and Spain; and, I am ſure, it is no Compliment to our 
liniſter to imagine that they will dare to interpoſe, becauſe 
e muſt grant that he has negotiated to very little Purpoſe, 
the French have any Ground to think that they may ſup- 
ort Spain in ſuch an unjuſt War againſt this Nation, with- 
ut expoſing themſelves to any great Danger. We have 
erefore no parliamentary Authority for believing that the 
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rench will attempt to limit our Operations of War againſt 
te ai, nor have we any Authority from the Nature of Things, 
ld 1thout ſuppoſing that the Miniſter deſerves to be cenſured, 


ſtead of having his Wiſdom acknowledged. 


rons to the Weft- Indies, and that they have ſent them thi- 


ey have not yer openly and publicly declared their Deſign, 
think, it would be wrong in us to take Notice of it in our 
ddreſs: I think it was wrong to put any Words relating to 
into his Majeſty's Speech. It is a ſort of Boaſting, which 
never right either in public or private Life. Let us do, 
my 


aſt Ground but the Miniſter's Ie Dixit. We are to aflirm, 


ny other Lord, would ſhew me, what parliamentary Au- 


But ſuppoſe, my Lords, we had a parliamentary Autho- 
ty for believing, that the French have ſent their Squa- 


er with a Deſign to limit our Operations againſt Spain, as 


fr Miniſter has refolved not to be diverted or deterred from Anno 14. Oeo. II. 
he juſt and vigorous Meaſures he has reſolved to purſue, by | 
e Attempts of any Power whatſoever to limit, or preſcribe * 


1740. 


( 450 ) 
| Annor4. Geo. II. my Lords, and not boaſt of what we ſhall do. Let u 
1740. ſhew, by our Actions and not by our Words, that we ar 
Ws" not to be diverted or deterred from doing whatever we 
think proper for maintaining the Honour of the Crown, an 
the undoubted Rights of the People. In all Caſes of Dan. 
ger, it is a Rule not to believe a Fellow that boaſts 
what he will do; and if we apply this Rule to the preſent 
Caſe, we ought from thence to conclude, that our Miniſte 
is not reſolved. not to be diverted or deterred by the Coun 
of France from puſhing the War againſt Spain in the mol 
proper Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Mar 
ner, | . | | 1 
This, I fay, my Lords, we ought to conclude, if we hui 
no other Reaſon beſides his boaſting Manner of declaring lil 
Reſolution; but if we conſider his paſt Conduct, eſpecial 
his Conduct ſinde the Beginning of the preſent War, w 
have many additional Reaſons for concluding, that he nei 
ther has taken, nor is capable of taking any ſuch Reſfoly 
tion. When we conſider his paſt Conduct, we muſt, I think 
conclude, not only that he has been diverted and deterred hy 
the Court of France from doing what he ought to have done 
but alſo that he has been influenced and led by that Court 
to do many Things which he ought not to haye done; 
and therefore, before we believe, or give Cauſe to others u 
think we believe, that he is now reſolved not to be diven 
ed or deterred by the Menaces or Attempts of France, u 
- ought to ſtay till we are convinced of it by what he doe 
and not by what he ſays. In all his paſt Meaſures he ha 
never ſaid that he was, he has often affirmed that he wa 
not diverted or influenced by the Court of France, tho fron 
his Actions it has plainly appeared; and that it may fi 
more evidently appear, I hope your Lordſhips will give m 
Leave to make a few Obſervations upon what the noble 
Duke has been pleaſed to ſay in Excuſe for our Miniſter) 
Conduct, in which the noble Duke may, perhaps, think 
himſelf perſonally concerned, but if he does, I believe! 
may aſſure him, that he thinks worſe of himſelf than an 
Man in the Kingdom does. 

The noble Duke was pleaſed to ſay, that if we refuſe 
to guaranty the Pragmatic Sanction when it was deſired « 
us ſoon after the Year 1720, the Reaſon was, becauſe thenif 
were then ſome Differences ſubſiſting between the Em 
and Spain. If this, my Lords, was our Reaſon for refulin 
the Guarantee at that Time, was it not a ſtrong Reaſon fo 
our accepting of the ſole Mediation ſoon after offered to u 
for removing thoſe Differences? it certainly was; but ou 
Miniſter was deterred by the Court of France from accept 
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he Guarantee, tho* it was very much the Intereſt of his 


ther. W Bo 5 | Q 

With regard, my Lords, to the ſecret Engagements ſaid 
o have been entered into by the Courts of Madrid and Vi- 
na in the Year 1725, they were ſo poſitively and ſo pub- 
icly denied by the Emperor and Spain, as well as by a great 
Party in this Kingdom, that if our Miniſters could have pro- 
Juced any poſitive Proofs of ſuch Engagements having been 
ntered into, I am ſure, they would for their own Vindica- 
jon have publiſhed them; and even ſuppoſe' the Fact had 
deen true, ſuch Engagements might have raiſed our Indig- 
dation, but ought not to have raiſed our Reſentment. We 
dught to have deſpiſed them, becauſe they were ſuch as it 
as impoſſible for the contracting Parties to execute. But L 
m fully convinced, and all the World now believes, there 
ever were any ſuch Engagements. The Caſe was quite 
therwiſe. We were invited to accede to that Treaty, and 
was very much our Intereſt to do ſo, in order to reſtore 
e antient Alliance between this Nation, Spain, and the 
mperor. This was diametrically oppoſite to the Intereſt 
f the Court of France, therefore they reſolved to prevent 
t; and our Miniſter being then, as he has been ever ſince, 
ery much under the Influence of the Court of France, the 
tory of theſe ſecret Engagements was cook'd up by that 
ourt, perhaps in Concert with our Minifter, in order to 
revail with his late Majeſty to come into their Meaſures ; 
d by the ſame Sort of Influence this Nation was after- 
ards made the Cat's Paw for breaking off all Correſpon- 
ence between the Courts of Madrid and Vienna, for eſta- 
liſhing a laſting Cauſe of Quarrel between them, and for 


rance and Spain. 

As to the Offend Company, my Lords, it was an Affair 
ith which we had very little to do, any other Way than as 
might breed a Quarrel between the Emperor and the States 
xcneral : In this Light, indeed, it was our Buſineſs to pre- 
nt, if poſſible, the ſetting up of any ſuch Company ; and 
we had ſtrenuouſly oppoſed, and peremptorily declared 


revented the granting of their Charter ; but after the Char- 
r was granted, I am ſure it was not the Buſineſs of this 
ation to be more forward and more zealous than the Dutch 
taking Meaſures againſt it. I doubt much if the Dutch, 
otwithſtanding the Influence their Eaft-India Company have 
pon their public Affairs, would on that Account have come 

f to 


ountry to have accepted of the one, and agreed 0 the i 


ſtoring and confirming a firm Union between the Courts of 


gainſt the ſetting up of any ſuch Company, we might have 


o of that Mediation, as well as he was from agreeing to Anno ig. Geo. II. 


1740. 


e 


n 

Anno 14. Geol to an open Rupture with the Emperor; becauſe their Com 
1740. pany, by leſſening their Profits for a few Years, might hae 
ny | ruined, the Ofend Company, without engaging their Go. 
vernment in the Diſpute. But as the Offend Company would 

have interfered very much with the French India-Trade, then 

in its Infancy, and as our Miniſter was under the Influence 

of the Court of France, he was prevailed on to repreſent the 

O/tend Company, as an Affair of the wtmoſt Conſequence ty 

this Nation, and to make it a Condition fre qua non in the 
Continuation or Renewal of our Friendſhip with the Em- 


3 There was therefore no one Reafon in the World, beſide 
the Influence of the Court of Fance, that could induce 'thi 
Nation to conclude the Treaty of Hanover; and much leh 
was there a Reaſon for our taking thoſe Meaſures afterward 
which put this Nation to ſo great Expence, run it into ſack 
2a Labyrinth of Negotiations, created an open Rupture he. 
tween us and Spain, and had like to have led us into a War, 
HM Conjunction with Fance and Spain, againſt the Emperet 
If the Deſign of the Treaty of Vienna had been to attack 
this Nation or the Dutch, we were ſufficiently provided fat 
our Defence, and even for aſſiſting the Dutch, without put 
ting ourſelves to any new Expence, till after the Attad 
had been begun; and if the Defign of that Treaty was 
attack the French; J am ſure it was none of our Buſinek i 

prevent it. | 
I was really furprized to hear the noble Duke aſſert, thi 
by the Treaty of Seville the Spaniard; gave up their Ps 
tenſions to Gibraltar. By that Treaty, my Lords, thy 
ave up nothing; all their Diſputes with us, and all 
— Fe they had ſet up againſt us, were left in Suſpencej 
and we expreſly yielded up a Point which was of the mil 
pernicious Conſequence to the Affairs of Exrope, and was 
. new Demonſtration of the Influence the Court of France hat 
over our Miniſter. I mean the Introduction of Span 
Troops into #aly, which we not only conſented to, but e 
gaged to aſhft in making it good. This was like to hat 
engaged us in a War againſt the Emperor; and to avoi 
this, which our Miniſter foreſaw, no Britiſb Parliametl 
could be prevailed on to approve, he was led on to il 
precipitate and ill- conducted Treaty with the Emperor ne 
1731, by which he guarantyed the Pragmatic Sanction al 
the moſt abſolute Terms, and engaged in a defenſive AW 
ance with the Emperor, as expreſs and general as any nd 
could be concluded. | 
This Treaty ſtood in full Force in the Year 1733. m 
- Emperor had done nothing I know of to diſoblige us: Th | 


fo; 4 


8 


8 ( 


Time, when he was attacked by France, Spain, and Sardi- 
nia, we muſt conſider the Affairs of Poland, which, the 
French pretended, were the Cauſe of that Attack. I ſhall 
not enter into the Diſpute, whether Auguſtus or Staniſſaus was 


but this I will ſay, that it was of dangerous Conſequence to 
the Balance of Europe to have Staniſſaus in the quiet Poſſeſ- 


= XT I + rer 


with the Emperor in all peaceable Methods for preventing 
his Election; and if the Emperor brought a War upon him- 
ſelf by what we either did or ought to haye concurred with 


even tho' there had been no defenſive Alliance between us. 
But the Point of Duty was-not then the only Point we had 
to conſider ; the Point of Intereſt was of greater Weight ; 
and confidering the Diſputes we then had with Spain, it was 
our Intereſt at any Rate to preſerve a cloſe Correſpondence 
with the Court of Vienna. The Preſervation of the Balance 
of Power in Europe was not then the only Attachment we 
had to that Court : Qur own immediate Safety was another 
and a ſtronger Attachment. We might have foreſeen what 

e are now ſo much afraid of; we might then have fore- 
ſeen the Danger of having France and Spain united in a War 
againſt us; and therefore, for our own immediate Safety, 


S* 8 & > Sa 


he Court of Vienna, unleſs we were reſolved to bear with 
he Inſults and Depredations of Spain, as long as they had a 


ion of our Miniſter, and a Reſolution he ſeem'd reſoly'd to 
and to, if the Spirit of the Nation had not forced him to 
lter it. | e | 85 | 

The War therefore is no Proof of any Alteration in his 
onduct, farther than he is forced to by the Spirit of the 
People 3 and the Proſecution hitherto gives ſome People a 


dur own People, than as a Method for compelling the Ene- 
ny to do us Juſtice : At leaſt, I am ſure, we have as yet 


enaces of France, from proſecuting the War in a vigorous 
nd effectual Manner; and as I have ſhewn, that in other 
"arts of his Conduct, he has been often deterred by the 
ourt of France from doing what he ought to have done, 


ave done, I think we ought to wait for ſach a Proof be- 
dre we make him any Acknowledgments upon that 


ead. : 


duly elected King of Poland: Perhaps neither of them was; 


ſion of that Crown; therefore we ought to have concurred. 


him in, I think we were in Honour boand to aſſiſt him, 


e ought to have ſupported at any Riſk our Alliance with. 


ind to continue them; which was, perhaps, the Refolu- 


duſpicion, that he deſigned it rather as an Amuſement, for 


ho Proof of his not being diverted or deterred, - by the | 


d even influenced by them to do what he ought not to 


1740, Oose For | 


fore, to know whether we were obliged to afliſt him at that Anno 14. Geo. II. 
, 1740. 7 1 


06454) 
Anno 14. Geo. II. For this Reaſon, my Lords, I cannot agree to that 
128. of the noble Lord's Motion, which propoſes our making 
Acknowledgments to the Miniſter for his Wiſdom in the 
Reſolutions he has taken; and as for the Aſſurances propo- 

ſed to be made to his Majeſty, I think they are all contain. 

ed in what the noble Duke has propoſed, and much more 
ſtrongly and ſublimely expreſſed. The Sublime is always 
Laconic; and the noble Duke has taken Care to exprels 
himſelf in the moſt Laconic, and the moſt comprehenſive 
Manner. I ſhall never be againſt making the ſtrongeſt Pro- 
feſſions of Duty and Affection to his Majeſty; but let us do 

| it with Dignity: Zeal may ſometimes carry Men too gre 
a Length; I remember a Gentleman once ſaid in the other 
Houſe, he would ſacrifice his Life and Fortune, and more if 
it was neceſſary, to the Service of his Sovereign. I do not 
ſay there is any ſuch Blunder-in what the noble Lord has 
been pleaſed to propoſe ; but I think his Profeſſions and Af. 
ſiurances are a little too much exaggerated, and by being ſo 
they are weakened. To aſſure his Majeſty that we will 
ſtand by him with our Lives and Fortunes, in the Profecu- 
tion of the juſt and neceſſary War in which he is engaged, is 
as much as we can ſay with regard to the preſent War; aud 
if your Lordſhips think it necefſary, you may add, or in 
any War in which his Majeſty may be neceſſarily engaged, 
for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Europe, on the 


Event of the late Emperor's Death. | 
The Lord Cholmondeley. . 
„ 
* C}, 5 believe it will be found upon mination, that 10 
1 Cuſtom, good or bad, was ME CRE: without ſome 
By \ Reaſon; and by enquiring into the Reaſon or Cauſe of any 
Cuſtom's being firſt introduced, we may generally determine, 
whether it be in itſelf good or bad. The Cuſtom, therefore, 
of returning in our Addreſs, a particular Anſwer to even 
Thing the King is pleaſed to communicate to us by hi 
Speech from the Throne, let it be a bad or a good Cuſtom, 
Is not without its Cauſe ; and that Cauſe, I believe, is to be 
found among the many good Alterations that were made i 
our Conſtitution by the happy Revolution, Before that 
Time, our Kings were ſeldom very fond of Parliaments, 
and conſequently not very fond of communicating thei 
Meaſures to them. They ſeldom communicated to Par- 
liament, either what they had done, or what they intended 
to do; and no Wonder, for their Meaſures were generally 
ſuch, as they knew the Parliament would not approve ol 
Whilſt this continued to be the Caſe, there is nothing 
ftrange in ſeeing the Addreſſes of both Houſes of Pain 
BE Conceiv 


* * 
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conceived. in general Terms; for the Parliament could not Anno. Geo. Ii · 


deſcend to Particulars, when nothing particular had been 
ſaid to them in the Speech from the Throne. But as the 
ublic Meaſures, ſince the Revolution, have generally been 
ch as were deſign'd, at leaſt, for the public Good, they 
have been particularly communicated to Parliament, at the 
Beginning of every Seſſion, by the Sovereign's Speech from 
the Throne; and this, moſt reaſonably, I think, introduced 
the Cuſtom of our being a little more particular in our Ad- 
dreſſes, by way of Anſwer to that Speech. | 
Another Reaſon, my Lords, for introducing this Cuſtom, 
may be drawn from gy different Methods of granting the 
Sums neceſſary for the Support of our Government, ſefore 
the Revolution, all the Sams neceſſary for the-Support of 
our Government were granted in general, and without ap- 
propriating any particular Part of them to any particular 


Service; but ſince that Time, particular Clauſes of Appro- 


priation have been introduced. The Sums neceſſary for the 
Support of the Civil Lift, are granted at the Beginning of 
exch King's Reign, for the Term of the King's Life, and 
are particularly appropriated to that Service; but with re 
gard to all other Services, the Sums neceſſary for them are 
granted but from Year to Year by Parliament, and are all 
appropriated by Parliament to their particular reſpective Ser- 
vices, which creates a much greater Dependence in the 
Crown upon Parliament, and makes it neceſſary for the So- 
vereign to communicate particularly to his Parhament the 
Meaſures he intends to purſue, as far as they can be com- 
municated conſiſtently with the public Good; and this 
again makes it neceſſary for us to be a little more particular 
in thoſe Addreſſes, which are intended as Anſwers to his 
Majeſty's Speech from the Throne. 
Theſe, my Lords, I take to be the Reaſons for introduc- 
ing that Cuſtom, which is now ſo much exclaimed againſt, 


and which we are deſired to aboliſh, tho' the Reaſons for it 


are now as ſtrong as they were when the Cuſtom was firſt 
introduced. 1 believe none of your Lordſhips will find fallt 
with any of the Alterations which gave Birth to this Cuſtom : 
I believe they will be allowed to be both prudent and neceſ- 


| fary ; and therefore, I cannot condemn a Cuſtom, which ap- 


pears to be founded upon Alterations ſo highly commendable, 
At leaft, I ſhall not condemn it, till I ſee it producing Ef- 
fects much worſe than any I can at preſent apprehend from 
it. It is a ſort of mutual Complaiſance between King and 
Parliament, which, in my Opinion, can never produce any 
bad Effect; becauſe it is allowed to be of no ſuch Authority, 
as to influence any of our future Proceedings: And as the 

1740. OOo 2 Cuſtom 
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* 11, Cuſtom has been now ſo long eſtabliſhed, I think, we can- 

: 2 nes not alter it, without giving . Ty World Cauſe to think, that 
13 Vue diſapprove ſome Part of what his Majeſty has been plea- | 
| ſed to communicate to us in his Speech from the Throne, 

which, I am convinced, is not what your Lordſhips intend ; 

becauſe, I think, his Majeſty has ſaid nothing in his Speech 

but what your Lordſhips muſt approve. . You muſt approve 

his Majeſty's reſolving to puſh the War in the moſt prope 

Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner: You 

muſt approve his being reſolved not to be diverted or deterred 

from proſecuting theſe Meaſures, by the Threats or Attem 
of any Power whatſoever ; and you. muſt approve his Ma- 
jeſty's being reſolved to adhere ſtrictly to the Engageme 

he is under, for maint4ining the Balance and Liberties of Bi- 

rope, on the Event of the late Emperor's Death. 1 

Theſe, my Lords, are all of them wiſe and good Reſolu- 

tions: Let them be his Majeſty's Reſolutions, as I am con- 

vinced they are, or let them be the Miniſter's Reſolations, 

as it is poſſible they may, they are ſuch as your Lordſhip 

muſt approve of. Let them be taken, or not taken, purſued 

or altered, ſtill they are ſuch as muſt be approved by every 

Man that wiſhes well to his Country ; and as his Majeſty has 

mentioned them in his Speech, your Lordſhips ought, 1 

think, to teſtify your Approbation of them by mentioning 

them in your Addreſs. it I thought that thoſe concerned in 


the Adminiſtration had not come to any ſuch fix'd Reſolu- 


tions, notwithſtanding what his Majeſty has ſaid in bis 
Speech ;. or if I thought that any one, who has the Honour 
of being admitted into his Majeſty's Councils, would adviſe 
him to alter, or not to purſue theſe Reſolutions ; ſo far from 
its being an Argument with- me, not to ſay any Thing of 
them in our Addreſs, it would be an Argument for our men- 
tioning them in the moſt particular Manner, and approving 
of them in the molt expreſs and peremptory Terms that could 
be invented; and the Reaſon is very plain: If ſuch Reſolu- 
tions are not already taken by every one concerned in the 
Adminiſtration, a tron „ of them from this 
Aſſembly would compel their being immediately taken: If 
there were a Probability, that ſome one in his Majeſty 
Councils would adviſe him not to purſue theie Reſolutions, 
a particular and expreſs Recommendation of them from this 
auguſt Aſſembly would deter the Boldeſt from giving his Ma- 
jeſty ſuch pernicious Counſel. 
This Conſideration, my Lords, is with me a moſt preva 
lent one for agreeing to the noble Lord's Motion. It wil 
enforce thoſe Reſolutions, which his Majeſty has been pleaſed 
to tell us he has come to, It will ſhew his Miniſters what 
9 5 Es On Advice 
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not dare to give him: It will ſhew our Enemies, both ſecret 


Iriends, both abroad and at home, what they may hope for 
from his Majeſty's Arms, not only in the preſent War, but 
in any other his Majeſty may be neceſſarily engaged in, for 
preſerving the Balance and Liberties of Europe. Theſe will, 
think, be the Effects of our agreeing to the noble Lord's 
otion ; and as there is nothing in it that implies the leaſt 
Approbation of any paſt Meaſure, or that can any Way 
prevent our enquiring into paſt Meaſures, and cenſuring ſuch 
of them, as may upon Enquiry appear to be wrong, there is 
ot, I think, the leaſt Danger in our agreeing to it; but in 
altering our Method of Addreſſing at this critical Conjunc- 


, oble Duke's Motion, I think there is not only great Dan- 
- ger, but ſome ſort of Injuſtice. The noble Lords who have 
, argued in favour of the firſt Motion, have ſaid, That we 
5 pught not to approve, or to ſay any Thing that may look 
d ike an Approbation of paſt Meaſures, without a previous 
5 WE nquiry. I am ſure we ought as little to do any Thing that 
8 ay look like a Cenſure of paſt Meaſures, without a previous 
I WWEnquiry ; and as our forſaking a Cuſtom that has been ſo 
8 ong eſtabliſhed, will, in my Opinion, look very like a Cen- 
in ure of paſt Meaſures, I ſhall therefore be againſt altering 
u dur Method of addreſſing, eſpecially as there is nothing now 
1s propoſed, that can look like an Approbation of any paſt 
ur Meaſures, or our conſenting to any future Meaſures, but 
iſe uch as muſt be approved of by every Man in the Nation. 
m But ſuppoſe, my Lords, we were now to alter that Me- 
of hod of addreſſing, which has obtained for fo many Years : 
n- Suppoſe we were now to return to the ancient Method of 
no ddrefliing his Majeſty in general Terms, and without taking 
ud he leaſt Notice of any Thing he has been moſt graciouſly | 
lu pleaſed to communicate to us in his Speech from the Throne; 


yet, even according to this Method, I do not think, the 
oble Duke's Motion can anſwer the Purpoſe which every 


If ord, who has ſpoke in this Debate, ſeems to intend. If 
ys e are in our Addreſs to make only ſome general Profeſſions 
5, f Affection and Duty to his Majeſty, ſurely thoſe Profeſſions 
hs ght to be as general and as explicit as poſſible ; which is 


ar from being the Caſe with regard to what the noble Duke 
as been pleaſed to propoſe. He has propoſed, for us to 


and Fortunes, in the Proſecution of the juſt and neceſſary 
ar in which he is engaged. Is this, my Lords, a general 
Profeſſion of our Duty to his Majeſty? Is it not a _— 
| ro- 


and revealed, what they muſt expect; and it will ſhew our \ 


ure, which will be the Conſequence of our agreeing to the 


aſſure his Majeſty, that we will ſtand by him with our Lives 


Advice they ought to give him, and what Advice they muſt Anno 14. Geo. II. 
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Anno 14-Geo.11, Profeſſion, confined to the Proſecution of the preſent'Wy! 
1740. Are we not in Duty bound to ſtand by his Majeſty with ou 
Lives and Fortunes : againſt all his Enemies? Why tha 
ſhould we confine it to his Enemies in the preſent Wa 
This Part of the noble Duke's Motion, I am perſuaded, 
your Lordſhips will agree, ſtands in need of ſome Amend. 
ment, before it can be agreed to, even according to this 
vourite Plan of addrefling in general Terms; and as t0 the 
other Part of it, I muſt think it a fort of Deviation 
that very Plan now ſo warmly contended for. i 
My Lords, if we are to keep in ſuch general 'Terms, y 
to ſay nothing of what has been done, or is to be done, why 
ſhould we come po jo ſo particular as to what we ourſghy 
are reſolved to do? That we are the hereditary great Cound 
of the Crown, has never, I am ſure, of late Years, ben 
denied, and therefore I can ſee no Reaſon for our aſſerting 
that Character upon the preſent Occaſion ; but if it weg 
from any late Tranſaction, become neceſſary for us to af 
this Character, I think it would be = unneceſſary u 
even dangerous to add the Words, To which all otber Co 
are ſubordinate and accountable. . The other Houle of Parli 
ment has always aſſumed the Character of being one of l 
Majeſty's Councils, and I believe they will not admit, thi 
they are either ſubordinate or accountable to this - Houle 
therefore, our adding theſe Words would be of the moſt du 
erous Conſequence, becauſe it would certainly create 
1 between the two Houſes. We may, if it were! 
ceſſary, aſſert our Character as hereditary great Council q 
the Crown, without adding any Words that can give Offend 
to the other Houſe; and 1 hope we ſhall always exert ou 
ſelves in that Capacity, as may beſt tend to the promoti 
the true Intereſt of our Sovereign and Country; but Wl 
we ſhould begin this Seſſion with declaring, in a particul 
Manner, that we will do ſo, I can ſee no Reaſon, eſpecial 
as his Majeſty has not, in his Speech from the Thee 
made uſe of any Expreſſion that may lead us to the ma No 
of ſuch a Declaration. From ſuch an extraordinary 4 
unſought Declaration, the World would ſuppoſe, either i hy 
this Houſe had in former Seſſions been deficient in its Du 
or that his Majeſty's other Councils had led him into very or 
ſtructive Meaſures, The former of theſe Suppoſitions woul 

in my Opinion, be a very undeſerved Reflexion upon tl 
Aſſembly, and the latter would be ſuch a Reflexion u 
his Majeſty's Conduct, or if your Lordſhips pleaſe, the Cn 
duct of his Miniſters, as I ſhall not be for giving Riſe ¶ nu 
without ſome previous Enquiry into their Conduct. 7 
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Motion muſt undergo: ſeveral Amendments, before it can be 


ent, as it contains nothing but what we may agree to, and 
expreſſes every Thing we ought to ſay upon this Occaſion, 
it will be ſaving, your Lordſhips a great deal of Trouble and 
'ime, to ſet aſide the firſt Motion by the previous Queſtion, 
n order to come at the ſecond, which may be agreed to 
ithout any Amendment. For this Reaſon, as the previous 
Queſtion muſt now be put with regard to the firſt Motion, I 


= 


EEE. 


has nothing in it relating to any paſt Meaſure : It may be 
agreed to by thoſe. who condemn, as well as by thoſe who 
zpprove of our late Meaſures ; and therefore I am ſurpriaed 
o find your Lordſhips Time taken up with long Criticiſms 
pon our late Conduct. Political Meaſures are of ſuch a 
Nature, that the worſt may be juſtified, the beſt may be 
ondemned: By which I mean, my Lords, that ſomething 
ay be ſaid in Juſtification of the worſt, and ſome ill na- 
ured Criticiſms may be made upon the beſt public Mea- 
ures that were ever purſued z but I muſt be of Opinion, 
hat in both Caſes the Preſumption lies againſt: thoſe, who 
nſeaſonably bring the Subject before ſuch an Aſſembly; and 
whether or no the preſent Time be ſeaſonable, I mult leave 
o your Lordſhips to judge. The Queſtion now before us 
does not, I am ſure, require any ſuch Diſcuſſion, nor have 
e before us the Materials proper for ſuch a Purpoſe ; and 
herefore, I think, the Preſumption at leaſt lies againſt thoſe 
vho have, ſome Way or other, hook'd into this Debate a 
long Criticiſm upon our late Conduct. Tt OF 1-3 
Duke of Argyle. | 

My Lords, 9 


ball give my Negative to it, in order to have an Opportu- 
y of giving my Affirmative to the next Queſtion, which 
ill of courſe be, To agree to what has been propoſed by 
be noble Lord near me; and in both I hope to have the 
een oncurrence of the Majority of this Houſe. . 
tin My Lords, J have carefully avoided ſay ing any Thing in 
en, uſtification of our late Meaſures, - which does not proceed 
rom my being conſcious, that any of them were wrong, 
nl but from my being convinced, that their Juſtification or Con- 
i cmnation has nothing to do in this Debate. The noble 
Lord's Motion, in favour of which I have been arguing, 


tberty to make to you; which, I find, have been very 
much miſtaken by the noble Lords who have ſpoke againſt 
it. I believe no Lord doubts of my being for our ftanding 
Py his Majeſty with our Lives and as © in this or _ 
| 0 other 


2 ( | 
Thus, my Lords, I hope, I have fhewn, that the firſt Anno 24.Geo. II. 
agreed to; and as the ſecond ſtands.in need of no Amend 


I riſe up to explain ſome Things in the Motion I took the Duke of Al.. 


( 460 ) 

Ae 74, Ces. Il. other War he may be neceſſarily engaged in. My Lords, ! 

1 740» am for ſtanding by his Majeſty againſt all his Enemies, whe- 
— ther they be Spaniards, or French, Triſh, Seotiſs, or Englifs; | 

nay even againſt thoſe, if there be any ſuch, that are in hö 

Privy Council. 'Theſe laſt have always been found to be the 

moſt dangerous Enemies to the Kings of this Country; and 

againſt them our Sovereign has nothing to depend on, but 

the Wiſdom, the Honour, and the Integrity of this Aﬀem- 

bly. A King may have Minifters and Privy Counſellor, 

that, for their own private Ends, adviſe him to purſue ſuch 

Meaſures, as may end in his Deſtruction. If this ſhould ever 

happen to be the Caſe, it is then that this Houſe has an Op- 

portunity of ſhewing their Duty to their Sovereign, by ſhey- 

ing their Contempt of his Miniſters ; but if, at ſuch a melan- 

choly Conjuncture, there ſhould be a Majority in this "Houſe 

ſo blind as not to perceive the private Views of the Miniſter, 

or ſo corrupted as to ſacrifice the Intereſt of their King and 

Country to the Places and Penſions, which the Miniſter has 

to beſtow, the Sovereign would then have no Council bold 

enough to warn him of his Danger, nor the Country any 

Aſſembly that could in a legal Way prevent its Ruin. 

As to thoſe that are his Majeſty's declared Enemies, he hu 

none, I think, at preſent, at leaſt none worthy the Notice 

of this Houſe, but the Spaniards ;, and therefore I thought i 

Vas ſufficient for us to declare, that we will ſtand by him in 

the Proſecution of the preſent War againſt them, or any that 

_ ſhall take their Part; for this is implied in the gp De- 

claration I have propoſed; but as to his Majeſty's ſecret, 

and the worſt of all, his Boſom-Enemies, as we are his Ma. 

jeſty's great hereditary Council, it is our Duty to be always 

upon the Watch againſt them; and I thought it was incun- 

bent upon us, in this Time of foreign Danger, to aſſure hy 

Majeſty, that we would be mindful of our Duty in this N 

ſpect, by exerting ourſelves in our high Capacity of heredi- 

tary great Council of the Crown, in ſuch a Manner as might 

beſt tend to the promoting the true Intereſt of his Majelty, 

and our Country. Surely, my Lords, it will not be ſuppe- 

| ſed, that by the Words To which all other Councils are fubor 

dinate and accountable, J meant to include the Houſe of Com- 

mons ? I do not believe any Man in the Nation will think 

ſo. I meant only to include his Majeſty's Privy Council 

his Cabinet Council, or his Council of One, if he has any 
ſuch ; and I thought it was neceffary to inſert theſe Words 

to put the Members of theſe Councils in mind of their being 

ſubordinate and accountable to this Aſſembly ;. for it is ſo 

long ſince we exerted ourſelves in this Capacity, it is ſo long 
ſince we had any of theſe Gentlemen under our Examina 
2 $100, 
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nation, that, I am afraid, they 


» S 


begin. to forget their Subor- Anno 14. Geo. II. 


dination; I am afraid they begin to think, that we are ac- 274. 


countable to them for our Behaviour in this Aſſembly, and 
that they are accountable to none but their Maſter. ; 

Having thus explained my Motion, I hope your Lordſhips 
will think it is no Way deficient in thoſe Declarations of 
Duty and Affection, which we ought upon this Occafion to 
make to his Majeſty, and that there is no Expreſſion in it, 
that can give a reaſonable Cauſe of Offence to any Aſſem- 
bly, or any Man in the Nation. And now I am up, I muſt. 
obſerve, that the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, ſeems to have 
very much miſtaken what I ſaid about the Cuſtom we have 
lately fallen into, of being ſo very particular in our Ad- 
dreſs, as to leave nothing untouched that has been mention- 
ed in his Majeſty's Speech from the Throne; I faid, there 
are ſeveral Perſons in the Adminiſtration, who muſt re- 
member when this Cuſtom was firſt introduced: When I 
ſaid ſo, I did not mean the oldeſt among them. The Cu- 
ſtom is far from being co-eval with the Revolution: It 
was not ſo much as introduced till many Years after, and 
did not become in any ſort an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom, till after I 
had the Honour of a Seat in this Aſſembly. It may per- 
haps be the Effect of what has happened fince the Revolu- 
tion: It may be the Effect of the many Taxes fince that 
Time neceſſarily impoſed, and the many Poſts and Places 
thereby created; but it neither was, nor could be the Effect 
of any of the good Alterations in our Conſtitution, that were 
intended or obtained by the Revolution: It was the Effect of 
what I muſt now call a blind Complaiſance for the Crown, 
or rather for the Miniſters of the Crown, and an Effect that 
I have always thought ridiculous. I have often ſaid, both 
in jeſt and in Earneſt, as ſeveral Lords here preſent can 
teſtif;”, that it is ridiculous in us, without the leaſt previous 
Conſideration or Enquiry, to repeat and applaud in our Ad- 
dreis, every Thing that a Miniſter may, for that very Pur- 
poſe, contrive to have inſerted in his Majeſty's Speech from 
the Throne. ; es 

zut this Cuſtom, it ſeems, my Lords, ridiculous and ab- 
ſurd as it is, we muſt not alter, leſt we ſhould thereby ſeem, 
without any proper Enquiry, to cenſure or difapprove the 
Conduct of the Adminiſtration. Does not every one of 
your Lordſhips ſee, that this Argument will always be as 
good againit aboliſhing this ridiculous Cuſtom, as it is at 
preſent ? But this Argument is not now, nor ever can be of 
any Weight; for every Man in his right Wits muſt ſuppoſe, 
that the Alteration in our Conduct proceeds from our being 
onvinced, that the Cuſtom was bad, and not from our be- 

7 Pp p N ing 


Anno 14. Geo. II. ing convinced, that the Conduct of the Adminiſtration hes 


1740. 


Method o 


when our Conduct has become an Object of Sorrow to our 


Conduct. ; 
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been wrong; and therefore our returning to our antient 

f addreſſing cannot ſo much as ſeem to be a Cen- 
ſure or Diſapprobation of any paſt Meaſure. Suppoſing, 
therefore, we had, from all outward Appearance, the great- 
eſt Reaſon to applaud and extol our late Conduct, yet this 
could be no Argument againſt our forſaking ſuch a ridi- 
culous Cuſtom ; but when outward Appearances operate 
ſtrongly againft the late Conduct of our public Affaim, 


Friends, and of Mirth to our Enemies, then ſurely it is high 
Time for this Houſe to forſake a Cuſtom, that muſt lead 
them into a ſeeming Sort of Approbation of ſuch a 


J am not at all ſurprized to ſee the noble Lords, who 
argue for the Continuance of this Cuſtom, avoiding as much 
as poſſible any Sort of Diſquiſition into our paſt Conduct; 
but when a ſeeming Sort of Approbation is defired, is it 
unſeaſonable for this Houſe to enter into that Diſquiſition? 
Is it not our Duty to enquire, whether there is any ſeeming 
Foundation for that ſeeming Sort of Approbation? And 
may not that Enquiry be founded upon outward Appear 
ances ? This, my Lords, is what we are now upon: We ar 
examining our late Meaſures according to. outward Ap. 


] 
pearances, and theſe, I am ſure, will afford us a very good 
Foundation for a ſeeming Sort of Cenſure, but not the left 
Foundation for any Thing that may look like an Approbs r 
tion. Let us examine our late Conduct either in Peace o WW” 
War, and I am ſure, according to all outward Appearance, 6 
we ſhall find good Reaſon to condemn it in both. Ou 5 
tedious and perplex'd Negotiations, the Convention in whid 
they were ſumm'd up, nay every Step taken to prevent: ; 
War, was infamous, and tended only to make a War u. 
avoidable at laſt, The Excuſe now made for the Co. 
tinuance of theſe Negotiations, ſhould make Parliaments ex: t 
tremely cautious of being directed by Miniſters in the draw: L 
ing up of any of their Addreſſes to the Crown. The Ad: H, 


dreſſes that were drawn up and preſented by Parliament uy WW. 

on the repeated Complaints of our Merchants, were, #* 4 
every one knows, chiefly penn'd by our Miniſters, and nov 
theſe very Addreſſes are made an Excuſe for the mol 
diſhonourable Negotiations that ever an unconquered Nation 
ſubmitted to carry on: I ſay diſhonourable, my Lords, fa 
it was diſhonourable as well as pernicious, to treat with if 
Nation, that would not ſo much as diſcontinue her Depre 
dations during the Time of the Treaty. Whilſt there we 
any Hopes of Succeſs by Negotiation, whilſt the * 
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an End to them by condemning them, leſt the Miniſter 
ſhould have ſaid, that he would have procured Satisfaction 


Parliament had not prevented it; but now we may ſpeak 
tisfaction or Security by fair Means from the Court of Spain, 
vious to the Treaty of Seville. 


From all outward Appearance, therefore, we muſt con- 
demn every Step of our late Conduct in Time of Peace; 


I R bw -* =. w N30 * 


not, my Lords, pretend to know a great deal of the Theory 


oe BD” oo 


by the beſt Judgment I can from thence form, I muſt con- 
clude, that no one reaſonable Step has been taken for the 


meg 
2 


commit Foſtilities: This is my Opinion, and this Opinion 
I will venture to ſupport againſt the moſt Learned in the 
Theory of War. The Operations of War, my Lords, are 
not like the Steps of a Negotiation : For judging of the 
former we have no Occafion for Papers, Memorials, or 
Letters. When a War has been carried on for eighteen 


ing the Enemy with Vigour and Effect, every Man may, 

without diving into Secrets, determine whether this has 

been owing to our own Weakneſs 'or the Strength of the 

Enemy ; and if to the former, whether it has been owing to 

a Weakneſs in the Nation, or to a Weakneſs in the Coun- 

ſels of thoſe that conduct the Affairs of the Nation. Mr. 

Vernon has demonſtrated, that our Inactivity cannot be ow- 

ing to the Strength of the Enemy; and will any ane ſay, 

that out of zo, ooo Men we might not have ſent 4 or 5000 
Land-Forces to the Veſ-Indies, as ſoon as we reſolved upon 
Hoſtilities againſt Spain? With regard therefore to our Con- 
duct in the War, 1 think we have good Reaſons, founded, 
not upon outward Appearances, but upon certain Facts, for 

teſtifying our Diſapprobation of it, or at leaſt for refuſing 
to ſay any Thing in our Addreſs, that may look like an Ap- 
probation ; and that the Addreſs propoſed by the noble 
Lord will imply a Sort of Approbation, muſt, I think, ap- 
pear evident to every one who conſiders the Import of the 
everal Paragraphs. 8 

To carry on the War, my Lords, in the moſt 
Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner, and 
1740. | Ppp2 not 
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Ws 


and Security to the Nation by peaceable Means, if the 
freely, and I will ſay, it was ridiculous to expect either Sa- 
after their treating us ſo haughtily in the Negotiation pre- 


and, I am ſure, no Man can ſay we have as yet any Rea- 
ſon to approve of our Conduct in Time of War. I do 
of War, but I have learned ſomething from Practice; and 9 


Proſecution of the War, either before or ſince we began to 


Months, without ſo much as one Attempt made for attack- 


could ſay, there were any Hopes, (and every one knows he Anno 14. Geo. H. 
is pretty good at aſſerting,) the Parliament was loth to put 


1740. 
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n Anno 14. Geo. II. not to ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted or deterred from thoſe 
þ 1740. - Meaſures, is certainly a Sign of great Wiſdom, and of a 
—— urid Adherence to the true Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, 
But will not our acknowledging, in ſuch a particular Man- 
ner, the Wiſdom of ſuch a Reſolution upon this Occaſion, 
be an Implication, that in our Opinion this Maxim has been 
dee And can any Man ſay, that the War has as yet 


* 
: 


en carried on vigorouſly in any Place? Can we ſay, that 
our Miniſters have not ſuffered themſelves to be diverted: or 
Ceterred, when they themſelves acknowledge, that they: have 
been diverted from ſending proper Supplies to the Weſi- 
Indies, by the ridiculous Apprehenſions of our being in- 
vaded at Home ? Is not this the very Reaſon they aſlign for 
not ſending 4 or 5000 of our regular veteran Troops to the 
Meſt- Indies, at the 3 of the War ?. My Lords, if 
your Lordſhips think fit, I ſhall be, with all my Heart, for 
cknowledging the Wiſdom of this Maxim or Reſolution; 
but then, to prevent the Implication I have mentioned, I 
ſha]l be for concluding the Paragraph with ſaying, that we 
are ſorry this Reſolution was not taken and vigorouſly pur- 
ſued, from the firſt Moment we reſolved upon Hoſtilities a · 
gainſt Spain. 0. 208 
Asa for the next Paragraph, my Lords, I muſt join with a 
noble Lord, who has honoured: my Motion with his Appro- 
bation : I fay, F muſt join with him in thinking, that it 
. looks very much like Swaggering. This Nation, my Lords, 
ee | has not, thank God! from its former Behaviour, (at leaſt 
De from its Behaviour before our preſent excellent Miniſter 
the Reins of Government ſolely into his Hands) the leaſt 
Occaſion to boaſt of what it will do. I believe, no Court 
in Europe doubts of the Nation's being ready to vindicate 
its Honour againſt whoſoever ſhall dare to attempt to pre- 
ſcribe Limits to our Arms in ſuch a juſt and neceſſary 
War; but, I believe, every Court of Europe ſuppoſes our 
Miniſters will not; therefore, ſuch Words as theſe may be 
natural for them, tho? not at all for the Nation. But, 
alas !. theſe hectoring Words cannot now do them any Ser- 
vice: They have ſo often already made Preparations; and 
fitted out Squadrons, which have afterwards appeared to be 
nothing but Bravado, that their Threatnings will now fignify 
nothing. Therefore, I am againſt this Paragraph; firſt; be- 
cauſe it is not the natural Language of the Nation; and nem, 
becauſe the World will from thence ſuppoſe, that our Ad- 
dreſs has been dictated by the Miniſter, which can never be 
any Honour to this Houſe, and leſs at this Time, than at 
any former Period I can think of. | _ 
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Objection with the firſt: It will imply an Approbation of our 
paſt Conduct, with regard to the Balance and Liberties of 
Europe: The World will from thence ſuppoſe this Houſe to 
be of Opinion, that our Miniſters have ſtrictly adher'd to 
the Engagements the Nation is under for maintaining the 
Balance and Liberties of Ezrope, which, I think, is very far 
from being the Caſe. I ſhall moſt readily join in ſupporting 
his Majeſty, and enabling him to adhere to the Engagements 
he is under, when I know what thoſe Engagements are, and 
that they are proper for maintaining the Balance and Liber- 
ties of Europe; but, I think, we ought not in our Addreſs 
to mention Engagements, till we know what thoſe Engage- 
ments are; nor can we, I think, mention our Miniſter's 
future adhering to the Engagements the Nation is under, for 
maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Europe, without, 
at the ſame Time, complaining, that he has not in Time paſt 
adhered ſo ſtrictly to them, as he ought to have done. There- 
fore, if your Lordſhips are for retaining this Pa I 
I hope you will conclude it with ſuch. a Complaint as I have. 
mentioned, in order to prevent the World's being impoſed 
on by an Implication of what I cannot ſappoſe to be your 
Opinion: At leaſt, if it is, I am ſure you differ from what 
is the Opinion of the Majority of this Nation, and of. 
every Court in Europe. 8 190. 7 eee 35 
The laſt Paragraph, my Lords, at leaſt the latter Part of 
it, I cannot but look on as a little mean. It puts me in mind 
of what is ſaid of our Enemies the Spaniards : In the time. 
of a Storm, inſtead: of running aloft to take Care of the 
Ship, their Seamen all run below to pray for a Deliverance. 
We have now more occaſion for acting than wiſhing ; and if 
we do not now. begin to act, if we do not now begin to ex- 
ert ourſelves in our high Capacity of hereditary great Coun- 


tel, that neither the Honour of the Crown, nor the Rights 
of the People will be maintained with Vigour or Succeſs: I 
do not know, but that both may be ſacrificed to that pufilla- 
nimous miniſterial Spirit, to which the Trade and Navigation 
of this Kingdom, and the Balance and Liberties of Europa, 
— in my Opinion, been ſacrificed for too great a Number 
of Vears. 170 

Having thus explained the Motion I took the Liberty ta 
make, and ſhewn. ſome of my Objections to the other, IL 
mult conclude with inſiſting. upon my Motion, Your Lord- 
ſuips may amend it if you pleaſe: I ſhall readily ſubmit any 
Thing I propoſe to the Correction of this — I 


a 


The following Paragraph, my Lords, is liable to the ſame', 


nno 14. Geo. II. 
1740. 


A 


cil of the Crown, I may, without a Spirit of Prophecy, fore- 


* 


1740. 


| aer Anſwer in our Addreſs, to every Thing that had 


between his Majeſty and his Parliament; that his People 
place an entire Confidence in his Wiſdom and Conduct; and 


( 466 ) 


Aano 14.Geo,11, but I ſtill think it ought to be made the Ground-work: of on 


preſent Addreſs. 
The Lord Chancellor. | 2 
My Lords, 


3 5 Having before given your Lordſhips my Opinion, only 22 to 


the Method of proceeding in the Caſe now before you, I ſhall 
now beg leave to ſpeak to the Merits. As the preſent Cuſtom 
of taking particular Notice in our Addreſs, of every Thing 
mentioned to us by his Majeſty in his Speech from the 
Throne, has always been objected to, and has often become 
the Subject of a Debate in this Houſe, I have been at ſome 
Pains to enquire when it firſt began, and why it was intro- 
duced. 1 find, my Lords, that this Cuſtom firſt began to be 
introduced in the Reign of the late Queen Anne, and inthe 
Adminiſtration of the late Duke of Marlborough and Earl of 
Godolþhin : Theſe two will, I believe, be allowed to have 
been as great Men, and as ſucceſsful Miniſters, as ever this 
Nation was bleſſed with. I cannot think your Lordſhips will 
eaſily ſuppoſe, that either of them would have given Coun- 
tenance to any thing that was inconſiſtent with the public 
Good, or with the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe z and 
the Time when this Cuſtom firſt began to be introduced, 
may point out to us the Reaſon why it was introduced. At 
the Beginning of the late War, we firſt began to retum 


n mentioned from the Throne; and the Reaſon of our 
doing ſo was, without doubt, to ſhew the Powers abroad, as 
ſoon as poſſible, that there was a good Harmony ſubfiſting 
between her Majeſty and her Parliament: That the-Parlia- 
ment approved in general ef the Meaſures purſued by the 
Adminiſtration z and that the Parliament would ſupport their 
Sovereign in all the Engagements ſhe had entered, or might 
enter into, for carrying on the juſt and neceſſary War in 
which ſhe was then engaged. | | 

This, my Lords, I think, appears evidently to have been 
the Reaſon for introducing this Cuſtom ; and was this Rea 
ſon ever ſtronger than it is at preſent? Was there ever 
Time, when it was more neceſſary for a Britiſb Parliament 
to ſtrengthen the Hands of their Sovereign, both by ther 
Actions and their Declarations? My Lords, not only the 
Balance and Liberties of Europe, but our Succeſs in the pre- 
ſent War, muſt depend upon the Weight his Majeſty's Coun- 
cils may have at preſent with the ſeveral Courts of Europe; 
and can any Thing add to this Weight ſo much as a prevail- 
ing Opinion Abroad, that there ſubſiſts an entire Harmony 


that 
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that the whole Power of the Britiſb Nation will be applied as Annor4.Geo, II. 


he ſhall think fit to direct it? We ought therefore to take the 


firſt Opportunity of demonſtrating to the World, not only our 


Affection and Duty to his Majeſty, but our Reliance upon 
him, and our Readineſs to ſupport him in whatever he may 
think neceſſary, either for the Proſecution of the preſent 
War, or for the Defence and Eftabliſhment of the Balance 
and Liberties of Europe. For this Reaſon, if the Addreſs 
propoſed by the noble Lord were warranted by no Prece- 
dent; if no ſuch Cuſtom, as we are now deſired to alter, 
had ever been introduced, I ſhould have been for introducing, 
it upon this Occaſion, by agreeing to the noble Lord's Motion. 

But, my Lords, when I conſider, / that this Cuſtom has 
prevailed, and been generally obſerved, for near forty Years, 


I am really ſurprized, an Alteration ſhould be attempted at 


ſuch a critical and important Junture. When we are en- 
gaged in a War of ſuch Conſequence to our Trade and Na- 
vigation; when the Liberties of Europe lie, I may fay, 
expiring at the Feet of this Nation, and expecting our help- 
ing Hand to raiſe them up; when. moſt of the States in Ex- 
rope ſeem to be in a ſort of Doubt, whether they ſhall brave- 
ly ſtand up in Defence of their Liberties, or tamely ſub- 
mit to that Power, which they find they cannot, with- 
out his Majeſty's Help, refiſt ; ſhall we, by an unneceſſary 


and il|-timed Alteration in our Conduct, give them Cauſe to 


expect an approaching Breach between his Majeſty and his 
Parliament; and that therefore, inſtead of aſſiſting them, it 
will be difficult for him to ſupport himſelf ? 'This, my Lords, 
would be ſuch an imprudent, ſuch a fatal Miſtake, that I 
am ſurprized to hear it propoſed, and much more to find 
it infiſted on. | 

Having thus, my Lords, ſhewn how dangerous it would 
be to alter our cuſtomary Method of addreſſing, I ſhall 
next beg leave to examine and compare the two Motions 
now before us. The firſt Motion, I ſhall allow, is ſtrong, 
nervous, and expreflive, and worthy of the noble Duke by 
whom it was propoſed ; but yet I muſt be of Opinion, that 
it contains both too much and too little. I ſhall grant, thar 
moſt of the Councils in this Nation are ſubordinate and ac- 
countable to this auguſt Aſſembly ; but I think it is too 
much to ſay, that all other Councils are ſubordinate and ac- 
countable to this. I ſhall likewiſe grant, my Lords, that 
from ſome of our old Hiſtories and Law-books it appears, 
that this Houſe has been in former 'Times ſummoned to meet 
by itſelf, in order to give their Counſel and Advice to their 
Sovereign in Affairs of great Importance, and ſuch as required 
immediate Diſpatch ; and that when it met upon ſuch Occa- 


hons, it isgenerally in our old Books called the Great SO 
: C11 ; 


1740. 


„ 


Anno 14. Geo. II. cil ; from whence, I ſuppoſe, the noble Duke took Occaſion i 


1740. 


call this Aſſembly the hereditary great Council of the Cr 
This may be a prbper Appellation ; but we ſhould he et 


tremely cautious of aſſerting, that all other C Ar 
ſubordinate and accountable to this Aſſembly. We knoy 


how jealous the other Houſe is of its Privileges and Immy. 
nities: From thence we may with Certainty ſuppoſe, tha 


if any ſuch Words were inſerted in our Addreſs, the othe 


Houſe would immediately appoint a Committee to inſpeſ 
our Journals, and upon the Report of that Committe, 

inſiſt upon our explaining ourſelves, and ing, 
that we did not thereby mean to atrogate any Power u 
Juriſdiction over them. I believe your Lordſhips wol 
not like to come to any ſuch Explanation. ; and if yon di 


not, it might occaſion ſuch a Breach between the two Houle, 


as would put a full Stop to all public Buſineſs, which woll 
certainly, at this critical Conjuncture, be attended with the 
moſt fatal Conſequences. Therefore, I hope your Lordſhip 
will join with me in Opinion, that the firſt Motion contaws 
too much; and that it contains too little, is ſtill, I think, 

more evident. wa” | | 
The noble Dake, indeed, propoſes, that we ſhould pn. 
miſe to ſupport his Majeſty in the prefent War; but i 
this, my Lords, enough, conſidering the preſent Circun- 
ſtances of Europe? His Motion ſays nothing of the Pry 
matic Sanction; it ſays nothing of any other War his Mi 
jeſty may be engaged in, for ſupporting the Balance and Ii 
berties of Europe. Is it not poſſible, is it not probable, thi 
his Majeſty may be engaged in another War on this Account, 
more general, more burdenſome, and more dangerous tha 
the preſent ? Such a War I really take to be unavoidable, ui 
leſs his Majeſty can form ſuch a Confederacy upon the Cont: 
nent, as will make it dangerous for any Power in Europe 
diſturb the Tranquillity thereof, by forcibly interpoſing i 
the Election of an Emperor, or by forcibly attempting # 
violate the Pragmatic Sanction. And as nothing can em 
tribute more towards enabling his Majeſty to form fſuch1 
Confederacy upon the Continent, than a Declaration fron 
the Brit; Parliament, that they will enable him to tak 
good all the Engagements he has, or may entes into for tin 
Purpoſe, it would be very imprudent in us to neglect thi 
Opportunity of making fuch a Declaration; from whens 

it is evident, that the firſt Motion contains too little. 
On the other Hand, my Lords, the ſecond Motion is, i 
my Opinion, without Fault, without any reaſonable Obje: 
tion: It acknowledges the Wiſdom of thoſe - Reſolution, 
which every one of your Lordſhips have applauded, whid 
| | even 


S 


any other War his Majeſty may be engaged in, for main- 
— the Balance and Liberties of E —— which, I think, 
are abſolutely neceſſary upon the preſent Occaſion: It ex- 
preſſes our Affection to his Majeſty's Perſon and Govern- 
ment, and our Wiſhes for his Succeſs, in as ſtrong, and, I 
think, as Laconic Terms as can be contrived ; and it con- 
tains nothing that dan give Offence, either to the other 
Houſe, or to any Man in the Kingdom, As to the late 
Conduct of our Miniſters, let it be as bad as can be imagin'd, 
there is nothing in this Motion; that can bar an Enquiry, or 
prevent a Cenſure : 'There 1s not the leaſt Mention made of 
any late Meaſure, nor ſo much as a Reference to any Part of 
our paſt Conduct; and as for the Implications the noble 
Duke has been pleaſed to ſuppoſe, I cannot think there is the 
leaſt Ground to apprehend, that any ſuch will be made, ei- 
ther abroad or at home. Surely, Fc our acknowledging 
the Wiſdom of a Reſolution, no Man will conclude, chat 
we think it has been already purſued : On the contrary, it 1s 
foreſtalling, if I may fo expreſs myſelf, the Judgment of 
this Houſe, and previoufly cenſuring the Conduct of our Mi- 
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mn niſters, if upon Enquiry it ſhould , that this Reſolution 
vas not ale as rs Si 2 as our Cir- 
cumſtances would admit. Tx 

Li The Objection made to the next Paragraph of che noble 
uu Lord's Motion muſt appear very extraordinary, to one who 
ant onſiders what has been a&tually done by a neighbouring 
na Power. When 1 fay this, my Lords, every one that hears 
q ne, muſt ſuppoſe, I mean the French: They have lately ſent 


wo Squadrons to the Veſt- Indies, without any apparent 
Reaſon for ſo doing : No Man, I believe, ſuppoſes they 
ould have put themſelves: to this Expenee for nothing; or 


bat it was done merely with a Deſign to exerciſe their Sea- 
dußg en. I ſhall not ſo much as pretend to gueſs what was their 
01D -fign ; but it is highly probable, either that they deſigned 
ug join openly with our Enemies againſt us, if they found an 
a opportunity, by ſo doing, to do us a Miſchief, or that they 
tin tended, by ſending theſe Squadrons thither, to bully and 
echten us from proſecuting the War properly and vigorouſly 
ene that Part of the World; and in either Caſe, can we be 


id to boaſt or hector, when we aſſure his Majeſty, that we 
ill ſtand by and ſupport him againſt any Power that ſhall 


Je empt to preſcribe or limit the Operations of the War a- 
g inſt his and our Enemies? Does not ſuch a Declaration 
hi aturally ariſe from the Circumſtance I have mentioned? As 
VP: Circumſtance is known to the whole World, would not 


88 Qqq 2 


every Man mult in his Heart appland ; it gives his Majeſty Anno 14. Cec. II. 
thoſe Aſſurances, both with reſpect to the preſent War, and 174 


i 1740» 


Lord Carteret, 


— 


Anno 14. Geo. II. our neglecting to make ſuch a, Declaration, eſpecially a kb 


Noble Lord's Motion, I cannot think the noble 


„ | 


Majeſty has mentioned it im his Speech, betray a fort d 
Fear, which might be of the moſt dangerons Conſequence y 
the preſent Situation, not only of this Nation, but of I, 
rope in general ? ORR Th 7 
With regard to the Engagements this Nation may be m. 
der, for maintaining the Balance and Liberties of Eune, 
do not know, my Lords, that any of them have been of lu 
Years neglected; but ſuppoſing they have, it can be no 0. 
jection to what the noble Lord has propoſed on that Head: 
We are not thereby to affirm, that they have been ftridh 
adhered to, nor can any ſuch Thing be implied from wha 
he propoſes. We may hereafter enquire into this Affair, we 
may cenſure, we may puniſh, notwithſtanding any thin 
contained in the Addreſs he propoſes. If there has ben 
any Neglect, our declaring, that we will ſtand by and ſup 
port his Majeſty in all ſuch Engagements, will prevent tle 
like in time to come; and the Death of the late Empem 
renders it neceſſary for us to make ſuch a Declaration, x 
ſoon as poſſible, in order to confirm the Reſolutions of thok, 
who are naturally Friends to the Liberties of Europe, and y 
obviate the Deſigns of thoſe, whoſe continual Aim has, fv 
many Years, been to overturn them. 
As to the Objection made to the laſt Targets of th 
Duke was f 
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rious when he made it. Our wiſhing can neither preaſ 
nor interrupt our acting: Therefore, your Lordſhips may ti 
Day wiſh Succeſs to his Majeſty's Enterprizes, and to- m 
row, or at the ſame time, if you pleaſe, you may begin t 
contribute by your Actions towards rendering them ſuccek 
ful. In my Opinion, the beſt Thing you can do, is to c 
vince the World, that there is a perfect Harmony ſubſiſix 
between his Majeſty and his Parliament; that the Brit 
Nation will concur with his Majeſty in a vigorous Proſecutia, 
not only of the preſent War, but of any other War his Ms 
jeſty may be neceſſarily engaged in, for maintaining the B 
lance and Liberties of Europe; and that we will carefully Wi 
void every thing, that may occaſion any Diviſion, Heats 
Animofity amongſt ourſelves : Theſe will, I think, be th 
Effects of our agreeing to the ſecond Motion; and as tl 
contrary will, in my Opinion, be the Effects of our agree 
to the firſt, therefore I ſhall be for ſetting it aſide, by mew 
of the previous Queſtion, in order that we may agree to H 
fecond Motion. | | rc 
Lord Carteret. 
My Lords, | 

I beg Pardon for troubling your Lordſhips a ſecond tint 
upon this Occaſion : I now riſe up only to 1 
bung 
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right, as to ſome Facts that ſeem to be conteſted, or rather 
e ly miſunderſtood. The Cuſtom of returning a particularAnſwer 
in our Addreſs, to every thing mentioned in the Speech from 
the Throne, I ſhall admit was firſt introduced in the Admi- 
nitration of the Duke of Marlborough and Earl of Godolphin ; 
and from this Inſtance we may ſee, how cautious we ought 
o be of introducing any Cuſtom under a good Adminiftration, 
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yas not introduced at the very Beginning of that Admini- 
ration, or at the Beginning of the War ; and therefore the 
auſe of its being introduced may be, and was, I believe, 
ery different from what the. noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, has 
deen pleaſed to repreſent. If ever there was occaſion to teſ- 
ify a perfect Harmony between the Sovereign and the Par- 
iament, by a long particular Addreſs at the Beginning of the 
zeſſion, it was upon the Acceſſion of the late Queen, or at the 
geginning of the firſt Parliament after her Acceſſion, and yet 
pon both theſe Occaſions, we find the Addreſs of this Houſe 
Nas very ſhort and very general; therefore, it is plain, we 
nuſt look for another Reaſon for this Cuſtom ; and if we at- 
end to the many glorious Victories and repeated Succeſſes 
is Nation was bleſſed with, under that wiſe and vigorous 
Adminiſtration, we may eaſily find it 
The true Reaſon, my Lords, was, wewere ſo very much 
lated with the Succeſs of our Arms, and with the Trophies 


tho hich every ſucceeding Campaign added to thoſe of the for- 
Not er, that we went a little too far in ſhewing our Gratitude 


nd Complaiſance to that brave General, who conducted our 
Armies abroad, and that conſummate Stateſman, who ſe- 
pnded his Endeavours by a moſt prudent Conduct of our 


ne Firs at home. By this means, we introduced the Cuſtom 
ity making every Year an expreſs or implied Panegyric upon 
e Conduct of our Miniſters, by way of Addreſs of Thanks 
r the Sovereign's molt gracious Speech from the Throne, 
HE ithout foreſeeing, that every future Adminiſtration would 
aim the ſame Complaiſance, tho? not at all deſerving of the 
t > me Gratitude. That Adminiſtration, my Lords, had ſome 


eaſon, from their continual Flow of Succeſs, to expect a 
rt of implicit Faith, or blind Complaiſance from Parliament. 
hey deſerved our Confidence, becauſe they had the Confi- 
nce of all our Friends and Allies, and were the Terror of 
r Enemies. But where are the Victories, where are the 
rophies our preſent Miniſter has to boaſt of? Can we truſt 
d the Conduct of a Miniſter, who, by his own Confeſſion, 


as ſtript us of every Ally? Can we put Confidence in a 
1740. n | Man, 


that ought not to be followed under a bad: But this Cuſtom 


things I faid before, and to endeayour to ſet your Lardſhips Anorg. Oer. l. 


1740. 


Anno 14. Ceo. II. 
1740. 


dication proteſt. In the glorious and ſucceſsful 


begin to ſpeak the Language of Miniſters, without Regard 
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Man, who, by miſconducting our Affairs, has rendered q; 
the Pity of our F:iends, and the Contempt of our Enemies? 
Thus your Lordſhips mult ſee, that what was the true Rex 
ſon for introducing this Cuſtom, is now very far from, being 
a Reaſon for continuing it. I ſhall grant, my Lords, that 
a perfect Harmony between King and Parliament has al 
ways hitherio given Weight to the King's Counſels abroad; 
but from whence did this proceed ? It proceeded from the 
Parliament's ſpeaking the Language of the People; for if 
ever a Parliament, by Corruption or any other Means, ſhouli 
to the Sentiments of the People, a good Harmony between 
King and Parliament will then have no Authority at home, 
and conſequently can have no more Effect abroad, than 4 
good Harmony between the King and his Miniſters, I wa 
going to ſay his Footmen ; for a Miniſter that is hated by 
the People, is in a more precarious Situation, and muſt be 
more dependent, than any of the King's Footmen. Let u 
then conſider what is the Langage of the People. A Par 
lament may force a Change of Miniſters ; but it cannot 
force a Change of Sentiments among the People : All the 
Compliments we can make, will never prevail with the 
People to pur a Confidence in a Miniſter they hate and ds 
ſpiſe ; ſuch Compliments will only involve us in his Ignomi 
ny, and likewiſe, I muſt think, in his Guilt. If we con. 
ſider this, my Lords, we ſhall begin this Seſſion with an Eu. 
quiry into the late Conduct of our public Affairs; and if we 
have a mind to do this, ſurely we ſhould avoid ſaying ay 
thing in our Addreſs, that may, by any ſort of Implication, 
look like an Approbation of that Conduct we may, per 
haps, in a Week or two, find it neceſſary to cenſure. Ty 
applaud and cenſure in the ſame Seſſion, would be ſuch a 
Inconſiſtency in the Behaviour of this Houſe, as would de- 


ut 
ſtroy that Character, which we muſt preſerve among the in 
People, if we have a mind to be ſerviceable to our Sovereign, i c: 
or uſeful to our Country. | Ot 
My Lords, we muſt enquire ; the whole Kingdom et b 
pects it at our Hands; if we do not, there will be ugly It by 
finuations made againſt the Dignity and Honour of thi ti 
Houſe, both at home and abroad. For this very Reaſa 
we ought to agree to the noble Duke's Motion, in oda I 
to ſatisfy the People, as ſoon as poſſible, that in this Seſia t 
we will do our Duty: It is a Duty we owe to our Sovereign, c. 
as well as his People. If this Propoſition is refuſed, or ſa 0 
aſide by the previous Queſtion, I ſhall look upon it as a R ] 


fuſal of any Enquiry, and therefore I muſt in wy 009.08 
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66 


as all Miniſters are, to accept of all the Panegyrics the 

parliament was willing to beſtow, yet, being conſcious of 
their own Innocence, they were too wiſe to oppoſe or en- 
deavour to evade an Enquiry, There was then no mutual 
Compact between a Miniſter and his Tools, to protect one 
another againſt an impartial parliamentary Enquiry ; and 


* * 
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into this Houſe againſt the Admiralty,' and an Enquiry into 
the Conduct of , Board moved for, tho' Prince George 
himſelf was then at the Head of the Admiralty, yet the 
Miniſters were ſo far from oppoſing, that they promoted an 


ſtrict Enquiry carried on, whereupon it was found, that the 
Prince's Council had been guilty of great Neglects, with 


tecting our Trade; for which, and for ſeveral other Neg- 
lets and Miſdemeanors alledged againſt them, they were 
removed from that Board, without ſo much as an Attempt 
made by the Miniſters, either to ſcreen them from being 
found guilty, or to protect them after they were. 

This, my Lords, was the Condu of thoſe two wiſe and 
great Miniſters, the Duke of Mar/borough and Earl of 
Godolphin : They were not only wiſe, but they were inno- 


their Underlings in any dirty Jobbs, or if their Underlings 
had been privy to any of their dirty Jobbs, they muſt have 


very Mention of an Enquiry is frightful : Let it begin where 
it will, he is afraid of its coming to him at laſt ; therefore, 
when there ariſes a general Diſcontent in the Nation, it is 
no Preſumption in Favour of a prime Miniſter, if he makes 
uſe of all his Authority in Parliament to prevent an Enquiry 
into the Cauſes of that Diſcontent, Popular Diſcontents 
can never ariſe without ſome Foundation : They are often 
occaſioned by the Miſconduct or Avarice of Underlings ; 
but if the Chief has really no Share in the Guilt, he wall 
be for a ſtrict Enquiry, that his own Conduct may be juf- 
tifed, and the Blame laid on thoſe that deſerve it. ; 
We muſt not only enquire into our paſt Conduct, my 


3 DO 53 ea rn 2ST” TX" > 35 /// A 


= 8=E7 5 


to give his Majeſty ſuch Advice as may be proper at this 


critical and important Conjuncture. I have not learned from 
fe old Books, but in this Houſe I have learned, from as able 
Re BOY Judges as ever ſat here; from my Lord Halifax, my Lord 
ners, my Lord Coxuver, I have learned that we fit here in 
rn: Wy <bree Capacities : We fit here as a legiſlative Council, as a 
5 | 85 


therefore, in the Year 1707, when a Complaint was brought 


Enquiry. A Committee was accordingly appointed, and a 


regard to the appointing of Cruizers and Convoys for pro- 


cent; for if they had not, if they had been concerned with 


protected them. To a Miniſter conſcious of his Guilt, the 


Lords, but we muſt conſider our future Conduct, in ordep 


jurifdidtivg 


tion that has been mentioned, tho? the Miniſters were willin „ Anno 14. Geo · Il 
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Anno 14. Ges. II. juriſditive Council, and as the great Council of State. n 


4 1 740. 


WY W 


the Interpoſition of this Houſe will convince the Powers . 


ment: I know it has done fo in former Reigns, when the 
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this laſt Capacity we ought to give our Advice to our $0. 
vereign upon all important Occaſions 3 and for this Purpgſe 
we ought to enquire into, and be made acquainted with the 
State of our public Affairs. Our exerting ourſelves in this 
Capacity will add Weight to all his Majeſty's Meaſures, If 
other Councils have brought our Conduct into Diſrepate, 
this Houſe's interpoſing will retrieve our Credit. All un 
knows what we ought and can do; if we have not Fd 


broad, that we ſhall now begin to do what we 'ought, 
Whereas, if we continue to applaud and put an entire Con- 
fidence in a Miniſter, whoſe Conduct they can put no Con- 
fidence in, they will expect on our Part, the ſame puſillanj. 
mous and unſteady Conduct in Time to come, which they 
have experienced in Time paſt ; and this will prevent their 
entering into Engagements with his Majeſty, or giving Far 
to any thing he may propoſe. | * + 
My Lords, we have in this Debate heard a great deal of 
a perfect Harmony between the King and his Parliament, 
and the good Effects it may produce; but if thoſe Lords 
would ſpeak their Mind plainly, I believe they mean a per- 
fe&t Harmony between the King's Miniſters and his Parlia- 
ment, and this can at preſent, in my Opinion, produce no 
good Effect, becauſe there appears to be no good Harmony 
between them and the King's People, nor between them 
and thoſe Powers upon the Continent, who are the King's 
proper and natural Allies. I ſhould be glad to know, how 
our enquiring into, or cenſuring the Condutt of a Miniſter, 
can interrupt the Harmony between the King and his Parlia- 


King attempted to ſcreen a guilty Miniſter from the Juſtice 
of Parliament; but ſurely none of your Lordſhips will ſup- 
poſe any ſuch Thing of his preſent Majeſty ; therefore our 
cenſuring, and much leſs our refuſing to approve the Con- 
duct of any Miniſter, can no way interrupt that Harmony, 
which ſubſiſts, and, I hope, will always ſubſiſt between his 
preſent Majeſty and his Parliament. On the contrary, it 
will eſtabliſh and confirm that Harmony, which now 
fiſts between his Majeſty and his Parliament, and it will re. 
ſtore that Confidence, which we ought to preſerve among 
thoſe who are our natural Allies ; therefore, if there were no 
other Reaſon for our altering the Method of addreſſing we 
have of late Years fallen into, I ſhould be for it on this 
Occaſion, in order to convince the Powers abroad, that this 
Houſe will not be directed or dictated to by a Miniſter, 
whoſe Conduct they think they have ſufficient Cauſe to w 

| trult; 


e | 
truſt; and this of itſelf is a moſt prevalent Reaſon with me Anne 14. Geo. II, 
for agreeing to the noble Duke's Motion, becauſe I am 1740. 
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well aſſured, it was neither directed nor dictated by the Mi- NQ. Ns 
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niſter. TUES TEM" 1 
As for the other Motion, my Lords, it has ſo much of 


the miniſterial Turn in it, that I very much ſuſpe& ſome Mi- 
niſter had a Hand in drawing it up: and I am very much 
ſurprized to hear the learned Lord that ſpoke laſt, whoſe 
Knowledge in the Doctrine of Innuendo's is not to be que- 
ſtioned : I ſay, I am ſurprized to hear him aver, that it does 
not ſo much as imply an Approbation of the Miniſter's Con- 
duct. We are to acknowledge the Wiſdom of the Miniſter's 
Reſolution to proſecute the War in the' moſt proper Places, 
and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Manner: Innuendo, 
That he has actually taken ſuch a Reſolution, that he has 
taken it as ſoon as the Circumſtances of our Affairs would 
permit, and that he will proſecute it with Effect. We are 
to acknowledge the Wiſdom of his reſolving not to be di- 
verted or deterred from purſuing thoſe Meaſures : Innuen- 
do, That he has not hitherto allowed himſelf to be diverted 
or deterred. We are to declare, that we will ſupport him in 
adhering to the Engagements he has entered into, for main- 
taining the Balance and Liberties of Europe: Innuendo, 
That he has never entered into any Engagements, but ſuch 
as were proper for this Purpoſe, and that he has honourably 


bitherto adhered to all thoſe Engagements. Theſe Innuendo's 


are ſo obvious, that I am perſuaded they will be laid hold 
of by the Miniſter's Friends, at leaſt without doors, for fi- 
lencing all thoſe that complain of his Conduct; and as I am 
very far from being convinced of the Truth of any one of 
them, I cannot agree to an Addreſs, that will admit of ſuch 
Innuendo's. 6 | 

With regard to the French Squadrons ſailing to the Ven- 
Indies, it has, my Lords, been already obſerved, that we 
have no parliamentary Knowledge of the Fact ; but if we 
had, his Majeſty has already moſt wiſely taken the proper 
Notice of that Incident, by ſending a Squadron thither, 
ſuſh-ient for preventing their being able to limit his Opera- 
tions of War; which, I am ſure, will have a much greater 
Effect, than any Words we can make uſe ol. 

From all which, my Lords, it is evideat, that the ſecond 
Motion, as the learned Lord obſerved of the firſt, contains 
too much ; and, I think, it is as plain, that it contains too 
little; for it ſays nothing of our deſigning to enter upon any 
Enquiry, or to give any Advice to his Majeſty, which is a - 
Declaration I think moſt neceſſary to be made upon this Oc- 
caſton, in order to quiet the Minds of the People, and ta 

regain 


Anno 74. Geo. II. regain the Confidence of our Friends upon the Continen 
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Lord Hervey. 


that of not congratulating his wy on his ſafe Retum n 
ners, as well as in the Regard we ought to ſhew to our & 
his Abſence, our warlike Operations ſeemed to be at x 


' ſhould proſecute the War or no; but immediately after lj 


at a great Expence to the Nation, ſometimes for want d 


intended Voyage to the Veſl. Indies; where, I am conyince, 
it will be made a he, on Uſe of by the A 


- appoint his honeſt and brave Intentions. 


firſt is found Fault with, and feveral Amendments offered 


ments. As to the Objection made to the ſecond Motioi, 


Lordſhips pleaſe, I ſhall be for entering upon an Enquiry 
into any Part of our late Conduct, and ſhall think myſelf As 


„ 


This Defect I am not, indeed, much ſurprized at; hy 
there is another, which I am ſurprized the Miniſter, or 20 
Friend of the Miniſter, ſhould have overlook' d. I me. 
his Regal Dominions: This is really a Defe& in good Mar 
vereign ; and it is the more enormous, conſidering the go 
Effetts the whole Nation felt from his fafe Return. During 


Stand, or rather we ſeem'd to be in Suſpence, whether w 
Return, that Fleet which had lain fo long upon our Coal, 


a fair Wind, ſometimes for want of proper Proyifions, an 
ſometimes for want of ſailing Orders, proceeded upon it 


dmiral we lun 
there, if he be laid under no Check, that may limit or di 
Lord Herwey. | | 
TC ͤ | ; 
As I cannot Foy to ay much more, or better this 
what has been faid by other Lords, who have ſpoke befar 
me in this Debate, I ſhall trouble your Lordſhips with o. 
ly a few Obſervations upon the two Motions. Among 6 
thers, there is this Difference between the two, that the 


to it, even by thoſe Lords who have ſpoke in its Favour; 
whereas no Objection has been made to the fecond by ar 
one Lord, who has ſpoke in its Favour ; therefore, I think 
your Lordſhips, in order to fave Time, had better chuſe the 
ſecond Motion, which may be agreed to without Amend 
ment, than to chuſe the firſt, which, it is confeſſed by 
both Sides, cannot be agreed to without ſeveral Amend. 


that it implies an Approbation of the Conduct of the Mint 
ters, I do not think there is the leaſt Foundation for it; and 
this, I think, every one of your Lordſhips may convind 
himſelf of, by ſuppoſing the'Houſe entered into an Enqui- 
ry, and conſidering whether he would think himſelf tied 
up from cenſuring our late Conduct, by any Words con- 
tained in the Addreſs propoſed by the fecond Motion. Fe 
my own Part, I am ſure I ſhonld not, and therefore I ſhall 
firſt be for agreeing to this Motion, and then, if yout 


(is 3+: 


* Lord that oppoſed this Motion. 7 — 5 

| The ſecond Motion therefore, my Lords, if we chuſe it, 
* can give us no Trouble, nor take up much of our Time; 
7 whereas, if we chuſe the firſt, if we do not ſet it aſide by 
* the previous Queſtion, before we can agree to it, we muſt 
* ſet about amending it: About theſe Amendments we may 
od have new Debates, which will take up a great deal of Time, 
A and muſt of courſe give us a great deal of Trouble; for 
* ſurely your Lordſhips «would not agree to the firſt Motion, 
u till after you had ſome Way altered the Words, To which 
bi « all other Councils are ſubordinate and accountable; be- 
" cauſe theſe Words would, in my Opinion, neceſſarily breed 

o a Quarrel between the two Houſes. I am very welt con- 
od vinced, the noble Duke did not-mean to include the other 


Houſe under theſe general Words; but, my Lords, we mult 
not conſider what his Meaning was, or what Senſe we think 
ought to be put upon them; we muſt conſider what the other 
Houſe will think of them; and their Jealouſy will, T am 
perſuaded, ſuggeſt to them, that we meant by theſe Words, 
to lay a Precedent for eſtabliſhing ſome Sort of Juriſdiction 


they will not patiently bear with your making uſe of ſuch u 
general Expreſſion. 5 | eee 
But this is not the only Amendment we muſt make to the 
firtt Motion. "Thoſe who haye ſpoke in its Favour have al- 
lowed, that it is defective, with regard to the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of Europe, and the War his Majeſty, may poſſibly 
be engaged in on that Account; therefore we mult here like- 
wiſe make ſome Amendments ; and perhaps others may oc- 
car, when we come to conſider it more narrowly. In ſhort, 
my Lords, I am quite indifferent, which of the Motions 
you agree to, provided the firſt, -if you chuſe it, be proper- 
ly amended before you agree to it; but as our chuſing the 
ſecond will ſave a great deal of Trouble and Time, there- 
fore I ſhall be for ſetting the firſt aſide, by - means of the 
previous Queſtion, in order to come at the ſecond. | 
Lord Bathurſt. - 1 SE; By C 
My Lords, . 
between the two Motions, which, in my Opinion, is rather 
a Difference between the Speakers of one Side, and the 
dveakers of the other, than a Difference between the Moti- 
ons themſelves. I ſhall grant, that thoſe who have ſpoke 
for, or ſeem to favour the ſecond Motion, are more unani- 
mous, as they generally are, amongſt themſelves, than thoſe 
no have ſpoke for, or ſeem to favour the firſt ; but this is 
1749. RT Rrr | no 
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fee to cenfure, if I think it ought to be cenſured, as any Anno 


over their Aſſembly; therefore your Lordſhips muſt expect, 


14. Go. II. 
1740. 


The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, has obſerved a Difference Lora Barkurf, © 


Anno 74. Geo. II. no Argument for the ſecond Motion's being better, or mare 
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Preference to the firſt. 


graph of it except the firſt, which thanks his Majeſty for 


ons have been made to it, will be agreed to without ſome 
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correct than the firſt ; becauſe thoſe that are in the Wrong 
may be, and often are, more unanimous than thoſe that are 
in the Right. The ſecond Motion, therefore, can claim ng 
Preference from the Unanimity of its Advocates ; but I wil 
obſerve to your Lordſhips a real Difference between the tyo 
Motions, and a Difference, which demonſtrably gives the 


The Difference, my Lords, is this: The ſecond Motion 
is ſo bad, that Objections have been made to every Pan 


his Speech from the Throne; whereas the firſt Motion hay 
in the main been applauded, even by thoſe who have f 
againſt it; and no Objection made, but only to a few ug 
Words in one Place, and the Want of a few pretty Words 
in another ; therefore it is evident, the firſt Motion is in 
the main better than the ſecond. Now, if I add the prety 
Words defired, and leave out the ugly Words objected to, 
J am perſuaded the noble Duke will agree to what I pro 
poſe, and then I hope we ſhall unanimouſly agree to his Mo- 
tion; which Unanimity will be an Advantage, as has bee 
acknowledged, and ſeems to be deſired, by. thoſe who hare 
ſpoke upon the other Side of the Queſtion. | 

I ſhall therefore, my Lords, propoſe to add, at the End 
of the ſecond Paragraph of the noble Duke's Motion, the: 
Words, Or in any other War in which he may be neceſ 
* ſarily engaged, for maintaining the Balance and Libertia 
«« of Europe, on the Event of the late Emperor's. Death.” 
This will obviate the Objection of the Motion's containing 
too little; and as to the Objection of its containing too much, 
the only Words found fault with are theſe, To which al 
«© other Councils are ſubordinate and accountable ; ”” whid 
Words, as they ſtand in a Parentheſis, I propoſe, ſhall be 
entirely left out. Thus, my Lords, I think, J have ob» 
ated every Objection that has been made to this Motion; 
and therefore, unleſs your Lordſhips have ſomething elle in 
View, than merely to acknowledge your Loyalty and Fide- 
lity to his Majeſty, I hope you will unanimouſly agree to thi 
Motion thus amended. 1 

By this your Lordſhips will ſave a great deal of Troubł 
and Time; for if you ſhould ſet aſide this Motion by 
means of the previous Queſtion, you cannot ſuppoſe, that 
the ſecond Motion, after ſo many and ſuch ſtrong Objeft 
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Amendments being offered, which will of courſe introduce 
a new Debate. Nay, I do not think, that thoſe who ar 
its greateſt Advocates, can agree to it, without * 

| 3 | . 


1 
turn to his Regal Dominions. 


Lord Gower. 
My Lords, 


ticular to the Objections that have been made to the noble 
Duke's Motion, I think, as it is now amended, the Objections 
are all removed; and therefore, if your Lordſhips do not 
now agree to it, I mall think you have ſome ſecret, Reaſon, 

which has not been yet expreſſed, and from hence I ſhall - . 
ſuſpect, that ſome of your Lordſhips not only look upon the 

Addreſs propoſed by the noble Lord, zs an Approbation of 
the Miniſter's Conduct, but that you intend it as ſuch, and 

as a Bar to any future Enquiry or Cenſure. And indeed, as all 

Speeches from the Throne are ſuppoſed, in this Houſe, to 

be the Speech of the Miniſter, and as, conſequently, our 

Addreſs by way of Anſwer to that Speech, muſt be conſider- 

ed as an Anſwer to the Miniſter, I muft think, it would not 

ſhew a thorough Conſiſtency in our Behaviour, to cenſure or 

puniſh a Miniſter, after having returned him ſuch a pretty, 

ſmooth Anſwer in the beginning of the Seſſion. The noble 

Duke's Motion looks ſomething like what the Miniſter 

may expect, and I am ſure, what we qught to make him 

expect from this Aſſembly ; therefore, if that Motion be 

thrown out by a Majority, I ſhall expect, and the whole 

Nation with me will expect, that the ſame Majority will 

throw out every thing that can be offered towards an Enqui- 

ry; and how dangerous this may be, at this JunQure, I 

ſhall leave to your Lordſhips to judge; for a good Harmo- 

ny between the King and Parliament will ſignify but little, 

if it be known abroad, as it will be, that the People are 

generally diſcontented, that the Parliament ſpeaks nothing 

but the Language of the Miniſter, and that their ſpeaking 

ſuch Language has raiſed the Diſcontents of the People 

almoſt to Madneſs. 

My Lords, I attended with the more Care to the Objecti- 
ons made to the noble Duke's Motion, becauſe, when I 
firſt heard it, I was ſo well pleaſed with it, that I thought 
no Exception could be reaſonably taken to any Part of it; 
and I muſt ſay, J am ſtill of the ſame Opinion. However, 
for the ſake of Unanimity, 1 approve of the Amendments 
my noble Friend has propoſed ; but I was ſurprized to hear 
it ſo much as ſuppoſed, that the other Houſe would find fault 
with our ſaying, * That all other Councils are ſubordinate 
and accountable to this; or that they would imagine 
themſelves included in theſe general Words. I never heard 
of the other Houſe's being called a Council, either in our 
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ſome Words for congratulating his Majeſty upon his ſafe Re- Anno 14. Geo. II. 


As I have carefully attended to this Debate, and in par- Lord Gower, 


i Annor4.Geo, II. 
| Branches of our Legiſlature : They are the great Inqueſt of 


„ 
old Books cr our new, or by any Man in the Kingdom tha 


underſtood what he ſaid. The other Houſe is one of the 


the Nation ; and as ſuch, they are accountable to none; 
but I never heard, that they were called, or that they call. 
£d themſelves a Council ; and therefore, ſhould we. make 
uſe of this Expreſſion, I am convinced the other Houſe-would 
take no notice of it; unleſs we ſuppoſe them under the Di- 
rection of a Miniſter, and in that Caſe, indeed, if he per- 
ceived this Houſe inclined to make a ſtrict and impartial 
Enquiry into his Conduct, he might, and probably would, 
prevail with the other Houſe to lay hold of any Handle for 
putting a Stop to that Enquiry ; but as even this Danger i 
removed, by leaving out the Words objected to, and as the 
Defect complained of is removed by the Words my noble 
Friend has added, I can now ſee no Reaſon for our not 
_ agreeing with the noble Duke's Motion, unleſs it be, be- 
Cauſe we are very ſure it was not dictated by the Miniſter, 
which with me is a ſtrong Reaſon for approving it. 


The previous Queſtion being then put, it paſſed in the 
Negative; Contents 38. Not Contents 66. by which the 
Motion made by the Duke of Argyle was ſet aſide; where- 
upon the Queſtion was of courſe propoſed, to agree to the 
Motion made by Lord Hawer/bam ; and upon this, the Earl 
of Abingdon ſtood up, and moved, by way of Amendment, 
to inſert in that Motion, immediately before the laſt Pan- 
graph, theſe Words, vix. And as a farther Proof of our 
«© Duty and Affection to his Majeſty's ſacred Perſon, Royal 
„Family, and Government, to aſſure him, that we will 
«* exert ourſelves in our high Capacity of hereditary. great 
Council of the Crown, in ſuch a Manner as may belt tend 
to the promoting the true Intereſt of his Majeity and our 
Country, in this critical Jun&ure.” But this Motion be- 
ing diſagreed to without any Debate, the Motion made hy 
the Lord Haverſam was agreed to without Amendment; 
on which Occaſion was entered the following Proteſts. | 


— Pro 


Diſſentient. 


9 


3 Macclesfield. 
1. Becauſe we conceive, that a Motion of this Nature 
ought not to have been laid aſide by the previous Queſtion; 
but we apprehend it would have been more conſiſtent with 
the Honour and Dignity of this Houſe to have paſſed it in 
the Affirmative, ſince it contained the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances 
of our Duty to his Majeſty, and of our Zeal to ſupport him 
with our Lives and Fortunes in the Proſecution of this jo 
| | | 2 
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Jowed in the Debate, that the ancient Uſage of this Houſe 
was to return immediately a general Addreſs of Thanks only 
for the Speech from the Throne, and to appoint a future 
Day for taking the ſaid Speech into Conſideration : By which 
wiſe Method of Proceeding, this Houſe had an Opportunity 
of forming their Judgment and offering their Advice to the 
Crown, upon the ſeveral Matters contained in the Speech 
after due Enquiry and mature Deliberation. —_ * 

2. Becauſe, tho* the Speech from the Throne is in Parlia- 


ment juſtly conſidered as the Act of his Miniſters, yet a 


Motion pre-concerted, if not drawn by themſelves, echoing 
back the Particulars. of the Speech, is, as we conceive, ' a 
modern Expedient to procure a precipitate Approbation of 
Meaſures which might not be approved upon better Conſidera- 
tion. It was indeed alledged in the Debate, in ſupport of this 
Practice, that it was introduced during the late War, in the 
Adminiſtration of the late Earl of Godo/phin ;' but we ſhould 
alſo confider the Reaſon of it, (we heartily wiſh we had now 
the ſame) that the Zeal of the Houſe was then every Year 
animated by the glorious Succeſſes of the Queen's Arms un- 
der the Command of the Duke of Marlborough. And tho? it 
is always admitted that theſe haſty Addreſſes do not pre- 
clude the Houſe from future Enquiries or Cenſures; yet 
ſhould Cenſures, in Conſequence of ſuch Enquiries, become 
neceſſary, they would produce an Inconſiſtency between the 
firſt Addreſs and the ſubſequent Reſolutions, and argue a Le- 
vity highly unbecoming the Wiſdom and Dignity of this 


Houſe. .- | 


3. Becauſe one Part of this Motion, the Congratulation 
upon his Majeſty's ſafe Return to his Regal Dominions, could 
be liable to no Objection, but ſeemed at this Time peculiarly 
ſeaſonable, ſince it was evident to the whole Kingdom, the 
Sailing of the Fleet, which had been delayed ſo long, was 
the immediate Effect of his happy Return. 13 


4. Becauſe we conceive, that our aſſuring his Majeſty that 
we would exert ourſelves in our high Capacity of hereditary 
great Council of the Crown, would have given Encourage- 
ment to his Allies, Confidence to his Armies, and Satisfac- 


| tion to his Subjects, eſpecially in this critical Conjuncture, 


wherein the Advice of this Houſe is more than ever neceſ- 
ſary, ſince by the Inaction of this laſt Vear in all Parts (ex- 
cept wherein Admiral Vernon commanded) notwithſtanding 
the vaſt Fleets and Armies maintained at ſo immenſe a 
Charge, this juſt and neceſſary War ſeems. hitherto to have 
been carried on by the ſame Spirit and Advice which ſo long 
delay'd the entering into it; and we conceive that the 
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and neceſſary War 3 moreover, it had been univerſally al- Annor4· Geo. II. 
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Addreſs of 
1 banks, 


on, immediately before the laſt Paragraph, the Words of th 
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Means of redrefling our Grievances at Home, and bringing 
the War Abroad to a ſpeedy and happy Concluſion, _ 


 Buccleugh, Stanhope, Hallifax, Cheſterfield, Bridgauate 
Winchelſea and Nottingham, Beaufort, Litchfield, Talia, 
Willoughby de Brook, Greenwich, Carteret, Shaftbur, 
Clifton, Haver/ſham, Carliſle, Denbigh, Bathurſt, Cre 
wen, Thanet, Gower, Aylesfard, | 5 


Then it was propoſed to inſert in the ſecond ſtated Queſi. 


firſt Queſtion, except thoſe in the Parentheſis, vix. Ty 

„ which all other Councils are ſubordinate and accountable,” 

Which being objected to, the Queſtion was put, Whether 
thoſe Words ſhall be inſerted. | 

It was reſolved in the Negative. 

Content 35 

Not Content . 62 


Difentient. | 
Becauſe when theſe Words made Part of the Queſtion 
moved, they were allowed by every Lord, who ſpoke in the 
Debate, to be proper and unexceptionable, and the followig 
Parentheſis only ( To which all other Councils are fſubor- 
dinate and accountable*”) was objected to, as liable to a Mi 
conſtruction in another Houſe; we cannot therefore but be 
ſurprized, that when this Queſtion, freed from that Shadoy 
of an Objection, (as we'conceive) was offered as an Amend. 
ment to the Motion for an Addreſs, it ſhould have been re 
jected; and the more ſo, ſince the Negative paſſed upon i 
may be conſtrued to imply, what we are perſuaded no Lon 
in this Houſe can intend, (whatever others may wiſh) ** a Re 
* ſolution not to enquire, adviſe, or cenſure, even tho jul 
«© Suſpicions, imprudent Councils, or criminal Meaſum 

“ ſhould require it.“ | 
Subſcribed, Tc. as before. 


The Addreſs was as follows. 
Moft gracious Sovereign, 
w E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, tir 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament afſen- 
bled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty. our humble Thank 
for your moſt gracious Speech from the Throne. bes. 
The Reſolution which your Majeſty is pleaſed to expreh, 
for carrying on this juſt and neceſſary War, in the moſt p 
per Places, and in the moſt vigorous and effectual Mannes 
is ſo agreeable to your Royal Wiſdom, as well as tot 
| | unit 


. | 


the moſt grateful Sentiments. As the afl. Indies has been 
the Scene of the moſt outrageous Depredations and Violences, 
committed by the Spaniards upon your Majeſty's Subjects; 
we hope and truſt, that, by the Bleſſing of God on your 
Majeſty's Councils and Arms, this Nation wil, in thoſe Parts 
more eſpecially, obtain that juſt Satisfaction for paſt Injuries, 
and effectual Security for their Navigation and Commerce 
for the future, which have hitherto been ſed, contrary 
to the Faith of the moſt ſolemn Treaties. : 
We muſt ever acknowledge it, amongſt the many Inſtances 
Jof your Majeſty's Firmneſs, and true Greatneſs of Mind, 
that you have not ſuffered any Incidents whatſoever, to di- 
vert or deter you from theſe Meaſures: And we doubt not 
but your Enemies will ſoon be convinced, that the Security 
of your Majeſty's Government at home, muſt be flrengthened 
in the Affections and Support of your People; whilit your 
Squadrons are ſent to diſtant Parts of the World, as well for 
maintaining their undoubted Rights and Intereſts, as the Ho- 
nour of your Imperial Crawn. | WIE 
Under this deep Senſe of our Obligations to your Majeſty, 
permit us to offer at your Royal Feet the ſtrongeſt Aſſuran- 
ces, that if any other Power ſhould attempt to preſcribe or 
limit the Operations of the War againſt "ro declared Ene- 


mies; ſuch an extraordinary Proceeding would not fail to 
create in us the higheſt and moſt becoming Indignation, and 
to determine us to concur in all proper Meaſures, for vindi- 


againſt us, | 

We are truly ſenſible, that the Death of the late Emperor 
15 an Event, which calls for the vigilant Attention of all 
thoſe who ſincerely wiſh well to the common Safety and Tran- 
quillity ; and we beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we 
will zealouſly ſtand by and ſupport you, in adhering to the 
Engagements you are under, for maintaining the Balance and 
Liberties of Europe on that important Occaſion, as well as 
in the vigorous Proſecution of the preſent War. 

To repeat the unfeigned Profeſſions, that we have fo often 
made, of our unalterable Fidelity and Affection to your Ma- 
jeſty's moſt ſacred Perſon and Government, and our Zeal for 
the Continuance of the Proteſtant Succeſſion in your Royal 
Houſe, may ſeem unneceſſary, when it is demonſtrably our 


Principles. But we ſhould be wanting to thoſe warm Impreſ- 
lions, which we feel in ourſelves, if we did not, in this Con- 
juncture, declare to your Majeſty, and the whole World, the 


cating and defending your Majeſty's Dignity and Honour 
againſt any Inſults, and for fruſtrating any Defigns formed 


W <fſential Intereſt, as well as our Duty, to perſevere in theſe 


fixed 


united Deſires of your People, that it fills our Hearts with Anno ta I- 


1740. 


Aünorg. Geo. II. fixed and unſhaken Purpoſe of our Hearts, to defend” and 


1740. 


— 


32 1 Thank you fs this dutiful and affectionate Addref, 


vo made it abſotutely neceſſary for this Houſe to enquire 


Inſults, continuing as tedious and hopeleſs Negotiations, and 
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ſupport this glorious Cauſe, at the Expence of our Blood and 
Treaſure ; and, at the ſame Time, expreſs our fincere and 
ardent Wiſhes, that all your Enterprizes, for maintaining 
the Honour of your Majeſty's Crown, and the Rights «f 
your People, may be bleſſed with the moſt proſperous Sue. 
ceſs. e | | | | 8 
His Majeſty's moſt gracious Anſwer. 
My Lords, 


Nothing can be more agreeable to me, than the Zeil 
«« you expreſs for the} vigorous Proſecution of this juſt and 
c neceſſary War, the Support of my Dignity and Honour, 
% and the Preſervation of the Balance and Liberties of 
% Europe; all which I have entirely at Heart. 


December 1. All the Lords having been ſummoned a 
cording to order; Lord Bathurſt ſtood up, and expreſſed 
himſelf to the following Purpoſe : Es 5 


My Lords, f 5 | 

In the firſt Debate that happened amongſt us this Sefſion 
it was acknowledged by every Lord who ſpoke in the Debate, 
that this Houſe not on'y may enquire into the Conduct a 
paſt Meaſures, but that we may, and ought, as the great 
hereditary Council of the Crown, to give our Advice, vid 
regard to future Meaſures, in every Caſe that appears to be 
of great Importance; and upon that Occaſion every one a 
your Lordſhips ſeemed extremely willing to enter upon at 
Enquiry into our late Conduct. This, my Lords, encou- 
raged me to think of what was proper for this Purpoſe; 
and the Reſult of my Thoughts upon this Subject is the 
Cauſe of the Motion, which I am now to make to you 
Lordſhips, and which I take upon me to make, not on) 
becauſe I am willing, but becauſe ] think the loud Com. 
plaints that are generally ſpread among the People, have 


——_ __ i... Es ae woos. iS. 


into the Conduct and Management of the War we are now 
unfortunately engaged in. 3 
A State of War, my Lords, is a moſt troubleſome, dan- 
gerous, and expenſive State to any Nation whatſoever ; but 
to a trading Nation it is more ſo, than to any other : Thi 
out preſent moſt excellent Miniſters have often declared: 
They ſeemed to be ſo ſenſible of this, but a very ſhort while 
ſince, that they made it an Excuſe for ſubmitting to as cruel 


2 | agreeing 
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agreeing to as infamous Treaties, as any Age or Country Anno 14. Geo. II. 
= — " Therelors, when our Ms found chem. 2745. 
ſelves unavoidably opliged to engage in War, their firſt and 
chief Conſider gp ſhould Ne be 8 jo NO ken the 

moſt proper Meaſures, for ing that War to a ipeedy 

= well > happy Coenen. It may be the Advantage of 8 

Miniſter to have his Country engaged in War, and to pro- 

long that War as much as he can, eſpecially when the War 

happens to he ſuch a one, as he may manage ſo as not to 

run any conſiderable Rift of a Misfortane, and -at the ſame 


| time to gain a little Triumph now and then, for cheering the 
Spirits, and amuſing the Minds of the unchinking Part of 
his Countrymen, without allowing them to puſh their Suc- | 
i cel; ſo far, as to compel the Enemy to offer a Carte Blanche. 


This Sort of Conduct, I ſay, may often happen to be the 
Intereſt of a Miniſter, but it can never be . of a 
Nation, eſpecially of thi Nation. The Injulice, the 
Haughtineſs, or the Ambition of foreign Courts may force 
us into a War; but when this Misfortune happens, it is cer- 
tainly the Intereſt of the Nation to puſh the War with all 
poſible Vigour and Diſpatch, in order to put an End to the 
Misfortune, as {gn as we can, by forcing the Enemy to 
ſubmit to reaſonable Terms of Peace; — when Miniſters 


; do not puſh the War with N and Diſpatch, it is the 

a Buſineſs and the I uty of this Houſe to enquire into their | 
N Conduct, to puniſh them for their Negle®, and to pat the : | 
e future Management of the War into other Hands, | 

of When the War we are now engaged in was firſt reſolyed 

uc, every one of your Lordſhips, and I believe, every Man 

„n the Kingdom, paced, chat the Vell. Indies was the 
not proper Place for proſecuting the War, fo as to bring jt 

„ea ſpeedy, 25 yell as happy Iſſue. Every one ſaw jt 

vas there, where we could moſt hurt the Enemy, where 

ey were the leaſt capable jo oft nd themſelves, and where 

n- ve might puſh the War with the moſt Eaſe and greateit Ad- 

ve A Vantage. Every one therefore concluded, that the War 

«BG 0uld be begun by a yigorous Puſh in that Part of the World, 


and eyery one ſtands amazed, that for a Year and half 
after Orders had been actually diſpatched for committing | 
Hoſtilities, no Enterprize of great Importance had been un- 


2 dy 

: dertaken againſt any of the 5 Settlements in America, 
nor any proper Force ſent thither for ſuch a Purpoſe. ' When 
dl this, my Lords, I would not be thought to derogate 
ile in the leaſt from Admiral Vernon Enterprize upon Porto 
vel bells: It was a bold Undertaking, and was attended with 
he moſt glorious, I Will ſay, the moſt unexpected Succels 5 
7 Ks Hl bus 
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Anno 14.Geo. II. but no one can ſay it was an Enterprize concerted, or fh 
174. 


judicial to the Enemy. For it is very certain, that if he 


our Delay in providing for any Enterprize of Conſequend 


0486) 
much as dreamt of by our Miniſters; becauſe that Admiral 
was not, in their Opinion, according to what they had upon 
a former Occaſion declared, provided with a Force ſufficient 
for that or any other ſuch Enterprize; and his Succeſs 
ſhewed, that, if he had been provided with a proper Force, 
that Enterprize might have been puſhed much farther, and 
made more advantageous to this Nation, and more pre- 


been provided with a proper Land-Force, and ſuch a one a 
we might eaſily have ſpared to have ſent along with him, or 
ſoon after him, he might have kept Poſſeſſion of Porto Bell, 
inſtead of deſtroying it, and might have made himſelf Mx 
ſter of Panama, by which Means we fhould have laid the 
whole Coaſt of Chili and Peru, and the Weſtern Coaſt of 
Mexico, open both to our Trade and to our Attacks; and 
being thus Maſters of the Iſthmus of Darien, by ſending 
proper Reinforcements, and taking proper Care to preyent 
the Enemy's ſending any, we might ſoon have made our 
ſelves abſolute Maſters of the Mines of Peru, none cf 
which lie a great Way from the Weſtern Coaſt of America, 
which would at once have put an End to the War, c 
would have enabled us to carry it on, at the Enemy's Ex 
pence, againſt whoſoever ſhould have dared, either to join 
with them againſt us, or to preſcribe Limits to the Oper 
tions of his Majeſty's Arms. ö 
My Lords, if our Inactivity, or rather our providing fat 
Activity in the West- Indies, had been retarded or preventel 
by a defigned Enterprize in any other Part of the World, « 
by any well-grounded Apprehenſions of a dangerous Inn 
fon, there would have been ſome Excuſe ; but as we ſeen 
not to have ſo much as thought of any other Enterprize, u 
as it is impoſſible for any Power in Europe to invade thel 
Kingdoms with any ſuch Land-Force, as may be dangerow, 
whilſt we have a ſuperior Force at Sea, and are able to lo 
them up in their Ports, this Inactivity in the We/t- Indies, ail 


in that Part of the World, appears abſolutely inexculabn - 
to all thoſe, who are ignorant of the ſecret Springs of ol my 


3 public Conduct. To vulgar Eyes it appears to proceed fron Na 


nothing but the moſt ſupine Negligence, or the moſt ſ - 

Weakneſs, that Miniſters were ever guilty of: Nay, tbl 
are many in this Kingdom, and ſome of them of no (nil. 

Figure, who are apt to aſcribe it to ſomething worſe tis 

Negligence or Weakneſs : They know, that ſome of mu 

Miniſters were againſt the War, . all t 
: FOYOCau 


„ (e 4%, | 

provocation we had met with: From hence they ſuſpect, Anno 14. Geo. II. 
that theſe Miniſters have reſolved we ſhall have no Suc- 1740. 
ceſs in the War, ſo far as they are able, by their Art or — 
power, to prevent it; and that in Purſuance of this Re- 
ſolution, they took Care we ſhould not attack the Ene- 
my in any Part of the World, till they had fair Warning, 
and ſufficient Time to provide for their Defence; ſo that if 
we have Succeſs any where, it will be owing to the natural 
Indolence and Lazineſs, or the Cowardice of the Enemy 
we have to deal with, and not to the Wiſdom, Diligence, 
or Conduct of our own Miniſters. N e ee 

What I have already obſerved ſhews, that in this War we 
ſtumbled, our Miniſters were guilty of Negligence, Weak- 
neſs, or Wickedneſs, at the very firſt ſetting out: But, have 
we ſince recovered ourſelves? Have our Miniſters, by their 
Conduct ſince, atoned for the Fault they committed at the 
Beginning of the War? No, my Lords: Even after we 
heard of Admiral Vernon's Succeſs at Porto Belh, and from 
thence were convinced, how defenceleſs the Enemy were in 
that Part of the World, we took no Care to ſend him any 
proper Supply, either of Ships or Land-Forces, nor did we 
take a proper Care, as is generally ſuppoſed, to prevent the 
Enemy from ſending Reinforcements thither. Nay, if any 
Credit is to be given to vulgar Reports, Mr. Vernon was ſent 
out ſo ill provided with naval Stores, that after the Affair 
of Porto Bello, he was obliged to lie by, ſeveral Months, 
during the moſt proper Seaſon for Action in that Part of 
the World, for mere Want of ſpare Maſts, Sails, and other 
Implements neceſſary for refitting his Ships, which, if true, 
mult be allowed to be a moſt criminal fort of Overſight ; 
for, ſurely, it will not be imputed to our Want of naval 
Stores here at Home, conſidering the vaſt Sums that have 
of late Years been given for the Support of our Navy, and con- 
fidering that no Sum has lately ever been refuſed by Parlia- 
ment, which was defired by our Miniſters, on that or any 
other Account, N 
1 could mention, my Lords, many other Miſmanage- 
ments and fatal Negle&s in the Conduct of the preſent 
War, which can no way be accounted for by thoſe who are 
not let into any of the Secrets of State; and from hence, 
my Lords, there is now ſuch a general Clamour raiſed in the 
Nation, that this Houſe muſt enquire into the late Conduct 
of our Miniſters, if we have any Regard to our Character, 
or if we have any Regard to our Duty, either to our King 
or our Country. When a general Clamour is raifed amon 
the People againſt the Conduct of the King's Miniſters, it 
muſt be either with or without a real Foundation. If it be 
EO. J 
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Annon4. Oe. II. without a real Fg ny we are in Juſtice {6 tHe Mi 

ters, and in Duty to our Sovereign, obliged to enquite 
— ſtrielly and impattially into their Conduct; " berabls lk 


thence the People will be convinced that their Gen 
without any real Foundation, and that what appeared 
owing to the Miſconduct of 'the Ministers, was truly tie Be 
fe of Accidents or Fatalities, which the Miniſter 
neither foreſee nor prevent. By this Means ds 
Juſtice to our own Character, by ſhewing the Prog le that we 
do not negle& their Safety; We han do Juſtice 8 the Cha- 
racter of the King's Miniſters, by ſhewing the People that 


they are innotent; and * ſhall do eminent Service to the 


King, by convincing the People 1 he em 55 no Fools ot 
Knaves in the Adminiſtration of public A 
On the other hand, my Lords, if there bs . real Foils 
tion for the. Clamours raiſed among the People againſt the 
Conduct of the Adminiſtration, your Lordſhips are bound ib 
Duty both to your King and Country, to enquire into thit 
Conduct. To your Country 9.59 are in Du bound, that 
it may, no longer ſuffer by t 
its Governots ; and to your Kin ng you are in Duty bound, 
that he may no longer be expoſed to the Danger of lokitg the 
Affections of his People by t ths Miſconduct of his Miniſters. 
Thus your Lordſhips muſt ſee, that when there is a ge. 


neral Clamour among the People, ap ainſt the Conduct of 


the Adminiſtration, w ether that Glatiour be groundlels d. 
no, we are in Buty to our own Character, in 6 
our King, i in Duty to our Country, bound to enquire 1 
to the Conduct of our Miniſters ; D and this Enq ir 
not be partial or ſupetficjal : We muſt have an Ha 
all Materials, laid pelo ore us that are neceſſary for contity 
at the Truth: Without this we can give no Satisfaction i 
the People : We Rog diſtingui 720 the Guilty from the 
Innocent : 1 7 will jud bende we are 1 
earneſt or 10 y n e we have bekc ore us, 4 
by the Perſons chiefly employed to make that En ay 
rom thence they will judg N whether our * 4 101 Fa 
tial and ſuperficial ; and 1 ey ſuppoſ e it is 
tion of the ConduRt of the Amilters, ag of . 
their Character, will make us loſe our own. 
if the iniſters be perfe! ay innocent, if they have bee 
guilty of no Fault, they will not only promote our Enquiry 
but they Will furniſh us with every Thi ing rieceſſary for ol 
Information, and will defire that the Enquiry may be chief 
conducted by thoſe who cannot be ſuſpected of being pu 
tial in their Favour. I cannot pretend to the Honour d 
ſaying, the Miniſters are my Friends; but I will ſay, * 
I 


Weakneſs « or ickedriefs of 
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hey will, upon a ſtrict Enquiry, appear to be fo, I ſhalt be 


ublic Scandal they He under, the wiſeſt and beſt Courſe they 
an take, either for themſelves, their Sovereign, or their 
outtry, is to ſubmit cheir ConduR to the public Cenfure ; 
ind for that Purpoſe, to furniſh us with all Papers that can 
de thought neceſſary for our 1 Information. | 
I know, my Lords, ib may be ſaid, that there ate many 
pers which cannot, conſiſtently with the public Safety, be 
aid before this Houſe, becauſe the Secrets of our Govern- 
nent might thereby be diſcovered ts our Enemies. This Ar- 
pment I do not thisk of any Weight, becauſe in ſuch Caſes 
e may appoint a ſecret Committee to inſpe& ſuch Papers 
nd to report ſuch Parts of them, as may be communicated 
vithout Danger, with their 2 . upon the Whole: How- 
ver, as ſome of your Lordſhips may be of a different Opi - 
ion, and as I am willing to have what I propoſe unanimouſ- 
ly agreed to, I have taken Care to obviate this Argument 


r rr TS”. S.,_ 
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be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Officer, 


Inſtructions given to Vice-Admiral Vernon, from the Time 
of his failing from Exgland in the Year 1739, to the 24th of 
une laſt; & except only ſuch Parts of theſe Orders and In- 
« ſtructions, Which relate to any particular Deſign, yet re- 
*« maining to be executed.“ | ef 


tion that can be made to it. If your Lordſhips are refolved 
to give any Satisfaction to the People, by an Enquiry into 
the Conduct of our Miniſters: Nay, if you have any 
Thoughts of exerting yourſelves in your high Capacity of he- 
reditary great Council of the Crown, upon this Occaſion, 
which muſt be allowed to be as 7 as 3 that ever 
happened: Nay farther, if the Miniſters themſelves are not 
conſcious of their own Miſcbnduct, this Motion muſt, in m 
Opinion, be unanimouſly agreed to; and therefore, I this 

it unneceſſary to take up your Lordſhips Time with ſaying 
any thing more in its Fayour. 8 | | 
Duke of Newcaſtle, 


- - CRISIS ew IIS OO GO: 2. oe * 


in relation to future Meaſures, are Queſtions that will never, I 
believe, be difputed by any Lord who has the Honour of a 
| | E 


o much their Friend as to tell them, that, conſidering the 


by Lords, conſidering the Exception I have taken Care / 
to add to this Motion, I cannot ſuggeſt to myſelf any Objec- 


f they are innocent, 1 am not their Enemy; and as I hope Ain» 14.GeolE. 


1740. 


zpainſt my Motion: Which is this: ——. To reſolve, That Moves for an 
an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will Addreſs for the 
ers, &c. given 


to ly before this Houſe, Copies of the ſeveral Orders and n. 


: | Debate thereon. 
My Lords, | | | 

That this Houſe has a Right to enquire into the Conduct of Duke of New- 
paſt Meaſures, or that we may offer our Advice to the Crown, caftle, 


Anno 14. Geo. II Seat in this Aſſembly; but the Queſtions that uſually con 


170. 


/ 


which was not miſrepreſented and complained of by ſone 


Ent Circumſtances of this Nation. 


and forces them to apply to their own Juſtification and Preſer 
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to be diſputed upon ſuch Occaſions, are, whether it js tha 
neceſſary or proper for us to enquire, or to offer our Adyiq 
As to an Enquiry into the Conduct of paſt Meaſures, Ih 
it will not be ſo much as alledged, that it is at all Ting 


oper to enquire, or that we ever onght to ſet up ſuch a 
ey without ſome very good Reaſons for ſo doing, 


therefore, when an Enquiry is propoſed, the two Queſtion Wi!" 


that naturally occur, are, whether there be any Reaſon f 
the Enquiry propoſed, and whether that be a proper Tim 
for ſetting up ſuch an Enquiry. To ſay, that a general G 
mour among the People affords a good Reaſon for an Enquiry, 
is, in my Opinion, a very improper Rule for any Lord h 
this Houſe to determine himſelf by ; becauſe there new 
was an Adminiſtration, whoſe Conduct was not clamour d du 
gainſt by ſome ; nor was there ever a public Meaſure purſ 


Perſons in the Kingdom; therefore, it is very difficult, if ng 
impoſſible, for any Lord to determine, whether or no a C 
mour be general, and the deciding of this Queſtion wil 
appear ſtill more difficult or impoſſible, i& we conſider the p 
Your Lordſhips all know, that we ſtill have in this King 
dom a very numerous Party, who are diſaffected to our pre 
ſent happy Eſtabliſhment. From this Party we muſt expect, 
that they will be continually endeayouring to raiſe a Clamoit 
againſt the wiſeſt Meaſures that can be purſued by the A 
miniſtration ; and in this they will always be joined by tho, 
who find Fault with public Meaſures for no other Reaſon, 
but becauſe they were not concerned in adviſing or proſe 
cuting them. Theſe two Bodies of Men will at all tins 
form a very conſiderable Party, and as the People in 
are more apt to condemn, than to applaud the Conduct d 
Men in Power, the Endeavours of theie two Bodies of Me 
will always be too ſucceſsful ; eſpecially, as in this Kingdan 
every Man may not only ſpeak, but write and publiſh, a 
moſt whatever he pleaſes, againſt the Government of hi 
Country. Thus, whilſt our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment e. 
dures, which I hope will be as long as the World laſts, me 
muſt expect, that there will be a Clamour againſt the will 
Meaſures that can be purſued by the Adminiftration ; bat 
ſuch a Clamour will not, I hope, be ſaid to be a ſufficient 
Ground for this Houſe to proceed to an Enquiry into the 
Conduct of paſt Meaſures ; becauſe ſuch Enquiry not only 
takes up the Time of this Houſe, which might be otherwik 
better employed, but it diverts the Attention of our Miniſters, 
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vation, 


1 
he Safety and Proſperity of the Public. | 
A Clamour, therefore, among the People, however gene- 
1 it may appear, is not, I think, of itſelf ſufficient to juſ- 


a «oy Lord in giving his Vote for an Enquiry ; conſe- 
VEN. cody we muſt look for another Rule, by which we are 
fo o determine, whether there be a ſufficient Reaſon for the 
inquiry propoſed, and this Rule is, in my Opinion, very 
Ja ir from being difficult to be found. It is in ſhort this: Be- 


ore any Lord conſents to an Enquiry into the Conduct of 
zaſt Meaſures, he ought to confider that Conduct, and the 
Light in which it appears to him; and if upon a general 
Survey, he can find no Reaſon to ſuppoſe, that it has been 
xtremely weak, or extremely wicked, he ought not to give 
is Conſent to an Enquiry, I ſay, my Lords, extremely 
eak or extremely wicked ; for I do not think, that human 
Frailties or Overſights can afford ſufficient Cauſe for this 
Houſe to proceed to an Enquiry ; nor can any public Miſ- 
ortune afford ſuch a Cauſe, if there appears to be a Probabi- 
ity, that it was owing to ſuch Accidents as could not be fore- 
ſeen, or ſuch as could not be prevented, by thoſe entruſted 
with the Management of our public Affairs. 
This, my Lords, is the only Rule for judging, whether 
e have at preſent a ſufficient Ground for ſetting up an En- 
quiry into the Conduct of paſt Meaſures, and according to 
his Rule I can find no ſuch Ground. We have as yet, thank 
God! met with no uncommon or unexpected Misfortune in 
e War in which we are now unhappily engaged. We have 
not as yet, perhaps, met with all the Succeſs, which was at 
the Beginning expected by ſome ſanguine- Perſons, who were 
ignorant of the Difficulties we had to encounter, and the 
dangerous Situation in which the Affairs of Europe happened 
to be, when we found ourſelves obliged to declare War. But 
we have met with greater Succeſs than could reaſonably be 
expected by any Man, who was fully informed: We have al- 
ready done the Enemy greater Miſchief than they can repair 
for many Years ; we have opened a moſt beneficial Trade to 
the Span; Settlements in the Veſt- Indies; and upon the Ba- 
lance, I believe, we have taken a great deal more from 
the Enemy at Sea, than they have been able to take from 
us, notwithſtanding the vaſt Diſproportion between the 
Trade and Navigation of Great Britain, and the Trade and 
Navigation of Spain. Theſe, my Lords, are conſiderable 
Advantages, and if we have not reaped greater, it has been 
entirely owing to the weak Condition we were in, when 
pain made it abſolutely neceſſary for us to iſſue Letters of 
Reprizal, by refuſing that Satisfaction ſhe had fo ſolemnly 
— : : promiſed 
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ation, that Care and Time, which ought to be applied to Anno 14. Oeo. Il. | 


11. Ceo u. iſed in the late 9 "We had then no T: 
— 2 in heb as were judged abſolutely | 1 
ko => our Defence i in Time of Peace, and we had not near | | 
Number of Men of War in Commiſſion, as were neceſin 
for guardin our Coaſts, our Trade, and qur valuable Seth 
ments in t lediterranean. It 1 2 neceſſaty 
= think of providing for our own DEF, before we cuil 
40 : rovide for attacking the Enemy ; * as the 47 pda on 
=_ 33 is more limited Power of 
= © eyery one knows the Difficulties —＋ overnment mal de alu 
Wh = meet with both in raif Soldiers and Seamen. 
Wl My Lords, if we ha bad Fr diſaffected Dry amongſt oy 
ſelves, or if we had a the Beginning o the Maha 1 
Enemy to fear but as we might perhaps ha 
to have ſent a few 0 regular Troops for 1 Shag 
in the Wifi -Ingiss, before we ve ba replaced them by new ls 
vies ; but neither of theſe was the Che. We have Gill a di 
affected Party amongſt us, and though that Party may ch 
itfelf be formidable to the Government, yet 1 e Sharia 
had found Means to land 4 or 5000 regular Troops in ay 
Part of Great Britain or Ireland, at a Time when we hy 
not a ſufficient Number of regular Troop for our 
the Invaders would have been] S:ned b y ſuch a ny 
Jiſaffected, as would have ade. it dach foul. or 165 BAY 
rt our Government at home, and co 
impoſſible for us to attack the Enemy or — 
our own Dominions abroad. I know that this wil 9 
repreſented as a yain and ridiculous Ap 4 45 
by the Wiſdom and Care of our Miniſters, 21 Bl 
been preyented ; but if they, by | rom al 
Troops abroad, had e 20 us to the avg 0 1075 Jas 
Hon at home, and the Enemy had cherehy found | 
tunity to land ſome Troops in Britain or trelapd, 7. ach in 
it would have afforded a much better Reaſon for 99 en 
into their Conduct, than any can he naw afligned.. 
Therefore the Dang er of an Invaſion, even | ; 
was a good Reaſon Fo our delaying to ſend 1 Na 
the 22 till a ſufficient Number coul dy 
that Purpoſe, which was done, in my Seinen, . 
poſſible Diſpatch, and the Fleet, with thoſe Tagope a 
hoard * as * as the Winds would permit; forl 
ope it will nat ted to any Miſconduct of gur 
ſters, that the n for two or three 1 
the weſtern Corner. | Bur Spain, my.Londs, was not theo 
Enemy we had, or have 2 t to fear: There is another 
tentate in Eurape, whoſe Intereſt it is to prevent dl l 
tion's extending its Dominions in Apuerice, and W 
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had Reaſon to apprehend from the Beginning, that he would Anno 14. Geo. IIs 
Fa join with Spain againſt us, if he ſaw any Probability of do- 1749- 
0 ing it with Sueceſs. The only Method we had to prevent 
an Probabilicy, was to provide for our Defence, both by 
VER Land and Ses, in ſuch a Manner, as to prevent its being in 
7 his Power to do us a Miſchief here at home, or give a 


Check to our Arms abroad, even though he ſhould openly 


1 join with Spain for that Purpoſe z and this made it neceſſa- 
os ry for us to keep greater Armies at home, and more pow- 

erful Squadrons upon our Coaſts, than we - ſhould otherwiſe 
MY have had Occaſion. for. Even the very Suſpicion of our de- 
* fgning to make Conqueſts upon Spain in America, has, we 
FE find, made this Potentate ſend his Squadrons to the Veſi- 
in Indies: What they intend to do there, is not as yet known; 
Jy but if they intend any thing againſt us, it is to be ho- 
1 ped, his Majeſty's Squadtons, now. gone thither, will be 
4 able to give a good Account of them. I am far from ſup- 
i poſing, they have Orders to join with Spain, or to act any 


Way againſt this Nation 3 but their having failed thither 


le che Sulpicions of our Miniſters, and ſhews, that 
ey were in the right to provide againſt the worſt, eſpe- 
5 cially here at home; for Nature itſelf teaches us to guard 
chief) the moſt vital Parts, and even to expoſe the Mem- 
ber for preventing a Blow in any vital Part. | 

ch Thus, my Lords, our not having till very lately ſent any 
25 Land- Foree to the Veſt-Indiss, may be eaſily accounted for; 
1h and the ill Succeſs of all our former Expeditions againit' Ola 
7. ain muſt ſhew, that it would have been very imprudent 


in us to make any ſueh new Attempt. Such Attempts muſt 
always put this Nation to a vaſt Expence; and whatever 
Profit private Men may get by Plunder, the Nation can ex- 
pect no Advantage, nor can we greatly diſtreſs the Enemy, 


= by any ſuch Attempt, let it prove ever ſo ſucceſsful. The 
ai hief Thing we had to do in jthe Mediterranean, or upon 
e Coaſts of Spain, was to protect our Trade and our Set- 
* ments in that Part of the World, which we have effec- 
vi ally done; and the only thing we could reaſonably pretend 
| d do in the Weft-brdies, till we had provided for our 


Defence at home, was to prevent the Return of the Galleons, 
hich we have likewiſe effeftually done: Nay, by the Con- 
Put and Bravery: of the Admiral which his Majeſty was 
pleaſed to ſend thither, we have done a great deal more; 
rr by the Demolition of the Fortifications at Porto Belli 


here, we have made it impoſſible for any Galleons 
er to return, as long as the War continues between Great 
% and Spain. This of itſelf muſt bring great Diſtreſs 


joth upon the Court and Kingdom of Spain, and will at 
* 


1740. 


- 


Anno 14. Geo. II · laſt compel them to ſubmit to reaſonable Terms, without 
our making any Conqueſts in that Part of the World, which 
will, in my Opinion, be a dangerous Attempt, not only 
becauſe of the Difficulty attending the Experiment, but 
- becauſe it may unite all the trading Powers of Europe in; 


League againſt us. 


1740. 


Fault with the Management of the War, and conſequ 
I can ſee no Reaſon for our giving either ourſelves or the 


in the Adminiſtration 3 and if from them we find no Reaſa 


Ground for ſetting up a Parliamentary Enquiry, which ml 
always be troubleſome, if not dangerous, and can be at 
| tended with no national Advantage, when there has ben 
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Therefore, my Lords, as Things appear to me from thok 
Circumſtances that are public, I can ſee no Reaſon to find 


King's Servants the Trouble of enquiring into their Con- 
duct. I ſay, my Lords, as Things appear to me from thok 
Circumſtances that ate public, which every one of your 
Lordſhips is as good a Judge of as I am; for I do not p 
tend to argue from any ſecret Intelligence ; if I had the 
Liberty to do ſo, I might perhaps give a much greate 
Weight to my Argument; I might perhaps be able to cler 
the Adminiſtration of every Suſpicion of Miſcondu& ; bu 
this I do not think neceſſary, becauſe in the preſent Caſe it 
is ſufficient to argue from public Appearances ; it is fron 
them thoſe Lords muſt argue, who happen to have no Shar 


to ſuſpe& our Minifters of extreme Weakneſs or Wickedneh 
in the Conduct of public Affairs, we can have no ſufficient 


no Error in our public Conduct. For to imagine that ſuch 
an Enquiry, let it be ever ſo ſtrict and impartial, would ps 
cify the Clamours without Doors, is, in my Opinion, a ver 
vain Imagination. There are no Clamours but among the 
diſaffected and diſcontented ; as to the former, nothing wil 
ever ſatisfy them, but the total Overthrow of our preſat 
happy Eſtabliſhment, which the Nation has great Real 
to dread ; and as to the latter, nothing will ever fatih 
them, but the total Overthrow of the preſent Adminiſtrats 
on, —_ the ene : think, — no Reaſon to defire. ho 
But ſuppoſe, my Lords, that from public Appearance 
we had ſome Reaſon to ſuſpe& the Adminiftraticn of Mi 
management in the Proſecution of the War, is this a propet 
Time to enter into a parliamentary Enquiry into that Mi- 
management, or to call for the Papers neceſſary for that Pu nu 
poſe ? To enter into ſuch an Enquiry, and to have ſuch Pt 
pers laid before this Aſſembly, pendente Bello, would certait 
ly be attended with the moſt fatal Conſequences : It woul e 
of courſe diſcover all our Secrets to the Enemy, and Rut 


only prevent our being able to attack them with a 
L 


( 495 ) | 

but inſtruct them how to attack us in the moſt tender and Annorg.Geo.1T. 
defenceleſs Part: It would not only lay open all the Govern- 1740. 
ment's hidden Channels for ' ſecret Intelligence, but woule 
expoſe thoſe who had conveyed, or engaged to convey that 
Intelligence, to certain and inevitable Deſtruction; and this 
would be of infinite Prejudice in all Wars we may hereafter 
be engaged in ; for no Foreigner would ever engage in a ſe- 
cret Correſpondence with any of our Miniſters, leſt, by a 
parliamentary Enquiry, his having engaged in ſuch a Cor- 
reſpondence ſhould be diſcovered to his own Court, and he 
expoſed not only to Puniſhment, but to indelible Infamy and 
Reproach. | 

My Lords, the Dangers, the Inconveniencies, the certain 
Miſchiefs attending ſuch an Enquiry, are obvious and innu- 
merable ; becauſe it is impoſſible to carry on the Enquiry 
without having all the Papers laid before us, that relate to 
the Conduct of the War; and as it is impoſſible to keep 
Papers ſecret that are once laid before this Houſe, therefore 
it ought to be laid down as a Maxim, that, pendente Bello, 
no Enquiry into the Management and Proſecution of that 
War can be ſet on Foot. This the noble Lord appears to 
have been ſenſible of, when he made his Motion, and there - 
fore he took Care to conclude it with an Exception, as to 
thoſe Parts of Orders or Inſtructions, which relate to any 
particular Deſign, yet remaining to be executed. But do 
not your Lordſhips ſee, what an Heap of Confuſion you are 
going to call for? The Inſtructions given to an Admiral, 
employed againſt the Enemy, at ſuch a Diſtance as the Vf. 
ndies, muſt relate to many particular Affairs, and to ſeye- 
ral particular Expeditions, ſome of which may have been 
xecuted, and others perhaps remaining to be executed ; 
and theſe muſt be ſo intermixed, that if you were to have 
the Parts relating to the former, without having at the ſame 
ime communicated to you the Parts relating to the latter, 
he Whole would appear to be downright Nonſenſe : It 
would be impoſſible for you to get from thence any ſuch In- 
ormation as could be depepded on, or to form any Judg- 
ment of the Conduct of the War. . Thoſe Parts, therefore, 
hat relate to Deſigns already executed, can be of no Ser- 
ice to you, if they were communicated, and by this very 
xception you admit, that thoſe Parts which relate to De- 
igns yet remaining to be executed, ought not to be com- 
municated. : | | | 
Thus your Lordſhips muſt ſee, that the Motion, as it ſtands 
at preſent, is inconſiſtent with itſelf, and therefore it muſt 
de inconſiſtent with your Lordſhips Wiſdom to agree to it. 
But farther, my Lords, there may be Articles in the Admi- 
6 e ; ral's 
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Anno 14. Ces · II · ral's Inſtructions, which relate to no Deſign that has beet 


1740. 


or is to be executed; and yet they may be ſuch as oupht not 
to be made public. There may be Articles relating tothe 
Places where, and the Perſons to whom, or the Methods by 
which he is to apply for ſecret Intelligence; and theſe 

Lordſhips will, I believe, admit, ought not to be made pub. 


lic by being communicated to this Houſe. In ſhort, I 0 


not ſee how you can agree to this Motion, unleſs you alter 
the Exception, and conclude thus, Except ſuch Parts d 


| thoſe Orders and Inſtructions, which contain Secrets that 


ought not to be divulged ; and what Uſe an Addreſs for In 
ſtructions, with ſuch an Exception at the Tail of it, ean by 
of to your Lordſhips, /I confeſs, I do not comprehend. - 
From theſe Reaſons, my Lords, I muſt be of Opinion, 
that you cannot, age with the public Safety, eil 
for any of the Inſtructions that have been given to Admin 
Vernon; but as to the Orders that have been given him, 
ſuch as failing Orders, Orders for Repairs, or Orders for 
Victualling, and the like, moſt of them, I believe, may 
be communicated without Danger, and therefore your Lom. 
ſhips may addreſs for having them laid before you, if you 
think fit; for upon this Occafion I muſt obſerve, left ſome 
of your Lordfhips ſhould miſtake, that there is a very great 
Difference between the Orders and Inſtructions given to u 
Admiral : The former ſeldom contain any great Secret, the 
latter generally do ; and therefore the former have often 
been communicated to Parliament, but the latter have ſd 
dom or never been call'd for : At leaft, I believe I may fa, 
they have never been called for, till thoſe Affairs wer 
entirely over, to which they could be any way ſuppoſed 
relate. 7 
Having now ſhewn, my Lords, that we have no Reaſn 
for ſetting up a 1 Enquiry into paſt Meaſurts 
and that if we had, the preſent is not a proper Time ſu 
it, I ſhall next obſerve, that ſuppoſing it were both prope 
and neceſſary for your Lordſhips to give your Advice, with 
regard to our future Conduct, I do not fee how, for ti 
Purpoſe, it is neceffary for you to ſee the Inſtructions give 
to Admiral Vernon before the 24th of Jane laſt ; for tht 
Poſture of Affairs, both in Europe and the Weft-Fndies, ij f 
much altered fince that Time, that thoſe Inſtructions can 10 
way contribute towards your Information, or towards yo 
determining what Advice you ought to give upon the Pom 
of Affairs, as they ſtand at preſent. I herefore, as the . 
pers now moved for, are no Way neceſſary for this Purpoſe 
and as an Enquiry into the Management of the War, woult 


be not only improper but unſafe, as long as the War cor 
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Orders and Inſtructions; and for this Reaſon I muſt be a- 

gainſt the Motion. | 5 2 
Lord Carteret. 
My Lords, 


ſome Diſtinction ſtarted, where there is really no Difference, 
and ſome new Maxim introduced, which is inconſiſtent with 
the fundamental Maxims of our Conſtitution. To lay it 
down as a Maxim, that no parliamentary Enquiry into any 
Part of the Management of a War, is to be ſet on foot, penden- 
4e Belh, is to tell us, that with regard to the conducting of a 
War, where Miſtakes are moſt dangerous and irreparable, 
our Parliaments are quite uſeleſs. This Maxim, indeed, is 
very much a-kin to another Maxim I have often heard in 
this Houſe, that — muſt not enquire into the Conduct of 
a Negotiation, till the Negotiation be concluded. Theſe 
two Maxims, I think; if they were admitted, would effectual- 
ly exclude our Parliaments from ever intermeddling in foreign 
Affairs; at leaſt it would prevent our intermeddling, till the 
Miſchief had become irreparable. In domeſtic Affairs, 
which neither relate to War nor Peace, you may inter- 
meddle, you may rectify the Blunders of your Miniſter, you 


Power: But in foreign Affairs, you ſhall not enquire into a 
Negotiation, till that Negotiation ends in an infamous Trea - 
ty, which your Enquiry cannot ſet aſide: or in a heavy War, 
which might have been prevented by a well- conducted Ne- 
gotiation, and which your Enquiry cannot put a Stop to: 
You ſhall not enquire into the Conduct of a War, till by 
the Blunders of Miniſters our Fleets and Armies are deſtroy- 
ed, and the Nation - obliged to ſubmit to a diſhonourable 
Peace, when your Enquiry can neither reſtore your Fleets 
and Armies, nor prevent the fatal Conſequences of a dif- 

honourable Peace. | 
This, my Lords, is the true State of the Doctrines lately 
broached in Parliament; and from ſtating them in their true 
Light the Ridiculouſneſs of them muſt appear: I am ſure no 
independent Parliament will ever admit of them, and it is but 
very lately ſince they have been contradicted by the Practice 
of Parliament. In the Year 94 we were engaged in a more 
dangerous War than the preſent; in that Year the War was 
im its greateſt Fury, yet this did not prevent the Parliament's 
enquiring into the Condu of the War. No Miniſter then 
preſumed to tell them, that ſuch 'an Enquiry was not to be 
ſet on foot, pendente Bello ; on the contrary, the Enquiry 
Was promoted both by the Miniſters and by the Admiral 
| | concerned: 


andes, we can at preſent have no Occaſion for ſeeing theſe Anno 14. Cell. 


We have, I think, almoſt every Seſſion of Parliament Lord a 


may prevent the Miſchief before the Remedy is out of your 


i 
ie 


Anno 14. Geo. II. concerned: The former were conſcious they had given ſuch 
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| before Parliament; for whatever Diſtinction may be made 
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Orders and Inſtructions as were right, and the latter wa 
conſcious he had purſued his Inſtructions to the utmoſt ; there. 
fore both joined heartily in promoting the Enquiry, and in 
furniſhing the Parliament with every thing that could be 
thought neceſſary for that Purpoſe, in order to remove the 

undleſs Clamours that had been raiſed againſt them, 
They did not pretend, that the laying of the Admiral's Ox. 
ders or Inſtructions before Parliament, would diſcover the 
Secrets of Government to the Enemy: They were both lai 


between Orders and Inſtructions, there is no real Difference: 
An Inſtruction muſt be as exactly obſerevd, and as punRual. 
1y purſued, asan Order, and an Order may contain Secrets, 
as well as an Inſtruction 3 and when an Enquiry is ſet d 
foot, both muſt be laid before Parliament, for without the 
Inſtructions, as well as the Orders, it would be impoſlib 
for the Parliament to proceed. If there be in either ay 
Secrets which ought not to be diſcovered, his Majeſty is tg 
acquaint his Parliament with it, and upon that Informatia 
which can be taken from none but his Majeſty, a ſecret 
Committee is to be appointed, or the Enquiry put off, til 
a more convenient Seaſon. | 
To tell us, my Lords, that we can aſk for nothing but 
failing, victualling, or repairing . Orders, is to tell us, we 
can do nothing but the Drudgery-Work of Miniſters. Little 
Contracts about Victualling, or about naval Stores, are nd 
to be enquired into here: The other Houſe may enquirg into 
them; but moſt properly, it is the Buſineſs af Miniſter; 
for they are to take Care, that all their little Under-Agent 
do their Duty: If they do not, it is our Buſineſs to enquire 
into the Conduct of the Miniſters, and to puniſh them far 
their Neglect. TI hope ſome of our Miniſters have been fot 
vigorous Meaſures ; and they, I kope, will enquire, ho il 
the vigorous Meaſures they had concerted, have been entirely 
diſappointed, or very much retarded, by little Under-Agents: 
It is their Buſineſs to remove and puniſh thoſe Under- Agent 
and if they find they cannot do ſo, if they find thoſe Under 
Agents protected by a Power, which they cannot encounter, 
it is their Duty to call for the Aſſiſtance of Parliament; for 
J hope there is no Power in the Kingdom, which a Parlit ws 
ment will not dare to encounter ; I hape there is no Powe 
in the Kingdom, which a Parliament may not be able 
defeat. | | h 
To me, my Lords, it is ſurprizing to hear, that no Lord 
in this Houſe can determine, whether or no a Clamour be 
general: We cannat, perhaps, count Noſgs, and tell 4 * 
5 end 


— I. _ — = — as > 2 


ty => = wy 


( 499 ) _ 
eiact Number of thoſe that clamour, and of thoſe that do Anno 14. Oeo. II. 
not ; but ſurely we can tell when the Conduct of public Af- Aue 
fairs is found fault with, and exclaimed againſt by great 
Numbers of Men, who are governed neither by Diſaffection 
nor Diſappointment. This is the Caſe at preſent, and as 
generally {o, I believe, as ever was known in this Nation; 
I believe there is not a Man in the Kingdom, abſolutely in- 
dependent, that will ſay, he is thoroughly ſatisfied with the 
Management of the War: Even by Place- men and Officers 
it is exclaimed againſt, in all Companies where they think 
they can ſpeak their Mind with Safety. The Clamour is 
general over the whole Nation, and no Wonder it ſhould 
be ſo: The People have laſt Year paid four Millions to- 
wards a vigorous Proſecution of the War, and yet nothing 
done, but what has been done without any expreſs Orders 
from our Miniſter. Is not this a good Reaſon for Com- 
plaint? Will not the People expect from us a Reaſon, why 
their Money has been thus thrown away, without any Ef- 
fet? And can we give them a Reaſon, without the leaſt 
Enquiry into the Affair? In this Seſſion of Parliament, we 
mul again load the People with four Millions for next Year : 
hey will pay it willingly, if they find the Parliament as 
eady to cenſure as applaud ; but they will pay it with 
Regret, with Murmuring, if they find, that thoſe who im- 
pole ſuch heavy Taxes upon the public, take no Care of 
their being applied in the moſt proper and effectual Man- 
ner to the public Service. | | | 
If we ſhould return to the Country, my Lords, and tell 
he People, that our Government durſt not ſend our Forces 
but to invade the Enemy, for fear of their invading us, 
will not every Man of common Senſe laugh us to Scorn ? 
Does not every one know, that the beſt Way to prevent 
n Invaſion is to invade? Did not the Ramans ſend Scipio to 
nvade the Carthaginians at the very Time that Hannibal 
vas in Itahy, and almoſt at their Gates? But the Caſe 
ith us is ſtill ſtonger; we could eaſily have invaded the 
Enemy, when and where we pleaſed ; whereas it was difh- 
ult and dangerous, if not impoſſible for them to invade us 
t any Time, or in any Place. To pretend, that we muſt 
lways keep a mercenary Army of 30,000 Men in Britain 
Ind Ireland, for ſupporting our Government againſt an In- 
aſion with 4 or 5000, mult be ridiculous, or it muſt be a 
jery bad Compliment to the Illuſtrious Family now upon 
dur Throne; becauſe it is ſuppoſing, that they have few 
dr no Friends in the Nation, but thoſe they keep in daily 
"ay. And to ſay, that a common Soldier, who has no 
roperty, who has neither Ara nor Focus, will fight againſt 
| 5 a foreign 
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Anno 14. Ces. II. 2 foreign Invader with more Courage and Reſolution, 


1 740» 


we were obliged to keep our Squadrons and aur Armig y 


unjuſt War againſt us. But ſuppoſe, my Lords, our 


(0 500 )) 
thoſe that fight pro Aris & Focis, is, I am ſure, a very 


juſt Reflexion upon all the Gentlemen, and all the Mea 
Subſtance in the Kingdom. A 

But, my Lords, we were, it ſeems, to guard agailt 
Invaſion from France, as well as Spain; and for this Realy 


home, inſtead of ſending them out to invade our declant 
Enemy. I am ſorry to hear, that an Adminiſtration whig 
has ſo long and ſo effectually ſerved the Court of Nag 
an Adminiſtration which ſo lately joined with them in pul 
ing down the overgrown Power of the Houſe of Afr 
an Adminiftration which ſo lately left the Emperor to thg 
Mercy; I ſay, I am ſorry, that ſuch an Adminiftrany 
ſhould have the leaſt Cauſe to ſuſpect, that France wal 
invade us, or that ſhe would join with Spain in ſuch g 


niſters have now at laſt found, that the Gratitude of Fray 
towards this Nation is not to be depended on, whi 
they have often been warned of: Suppoſe they had g 
Reaſon to ſuſpect, that France would invade us, if g 
could find an Opportunity; yet thoſe who knew what Co 
dition the Navy of France was in, when the War broke a 
between Spain and us, and I hope it will not be ſaid the 
our Miniſters were ignorant of it, could not be under ti 
leaſt Apprehenſion of an open and conſiderable Invaſion frag 
France; and if they had attempted to invade us by Steal 
with 4 or 5000 Men, I hope the Gentlemen of any Comb 
in Britain, with their 'Tenants and Servants, will always 
able to give a good Account of ſuch a ſmall Number of f 
reign Invaders; for I ſhall not mention the Militia, beca in 
as they are regulated and managed, they are ſo. far fi 
being Troops, that they can ſcaucely be accounted Men. 

I am therefore of Opinion, my Lords, andi I believe Ma 
greateſt Part of the Kingdom are of the ſame Opin: 
that we had no Occaſion for above one Half of the Troy 
we had on Foot at the Beginning of the War, for proteti lat 
us againſt any Invaſion, either from France or Spain. 
might, therefore, at the very Beginning of the War, th 
ſpared to ſend a much greater Number of Troops, and cia 
more powerful Squadron, than we had Occaſion for here, Meet. 
the V eſt- Indies; and if we had any well-grounded Suſpicic uch 
that France would at laſt join with Spain againſt us, or an. 
tempt to limit the Operations of his Majeſty's Arms, it init 
ſo far from being a Reaſon for keeping our Troops or ol 
Squadrons at home, that it was a ſtrong Argument for ſen 


(n 


gain as much as we could from the Spaniards, before the 
French could come to their Aſſiſtance, which we knew they 


Navy. This was what our Miniſters ought to have done, 


the War according to Directions from the Court of France, 
and to puſh it no farther than that Court, ſhould: give them 
Leave; which, I am afraid, was the Reſolution of ſome o. 
them, tho', I am convinced, not of all; and this is, in 


Enquiry : It ought to be an Argument with many of thoſe 
oncerned in the Adminiſtration, that the Guilty may be 
detected, and the Innocent relieved from that Load of Re- 
proach, which now lies indiſcriminately upon the Whole. 

Therefore, my Lords, if it was the Duty of our Miniſters 


pinning of the War, and if they could have done ſo, with- 
but expoſing the Nation to any Danger at home, they were 


inds for an Excuſe. Contrary Winds are not to be found 
ault with, becauſe of him who is the Author and Director 
f Winds, Thank God! they have been often in Favour of 


re took for a Motto; and if they were againſt us laſt Sum- 


d long neglected the Means we had daily in our Power: 
but I am far from thinking, that the Winds were the ſole 
auſe of our Fleet's lying ſo long at the 1/e of Wight; this 
a Queſtion, which is now _/#b Fudice, and is to be deter- 
ined by this Houſe upon an Enquiry, when it will perhaps 
ppear, that the Winds were not the ſole. Cauſe of that 
leet's delay ing to ſail, till his Majeſty came to put an End 
d all Contradiction; but be this as it will, the Delay was in 


lat Caſe, the Spaniſb and French Squadrons might, perhaps, 


cially if it gets to the Weft. Indies before Admiral Vernon 
eets with any Misfortune, which, I think, he wall be very 
uch expoſed to, if the French have any Deſign to join the 


iniſters will be able to excuſe their having had ſo bad In- 
ligence, both of the French Deſigns, and * the ſailing of 


ir Squadrons. | 
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could not do, till they had repaired and augmented their 


unleſs they were reſolved, from the Beginning to carry on 


my Opinion, an unanſwerable Argument for a Parliamentary 


o have ſent a Land- Force to the Weft-Indies at the very Be- 


puilty of Miſconduct, long before they could plead contrary / 


his Nation. In Queen El:zabeth's Time, they did us a 
benal Favour 3 ¶ Nawit Deus, hoſteſque dilabuntur, ſhe there- 


ner, it was perhaps a Judgment, on Account of our having 


me Meaſure lucky for us: If it had failed two or three 
onths ſooner, it would not have been ſo ſtrong; and in 


ave been able to deſtroy it in the Veſ- Indies; whereas 
th of them joined together are not now to be feared, eſ- 


amards againſt us; and if he ſhould, I do not ſee how our 


ing them out, in order to make a vigorous Puſh, and to Anno 14. Geo. II · 
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Anno 14.Geo.1T, My Lords, as I have mentioned Admiral Vermm, 1 
17490. muſt obſerve, that I am ſurprized to hear our Miniſters af. 
23 ſume to themſelves, by Way of Excuſe for their Condad, 
any Thing that has been done by that Admiral in the Wy, 
Indies. If we conſider the Method in which they began the 
War, and the Time that Admiral was ſent out, we cannot 
ſuppoſe, they gave him Orders, or that they intended he 
ſhould attack any of the Spaniſb Settlements in Ameria, 
And if we conſider their Opinion of the Strength of Pr 
Bello, and the fmall Force they furniſhed him with, we 
can far leſs . ſuppoſe, they intended he ſhould attack thy 
Fortreſs: At leaſt, if we make any ſuch Suppoſition, ye 
muſt add to it another, that they intended that both he and 
the Ships they put under his Command, ſhould be deſtroyed, 
As our Miniſters began Hoſtilities by Reprizals, and as Ad. 
miral Vernon was thereupon ſent to the Veſt-Indies, we mil 
ſuppoſe, that he had no Orders or Inſtructions for any Thing 
but Reprizals: Theſe, we may ſappoſe, conſidering the 
'Femper of the Man, were in the moſt ample Terms, «Ty 
<< ſeize all Ships, Veſſels, and Goods belonging to the King 
of Spain, or his Subjects, or others inhabiting within ay 
of the Territories of the King of Spain; and theſe the 
Admiral interpreted in the moſt ample Manner, by conclud- 
ing, that he might ſeize Goods at Land, as well as by des, 

and demoliſh every Thing that oppoſed him. 
I could almoſt engage, my Lords, that his Orders wer 
in the Words I have mentioned, or ſomething” to that 
Effect: and I have good Reaſon to believe, that he receivel 
no additional Orders or Inſtructions, till after his taking ant 
demolifhing the Caſtle of Chagra; ſo that neither of - Adm 
ral Vernos s Expeditions is to be imputed to the Conduct d 
our Miniſters ; for if he had not put a Conſtruction upon bs 
Orders, which few but himſelf would have done, we ſhoult 
have heard no more of his Exploits in the American de, 
than we have heard of our other Admiral's Exploits in Rl 
Mediterranean ; Bat he put that Conſtruction upon his a 
Wl! | ders, which the Honour and Intereſt of his Country be. 
Wn. , quired, tho* perhaps not that which ſome in the Adminiſtm | 
1 tion intended. In ſo doing, he did right; his Country oo 
already approved of his Conduct, and I truſt in God, W 
Country will be able to protect him againſt all his Enemi Henq 

be they Span or Englifh. : 

Thus I have ſhewn, my Lords, that from the Method! 
which our Miniſters began the War, and the Time wie 
Admiral Vernon was fent out, we - cannot ſuppoſe, that 
had Orders for attacking any of the Spaniſß Settlements i 
America; and as they had before publicly declared it as tif 
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Opinion, that Admiral Hofier could not e to attack Annoxg.Geo.1H, 
Parto Bells with Succeſs, notwithſtanding the ſtrong Squa- 1740. 
dron he had under his Command, we can from thence far wn 
les ſuppoſe, that they gave Orders to, or intended, that | 
Admiral Vernon ſhould attack that Fortreſs, fince they did 
not furniſh him with half the Force. This, as I have ſaid, 
we cannot ſuppoſe, without- adding another Suppoſition, 
which, I believe, no Friend to our Minifter will be fond of 
admitting. But Mr. Vernon, it ſeems, knew better than 
thev ; he knew that Caſtles are a vain Defence againſt Ships 
of War: He then declared his Opinion ; and ſoon after his 
Arrival in the Wes. Indies he confirmed his Opinion by Ex- 
periment : He attack'd Porto Bel ; he carried it; and 
thereby he ſhewed the true Spirit of his Countrymen, their 
Intrepidity in attacking, their Moderation in Victory, their 
Diſintereſtedneſs in the Uſe they make of it, and their Ho- 
nour in obſerving Capitulation. In all theſe Particulars their 
very Enemies commend them ; and this, the Spaniards them- 
ſelves allow, was Mr. Vernon's Behaviour at Porto Bello. 
Let me now, my Lords, ſtate the Caſe fairly and di- 

ſtinctly. It is allowed on all Hands, that the proper Me- 
thod for diſtreſſing the Enemy, or gaining a real Advantage 
to this Nation, is to take and hold ſome of their Settle- 
ments in America; therefore, the only proper Orders that 
could be given to any Commander in that Part of the 
World, was to endeavour to take Poſſeſſion of ſome of thoſe 
ttlements; and for this Purpoſe, he ought to be furniſhed 
ith a proper Force; but Admiral Vernon was not furniſh'd 
ith a proper Force. If he had carried but two Battalions 
along with him, he would not have deſtroy'd, but would 
ave kept Poſſeſſion of the Caſtles, both at Porto Bello and 
:hagra., This would have been a real Advantage to this 
Nation, and would have braught ſuch a Diſtreſs upon Spain, 
s would, probably by this Time, have forced them to a 
dubmiſſion. From hence it is evident, that there mult be a 
Fault ſomewhere: If Mr. Vernon had no proper Orders, 
hey are guilty, who neglected to give him ſuch Orders; if 
ie had proper Orders, they are guilty, who neglected, for 
0 leſs than 18 Months, to furniſh him with a proper Force. 
After this, will any Lord ſay, that we have no Reaſon to 
nquire into the Management of the War ? Will any one 
ay, there is no Ground for the Clamours that are fo loud 
ind ſo general without Doors? | 

Thus your Lordſhips muſt ſee, that you are not deſired 
o proceed to an Enquiry into the Conduct of the War, with- 
ut a moſt ſolid, a moſt apparent Reaſon; and if there be 
uch a Reaſon, I am ſure, the ſooner we go about an En- 
1740. Uuuz | * 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. quiry, the better; for we may thereby prevent moſt fat! 


1740. 


the proper Uſe of our Birth-right ? Shall we, for feart 


( 504 ) 


Miſchiefs, perhaps irreparable Ruin, that may be brought 
upon the Nation by another Year's Miſmanagement of the 
preſent War, and by the Miſmanagement of another more 
dangerous War, which this Nation may, in all Probability 
be engaged in, before we meet again in this Houſe. The 
noble Lord who made you the Motion, has taken all poſible 
Care to obviate the modern Objection, relating to the 

of diſcovering Secrets. He does not deſire to ſee what u 
lates to Deſigns, yet remaining to be executed. Surely, i 
the whole of the Inſtructions be not a Heap of Confuſion, 
every diſtinct Deſign muſt have a diſtin& Article, and then 
fore I cannot join with the noble Duke, in ſuppoſing the 
are ſo intermixed, that the one cannot be underſtood with 
out the other. But a ſhort and a full Anſwer to all ſuch Ob 
jections is, that if his Majeſty ſhould, by way of Anſwer u WW): 
our Addreſs, inform us, that what we call for contains $ 0 
crets, which ought not to be diſcovered, or that the Artida 
relating to Deſigns already executed, are ſo intermixed with v 
the Articles relating to Deſigns yet remaining to be executed, it 
that the one cannot be underſtood without the other; Ii 
if his Majeſty ſhould by his Anſwer give us ſuch an Inform WW 
tion, we muſt appoint a few of our Number, as a ſecn 
Committee, and deſire, that all ſuch Inſtructions or Papen 
may be laid before them; for there are many Lords in th 
Houſe, who muſt be allowed to be as fit to be entruſted wit 
the Secrets of our Government, as any Miniſter employed by 
his Majeſty ; and if we do appoint ſuch a Committee, 
hope we ſhall chuſe ſuch Lords, as have never been er 
truſted with any Secrets of the Miniſter. 

But ſuppoſe, my Lords, that no Enquiry into the Condat 
of paſt Meaſures were at preſent neceſſary ; ſuppoſe that ti 
Nation, as well as this Houſe, were fully ſatisfied with th 
Conduct of our Miniſters ; yet ſurely, if ever we exert u 
Privilege of being the great hereditary Council of the Crom 
we ought to exert it upon this Occaſion, an Occaſion pet 
haps the moſt important that ever this Nation ſaw. Th 
Affairs of Europe are at preſent in ſuch a tickliſſi, ſacha 
unhappy Situation, that one wrong Step in the Conduct 
this Nation may involve Europe in irrecoverable 'Thraldow 
Shall we then, at ſuch a critical and important Conjunfurs 
for fear of diſobliging a Miniſter, refuſe or negle& to malt 
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diſcovering the Secrets of Government, delay doing 
Duty to our Country and Sovereign, as if no Lord in tk 
Houſe were fit to be entruſted with the Secrets of his Con 
try, but ſuch as happen to be the Favourites of the 


1 


ment has had any Secrets this twenty Vears, that are of ſuch 

Importance, as to make it of great Signification to the Na- 

tion, whether they are diſcovered or no: The Miniſter, in- 
deed, may have many Secrets of Importance, but they are 
ſuch as ought to be diſcovered, that the Nation may ſee how 
it has been governed, that his Majeſty may ſee how he has 

been ſerved. I hope, therefore, no Fear, no Pretence, ſhall 

prevent our making uſe of our Birth-right, and' performing 

that Duty we owe both to our King and Country : I hope 

we ſha!l upon this Occaſion give our moſt ſerious, our moſt 

fincere Advice to our Sovereign. Can we do this without 

being fully informed of the State of our Affairs both at Home 

and Abroad? Can we get this 1 any Way, but 

by having all Papers laid before us without Reſerve, that re- 

late to any important Tranſaction our Government has been 

of late Years engaged in ? . 

The noble Duke has told us, that the Poſture of Affairs is 

very much altered fince June laſt, My Lords, I ſhall grant 

it; but the preſent unlucky Poſture of Affairs is owing to 

the Poſture they were then in, and the unlucky Poſture they 

were then in, was chiefly owing, I believe, to the ſhallow 

Conduct of our Miniſters for ſeveral Years before. If 
they had begun and- proſecuted this War with Vigour, it 
would have recovered the Character of the Nation: It would 
have attached to us our antient Allies; and it would have 
prevented any Power in Europe from daring to diſturb the 

Tranquillity thereof. Therefore, before we can give any 
Advice to our Sovereign, we muſt ſee the Orders and In- 
ſtractions given to our Admiral in the Veſ- Indies, becauſe if 
if they appear to be ſuch as I ſuſpect they are, the firſt Ad- 
vice we ought to give to our Sovereign muſt be, to remove 
from his Councils thoſe that adviſed the giving of ſuch Or- 
ders and Inſtructions. | 

My Lords, if this Motion be agreed to, it will encourage 
Lords to move for other Papers, that may be neceſſary 
bor our Information upon this important Occaſion. Even the 


Papers now moved for may ſhew us, 7 thorough En- 


quiry into our Affairs is become neceſſary, that for this Pur- 
poſe all Papers muſt be laid before us without Reſerve, and 
nat therefore we muſt name a ſecret Committee for inſpecting 
hoſe Papers, that contain or mention any Affairs which 


diſagreed to, can any Lord expect Succeſs in any Motion 
df the ſame Kind? And, I am ſure, without having the 
proper Materials before us, we can neither enquire into the 
orduet of paſt Meaſures, nor give any Advice to our 


bught not to be diſcovered. But if this modeſt Requeſt be 


Sovereign 


ſter? Secrets, my Lords! I do not believe, the Govern- Anno 14. Geo. II. ; 


1740. 
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Anno 24. Geo. II. Sovereign with regard to future Meaſures ; therefore, 17 


1740. 


Fail of Iſa, 


Lords, upon this Queſtion, inſignificant as it may appear y 
ſome, the Fate * Nation, the Fate of Europe, mul 
in my Opinion, depend. If it is agreed to, we ſhall be ahh 


to ſearch the Ulcer to the Bottom, and in that Caſe y 
may find a Remedy: But, if it paſſes in the Negative, 
ll 


expect to ſe the Liberties af Europe, and contequently 

the Liberties of this Nation, overturned, by the ſame Sar 
of Conduct, by which they have been brought into thei 
preſent Danger. | | . 
Earl of Ma. 
I ſhall be extremely ready to agree to an Enquiry into an 
Part of the Conduct of paſt Meaſures, as ſoon as a 
Opportunity offers for that Purpoſe ; and I ſhall be , | 
believe, for a Reaſon very different from that by which any 
Lords are ſwayed. I ſhall be for it, becauſe, I am conviy 
ced, it will fully juſtify our preſent Miniſters, and vindicate 
their Conduct from all the Aſperſions that have been ground 
leſsly caſt upon any Part of it ſo enquired into; but a gens 
ral Enquiry into the Conduct of all paſt Meaſures, eſpec 
ally ſuch as juſt then happen to be upon the Anvil, is u 

ecedented and dangerous for the public Safety, and then 
2 I ſhall never, for what I know, agree to it. Yau 


Lordſhips have often enquired into the Conduct of a pam 


cular Affair, or into the Conduct of a particular Expedition; 
hut I remember no Example of your having ſet up a gens 
ral Enquiry into all the Meaſures of an Adminiſtration ; all 
as little do I remember your having enquired into any publi 
Meaſure whilſt it was in Agitation, or into the Conduct a 
any particular Expedition whilft it was in the Proſecutia 
and not fully compleated or laid aſide. When the Wai 


concluded, I do not know but your Lordſhips may make: 


general Enquiry into the Management of the War, fron 


the beginning to the End; or even during the War, yo 


may pick out any particular Expedition, when it is over, all 
no Hopes of reſuming it, and you may enquire how it vn 
conducted, in order to find out the Reaſon why it was nd 
more fortunate ; for when the Event has proved as fortunal 
as could be expected, your Lordſhips can have no Occafia 
to enquire into it. But till the War is at an End, you cat 
not ſafely, and therefore ought not to ſet up a general Be 
quiry into the Proſecution of it; nor can you ſafely, a 
hereſore ought not to enquire into the Conduct of any pu- 
ticular Expedition, till it is quite laid aſide. | 
This, my Lords, is what is meant by not ſetting up 4 
Enquiry . pendente Bello, and the admitting of this * 


is - 


6 ia 
Rule for your Conduct, ean be attended with no Miſchief Annot4. Geo. II. 


* to the Nation, nor can it any Way derogate from the Pri- 2740. 
ee or Uſefalneſs of this Aﬀembly ; for if your Lord- 
8 ſkips ſhould at any time be of Opinion, that a War has been 
imprudently conducted, you may, even during the War, 
A out ſome Part of it, ſome one Expedition which is 
ef quite over, and which you think has been the worſt maha- 


ged; you may enquire into that Part of the War, and by 
hat Means you may remove the Guilty from having any 
hing farther to do in the Management of the War. Thus 
your Lordſhips muſt fee, that this Maxim can be attended 
ith no bad Conſequence, and the Reaſon for admitting it is 
lain ; becauſe, by a general Enquiry before the War is at an 
nd, or by an Enquiry into any particular Expedition before 
t is quite laid aſide, you would diſcover ſuch Secrets to the 
nemy as might prevent any future Succeſs. 2 
That this would be the Conſequence of the preſent Mo- 
jon, ſhould it be agreed to and comply'd with, is, I think, 
ighly probable. It is certain, if the Inſtructions and Or- 


" lers given to Admiral Vernon are ſuch as they oaght to have 
een: what they are I do not know, for I never had Octa- 
on to {ce any of them; but if they are ſuch as they ought, 


nd ſuch as I hope they will appear to be, there muſt bs 
nany Articles in them, which will make it very improper 
o lay them before this Aﬀembly. My Lords, to lay them 
defore this Houſe would be the ſame with publiſhing them; 
e may as well deſire they ſhould be ſent to the Court of 


— }jain, as deſire they ſhould be laid before us; for when We 
vie on fider how many Strangers are daily attending our Debates; 
n how many Perſons have free Acceſs to our Table, we 


huſt conclude it impoſſible to keep any thing ſecret that is 
nce laid before us. The Exception which the noble Lord 
as pleaſed to add to his Motion, is no Salvo for this Ob- 
ion ; for there muſt be many Things in the Inſtructions; 
hich do not relate to any Expedition yet remaining to be 
cuted, and, nevertheleſs, are ſuch as ought not to bg 
bubliſhed. In the Time of a very prudent, and vigorous, 
o unlawful Government, we had a War with Spain. An 
\dmiral with a ſtrong Squadron was then ſent to the Nef 
ndies, and in his Inſtructions there was a particular De- 
ription of all the Spanih Forts and Settlements in that 
art of the World, with very proper and juſt Remarks upon 
ach: There was likewiſe an Account of all the Informa- 
ions we had relating to them, and the Places where, and 
erſons from whom, he might expect any Advice or Afﬀaſt- 
nce. May we not from thence ſuppoſe, that the Inftrue- 
ons given to Admiral Vernon are of the ſame Nature? * 
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Anno 14. Ceo. II. poſe they contain an Account of all the ſtrong and wel 


1740. 


Places in the Spaniſh Weſt Indies, and Directions how ex 
of them may with the greateſt Facility be attacked: 80 

poſe they contain an Account of all the ſecret Intelligence 
our Miniſters have had from that Part of the World fo 
many Years paſt, and the Perſons Names who gave then 
that Intelligence : Suppoſe they contain an Account of the 
Places where, and the Perſons to whom, the Admiral migh 
apply for future Intelligence: Suppoſe they contain an Ae. 
count of the moſt defenceleſs Places in our on Plantation, 
and the Methods which the Admiral is to take for ſecuring 
them. Theſe Suppoſitions, my Lords, are not imaginary; 
I do not make them ad Libitum: I make them, becau 
it is highly probable they are true; and if they are, I an 


ſure it would not only be improper, but vaſtly impruden, 


to publiſh theſe Inſtructions, which will be the Caſe if 30 
agree to the Addreſs propoſed, and his Majeſty compli 
with it; for ſuch Inſtructions cannot be poſitively ſaid y 
relate to any Expedition, yet remaining to be exec. 
ted. 115 
But if your Lordſhips ſay, that ſuch Articles of the lu 
ſtructions, as contain all or any of the Particulars I han 
mentioned, muſt be ſuppoſed to relate to all Expedition; 
whether already executed, or yet remaining to be executed, 
and are therefore within the Exception the noble Lord hy 
been pleaſed to add to his Motion: In this Caſe, I ſul 
grant, your Addreſs can do no Harm; but then I ſhall x 
againſt it, becauſe, from the Arguments made uſe of in i 
Fayour, it muſt appear, that it can do no Good, nor pu 
duce any Effect; and I think it inconſiſtent with the Wi 
dom and Dignity of this Houſe to offer an Addreſs to th 
Crown, which can be of no Service to ourſelves or tit 
Public. This, I ſay, my Lords, appears from what be 
been ſaid by the noble Lords, who have ſpoke in Favourd 
the Motion. They ſay, it is not poſlible to ſuppoſe: Ab 
miral Vernon had any Orders or Inſtructions to attack 
Porto Bello, or the Caſtle of Chagra : Theſe are the on 
Expeditions, the only Deſigns already executed : What tha 
are you to addreſs for? For nothing. If the Admiral hal 
no Inſtructions for either of theſe Purpoſes, all his InſtruQios 
muſt ſome Way relate to Deſigns yet remaining to be exec 
ted; and conſequently you can expect nothing from hu 
Majeſty in Purſuance of your Addreſs. Thus it appen 
that you muſt either mean to addreſs for nothing, or i 
ſomething that is inconſiſtent with the public Safety; ail 
in either Caſe, it is what I cannot agree to. 


1 6 I bn 


—— 


To HY 


a J have often heard it ſaid in our Debates, that if Lords Anno 14. Geo. II. 
up were in earneſt in their Profeſſions, they would agree to what 1740. 
ce, was propoſed. My Lords, I hope ] ſhall be excuſed, when 

for I ay, this is not Parliamentary Language. All Sides are 

em ſuppoſed to be in earneſt in every thing they profeſs : Cha- 

the rity obliges us to believe, that every Lord is in earneſt in 

oht what he ſays, and Decency obliges us to avoid infinuating 

ae. he is not. I know there have been Examples of a contra- 

ns Behaviour on both Sides ; but whatever Clamours there 

in may be without Doors, the Regard we owe to the auguſt 

ry; Aſſembly of which we are Members, ſhould, upon all Occa- 

ue ſions, make us bridle our Tongues, and be extremely cau- 

1 tious of ufing any harſh Expreſſions, or making ugly Inſinu- 

tit, ations, with reſpe& to one another: Whilſt we do this, we 

you may be very eaſy about the Clamours without Doors; for 

lis it is a Sort of Parliamentary Art, that has been practiſed by 


all Parties, to make Motions in Parliament, which they 
know it is not poſſible for the oppoſite Party to comply with, 
in order from thence to raiſe a groundleſs Clamour without 


[a Doors, that thoſe who refuſe to comply with ſuch Motions, 

ane are not fincere in what they profeſs. | 

Is, I have already made one Profeſſion ; I began, my Lords, 

with profeſſing, That I ſhall always be ready to agree to 

hy this Houſe's enquiring into any Part of the Conduct of paſt 

hall Meaſures, when a proper Opportunity offers for that Pur- 

| + WW poſe. Whether or no I am in this believed to be ſincere, 

üs what I do not know; but I am myſelf conſcious that I 

6 am, and therefore I ſhall, without Scruple, to this add 

another Profeſſion or Declaration, which is, that I ſhall always | 


be ready to approve of our exerting our Birthright, in giving 
our moſt ſincere Advice to the Crown, with regard to future 
Meaſures, provided it be done in a decent Manner, and upon 
a proper Occ ſion. From a great Authority we have learn- 
ed, Thit in a Multitude of Counſellors there is Safety; but 
it is equally true, that in a Multitude of Counſellors there 
is no Secrecy: This may ſhew us, upon what Occaſion it is 
proper for us to offer our Advice to the Crown. In Affairs 
of a pub':c Nature, where all the Circumſtances may be com- 
municated to us, without endangering the public Safety, 
and when the Aﬀiirs are of great Importance to the Nation 


ects 

or the Cron, it is very proper for us to take them into 
our Conſideration, and to offer our beſt Advice to the 
Crown: But in all Aﬀiirs of a ſecret Nature, where many 


Circumſtances are ſuch, that they cannot be diſcovered to a 
numerous Aſſembly, without endangering the public Safety, 
it is not proper for us to offer our Advice, becauſe we can- 
not be fully informed : At leaſt we ought not, unleſs called 

1740. Xxx | upon 


„ Bn 
Anno 24. Ces. I. upon by our Sovereign to do ſo, and then, if we do, it can ä 
1740. only be vpon public and general Appearances ; therefore, | 
| eveu upon ſuch Occaſions, when we offer any Advice it ought 
to be with great Deference to our Sovereign's better Infor. 
mation. Fer this Reaſon, the Wiſdom of our Conſtitution 
has entruſted the Care and Conduct of Peace and War ſolely 
to the Crou n, becauſe nothing relating to any Treaty of c 
Peace ought to be publiſhed, till the Treaty be finally con- c 
cluded, and every thing relating to War ought to be reſoly. \ 
c 
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ed on and conducted with the greateſt Secrecy. | 
I ſhall grant, my Lords, that the preſent Occaſion is ex. 
tremely important: I ſhall grant, that a very wrong Stepin I 
our Conduct may bg fatal to the Liberties of Europe, a 1 
well as our own 3 but I do not ſee how your Lordſhips cu | 
prevent it. The Importance of the preſent Occaſion relate; t 
entirely to what the Witdom of our Conſtitution has en 
traſted ſolely to the Crown: It relates entirely to the con. 
ducting the War we are now engaged in, and the conduQng 
ſ.ch Negoti..tions, as may be neceſſary for preventing, c 
er:.bling us to carry on another. Can you, in either d 
thele Cates, with any Propriety, offer your Advice? You 
c mot pretend to offer your Advice, as to the Conduct d 
the War we are now engaged in, without having every Ci. 
cumſtance rel ting to it laid before you; and this may occa- 
ſton. inite d of preventing, your Ruin: You cannot pretend 
to offer your Advice, as to the Conduct of thoſe Negotiate: 
ons that may be neceſſary for preventing, or for enabluy u 
you to carry en another War, without having the preſent tl 
Circumſtances of Ala, as well as Europe, fully laid befor i 
you, with all the ſecret Intelligence our Government may a 
be ſuppoſed to have, relating thereto ; and this would not, | 
T am :ure, be a proper Method to render any of your Ne WW"! 
gotiations ſucceisful. Therefore, I hope the noble Lord 
who ſeem to be ſo fond of our offering our Advice up ic 
this Occaſion, will excuſe me, if I think they are defiring 
vs to make a very. wrong Step, for fear our Miniſters ſhould 
make one; and this I ſhould be againſt, had I a mud iſ" 
worſe Opinicn of our Miniſters than I have. 

In ſhort, my Lords, though I have a very great Opin al 
on cf the Wiſdom of thoſe, who at preſent happen to be BAN 
the conſtituent Members of this Houſe, yet I am f 
truſting mere to. the Wiſdom of our Conſtitution, than u 
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theirs. Our Miniſters will for their own Safety take tit D 
beſt Methods they can think of, both for conducting tit th 
War, and for conducting our Negotiations ; and if thel 
own Wiſdom ſhould fail them, I hope Providence will dr 
rect them to take the molt proper Methods for nn 1 


— 


FFF | 


War to a happy and ſpeedy Concluſion, and for preferv- Anno v. Geo II. 
. 


ing and eſtabliſhing the Liberties of Europe. 194 
Earl of Chefterfeld. — 
. My Lords, | 


Tho' Charity obliges us to believe, that all Men are ſin- Fan of Ci er- 
cere, till the contrary evidently appears, and thy? DBecency/ <2. 
often obliges us to avoid telling them they are not to ; vet 
one cannot help a Suſpicion ariſing in one's Breuſt, when 
we find Lords profeſſing their Readineſs to join in an Enquiry, 
or in exerting our Birthright of being the great Couniellors 
of the Crown, and yet upon all Occaſions oppoſing it, and 
in Support of their Oppoſition offering ſuch Arguments, as, 
if they were admitted, would render it impoſiible for this 
Hcufe ever to enquire into the Conduct of paſt Meaſures, or 
to offer any Advice in relation to future. Ihe noble Lord 
ſays, we ought never to offer our Advice in Affairs relating 
to Peace or War, that is to ſay, in any foreign Affairs what- 
ſoeyer, unleſs called upon by the King to do to. My Lords, 
| know nothing elſe we can have Occaſion to offer our Ad- 
vice in, unleſs it be, whether the King ſhall go to the 
Play or the Opera, whether he ſhall thew Mercy to a 
Thief, or order him to be hanged, or ſomething of equal 
Importance; for in all domeſtic Affairs of any great Im- 
portance, our King, thank God ! is limited by the Laws, 
ard ought not to tranſgreſs them, even tho' this Houle 
ſhould adviſe him to do ſo. And as to our being called 
upon, we know from Experience, that tho' this Houie be 
the hereditary great Council of the Crown, yet our Advice 
Wis very ſeldom aſked in a ſerious Manner. Kings, my Lords, 
are generally for conſulting with ſuch as are of their own 
cauſing, and theſe are often ſuch as have no Dignity, Pri- 


Ne BY viiege or Right by their Birth. We know, the greateſt 
rb, Empire that ever was on Earth, was once governed by the 
pole Advice of a freed Slave; and one of the gieateſt Em- 
rin Pres now in being is generally governed by the Advice of a 
ould Cabinet Council of Eunuchs, and ſuch as they ſh.ll cauſe 


for their Privy Council ; therefore, if we never offer our 
Advice, but when it is ſeriouſly aſked by the Crown, I am 
afraid we ſhall very ſeldom exert that Privilege, which is 
our Birthright. | 


far How this Houſe has of late Years come to be ſo much 
n 0 bufpected of blabbing, I do not know; but it is a very new 
Doctrine, to ſay, that nothing can be communicated to 
the ets Houſe, without making it public. The very firſt In- 
cher ance of our being refuſed any Paper we thought neceſſary 
or our Information, for fear it ſhould be thereby made 
> he oblic, was in the Year 1721 : Since that Time, indeed, 
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Anno 14. Geo. II· it has been commonly and frequently practiſed; and yet, 


1740. 


( 512 ) | 


whatever Secrets our Miniſters may have had ſince that 
Time, I do not think the Nation had ever fewer in any 
equal Period of Time. This new Doctrine therefore is not 
of above twenty Years ſtanding ; and. as I diſapprove of 
many of the new political Doctrines ſtarted in that Period, 
ſo I likewiſe diſapprove of this. I do not think it can he 
approved of by any Lord who conſiders, that we can, 
whenever we pleaſe, ſhut every Stranger out of the Houſe: 
We may even ſhut out our Clerks, or we may name a ſectet 
Committee of a very few Members. This, I ſay, we can 
do; but we have no Occaſion to do fo, till his Majeſty tell 
us that the Papers he js to lay before us require it. 

I muſt therefore lay it down as a Maxim, That we not 
only may, but that we ſometimes ought to offer our Advice 
in Affairs of Peace and War, or in Aff irs of the moſt ſecret 
Nature ; and that, in order thereto, we may and ought to 
call for all Papers that are neceſſary for our Information, 
I ſay, my Lords, we not onl, may, but ſometimes ought to 
offer our Advice; and our Duty in this Reſpect is to be de 
termined by the Notion we have of the Miniſter's Conduc, 
and by the general Appearance of Things. It is obſ:rved, 
that every Author has a particular Stile or Spirit in Writing; 
fo, I believe, every Adminiſtration, or every Miniſter has: \ 
particular Stile or Spirit in his Conduci : If we judge of the N 
Stile or Spirit of our preſent Miniſter's Conduct from wut 
is paſt, which is the only Way we can judge, we mult cor. 
clude, it is a blundering Stile, it is an evil Spirit. Can w WF” 
expect, that he who gave Admiral Hafer Orders to perſuad 
the Enemy's Ships to ſurrender, and to he with his Sque 
dron, till it rotted, before a Sea Port which Mr. Yernon bs 
taken with a fourth Part of the Force; I ſay, can we & 
pect, that he will give proper Orders to any Admiral? Ca 
we expect, that he who in 1727 allowed Spain to carry ont 
War for two Years againſt us, without ſo much as attempt 
ing to give them one Blow, will carry on the preſent Wa 
with Vigour? Can we expect, that he who conducted ou 
tedious Negotiations with Spain to the lite moſt honourabl 
Convention, will conduct any Negotiation to a happy 
honourable Concluſion ? | 

Tue noble Lord tcld us, that we have no Occaſion to ee 
quire into the ConduQ of an Expedition, when it has me" 
with all the Succeſs that could be expected: I fay the fant 
of our foreign Affairs in general. When the Sky all aroul 
appears to be ſerene, when no Cloud ſeems to be hangi 
over us, we have no Occaſion to interpoſe by our Enquif 
and Advice ; but when the Sky is overcaſt, when Cloud 

| apper 


5 | 
pperr ready to overwhelm us in a Deluge, it is then the Ann» 14. Oeo H. 
Duty of this Houſe to interpoſe, we ought then to enquire 1745. 
no the Conduct of paſt Meaſures, in order to give his Ma- K 
eſty our Advice about future. 
Thus, my Lords, if we conſider the paſt Conduct of our 
iniſter, if we conſider the preſent Appearance of Things, 
ve muſt conclude, that at this Time it is our Duty to inter- 
zoſe with our Advice, and for that Purpoſe to make a tho- 
ough Enquiry into paſt Meaſures, and into the preſent State 
f our Affairs. Shall we truſt the Management of a War, 
vhich ought to be 1 in the moſt vigorous Manner, 
o the Advice of a Miniſter who, from the whole Tenor of 
is Conduct, appears to be puſillanimous and irreſolute ? In 
he dangerous State in which the Affairs of Europe are at 
reſent involved, ſhall we truſt the extricating of them to 
he Advice of the very Man who, for what we know, nay 
n all Appearance, has been the chief Cauſe of their being 


0 invoived ? 


0n, 3. 
Having thus, my Lords, ſhewn, that we not only may, 
d&- but ſometimes ought to offer our Advice to the Crown, even 
, With reſpect to foreign Affairs, or the Affairs of Peace and 


ar, and as a thorough Enquiry is neceſſary for enabling us 
o give proper Advice, therefore it is evident, not only that 


by e may at any Time, but that we ſometimes ought to enn 
the WW vice into the Conduct of ſuch Affairs. But ſuppoſe we 
hat ere not upon this Occaſion to offer any Advice to the 
= rown, yet a general Enquiry into the Conduct of paſt Mea- 
res may be neceſſary, in order to puniſh or remove a Mi- 


titer, who, we think, has given weak or wicked Advice 
o our Sovereign. Upon this Subject, the noble Lord who 
poke laſt ſeemed to admit, that we may enquire into the 
-ondutt even of Affairs relating to Peace and War; but 
hen ſays he, you mult not make a general Enquiry into the 
'ondutt of a War till it be concluded, nor into the Conduct 
ff any particular Expedition, if there be any Hopes of its 
being reſumed, which, he ſays, is the true Meaning of the 
Maxim, that pendente Bello no Enquiry is to be made into 
he Management of a War. I have already ſhewn, that 
he Foundation of this Maxim is falſe, becauſe an Affair 
may be enquired into by this Houſe, without the leaſt Dan- 
ger of diſcovering to the Enemy any Secrets relating to it. 
but I muſt beg Leave to examine this Maxim, as the noble 
Lord has explained it, a little farther. 
Your Lordſhips muſt allow, that it is our Duty in this 
Houle to prevent a Miſchief when apprehended, as well as 
o puniſh the Authors when it has been brought upon us: 
tis our Duty to prevent the Miſmanagement of a War, ” 
"=o - =" "oo 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. well as to puniſh thoſe who have miſmanaged it. If Tnex. 
1740. diaries were ſetting Fire to a Houſe, it would be very rid. 
culous in the Proprietor to fit ſtill, and allow them to do þ, 
in Hopes of being able to apprehend and puniſh them afte 
they have burnt his Houſe down about his Ears. Would 
not this be the very Caſe, if it were to be admitted a x 
Maxim, that for Fear of diſcovering the Secrets of ou 
Government to the Enemy, this Houſe muſt never enquire 
into the Conduct of a War till it is concluded, that is 1 
ſay, till by Miſconduct and bad Succeſs, we are obliged t 
ſubmit to a diſhonourable Peace? Suppoſe the Perky 
chiefly employed in conducting the War were Traitor; 
Suppoſe they themſelves difcovered all the Secrets of on 
Government to the' Enemy ; would it not be ridiculous i 
this Houſe, to ſuſpend our Enquiry for Fear of diſcoveriny 
Secrets, we had good Reaſon to believe to be already di 

covered ? | 
The noble Lord was ſenſible of theſe ridiculous Conſe 
quences from his Maxim, and therefore he thought of a 
Expedient : He told us, we might enquire into ſome part 
cular Expedition that had miſcarried, and from thence fad 
Means to remove thoſe that had been guilty of ,Miſcondu& 
But his Expedient will, upon Examination, be found, like 
all our modern Expedients, good for nothing. Suppoſe the 
MiſconduR is in not proſecuting the War with Vigour: 
Suppoſe no one Expedition has ever been undertaken, whid 
is the preſent Caſe, how will you remove the Guilty by e. 
quiring into the Conduct of ſome particular Expedition 
Suppoſe the Miſcarriage of an Expedition was not owing th 
thoſe employed in carrying it on, but to the Treachery d 
thoſe that contrived and adviſed it, how will you diſcover u 
remove the Guilty by enquiring into the Conduct of that 
particular Expedition? My Lords, the Expedient is equal 
abſurd with the Maxim. By an Enquiry into the Condul 
of any particular Expedition, the Miſconduct of Under 
gents and Officers may be detected and puniſhed, which i 
not the Buſineſs of this Houſe ; but the Miſbehaviour « 
Treachery of chief Miniſters, who are the only proper Oy 
Jes of our Reſentment, can never be come at, or the 
thereby removed from having any Thing farther to do i 
conducting the War. This can only be done by a genen 
Enquiry, which therefore ought to be ſet on Foot, or ſome 
Steps made towards it, as ſoon as there ariſes the leaſt Suſpt 

cion of any Miſconduct. 5 | 

This, my Lorcs, is the preſent Caſe. There is a Suſpt 
cion that Admiral Vernon had no proper Orders. I think 
is evident, either that he had no proper Orders, or that It 
wa 
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hink, that in one or other of theſe Caſes a parliamentary 
Cenſure muſt enſue. But before we can proceed, we mutt 
have a parliamentary Knowledge, which of theſe Caſes we 


nult be applied to his not being provided with a proper 
Force. If he had no proper Orders: If he had, as I ſuſ- 
xt, no Orders, but only a general Order for Reprizals, 
nd to protect our own Trade in that Part of the World, we 
an paſs no Cenſure upon his not being provided with a pro- 
er Lorce, becauſe he had ſufficient for that Purpoſe. But 
hen, I think, we ought to paſs a Cenſure upon his being 
nt out with ſuch puny Orders, againſt an Enemy that me- 
ited our higheſt Reſentment. | | 

From hence your Lordſhips muſt ſee, how neceſſary it is 
o have his Orders and Inſtructions laid before us, becauſe 
without them we can have no parliamentary Knowledge how 


e pply our Cenſure, and conſequently can paſs no Cenſure, 
1 ho' every one of your Lordſhips were convinced that we 
7 upht. If Mr. Vernon's Orders are all right, and ſuch as 
a ey ought to be, I ſhall moſt heartily condole with our 
l liniſters in caſe your Lordſhips ſhould put a Negative upon 


lis Motion. But if your Lordſhips do put a Negative upon 
t. and I find the Friends of our Miniſter concurring in that 
egative, I ſhall hugely ſuſpect, all is not right; for if I 
ere to purchaſe an Eſtate, and the Seller ſhould tell me, 
e had a very good Title, but for certain Reaſons could not 


nd much leſs pay him the Purchaſe- Money. 
The noble Lord ſaid, he could not agree to this Motion, 


7 cauſe, from the Arguments made uſe of in its Favour, it 
| ppeared we were to addreſs for nothing: I ſhall grant, 
* hat if Mr. Vernon had no Orders to attack Porto Bello or 


bogra, his Majeſty can lay nothing before us in Purſuance 
f this Addreſs ; but it is this very Nothing we Addreſs for. 


* Inſtructions relates to any Expedition already executed, 


e dn then have a Parliamentary Knowledge, that he had 
= o Orders for attacking Porto Bello or Chagra; and if he 
= 2 ad not, I will averr, he had no proper Orders ; therefore 


is Addreſs may have a very good Effect for the public 
rvice, tho' his Majeſty ſhould lay nothing before us in 


ur ſuance of it. 


Ine Fortreſſes of Porto Bello and Chagra, my Lords, 


_ y 0 open to our Attacks, and it was ſo neceſſary for us to 
oh els or demoliſh them, in order to open a Trade with the 


ani Settlements, that it was a moſt flagrant Piece of 


re to apply it to. If he had proper Orders, our Cenſure | 


ew it me, I am ſure, I ſhould not believe a Word he ſaid, 


his Majeſty returns for Anſwer, that no Part of Mr. Ver- 


l | | | Miſ⸗ 


as not provided with a proper Force; and therefore, I Anno 14. Geo. II. 


1740. 
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Fend him out with a proper Force for taking and holdirg 
them, at leaſt during the War. But this, we are told, 


| f $16 
Anno 14. Ceo. II. Miſconduct, if Mr. Vernon had no Order to attack them: |; 


was, I think, a moſt flagrant Piece of MiſconduR, not t | 


would have brought the French againſt us, who have take 
the Alarm upon hearing only, that we were preparing u 
fend a Land-Force to the Veſt-Indies, and have therefor 
ſent their Squadrons thither, to prevent our Deſigns: U 
they have ſent their Squadrons thither with this Deſign 
they can do no more, and as theſe Squadrons will not, 
believe, be able to prevent our Deſigns, if vigorouſly ep. 
cuted, I hope we ſhall proceed. But I do not believe, the 
French intended to attack us, or to join openly with tle 
Spaniards againſt us; I believe, they ſent their Squadray 
thither, only to frighten us: They know from Experienc 
this may be done. We have for theſe twenty Years ga 
rally begun with a Sort of Bullying, that is, with puttin 
ourſelves to the Expence of fitting out our Squadrons, a 
augmenting our Armies; but when we found that would nt 
do, we have always grown as tame as Chickens, and hay 
allowed ourſelves to be. bullied out of, and into, ere 
Thing our Enemies pleaſed to inſiſt on. 

No Menaces fiom France can, therefore, be an Excuk; 
and as I ſuſpect, that ſuch Menaces were a Reaſon with on 
Minifter, for not furniſhing Mr. Vernon with proper Orden 
J am the more curious to ſee them; but the noble Lal 
who ſpoke laſt, has furniſhed me with a new 

and ſuch a one as I neither did, nor could before thinks 
for having theſe Orders laid before this Houſe. He fays, k 
never ſaw them: This my Lords, is very ſurprizing : As tit 
noble Lord has ſaid ſo, it muſt be true; and as he is not oi 
one of his Majeſty's Privy Council, but alſo, I believe, 
of his Cabinet Council, and without Derogation I may lj 
as able a Stateſman as any Lord in either, it is to me 
Proof, that Mr. Vernon's Inſtructions were never under 
Conſideration of his Majeſty's Privy or Cabinet Cound 
and therefore, I think, they ought now to be taken ut 
the Confideration of this Houſe, which is his Majefty's gu 
Council: Nay, we ought to conſider this very Po nt, 
they were not laid before his Majeſty*s Cabinet Council. 
noble Lord ſaid, that in the Multitude of Counſellors the 
is no Secrecy. It ſeems, there is ſome one of great! 
fluence about his M jeſty, who is of the ſame Opinion, a 
therefore he took Care, that no one ſhould ſee theſe Inf 
tions but himſelf. This convinces me, they were not rig 
for if thev had, I can ſee no Reaſon for ſo much Secrec 
and therefore, I think, we ought to addreſs for them, i 
they may be altered or amended, for I doubt if this can 
done in any other of his Majeſty's Councils, 


( 337 3 
If there are no Secrets in theſe Inſtructions, my Lords, Anno 14. Geo. II. 
ut thoſe of the Nation, no Harm could enſue from having 1740. 
the Whole laid before us, becauſe if they ought to be kept. Vx 
very ſecret, we could treat them accordingly. It is eaſy to 
make Suppoſitions about what may be in them, but it 15 as 
eaſy to make Suppoſitions of what may not be in them: I 
could make Suppoſitions of this Kind, which, from the 
stile and Spirit of our Miniſter's Conduct, are more probable 
than thoſe the noble Lord has been pleaſed to make; and his 
Lordſhip has owned his being in the ſame Caſe with me: 
Neither of us can aſſert. If then no Harm could enſue, at 
leaſt to the Nation, from having the Whole laid before us, 
ſurely no Danger. is to be apprehended from having laid before 
us the Nothing, or the Something, now propoſed to be 
addreſſed for. But, my Lords, according to the modern 
Way of arguing upon all Occaſions, when Papers are pro- 
poſed to be addreſſed for, and with Regret I muſt confeſs, ac- 
cording to the late Behaviour of this Houſe, we never can en- 
quire into the Conduct of a Miniſter, till after his being diſ- 
miſſed the Service of the Crown : When he has loſt that Fa- 
your, upon which his Influence depends, and is given up by 
the Crown to be buffeted by the Parliament, we may then, 
and not till then, have ſuch Papers laid before us, as are ne- 
ceſſary for enquiring into his Conduct. This, I ſay, ſeems 
to be the Reſult of thoſe Arguments that have for ſome Time 
prevailed in this Houſe ; but I hope it will never become an 
{tzbliſhed Maxim, for if it ſhould, the Parliament will then 
be made uſe of, not to buffet thoſe that deſerve it, but to 
buffet every Man that happens to be ſo unfortunate, as to 
all under the Reſentment of the chief Favourite of the Crown 
or the Time being; which, in my Opinion, would be a 
noſt terrible State of Things; and as our agreeing to this 
Motion will be one Step towards preventing it, therefore I 
hall moſt heartily concur with my noble Friend in the Mo- 
non he has made you. 7 | | 
Lord Herwey. 
My Lords, 

In this Debate, as well as a great many others of the ſame Lord Hervey, 
ature, I find the Opinion of the Populace without Doors 
very much inſiſted on, as if this Houſe were obliged to 
nquire, and to cenſure, as often as the giddy Multitude takes 
into their Heads, that the Adminiſtration have been de- 
cient in their Duty, or miſtaken in their Politics. If this 
ere the Caſe, no Miniſter could ever be eaſy, nor could any 
ne Seſſion paſs over without an Enquiry and Cenſure: Every 
ſon would produce a new Adminiſtration, and every Year | 
ould give the Populace the Diverſion of ſeeing a Sacrifice 
1749. Yyy made 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. made of ſome of the Miniſters or Magiſtrates of the pe- 
1740 Cceding, till at laſt, we ſhould have neither Miniſter nor Ma- 
giſtrate in the Kingdom; for what Man of common Senſe 

would accept of a Poſt in our Government, if he were 

certain, that, before the End of the Year, he would be facti. 

ficed to the Reſentment of thoſe, whom by the Duty of his 

Office he muſt diſablige ? We ſhould at this Rate have no- 

thing but Anarchy and Confuſion amongſt us ; and therefore 

your Lordſhips muſt ſee, that the Opinions, the Suſpicions, 

or the Clamours of the People without Doors, can be no 


a | 
4h Rule for your Conduct in this Houſe, In all your Deli. 
50 berations here, you are to conſider what Juſtice requires, | 
1 and what may be moſt for the public Good, without ; 
wot to what may be moſt agreeable to the People wi 
ny Doors. If you do this, you may contemn what is ſaid a- ; 
bi gainſt you, and deſpiſe thoſe Reproaches, which can have 10 5 
. Foundation, but the Ignorance or Malice of the Revilen. | 
. For this Reaſon, my Lords, L ſhall give myſelf very litle il \ 
TR 'Frouble about what may be thought of this Queſtion without f 
* Doors, and as little ſhall I give myſelf any Trouble abou b 
kt enquiring, whether it be intended as a previous Step towark 1 
4 our giving his Majeſty Advice with regard to future Mes- t 
i ſures, or towards our enquiring into the Conduct of paſt Mex a 
1 ſures; becauſe, whatever may be thought of it without Doon, 5 
(84 whatever may be intended by it within Doors, I think our * 
Mi agreeing to it would be inconſiſtent with the public Good, d 
$4 For Proof of this I have already, in this Debate, heard mam | 
1 ſtrong Arguments advanc'd, none of which have as yet bem iſ * 
1 anſwered: I think them unanſwerable. That the laying 4 
Wi of ſuch Papers before us would diſcover the Secrets of our he 
#4 Government to our Enemies; nay, that it might probably 1 
Ws | make Enemies of thoſe, who are now our Friends, is, | 
3 think, evident to a Demonſtration. I know, my Lords, it 0 
. is not very complaiſant to ſay, that nothing can be kept ſe 1 
wt cret that is once laid before this Aſſembly ; but I would nt Bl -. 
Wl fatter even this Aſſembly at the Expence of my Country; Wi ©:* 
up and as I ſhall always chuſe rather to be fincere than compla: 1 
ak ſant, I muſt join with other noble Lords in ſay ing, that 10 5 
faſt ſuch Thing can, in my Opinion, be expected: Eyen e . 
Wi: noble Lords who have ſpoke in Favour of the Motion, ſen f - 
4 to join in this Opinion; and therefore have told us, that u tic 
1 
4 


eaſe his Majeſty, in his Anſwer to our Addreſs, ſhould fay, * 

| that thoſe Papers contain Secrets which ought not to be d f. 

covered, we may then appoint a ſecret Committee for inſpel 
ing the Papers, and for reporting ſuch Parts of them, as mij 

be ſafely communicated, with their Opinion upon the Whol, Bl © - 


: to the Houſe, : g 1 Th W 
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This I know, my Lords, we may do; but upon ſuch a Anno 14.Geo. II. 

Report how can we proceed? We muſt either put an implicit 1740. 
Faith in the Report of the Lords Committees, or we can | 
proceed no farther, If upon ſuch a Report we ſhould pro- 

ceed to offer any Advice to his Majeſty, can any Lord con- 

cur in offering that Advice, without ſeeing all thoſe Papers, 

and knowing all thoſe Facts upon which it is founded? With- 

out this Knowledge, can he determine whether the Advice 

be right or wrong? And will any of your Lordfhips allow 

your Name to be made uſe of for giving Weight to an Ad- 

vice, which, for what you know, may be the worſt that 

was ever given? Suppaſe, that upon ſuch a Report we 

ſhould proceed to Cenſure, would any Lord be ſo unjuſt, as 

to join in cenſuring a Miniſter's Conduct, without knowing 

any of the Facts upon which that Cenſure was founded? 

The Lords Committees might ſay ſomething in their own 
Vindication 3 they might ſay, they had diſcovered in thoſe 

Papers ſuch Facts, as gave a ſufficient Ground for Cenſure 
but what could any other Lord of this Houſe ſay? They 

could ſay nothing but this: The Lords Committees thought 

the Cenſure juſt, and therefore I believed it was ſo ; which 
may be a Roman Catholic, but is not, I am certain, a Pro- 
teſtant Sort of Belief ; and I am as certain that it would no 
Way redound to the Honour of the Lord who ſaid ſo, or to 
the Character of this Houſe in general. 

Suppoſe again, my Lords, that upon ſuch a Report we 
were to proceed to a Sentence of Juſtification or Approba- 
tion: Even this I ſhould not chuſe to agree to, without 
having very ſtrictly examined into that Conduct, which I 
am thus expreſsly to juſtify ; but if the Majority of this 
Houſe ſhould place ſo much Faith in the Lords Committees, 
as to join in this Sentence of Juſtification, would this give 
any Satisfaction to the People without Doors, or would it any 
Way contribute to allay thoſe Clamours, which are now 
aid to be ſo general againſt the Conduct of the Adminiſtra- 
tion ? My Lords, the Miniſters know it would not, and 
therefore I am not at all ſuprized at their being againſt 
what muſt give your Lordſhips a great deal of Trouble, and 
can do them no Service. They are conſcious, I believe, 
that he Clamours againſt them are without any real Founda- 
tion, and therefore they deſpiſe them : Such Clamours, they 
know, will ſubſide of themſelves, or wilt by the Courſe of 
Things be turned to the Confuſion of thoſe that raiſe them; 
and for this Reaſon, they do not deſire your Lordfhips ſhould 
give yourſelves any Trouble about them. Should your Lord- 
ſhips upon an Enquiry be never ſo fully convinced of the 
Wiſdom, as well as Uprightneſs of our Miniſters, yet your 
1740, e Acquitta] 
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Anno 14.Geo.11- Acquittal could no Way ſtop the Mouths of choſe that cla. 


1740. 


mour without Reaſon, nor could it give any Satisfaction to | 


the Nation; becauſe that Acquittal would, probably, be 
founded on Facts, which the public Safety would not permit 
to be made public. Therefore, without communicating ty 
the whole Houſe, and conſequently, I think, to the whol 
World, all the Papers that are laid before you, it is, in ny 
Opinion, impoſhble for you to proceed, either to adviſe, 
cenſure, or juſtify ; and as this, with regard to the Papers 
now meved for, would be abſolutely inconſiſtent. with the 
public Safety, I cannot agree to your preſenting, ſuch an Ad. 


- dreſs as is now propoſed ; becauſe I ſhall never be for thi 
Houſe's defiring any Thing of their Sovereign, which, [ 


think, he cannot grant without injuring the Honour of the 


Crown, or endangering the Safety of the Nation. 


That this may be the Caſe, is evident, I think, from the 
very Nature of the Papers now propoſed to be called for. 
If the noble Lord had been pleaſed to confine his Motion to 
the Orders given to Admiral Vernon, conſidering the many 
Motions of the ſame Kind we have of late Years had before 
this Houſe, I ſhould not have been much ſurprized at it; 
but to defire, that his Majeſty ſhould lay before this Houle 
likewiſe the Inſtructions given to that Admiral, is ſomething 
I think very extraordinary; for tho? a noble Lord, who d- 
ſtinguiſnes well and properly in other Caſes, has in thi 
Debate confounded Orders and Inſtructions, yet there is c. 


tainly a very great Difference. The Orders given to ou 


Admirals are always figned by the Lord High Admiral, a 
the Commiſſioners appointed to execute that high Office; but 
the Inſtructions, or ſome of them, may be ſuch as are figned 
by his Majeſty alone; from whence it is evident, that the 
may contain Secrets which are known to none but the King, 
and which he is in Honour obliged not to communicate w 
any, but thoſe that are to make the proper Uſe of them; 1 
know, my Lords, that Suppoſitions of any Kind may be 
made, but there are many Degrees in the Reaſonablenels 
Probability of Suppoſitions, and when they are made, we 
are to judge whether they are reaſonable or no. In the pe 
ſent Caſe, I ſhall for Example ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty ta 


a ſecret Correſpondence with ſome of the Grandees or cot- 


ſiderable Perſons in New Spain, and that he is upon Honour 
engaged not to communicate the Secret to any, but the Ad. 
mira! he ſends into that Part of the World. This, I ſlal 
grant, is a mere Suppoſition ; but it cannot be ſaid to beat 
ſoſutely unreaſonable, if we conſider how much the People 
of that Country are diflatisfied with their Government, N 

: | | v 

. | 


E 


what a real Advantage it would be for them to be freed from Anno 14. Geo. II. 
e Yoke of Spain. | 1740. 
ax fon my * if his Majeſty has, or ever had ſuch a 
ſecret Correſpondence, he muſt have communicated it to 
Admiral Vernon by means of an Inſtruction ſigned by himſelf 
alone; how inconſiſtent then would it be with the Honour 
of the Crown, and the Intereſt of the Nation, eſpecially 
with regard to our Succeſs in the preſent War, to have ſuch 
an Inſtruction laid before this Aſſembly? The Inſtruction 
may relate to a Deſign already executed, and yet the Perſons 
that carried on this Correſpondence may ſtill be in the Power 
of the Enemy : Their being apprehended and executed would 
be the certain and immediate Conſequence of a Diſcovery ; 
and after ſuch a Diſcovery, could this Nation ever expect 
to have any Correſpondence with, or any Intelligence from 
an Enemy's Country ? | | | 
Such Conſiderations as theſe, my Lords, muſt ſhew us, 
that, let the Conſequence be what jt will, we can never de- 
fre all Papers to be laid before us, that relate to any foreign 
Affair then in Agitation, and yet this needs not hinder us 
from giving a general Advice to his Majeſty, when we think 
it neceſſary ; nor can it hinder us from cenſuring the Conduct 
of a Miniſter, if from Circumſtances publicly known, he 
ſhould appear to deſerve it, or if by Chance any FaQs 
ſhould come to Light, that might afford Reaſon for that 
Cenſure. Laſt Seſſion we joined with the other Houſe in 
giving a general Advice to his Majeſty relating to future 
Meaſures, without making a particular Enquiry into any of 
thoſe that were paſt : I Jig not then, I do not vet indeed 
think it was neceſſary for us to offer any ſuch Advice; but I 
oncurred with other Lords in agreeing to the Requeſt of the 
Commons, becauſe I thought it was a good Advice, and I 
ope our Succeſs in the War ſhall be ſuch, as may enable his 
Majeſty to follow that Advice. In the fame Manner we 
may, upon any other Occaſion, make uſe of our Privilege 
of being the hereditary great Council of the Crown, when, 
from the Circumſtances that are publicly known, we can 
determine what Advice we ought to give; but in order 
ereto, we muſt not pretend to dive into the Secrets of Go- 
ernment, becauſe it is inconſiſtent with the Safety of the 
"ublic, to lay them before ſuch a numerous Aſſembly. : 
This, my Lords, I take to be the right Doctrine with re- 
ard to Advice; and with regard to Genfure, if from the 
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ab. eneral State of Things, or from Circumſtances publicly 
ple nown, the Conduct of a Miniſter ſhould appear to be 
and Tong, your Lordſhips could certainly both cenſure and pu- 
bat BP" him, without any particular Enquiry into the whole 


Tenor 


1740. 


Earl of Eallſar. 


without Doors, that public Praiſe ought to be deſpiſed, u 


This, my Lords, is a moft terrible Symptom, if Mr. * 


(„ 
Anno 14. Geo. II. Tenor of his Conduct: Or if any of your Lordſhips lney 


and could prove any particular Facts againſt a Miniſier, you 
would certainly give an Account of them to the Houle, a 
have Judgment upon them; nay, if any particylar Paper 
ſhould be neceſſary for a Proof of thoſe Facts, the Hook 
would, probably, agree to a Motion for having it laid befor 
us; but ſurely we are not to call for all Papers relating u 
the Conduct of public Affairs for ſome Years preceding in 
order from thence to fiſn out an Accuſation "_ a Miniſter, 
According to theſe Rules, my Lords, we have no Occaf 
for having the Papers now moved for laid before us, becauk, 
if we think it our Daty, we may, without ſeeing any 
choſe Papers, proceed to adviſe his Majeſty, or cenſure hy 
Miniſters : but the Affairs of Europe are at preſent in ſucht 
perplexed Situation, that I do not think we can, from a oe 
netal View of Things, determine what Advice may be mo 
roper to be given to his Majeſty ; and with —_— 
Condut of the War, I am ſure we have no Reaſon, eithy 
from general Appearances, or from any particular Fact I hay 
heard of, to cenſure any of his Majeſty's Miniſters. Wy 
have met with as few Misfortunes, as, I believe, ever 
Nation did in a Twelvemonth, or 16 Months Courſe d 
War, and we have done as much Damage to the Enemy, 
could well be expected, conſidering how ill we were provide 
for carrying it on, when we were obliged to begin Hol 
lities. I muſt ſuppoſe, that no Friend of Admiral A 
will ſay, he attacked Porto Bello, or Fort Chagra witho 
Orders: He bravely perform'd both theſe Services, and if i 
had been proper to keep Poſſeſſion of theſe two Places, which 
I much quettion, it could- not be done, till we had ſentt 
proper Force to the Weft-Indies for that Purpoſe, which m 
could not do at the Beginning of the War; for when a Wa 
breaks out between two Nations, I ſhall always think, thy 
Defence at home is the firſt Thing to be taken care ef}! 
Therefore the beſt and the only Thing we could do, was 
give Mr. Vernon Orders to demoliſh theſe Forts as foons 
taken; by which we not only opened a profitable Trade fot 
ourſelves, but rendered it impoſſible for the Enemy to gs 
thoſe Supplies of Treaſure from America, without which ie 
cannot carry on the War with Vigour againſt us. 
Earl of Halifax. | | 
My Lords, Sh 


I am forty to obſerye, that it is now become a comm 
Topic in our Debates here, as well as in our Converſatiol 


the Opinion of the giddy Multitude altogether diſregardel 


— 


( 523) 
de right in his Obſervation; for in one of his Spefators, 1 Annor 4. Geo. II. 
remember, he obſerves, We then only deſpiſe Commenda- 1740. 
« tion, when we ceaſe to deſerve it.. As I am acquainted. Wound 
ich the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, I am convinced he will | 

er ceaſe to deſerve Commendation ; but I was really in 
Pain, when I heard him endeavouring to perſuade your 
Lordſhips to deſpiſe the Opinions, the Suſpicions, and the 

/amours of the People without Doors: I ſay, I was in 
in, leit ſome of thoſe who are not acquainted: with his 
Lordſhip, ſhould think of this Obſervation, which, I am 

ure, is very unjuſt, when applied to him. The Deſire of 
Fame, the Deſire of Applauſe is one of the moſt exalted, and 
me of the moſt uſeful Affections of the human Mind; it is 
o cloſely connected with our Nature, that I believe no Man 
n entirely rid himſelf of it; and therefore no Man will pre- 
end to deſpiſe the Reproaches or the Suſpicions of his Coun- 
rymen, but he that is conſcious of their being juſt. A Man 
pf ſteady Reſolution will not allow himſelf to be carried 
way with every new Opinion that prevails among the People; 
or will he do what is wrong, in order to gain a popular Ap- 
plauſe ; but ſurely he will not allow his Character to lie un- 
fer Suſpicion among his Countrymen, if he can by any 
Means clear it up: The Multitude may fometimes be ar 
ed into a wrong Way of thinking, or they may be induced 
o clamour without Reaſon ; but it is not the Part of a good 
itizen to deſpiſe that Opinion, or that Clamour ; it is his 
Duty to endeavour to ſet the People right; and if the Opi- 
ion or Clamour be againſt himſelf, for the Sake of his own 
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i aaracter, as well as in Duty to the Public, he ought to 
* ake the moſt proper and the moſt ſpeedy Method for his 


Juſtification. | 
This, my Lords, is the Duty of every private Man, and 
nuch more is it the Duty of a Magiſtrate or Miniſter. Even 
n abſolute Governments. the Miniſters ought to take all pro- 
der Methods for gaining the Affections and Efteem of the 
deople, and conſequently for removing every Suſpicion and | 
lamour that may happen to ariſe againſt them; but in a | 
ree Government, this is not only the Duty of the Miniſters: | | 
nd Magiſtrates, but they are under an abfolute Neceflity ta | 
lo fo, if they have a Mind to continue in their Office: For 
e diſtinguiſhing and the ſole Sign of a People's being free, is | 
bat of their being governed by thoſe Laws and thoſe Men | 
hey approve of. If a Law comes to be thought inconveni- 
at, or oppreſſive, by the Majority of a free People, it will be 
epealed ; if a Magiſtrate or-Miniſter comes to be hated. or 
leſpiſed by the Majority of a free People, he will be removed; 
ind therefore, if in any Country a Law ſtands unrepealed for 
ſome 


(' 524 ) 
Anno 14. Oeo. II. ſome Time after it begins to be diſapproved by a Majariy 
1740+ of the People, or if a Magiſtrate or Miniſter continues in O. 


fice for ſome Time after he begins to be generally hated | 
deſpiſed, that Government is not a free Government, thy 
People have no Pretence to call themſelves a free People. 
For this Reaſon, I am ſurprized to hear it faid, that on 
Miniſters deſpiſe the Clamours of the People, or that they 
do not deſire your Lordſhips Aſſiſtance for allaying tho 
Clamours : My Lords, if they deſpiſe thoſe Clamour, i 
they do not defire to rake the moſt proper and the moſt ſpeedy 
Method for allaying them, which is by an impartial Parly, 
mentary Enquiry, I will affirm they have, or at leaſt thy 
think they have, found out another Method of governing 
another Method of preſerving their Power, than that which 
is the only Method in a free Country, I mean the Eftern 
and Affections of the Generality of the People; and if they 
have any ſuch Thoughts, I hope they will ſoon find then 
ſelves diſappointed. 25 V9 

A general Clamour, my Lords, muſt be a terrible Thi 
to any Miniſter : In abſolute Governments it at laſt product 
Mobs and Inſurrections: In free Governments it will alway WW: 
produce a legal Enquiry into his Conduct, and often (for ſuch 
a Clamour is ſeldom raiſed without juſt Ground) a legal Co. 
demnation. In caſe of any Clamour, tho' far from being m 

eral, if a Miniſter be conſcious of his own Innocence, be WW ii! 

will deſire, he will promote an Enquiry, he will infift upon ui 
being made with the utmoſt Strictneſs, and by thoſe who b). 
leaſt ſuſpected of being partial in his Favour. But when po 
niſters are for concealing their Actions, and keeping them il f 
in utter Darkneſs, I muſt always ſuppoſe their Actions m 
ſuch, as would appear black and horrid in the Light. he 

That there is at preſent a moſt general Clamour again þ 
the late Conduct of our public Affairs, no Man can be gd 
rant, whatever he may pretend. The People clamoured ig 
gainſt our Conduct in Peace, they now clamour againſt ou Win! 
Conduct in War; and in both, I'm afraid, their Clamoun s 
are not without Reaſon. This Clamour, my Lords, is nn, 
among thoſe that are diſaffected to his Majeſty, or to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment : Upon the contrary, inſtead of & Nui. 
mouring they ſmile,” they rejoice in the general Uneaſne eo 
they ſee among the People. The Clamour is among then 
who are the beſt Friends to our preſent happy Eftabliſhmen, Wn 
and their Uneaſineſs is increaſed by their having nothing wv" 
anſwer to the Sarcaſms of thoſe who are its profeſſed Enemicy WP: 
but with Phaeton to ſay, 


r / ( ( 


Pudet hæc opprobria nobis 
Et dici potuiſſe, & non potuiſſe refelli. 


( 525+) E 
As your Lordſhips fit here by An hereditary Right, you Anno 14 Geo. II. 
may not perhaps think yourſelves ſo much obliged to take 1740. 
Notice of the Clamours and Complaints of the People with- WW 
out Doors, and therefore may wave giving yourſelves the 
Trouble to enquire into the Conduct of our public Affairs, . 
either for the Juſtification or Condemnation of our Miniſters ; 
but if the other Houle does not, I muſt ſuppoſe, that a 
Majority of that Houſe. have no Regard, either for the Eſteem 
or Aﬀections of thoſe they-repreſent, and conſequently, that. 
upon anew Election, they depend upon being rechoſen by other 
Methods than are conſiſtent with our Conſtitution. From hence 
one may ſoon determine, whether the Conſtitution of our Go- 
vernment be as yet entire; for if this Seſſion ſhould paſs over 
without an Enquiry's being ſet on Foot in the other Houſe, 
and the ſame Members ſhould be generally recholen, as have 
now Seats in that Houſe, I ſhall conclude, that our Conſtitu- 
tion is at an End, and that a Majority of the Members of the 
other Houſe are not, as they ſhouid be, the Repreſentatives of 
the People, but the Creatures and Tools of the Court. 
This, I ſay, my Lords, I ſhall conclude ; and this, I be- 
lieve, will be the Concluſion that will, from -theſe Circum- 
ſtances, be drawn by moſt Men in the Kingdom, wkich will 
of Courſe very much increaſe the Diſcontents and the Mur- 
murings of the People; therefore, if our Miniſters are ſen- 
fible, that the preſent Clamours are without any Foundation, 
it is very much their Intereſt to have their Conduct juſtified 
by an Enquiry during this Seſſion of Parliament: Nay, ſup- 
poſe they have been guilty of ſome Failings, it is their Inte- 
& to have an Enquiry now ſet on Foot; becauſe they have 
many more Friends in the preſent Houſe of Commons, than 
ey can expect in the next, conſidering the Humour in 
hich the People are at preſent, unleſs they are reſolved to 
add a moſt heinous Crime to their former Failings, by mak- 
ing Uſe of ſome corrupt or illegal Means for influencing the 
mſuing Elections. - ha 
Thus, my Lords, it is evident, that if our Miniſters are 
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Innocent, if their Conduct has been wiſe and upright, it is 

the ot only their Duty, but their Intereſt to have it ſtriftly en- 

cl aired into, in order to have it juſtified in the Eyes of the 

in WP <ople, and to make their Continuance in the Adminiſtra- 

hoſe on conſiſtent with the very Eſſence of a free Government; || 
cn; nd if they are guilty, I am ſure it is our Duty to enquire || 
gu their Conduct, in order to remove them from the Admi- | || 
ni ittration, and to prevent the Nation's ſuffering any longer by | 


heir Miſconduct. In the former Caſe, they are obliged, for 
eir own Sake, to lay every Paper before us, that is neceſ- | 
ary for giving us a full View of their Conduct; and in the | if 
1740. — 3 | latter, | | | 
| 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. latter, we ſhould, for the Sake of our Country, oblip 
| 1740, them todo ſo. Even in the Courts below, Parties art oft | 
"COW NI ordered to bring into Court all Papers relating to the Sui 
depending; and if any one refuſes, he will be committed im 
a Contempt. How then can any one doubt this Houſe 
having a Power to call for any Paper we think neceſflary fo 
clearing up a Matter depending before us? But we are toll 
we mult not do ſo, becauſe we ſhould thereby diſcover the 
Secrets of our Government to our Enemies, which is incop- 
ſiſtent with the Safety and Welfare of our Country. Thi, 
my Lords, is in other Terms ſaying, that it is inconfiſten 
with the public Good, for this Houſe ever to enquire or al 
viſe ; for we can dg neither, without having before us tho 
Materials that are neceſſary for our Information; and if i 
be inconſiſtent with the public Good to lay ſuch Materia 
before us, it muſt be inconſiſtent with the public Good for 
this Houſe ever to enquire into paſt Meaſures, or to give au 
Advice about future. | ES 
But every one knows, and the noble Lord who ſpoke lil 
ſeemed to admit, that the Secrets of the Government may he 
as ſafely committed to a Committee of this Houſe, as to ay 
Committee of his Majeſty's Privy Council, or even as to one 
ſole Counſellor. His Lordſhip, however, ſtarted a new O 
jection, by ſaying, that we could not proceed either to a6 
viſe, cenſure, or juſtify, upon the Report of that Committee; 
nor would the Nation be fatisfied with any Juſtificatm 
founded upon ſuch a Report, becauſe the Lords Committea 
could report nothing but their Opinion, and their Opin 
could not be a Foundation upon which the other Lords d 
this Houſe, who had ſeen none of the Papers, could pn. 
ceed to adviſe, cenſure or juſtify, or if we proceeded toji 
tify, the Nation would not join with us, in placing an i 
plicit. Faith in the Opinion of the Lords Committees. 
This. J confeſs, my Lords, is ſomething new, hut it ſe;w 
to be founded upon a moſt obvious Miſtake z for ſurely 
are not to ſuppoſe, that if all the Papers relating to our att 
public Tranſactions were laid before a Committee of tl 
Houſe, that Committee would find no Facts worth reportinþ or 
but thoſe that are of a ſecret Nature, and ought not ther 
fore to be diſcovered. The Committee would certainly * 
port many Facts; they would prove thoſe Facts by wha an 
Papers, or by Extracts from ſuch as could not be whal v 
communicated; and they would give us their Opinion up 
the Whole. From thence every Lord of this Houſe, and! 
the Report were publiſhed, every Man without Doors mig tic 
judge for himſelf, and from his own Knowledge. We mi 
adviſe, we might cenſure, we might juſtify, and the Naum 
9 f ES ach oy woda! 
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inconteſtable Vouchers. But what are we now going to do? 


tive, that the Papers moved for contain moſt important Se- 
crets, only becauſe the Friends of our Miniſter ſay they do. 
This is really putting a more implicit Faith in our Miniſter, 
tl than the Roman Catholics put in the Pope; for, I think his 
Holineſs is himſelf obliged- to pronounce his infallible De- 


cd. crees. Will the Nation join with us in this? Will they not 
* join in ſay ing, that our Faith proceeds from ſomething elſe 
den i nan Conviction ? | TP 
* But ſuppoſe the Lords Committees ſhould report nothing 
hol but their Opinion, I ſhall not ſay; that upon their Opinion 
f it the Houſe conld proceed to condemn a Miaiſter ; but even 
ab WW vpon their Opinion we might proceed to adviſe his Majeſty, 
id FR regard to future Meaſures 3 we might proceed to juſtify 
be Conduct of our Miniſters ; we might even proceed to 
adviſe his Majeſty to remove ſome of them from his Coun- 
a cis. In this laſt; I am perſuaded the far greateſt Part of the 
Je Nation would join with us; and if the Opinion of the Com- 
WW mittee went in Favour of our late Conduct, I believe very 
| 0 few of thoſe, who oppoſe this Motion, would refuſe their 
| " Aſſent to that Opinion: Nay; if we made a right Choice of 
Lords Committees, 1 believe their Opinion would have great 
are weight with moſt People in the Nation. I could name 
ug {cycral Lords now in this Houſe, whoſe Characters are ſo 
OY well eſtabliſhed, that if, after a tri Enquiry and full In- 
* formation, they ſhould report, that they could find no Fault 
with any Part of our late Conduct, but that they could not 
dive their Reaſons, becauſe they depended upon Facts which 
du mutt not be diſcovered : I ſay, ſuch a Report from them 


would, I believe, gain Credit with the greateſt Part of the 


9 thoſe Clamours that are now fo loud and general. 
* For confirming what I ſay, I muſt obſerve, my Lords, 
b ys that one of the chief Complaints againſt the Conduct of the 


War, is, that Admiral Vernon either had not proper Orders, 
or that he was not provided with a proper Force for carry- 
ing thoſe Orders into Execution. That he had not a proper 
Force for attacking the Spaniards at Land, is publicly known, 
and muſt be admitted; but in Excuſe for this it is ſaid, we 


holf were in ſuch Danger at home, that we durſt not venture to 
gu {end any of our regular Troops out of the Kingdom at the 
od! Beginning of the War. Here then, are two Facts in Queſ- 
ne tion, whether Admiral Verner had proper Orders, and whe- 
i ther we were in any ſuch Danger ; and, I believe, -nine 


Tenths of the Kingdom are upon the negative Side of the 
1740. Z 2 2 2 | Queſtion 


| 
| 
. 
| 


We are going to reſolve, if this Queſtion paſſes in the Nega- 


Nation, and would very much contribute towards allaying 


„ald join with us in an Opinion they ſaw ſupported by ſuch Auno 14. Ces. li · 


1740. 
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Arne. Geo: Hh. Queſtion with regard to both. Now, if we ſhould-:appain 


1740. 


— au they could deſire to ſee, ſhould report barely their On | 


nion, that Admiral Vernon was furniſhed with proper Or. 
ders, and that the Government had certain. Advice of ſuck 
2 dangerous Inſurrection intended, that it would have been 
very imprudent to have ſent out any of our regular Troop, 
I am. convinced, that all the Friends io our preſent” happy 
Eftabliſhment would give Credit to this Report, aud would 
mie "Nh ceaſe their Complaints againſt this Part of ou 
-onduct. - 7 dh 
I have ſaid, my Lords, a dangerous Inſurrection intended; 
becauſe, unleſs our Government had certain Adviee of ſuch 
an Intention, they can plead no Excuſe for not -ſeuding y 


. ſufficient Land- Force along with, or ſoop after Admiral Jo 
von. Conſidering the weak Condition of Spain, and the bal 
Condition the naval Foree of Frauce was in at the Begin 


ning of this War, we could not have been in any Danger 
from a foreign Invaſion, even tho' we had ſent every Reg 
ment of Foot we had in the Kingdom to Americu: Wherey, 
if we had ſent but one third Part of them thither at the I 
inning. of the War, we might have forced Spain tos 
Carte blanche before this Time. Whether our Miniſters hal 
certain Advice of any fuch Inſurrection intended, I ſhall ag 
pretend to determine; but if they had not, I will ſay thy 
ought not to have allowed themſelves to be frightened fro 
,a vigorous Proſecution of the War in the moſt proper Place, 
: by any Threatenings of an Invaſion, either from France g 


Spain; and I think it is highly probable,” they had no. Ab 


vice of any ſaeh Inſurrection intended; for if they had ben 
informed of any ſuch Deſign, we ſhould certainly befar 
now have had the Habeas Corpus Act ſuſpended, and may 
Perſons of Note taken into Cuſtody. Therefore, if our 
niſters, or the Friends of our Miniſters, ſhould oppoſe u 
Enquiry into their Conduct, or, which is the fame Thi; 
. our having thoſe Materials before us that are neceſſary. fora 


Enquiry, I fhall be apt to ſuppoſe, the Oppeſition proceeh 


from a Conſciouſneſs of their Guilt, and not from the Du 
«ger of diſcovering the Secrets of Government, by bi 
any Papers before this Aſſembly. 905 4 

In the Caſe mentioned by the noble Lord, of his Me 
jeſty's having a ſecret Correſpondence with any of the Gb 
jects of Spain, which he is in Honeur obliged not to c- 
- municate to any, but thoſe he employs to make the pra 


Uſe of the Intelligence thereby received, I ſhall grant i 
would not be right in us to deſire, that ſuch a Correſpo 


dence ſhould be communicated to us; but this, my Lon 
| ; a 


8 


( ns | 


Majeſty ſhould, in his Anſwer to aur Addreſs, acquaint us 
with any ſuch Circumſtance, it would be our Duty to thank: 
bis Majeſty for his Care of the Public, and to defize, that-ſuch 
2 Correſpondence ſhould not be laid before this Aſſembly. 

From ſuch Arguments as theſe, his Lordſhip: concluded, 
that we never can addreſs for having all Papers laid before 
us relating to any fareign Affair, whilſt it is in Agitation; 
that is to ſay, we never can enquire into any ſueh Affair, 
whilſt our Enquiry can be of any Service to the Nation; 
for what ſignifies an Enquiry into an Affair after it is/paſt 
Remedy, or into the Conduct of a Miniſter after he is laid 
in his Grave? But this his Lordſhip ſaid could not hinder us 
giving a general Advice to the Crown, or cenfuring a Mi- 
viſter's Conduct, from Circumſtances publicly known, or 
from Facts that have accidentally come to Light. My Lords, 
as to Advice, 1 am ſure it can never be of any: Service to the 
Crown, if it can neuer be founded upen any thing but Cir- 
cumſtances publicly known. But as to Cenſure, 1 am afraid 
his Lordſhip's Argumentwill, upon the preſent Oceaſion, turn 
a very different Way from what he intended. From the ge- 
neral State of Things, from the Circumſtances that are 
publicly known, our Miniſter's Conduct muſt be condeomed : 
It is already cenſured by the whole Nation; it is laughed at 
by the whole World: We do not, therefere, want an En- 
quiry, in order to fiſh out an Accuſation againſt him; for 
from public Appearances his Conduct accuies itſelf ; hut it 
is from the Juſtice, the Lenity, and the Moderatian of this 
Houſe, that we defire an Enquiry, in order te fiſh out, if 
poſſible, an Excuſe for his Conduct. We want to enquire 
into ſecret Circumſtances, in order ta ſee if thoſe feeret Cir- 
cumſtances can any way atone: for public Appearances; and 
if the Miniſter prevents this Enquiry, under any Pretence 
whatſoever, I ſhall ſuppoſe, that the private Circumſtances 
of Affairs are as much. againſt him, as thoſe: that are pub» 
lic, and conſequently. I ſhall be for our proceeding to centure, 
without any previous Enquiry. | | 

I was really ſurprized to hear the, noble Lord fay, we 
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War. It would ſeem, as if his Lordſhip converſed with no 
Merchants; or if he did, they were-ſuch-as dealt. more in 
'Change-4lley, than upen the Royal Exchange. It was not 
poſſible for the Sparraxds to attack our Dominions; it was 
Wot polible for them to attack our Squadrons. ;. they could 
only attack our defenceleſs Merehant-Ships; and in that 
they have had ſuch ſurprizing Succeſs, that it would ſeem as 
k ticy had a Licence to. do ſo, How this * -_ 
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= 
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have met with no extraardinary Misfortunes during che 


0 Argument agzinſt che prefent Motion bectuſe; if his Amorg-Geot- 


1740. 
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| (896 -) 
Anno 14. Geo. II. Trade can be accounted for from the private Cifcumſtagtef 
1749. of Affairs, I do not know ; but I am ſure, it is impoſſible 
ys to account for it from thoſe Circumſtances that are Publicly | 
known; and as little can we from ſuch Circumſtances ae. 
count for our not ſending a proper Land-Force' to the %. 
Indies at the very Beginning of the War. Surely, it mul 
be allowed, that if we had ſent but one Third of the 
Troops we had then on Foot, to the Veſ-Indies at the Be- 
ginning of the War, we might have done a great deal more 
Damage to the Enemy, and might have reaped much great. 
er Advantages for ourſelves, than we have done; and 10 
thing, as I have ſaid, can excuſe our not having ſent ſuch; 
Body of Troops thither, as ſoon as we declared War, bit 
our Government's having had private Advice of a dan 

Inſurrection's being intended at home. Thus our Conduf 
of the War, both with regard to Offence and Defence 
ſtands condemned by all public Appearances, and ean be 
juſtified by nothing but private Circumſtances, which we 
now want to enquire into; and as we cannot do this without 
having the Papers now moved for before us, therefore, 1 
Friend to our Miniſters, if they are innocent, as a Friend u 
my Country, if they are guilty, I muſt be for agreeing 1 

what my noble Friend l | > 


Diviſion upon The Queſtion was then put, and paſſed in the Negatine 
the Queſtion, Contents 57: Not Contents 35. EE. 
| As ſoon as this Debate was over, Lord Bathurſt ſtood up, 
and ſpoke in Subſtance as follows, vix. ; 
Lord Bathurſt, My Lords, „ 
Notwithſtanding the bad Succeſs of my former Motion, 
ſhall venture to make you another, which, I hope, wil 
not appear to be liable to the ſame Objection. I cans 
leaſt ſay, that it does not appear ſo to me, tho', I confel 
I may probably be miſtaken ; for with regard to my f06 
mer Motion, I thought I had fully guarded againſt the O 
jection, which your Lordſhips have found ſufficient for throw 
ing it out. However, I ſhall lay before your Lordſhipsti 
Motion I have thought of, and then you may determins 
Moves for an whether you will agree to it or no: It is, in ſhort, this: I 
Addreſs that Ad- © reſolve, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Mb 
nm ""t jeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Diredon 
Lords of the Ad- that there be laid before this Houſe + Copies of all La 
miralty may be © ters written by Vice-Admiral Vernon to the Commiſſiona 
laid before the © for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral of Gr 
Houſe, Britain, or their Secretary, and to his Majeſty's principl 
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5 + Feb. 10. a like Motion was made by Mr, Sandys in the Houſ 
Commons, See Chand, Hiſt. Anno 14. Geo, II. P. 60, 


Cn} 2 
« Secretaries of State, from the Time of his failing from Annozg.Geo, II. 


g « England in the Year 1739, to the 24th of June laſt; and 1740. 

l | « alſo Copies of all Letters written by the ſaid Commiſſion- | 

* «© ers, or their Secretary, and the principal Secretaries of 

* « State, to the ſaid Vice-Admiral, within the ſaid Time.“ 

. My Reaſon for making you this Motion, my Lords, is, 

1 becauſe I have heard it confidently reported without doors, 

a. that Admiral Vernon has in his Letters frequently repreſented 
the weak Condition of the Spar; Forts and Settlements in 

" 2 ia ; and that if a few Land- Forces ſhould be ſent to 

a him, before the Enemy could find an Opportunity to pro- 

* vide, fortify, and ſtrengthen themſelves in that Part of the 

1 World, it would probably be in his Power to make ſuch 
important Conqueſts in America, as might ſoon oblige the 

1 Enemy to ſue for Peace : Beſides this, my Lords, I have 

n likewiſe heard it confidently. reported without doors, that 

. the ſame Admiral has frequently complained, not only of 


the want of naval Stores, Ammunition, and Proviſions, but 
alſo of the Badneſs of thoſe he carried along with him, or 
that were afterwards ſent to him ; and that theſe Complaints 
were often and long made, before Care was taken to fend 
him any proper Suppl. „ 

Theſe Reports, my Lords, are certainly ſuch as this Houſe 
ought to enquire into: If they are well founded, I am ſure, 
conſidering the great Army we had on Foot, and the large 
annual Supplies we have for many Years granted towards 
the Support and Repair of our Navy; I fay, my Lords, 
conſidering theſe Things, I am ſure ſomebody ought to be 
puniſhed, if it ſhould appear, that Admiral Vernon made 
any ſuch Complaints or Repreſentations: And if theſe Re- 
ports are without any Foundation, we ought to enquire into 
hem, in order to juſtify his Majeſty's Government in the 
Eyes of his People; for it is one of the greateſt Advantages 


. 


— 


2 our Sovereign reaps from our happy Conſtitution, that his 
o WJ Government cannot be miſrepreſented to the People, if he 
allows our Conſtitution to take its proper Effect; becauſe 
an impartial parliamentary Enquiry will always ſet the Peo- 
ple right, and convict the Malicious of Falſhood. We may 
cherefore depend on it, that when any Reports are ſpread to 
che Prejudice of the Adminiſtration, no Miniſter will ever 
ok adviſe his Maſter to obſtruct an impartial parliamentary En- 
La uiry, if his Conduct be blameleſs; and if it be otherwiſe, 
. 15 the Duty of this Houſe to ſet it in its true Light, before 
e Eyes of our Sovereign. = | 


This, my Lords, is not the firſt Time the Government, | 

as well as thoſe employ*d by the Government, have ſuffer'd 

by groundleſs Reports, It was confidently and generally 8 
| n 


322 
"8. 


S 


Annorg.Geo, I. parted, and for many Years believed, that Sir Came 
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attack'd and deſtroyed the Spani/s Fleet in 1718, -withog 


any Inſtructions from hence, and without making the le 


Intimation of his Deſign to the Court of Spain. No Ma 
doubted of our having a Right to attack that Fleet, beck 
it was ſent to attack one of our beſt Allies ; but every Ma 
aid, it was wrong in the Admiral to attack it without pry. 
per Orders for that Purpoſe ; and every Man ſaid, ityy 
wrong to give ſuch Orders, without farit requiring the Cour 
of Spaiz to deſiſt, and declaring to them, that we would u 
tack them, if they e in their Deſign. Thus, bog 
the Government and Sir George Byng lay under a heavy ln. 
putation of Guilt, till very lately that the Affair has ben 
cleared up by publiting his Orders, and the Steps he tak 
for giving Notice of them to the Court of Spain frog 
whence it appears, that he had expreſs Orders. for why 
he did, that theſe Orders were duly intimated to. the Cour 
of Spain, and that in this whole Affair at leaſt (Whatem 
may be ſaid of our —_— Negotiations for giving Siuh 
to the Emperor, without reſerving the Right of Reveriq, 
veſted by the Treaty of Uzrrecht in the Crown of Spain) 
did nothing but what was right, nothing but what wg 
conſiſtent with the niceſt Punctilio of Honour, with regat 
to Spain, and nothing but what we were in Honour: oblige 
to do, with regard to the Emperor. I wiſh the ſame dot 
of Conduct had been purſued till this Time: If it had, ng 
ther the Affairs of this Nation, nor the Affairs of Za 
would have been in the melancholy Poſture they are nor 
in; but as a new Planet ſoon after began to get the A 
dant in all our Councils, and to fpread its malign Influag 
over the whole Scheme of our Politics, we then began toly 
down different Maxims, and, to the Ruin of this Nati 

to the Confuſion of Exrope, theſe Maxims have ever ſince ban 
- purſued. Ta Rn | 28 i 
T This, my Lords, was the true Reaſon that prevailed il 
a Majority of this Houſe to refuſe calling for Sir Guy 
Byag's Inſtructions in December 1721. A Part of this Houk 
of which I glory in having been one, were W 
Inſtructions laid before us, in order either to juſtify. Jus ln 
Majeſty's Government, or to puniſh thoſe that had been gup 
ty of what was then thought to have been a moſt raſh, f 
moſt diſhonourable, and moſt pernicious Step, either in i 
Admiral, or in thoſe that gave him his Inſtructions :. But 
the Influence of our governing Planet, we had then lai 
down the Maxim fo invariably purſued ever ſince, of {ain 
for Peace inſtead of doing what was proper to command i 
and of cultivating a Friendſhip with the Houſe of * 
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of Auſtria. ; ; | . = 
In Purſuance of this Maxim, my Lords, we had, the 
Summer before, concluded a ſeparate Peace with Spain, 
without taking the leuſt Notice of our Ally the Emperor, and 
at the ſame time a defenſive Alliance with France and Spain, 
which could be deſigned againſt none but the Emperor. But 
what was worſt of all, by our Treaty of Peace with Spain, 
we had owned our having been in the wrong, by promiſing 


Year 1718 3 and therefore it was neceſſary for our new Mi- 
niſter, who, I muſt ſappoſe, had adviſed our ſuing for this 
Peace, and agreeing' to this Article, to continue the Nation 
in a Belief, that ſomething wrong and diſhonourable, with 


we had been led into that Meaſure” by the Artifice of the 


then laid before this Houſe, the contrary would have ap- 
peared ; and in that Cafe the whole Nation, as well as this 
Houſe, muſt have condemned the two Treaties I have men- 
tioned, which- would have tumbled our new Miniſter head- 
ong from his Seat, before he had had Time to fix himſelf 
in the Sadd;e. For this Reaſon: he prevailed, by I do not 
now what Means, with a Majority of this Houſe, to put 
a Neg:tive upon that Motion, though no Negative had 
ver before been put upon any ſuch Motion in this Houſe, 
hich, I mult obſerve, is expreſsly taken notice of in a 
Proteſt entered upon your Journals at that Time; and as 
hat Proteit was ſigned by the Lords Cozuper and Trewor, 
rho muſt be allowed to have been good Judges of our Con- 
itution, and expreſsly mentions the Journals to have been 
arched for that very Purpoſe, I muſt ſuppoſe, it was the 
ery firſt Time that ever ſuch a Queſtion had been carried in 
he Negative. | | | | | | | 
Theie, my Lords, are the Reaſons which have induced 


liable to the Objection that was made againſt the former. 
am ſure it cannot be ſaid, that by this Motion any Secrets 
ill be diſcovered, that are known only to his Majeſty and 
r. Vernon. Bat if your Lordſhips ſhould ſuppoſe, that 
dme of theſe Letters, or ſome Parts of ſome of rex may 
late to Deſigns yet remaining to be executed, and that 
would be dangerous to lay them before this Houſe, leſt 
ſhould occaſion a Diſcovery, you may add to this Motion 
e ſame Exception I added to my former; and in that 
aſe, I think it impoſſible for the moſt fruitful Invention to 
nd any reaſcnable Objection to it; therefore, I hope 1 
1740. 4 A ſhall 


X 1 FSS. KNA 


5 


to reſtore all the Ships we had taken from them in the 


regard to Hain, had been done in the Year 1718, and that 


Court of Vienna. If Sir George Byng's Inſtructions had been 


2 the Expence, and even to the Deſtruction of the Houſe Anno 14. Geo. I. 


1740. 
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ne to make you this ſecond Motion, and I cannot think it 
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| Anno 14 · Geo. II. ſhall have better Luck upon this Occaſion, than T had with 
| 1740 regard to my laſt Motion, 1 YA 
| — Lord Chancellor. bas... 
. Debate thereon. My Lords, | 1 9 
. Lord Chancel- I am ſorry I differ ſo widely from the noble Lord, a I 
. lor. do with regard to both his Motions. The laſt I gave ny 
1 Negative to, becauſe I thought the Addreſs thereby  prope- 
uw: ſed, was ſuch a one as his Majeſty could not comply wich; 
1 and I ſhall never be for this Houſe's going with a Regel 
1 of any Sort to the King, when it appears upon the ven 
af Face of it, to be ſuch a one as his Majeſty muſt 
1 refuſe to grant. My Cp of this ſecond Motion is the 
3 very ſame; and [I think it is hardly poſſible to ſhew ay 
. material Difference een the two Motions. If it would 
= have been of dangerous Conſequence to have had all Mr, Vin. | 
40 non's Inſtructions laid before us, which your Lordſhips were 
i of Opinion it would, certainly it would be equally dange | 
«$0 rous to have all his Letters laid before us; becauſe the Le 
# bf | ters from and to him, or at leaſt many of them, muſt 6 
1 late to his Inſtructions, and muſt contain ſeveral Explanati : 
1130 ons, or perhaps Alterations, and Additions to them; $ j 
1 that if it be of dangerous Conſequence to have his Inſtrudl | 
. ons laid before this Aſſembly, leſt the Secrets of our Govers f 
3 ment ſhould be thereby diſcovered to our Enemies, it mul, ö 
1 1 for the ſame Reaſon, be equally dangerous to have his Let n 
„ ters laid before us; and conſequently, every Lord who 1 
ph 1 gave his Negative to the laſt Queſtion, muſt, in my Opinio, | 
| give his Negative to this. n 
1 I hope, my Lords, it will not be queſtioned, that I WW . 
|. _ much for vindicating his Majeſty's Government againſt all u- 4 
'| i licious Aſperſions, as any Lord in this Houſe, or as any Ma 5 
nt in the Kingdom; but I ſhall never be for vindicating his l. e. 
Fi jeſty's Government by endangering his Majeſty's Government 
for, I think it is much better that the Conduct of the Ab 4 
miniſtration ſhould for a while labour under ſome graundls 1 
Calumnies, than that the Safety of the Nation ſhould g at 
brought into Danger, or the Succeſs either of our Neg. » 
tions or Arms prevented, by endeavouring to remove ſud "a 
Calumnies. The noble Lord himſelf ſhewed, by the I 6x 
ample he brought, how groundleſsly the Government n co 
be aſperſed by ignorant or malicious Men. There neves wa, _ 
I believe, a Meaſure more generally exclaimed  againſ by po 
the People of this Nation, there never was a Meaſure mm ed 
maliciouſly aſperſed and miſrepreſented by the Enemies of WIG EN 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, than our attacking the Spaniſh Hu an. 
in the Year 1718; and yet, we find, our Miniſters thougWB8 the 
Proper to leave the Government expoſed to theſe — | 


we 
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tations, rather than juſtify it by laying Sir George Byng's In- Anno 14. Geo. II. 
ſtructions before this Aſſembly. Thei: Motive this could W 2 
not proceed from what the noble Lord has been pleaſed to aſ- 
ſign; becauſe, though the famous South - Sea Scheme had occa- 
ſioned ſome Changes, yet ſeveral of thoſe very Lords continued 
then in the Adminiſtration, that had been in it,and had adviſed 
that Meafure in the Year 1718 ; and we cannotſuppoſe, that 
theſe Lords would have joined in refuſing to call for Sir 
George Byng's Inſtructions, if there had been no other Mo- 
tive for that Refuſal, but that which the noble Lord has 
been pleaſed to aſſign. The true Motive certainly was, they 
thought it was inconſiſtent with the public Good, to have 
thoſe Inſtructions publiſhed at that Time, and therefore they 
refuſed to addrefs his Majefty for what 'they knew it was 
not proper he ſhould comply with. | 

This, my Lords, I am convinced, was the true Reaſon 
for a Negative's being — uu that Queſtion ; and if there 
was no Precedent for that ative, I believe, it was be- 
cauſe there was no Precedent for fuch a Motion. The Cafe 
relating to Sir George Rook and Sir Chudefly Shovel, menti- 
oned in the Proteſt upon that Occaſion, was no Precedent 
for that Motion ; becauſe in that Caſe the Motion was only 
for the Orders given to theſe two Admirals, which, as a 
noble Lord has ſhewn in the former Debate, are very diffe- 
rent from Inſtructions; the former being ſigned by the Com- 
miſſioners of the Admiralty only, whereas the latter are 
4 by the King; and it often happens, that an Admi- 

's Orders may without Danger be made public, when 
his Inſtructions cannot. Therefore, I think, we cannot 
upon this Occaſion follow a better Precedent than that in 
1721 ; for it muſt be allowed, that the Caſe is much ſtrong- 
er now than it was at that Time. The Houſe may with 
gre:t Reaſon ſuppoſe, that it would now be more 44 
rous, and of much worſe Conſequence, to diſcover the In- 
ſtructions given to Mr. Vernon, than it could have been 
at that Time, to diſcover the Inſtructions given to Admiral 
Byng ; and if we ſuppoſe, it would be of bad Conſequence 
to diſcover the Inſtructions given to Admiral Vernon, we 
muſt ſuppoſe it would be of equal bad Conſequence to dif- 
cover the Letters that relate to thoſe Inſtructions, which 
moſt of the Letters to and from that Admiral muſt be ſup- 
poſed to do. Nor would the Exception ＋ to be add- 
ed by the noble Lord, any way mend the Matter; for this 
Exception, as in the former Caſe, would make the Letters 
and Paragraphs laid before you ſo incoherent and confuſed, 


that no Man could make any thing of them. 
ö "2 
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| Anno 14. Geo. II. Thus your Lordſhips muſt ſee, that it would be very in. 
1740. proper for us to agree to the noble Lord's Motion as it 
ſtands, or as he has propoſed to amend it; but as I am fir 
giving that noble Lord, and every Lord of this Houle, a 
much Satisfaction as poſſible, if he will agree to the adding 
of ſome few reſtraining Words, I believe his Motion may 
be fafely complied with. He . ſays, it has been r 
without Doors, that Admiral Vernon has often deſired 
plies of Ships, Men, naval Stores, and other N 
and that the ſending of any ſuch has been neglected or long 
delayed, after he had in his Letters complained of- the Want 
of them. This is, indeed, a heavy Charge againſt the Ad- 
miniſtration, and as the communicating to this Houſe the 
Letters to and from him, relating to theſe Particulars, can. 
not, I think, be of any bad Conſequence to the Publiz 
therefore this Charge may, I think, be ſafely removed, and 
the Conduct of the Adminiſtration vindicated. For thi 
Reaſon, I muſt beg Leave to propoſe the adding, by W 
Moves for an A. Of Amendment to the noble Lord's Motion, theſe Words: 
mendment, ** So far as ſuch Letters relate to any Supplies of Ship, an. 
„ Men, Stores, Ammunition, Proviſions, or other Neceſl 
& ries.” And if your Lordſhips agree to this Amendment, 
I ſhall then be for agreeing to the noble Lord's Motion, 
which, I hope, will give him ſome Satisfaction, tho per. 
haps not all the Satisfaction he deſires. | 
Duke of Argyle. 
: My Lor ds, | ; f 3 
Duke of Arcyle, I do not riſe up to repeat any of the Arguments made 
uſe of in Favour of the former Motion, or to anſwer ay 
of the Objections made to it; but as ſomething new hs 
been ſtarted in this Debate, I hope, your Lordſhips will w 
dulge me in making a ſhort Reply to what has been faid 
by the learned and noble Lord who ſpoke laſt. a 12s 
the Whole of what he ſaid upon this new Queſtion, 
ſeemed to look upon it as admitted, that nothing that rt: 
quired the leaſt Secrecy could be ſafely communicated to ths Wn 
Houſe. From hence your Lordſhips may ſee, how cautiow 
you ought to be of doing any Thing that may tend towarl 
eſtabliſhing this as a Maxim of our Government; for if tw ik 
ſhould ever come to pais, you'll have leis Confidence fron 
our Sovereign, you'll be treated in a more contemptible Wn: 
8 by his Miniſter, than the Writer of the London 68. 
zettee, An Affair of State may be communicated by Way d 
Hint to a Gazetteer, it may be known to all our News- Wi. 
ters, but the auguſt Houſe of Peers will be thought unwor 
thy of being truſted with the Secret. If you ſhould er 
allow yourlelyes to be treated in ſo contemptible a Mk 
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ſpet from the People? Can you be of any Service to your 


Country by enquiring ? n 

My Lords, the making uſe of this Argument upon any 
Occaſion, is, in my Opinion, the higheſt Indignity that can 
he offered to this Aſſembly ; and therefore I muſt ſay, I am 
forry to ſee it received with Patience. I cannot pretend to 
any great Learning in your Journals; but, I am perſuaded, 
many Examples may be found, where Papers of the moſt 
ſecret Nature, and of the higheſt Importance, have been 
communicated to this Houſe, when called for; nay, I have 
good Reaſon to believe, that ſach Motions were always 
agreed to by the Houſe, till the Year 17213 becauſe I find 
among the Proteſts of. that Year, a Proteſt entered againſt 
the Negative then put upon a Motion for laying before this 
Houſe the Inſtructions given to a noble Lord I have in my 

ye, as his Majeſty's Miniſter or Plenipotentiary to the 
Crown of Sweden, or any other of the Northern Crowns; 
and that Negative is there ſaid to be the firſt Inſtance to be 
ound in our Journals, where Lords have moyed for a Sight 


„ ot Instructions of any Kind, and have not been ſupported by 
„ che Houſe in that Motion. | 
1 The Year 1721, I muſt therefore, my Lords, look on, 


as the fatal Era of this modern Maxim; which, I confeſs, 


onduct of the Houſe, ever ſince that Time. In the ſame 
ear a Negative was put upon a Motion for laying the new 
reity with Spain before this Aſſembly ; and in the ſame 
ear a Negative was put upon the Motion for Sir George 
31's Inſtructions, as has been already mentioned: For this 
alt Negative, the noble Lord who moved you this Queſtion, 
aas, in my Opinion, given you what was very ae pus 4 
ae true Reaſon. I ſhall grant, that there were ſeveral Lords 
it that Time in the Service of the Crown, who had been 
n that Service, and ſome of them perhaps in the Admini- 
tration, in the Year 1718; but we are not to ſuppoſe, 
hat every Lord that is in the Service of the Crown, is 
ikewiſe in the Adminiſtration of the Government; for a Lord 
ay be in a very high Office under the Crown, and yet 
now nothing of what is doing in his Majeſty's Councils: 
Theſe very Inſtructions to Mr. Vernon, which are now ſaid 
o contain Secrets of ſuch high Importance, were made 
own, I believe, to very few of his Majeſty's great Offi» 
ers of State; at leaſt I can-anſwer for myſelf, that I never 
aw them; and yet I was at that Time Commander in 
lief of his Majeſty's Forces, and one of his Cabinet Coun- 
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King by adviſing? Can you be of any Service to your 


has been as inviolably, as imprudently admitted by the 


by any Miniſter, can you from thenceſorth-look for any Re- Anno t. Ge. 
1740. 


Anno 14. Geo. II. cil. But your Lordſhips muſt obſerve, that we have vw 


gave them an Opinion, that they might ſafely treat wi 
any M:nner they pleaſed. If chat Treaty had been ah 
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two Cabinet Councils in this Kingdom; his by 
one, and the Miniſter has another; and I am afraid it on 
happens, that his Majeſty's Cabinet Council knows little 0 
nothing of what is doing, or intended to be done. 
This, my Lords, was perhaps the Caſe in the Year 172 
and if it was, we are not to ſuppoſe, that every Lord tha 
in any high Office under the Crown, was made _—_ 
with the true Reaſon for putting a 4 Mp 
tion: They knew it was reſolved on by the King's pring. 
pal Favourite, that a Negative ſhould be put upon the My 
tion; and as they thought it a Matter of no great M 
they choſe rather to be paſſive in the Affair, than to c 
to an open Breach with their Sovereign, which every fait 
ful Subject will avoid as much as poſſible ; becauſe, % 
little Compliance in Matters of ſmall Moment, he may 
terwards be able to reſcue his N out of the Hr 
evil Counſellors, or prevent his being led by them into may 
pernicious Meaſures. Whether any of thoſe who ee 
the Adminiſtration in the Year 1718, concurred in this Ns 
gative in 1721, I do not remember; but if they di, 
could not proceed from their believing, that the communi 
cating of Sir George Byng's Inſtructions to this Houle woul 
be of any dangerous ſequence to the Nation. The 
Inſtructions are now publiſhed, together with an authents 
Account of that whole Affair; and I defy the moſt arthle 
the moſt conſummate Politician in this Houſe, or any othe 
Aſſembly, to ſhew how it could have been of any bad C 
ſequence to the Nation, to have publiſhed them in the Ye 
1721. | es 
f eir Publication at that Time, my Lords, might 
bably have been a moſt ſignal Benefit to the Nation; becu 
it would have opened Peoples Eyes, and might have mak 
both Houſes of Parliament join in condemning that T lin 
with Spain, which I look on as the ſole Cauſe of all the Wn 
ſults we have ſince met with from that infolent Nami: 
becauſe our unaccountable Fondneſs for Peace at that Tims 


demned by both Houſes of Parliament, I believe, it will 
allowed, that the Miniſter who was the principal Adviſer! 
it, would. have been in great Danger; therefore we 1 
reaſonably ſuppoſe, that it was at that Time, as it has ol... 
been firce, not the Danger the Nation might be expoſed : 
but the Danger the Miniſter might be expoſed to, that i 
the Occafion of a Negative's being put on the Motion 
having Sir George Byng's Inſtructions laid before this * 
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was becauſe they hoped, by temporizing a little, to be able. 
to get their Sovereign out of that pernicious Train of Poli- 
tics he had been led into by his new Miniſter. | 

To excuſe the Negative then put upon that Motion, and 


taken, in this and the former Debate, to make a Diſtinction 
between Orders and Inſtructions; and it has been ſaid, that 
in 1694, the Motion was for Orders only. My Lords, I 
have not examined that Journal, and therefore from my own 
Knowledge cannot ſay, whether it was ſo or not; but the 
Diſtinction is, I think, unworthy of this Houfe : It might 
perhaps paſs well enough in the Courts below, where 
wrangling about Words is generally the chief Part of the 
Argument; but in this Houſe, I hope, it will never be in- 
dulged. Whatever Difference there may be in the Forms 
of iſſuing or ſigning Orders and Inſtructions, they are in 
Effect the ſame: They both equally relate to the Expedi- 
jon upon which the Admiral is ſent, and both muſt be 
qually obeyed : If either Houfe of Parliament were to en- 
zuire into the Conduct of a naval Expedition, and ſhould 
addreſs for the Orders given to the commanding Officer, I 
ſhould look on it as a pettyfogging Sort of Advice, if any 
dne were to adviſe his Majeſty, that in purſuance of that 
Addreſs, he was to lay nothing but the Orders before Par- 
lament, which are uſually conceived in very general Terms, 
nd refer to the Inſtructions for more particular Directions 3 
ind therefore no Man that is not of a wrangling Sort of 
Diſpoſition, would ſuppoſe, that the Parliament did not 
nean by ſuch an Addreſs to have all Sorts of Orders laid 
defore them, whether they were fuch as by the little 
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Lieerks of the Office are properly called Orders, or ſuch as 
e by them properly called Inſtructions. 
“vat, my Lords, I am no ſuch Slave to Precedents as to 
ink, that we can take no Step unleſs there be a Precedent for 
. or that we may do whatever our Anceſtors have furniſhed 
os with a Precedent for doing. I ſhall always be for mak - 
g ſome Uſe of my own Underſtanding, and if upon ma- 
re Deliberation I think any Step right, I ſhall be for it, 
warranted by no Precedent: If 1 think it wrong, E 
L My againſt it, tho warranted by an endleſs String of 
"IF *<cedents. That we have a Right in this Houſe to adviſe 
4 ie Crown, that we have a Right to enquire into the 
onduct of Miniſters, as well to prevent Miſchief as to 


12 


puniſh it, is admitted; that we can in moſt Caſes do nei- 


ment laid before the Houſe, or before a ſecret Com- 
| mittee, 


= 


o get free of the Precedent in 1694, great Pains have been 


zer, without having the moſt important Secrets of Go- | 


1nd if any of the old Miniſters joined in that Negative, it Annonce. Oe. TI. 


1740 


6 540) 


1 Geo. II. mittee, is indiſputable; and therefore I fflall always OY 


the Maxim, that no Papers ſuppoſed to contain any Secret 


Government ought to be addreſſed for by this Houſe. 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, I think, there is no Occafin 


" fo6-the Amaidihene propoſed by the noble Lord that ſpoke 


laſt: I think it inconſiſtent with the Dignity of this Hoden 
agree to it. It is not the Miſconduct of little Underling i 

Office-we are to enquire into and puniſh in this Houſe; [tj 
the Miſconduct of chief Miniſters. Whereas, if we agree 
this Motion, with the Amendment propoſed, it will be 
ſtanding Teſtimony _ our Journals, that chief Miniſen 
are too Sigh for this Houſe to meddle with; and if we ſhaul 


ever begin to think ſo, we can then only detect the Negl- 


gence or Corruption of inferior Officers, but the 
Errors of chief Miniſters muſt remain concealed, till fone 
terrible Misfortune or general Diſtreſs involves them in the 
common Ruin of their Country. 

My Lords, it is generally ſuggeſted, and, I believe, aj 
is ſome Truth in it, that Mr, Vernon has in ſome of his Let: 


ters complained of our Conduct in general, ever fince th 
War commenced, and that he has given his Reafons for that 


Complaints. As he is in, as he is well acquainted: with tht 
Country. where the War ought to have been moſt vi 
Puſhed, thoſe Letters are abſolutely neceſſary for our Ia 
mation: We muſt have them before us, if we reſolve tod 
what the whole Nation, I may fay the whole World, « 
from us. Theſe Letters will, I am perſuaded, jul 


. Mor which was made, but diſagreed to, at the Enddt 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament, when we had the State of the " 
tion under our Conſideration therefore, I muſt be a 
the Amendment, for if it ſhould be agreed to, I ſhall, 0 
Sake of the Honour of this Houſe, be againſt the Motion. 


The Queſtion was then put, and the Motion carried with 
the Lord Chancellor's Amendment. 

Theſe two Motions of the Lord Bathurſt's produced 0 
— Proteſts, viz. 

To the Negative put upon the firſt. Diſentient, 4 
1. Becauſe we conceive, that the calling for all Inſtrudtio 
given to Generals and Admirals, is not only proper and pn 
cedented, but is alſo a neceſſary Step towards the Exertion® 
our Privilege, as hereditary Counſellors for adviſing 
Crown, which Privilege can be properly exerciſed onlyil 
Matters depending. And, if from pretended Apprehenko 


of unſeaſonable Dikoveries, Inſtructions are to be kept ſel 


from this Houſe, till after they have had their Effect, tl 
TEE or Guilt of the Meaſures of an Adminiſtrans 


8 


A. SS 
will appear probably too. late to puniſh the Offenders, but Annorg.Geo. II. 1 
jeans . late to prevent the Miſchief. *. IRS,” x 

2. Becauſe we do not find any Negative put upon Motions _ 
for Inſtructions before the Year 1721; from which Time, 
indeed, Inſtructions began to be of ſuch a Nature, that. we 
do not wonder their Authors deſired to conceal them. The 
Inſtructions by which our Fleet lay in ſhameful Inaction before 
Gibraltar, when beſieg d, and ſuffered. the Enemy's Ships 
to bring Ammunition and Proviſions to their Army, and 
thoſe by which three Admirals, about thirty Caprains, a- 
bove one hundred Lieutenants, and four thouſand private 
Seamen, periſhed moſt" ingloriouſly at the Ba/zmentos, cre- 
ate, as we conceive, a. juſt Suſpicion of all ſubſequent, In- 
ſtructions flowing from the ſame Source, and, in our Opi- 
nion, evince the Neceſſity of the ſtricteſt Enquiry, and moſt 
ample Informations in this important Conjuncture. 

3. Becauſe the Motion under the Limitations which ac- 
companied it, was not even liable, as we apprehended, te 
the modern Objection of _— improper Diſcoveries of 
future Deſigns ; and it is impoſſible to conceive, that When 
Admiral Vernon ſailed from hence with, ſo ſmall a Force as 
five Ships only, and before the long : wiſn d- for Declaxation 
of War, that his Inſtructions could contain any thing more 
than Orders for Repriſals: Since, e inſufficient 
Force, any Orders to attempt even what he ſo happily and 
unexpectedly executed, would have been contrary to the 
Genius, and inconſiſtent with the too long-experienced pa- 
cine Diſpoſition of the Adminiſtration” = 

4. Becauſe, that as the Weft-Ingies were allowed by. all 
Lords in the Debate to be the proper Scene of Action, w 
think it our Duty more particularly to attend to the Conduc 
of the Adminiſtration in thoſe Parts; eſpecially fince, from the 

ime of the Declaration of, War, till very lately, that im- 
portant Scene of Action ſeems 4 een nęglected or for- 
got; while, as we apprehend, the ſlighteſt Alarms have been 
fondly credited as Reaſons. for keeping our numerous Forces 
it home, to the Oppreſſion of the People; whereas a ſmall 
roportion of them, timely employed in the Vest: Indies, a- 


e 
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inst a then unprepared and unprovided Enemy, might pro- 
oeh have enabled Vice-admiral Vernon to have brought this 
u e and neceſſary War to a ſpeedy. and happy Concluſion. 
& 5. Becauſe we apprehend that. the Denial of. theſe neceſ- 
ier Lights in the firſt Step of the Enquiiry,. not only caſts. a 
7 Damp upon the Enquiry itſelf, but muſt alſo leſſen the 


eight of any Reſolutions that may be taken in the Courſe 
fit. The Nation that ſo unanimouſly expects and calls for 
1 Enquiry into a Conduct, which at beſt ſeems to them un- 
1740, 4 B agconnt· 


Anno 14. Geo. II. accountable, if not blameable, will be confirmed in what. 
1749- ever Suſpicions they might entertain, when the Lights necel. : 
. ſary to remove thoſe, Suipicions are denied; and ſhould we 
come to any Vote of Approbation, ſuch a Vote may pe. 
haps be miſconſtrued to be an influenced Complaiſance to the 
Adminiſtration, the dictated Reſult of a pretended E uiry 
founded only upon imperfe&t Facts, and partial Repreſen- 
tations, 1 ; . : 
| Bathurſt, Cheſterfield, Carliſle, Bridgwater, Midaletn, 
Aßlegford, Willoushby de Brooke, Thanet, Denhigi, 
BBriſtol, Greenwich, Weflmoreland, Shaftſbury, Cuban, 
Hawerſham, Talbot, Litchfield, Hallifax, Gower, 


To the Amendment made to the ſecond: 


| Diſſentient. c 5 WAVES 
Another en the Becauſe we conceive thoſe reſtrictive Words will prevent 
Amndme:: the Houſe from receiving that Information which we think 


made tothe ſe abſolutely neceſſary : For if Vice-Admiral Vernon, in any of 
| cond, his Letters, has given ic as his Opinion (as it is generally be- 
| lieved he has) that with a moderate Number of Land-Forces 
i he could hive made ſuch important Conqueſts in Americ, 
| as would have brought our Enemies before this Time to ſue 
for Peace, this Houie had, as we apprehend, a Right to ie 
ſuch Letters, without which, we conceive, this Enquiry can 
only tend co detect the Negligence or Corruption of inferior 
Officers, and the capital Errors of the Miniſters themlelve 
may remain concealed. rs 
Signed as before 


— PP Y mom * 1 


December 8. The Earl of Saudavich ſtood up, and ſpoke to 
the following Effect. | 

| My Lords, 3 

Altho' I cannot pretend to great Experience, yet if 

know any Thing of the Conſtitution of our Government, 

when ſrom all Circumſtances that are publicly known, there 
ſeems to have been an Error or Neglect in the Conduct of 
public Affairs, it is the Duty of this Houſe to make ſome 
Enquir; into that Error or Neglect, in order to give Advice 
to our Sovereign, and Satisfaction to our Country. That 
Conduct may, upon a full Information, appear to be right, 
but if at firſt View it appears to be wrong, every Lord in this 
Houſe who is not let into the Secret of Affairs, has a Right 
to deſire Satisfaction; and if it be ſuch as is generally com- 
plained of, he is in Duty bound to deſire an Explanation 
when it can be had without doing a manifeſt Injury to ut 
Public. This is my Way of thinking, and therefore I hox 
& you + x A ; g : A 1 1 a | | you; 


Earl of Sangrvich, 
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mould be thought improper. 


ſolred on, and above a Vear ſince War was declared againſt 
Hain: When the Repriſals were iſſued, every Man in the 
Kingdom foreſaw, except thoſe who ſhould have foreſeen, that 
a declared War would be the Conſequence of thoſe Repriſals; 
and therefore every Man in the Kingdom, except the Per- 
ſons concerned in our Adminiſtration, condemned that Method 
of beginning Hoſtilities, "Even tho? we had ſuppoſed, that a 
declared War would not be the certain Conſequence, yet 
conſidering the Nature of our Quarrel with pain, the Me 
thod of Repriſals was the moſt improper we could take for 
obtaining Redreſs, When a Nation has been no way injured, 
but in its Property, or in the Property of its Subjects, Re- 
priſals may then be ſufficient for obtaining Reparation ; but 


not only invaded, but expreſsly denied, an immediate Decla- 
ration of War is the only proper Remedy. In ſuch a Caſe, 
to think of contenting ourſelves with Reprifals only, was but 
a new Pattern of that irreſolute Conduct, of which we have 
of late Years given ſo many and ſuch deſtructive Examples. 
As Repriſals were not a proper Method for puting an End 
to ſuch a Conteſt; and as we might have foreſeen; that the 
certain Conſequence of Repriſals would be.a War, we 
ſhould, in my Opinion, have begun Hoſtilities by a Declara- 
tion of War, and that Declaration of War ſhould have been 
attended with immediate and vigorous Attacks upon the 
Enemy in every Part of their Dominions, where we could 
either hurt them, or gain any Advantage to ourſelves'; for 
as we are a trading Nation, our Trade muſt ſuffer by every 
War we can be enaged in, and therefore we ought to begin 
and proſecute every. War with the utmoſt Vigour, in order to 
put an End to it with the utmoſt Diſpatch. The Right we 
are now contending for, is of the utmoſt Conſequence to us : 
t is a Right without which this Nation cannot long remain 
in its preſent Splendor and Power; and therefore I hope we 
ill ſoon be able to eſtabliſh it, by obliging the Enemy to 
acknowledge it in the moſt expreſs Terms, and not as uſual, 


- by a general Confirmation of former Treaties ; but if by a 
15 languid Proſecution of the War, we ſhould not be able to 
- accomplifh this juſt and deſirable End, in a ſhort Term of 


Years, even this Right which is now ſo valuable, may come 
to be of very little Conſequence ; for after we have entirely 
loft our Trade and Navigation, a Freedom of Trade and 
Navigation will not be ſo valuable as it is at preſent ; and if 
we conſider the preſent Circumſtances of Europe, if we con- 


door Lordſhips will excuſe me, if the Motion I am to make, 4 


It is now above a Year and a Half fince Repriſals were re- N 


when a Nation has been inſulted, and its moſt valuable Rights 


1740. 4B 2 ſider, 


nno 14. Geo. II. 


1740. 


Ang. Geo. Il. ſider, that all our Rivals in Trade are in profound Trangquilli i 
1740. andat Liberty to purſue their I rade without Interruptiom xi 
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and in all Sorts of Goods; and conſequently, in this War h 
our Trade in general, as well as particular Merchants, mult n 
ſuffer by the Captures we lie expoſed to. Ko al 
If this, my Lords, had been duly conſidered by thoſe, br 
whoſe Duty it was to conſider it, ſurely the War would have cc 
been begun in a different Method; at leaſt, after it was de- 0 
clared, it would have been proſecuted in a different Manner, W 
1 ſhall fay nothing of what has been done, or rather what ey 
has not been done in the Ve- Indies: As that Matter has al 00 
ready been fully explained in a former Debate, I ſhall nov WW: 
confine myſelf entirely to the Spani/» Dominions in Burm, dj 
where, I think, we might have done much greater Hur ts WW: 
the Enemy than we have done, or ſo much as attempted to do 
Are the Spaniards invulnerable in Oli Spain? Is it impoſſible er 
L burn a Ship in any of their Harbours ? Is it impoſſible to land ] 
and kill a Chicken, or ſack a Country Village upon any Pat I 
of their Coaſt ? From our Conduct in the War, one would 
really be apt to think ſo, if the contrary were not notorioub WM" 
ly known. There are very few Harbours in Spain, if any, th 
which we might not have entered, and burnt every Ship it 
the Harbour; and with regard to their Sea-Coaſts, except WW" 
Juſt in the Neighbourhood of their fortified Towns or Camps, Set 
we might have landed wherever we had pleaſed, and mi 
have plundered and laid waſte the Country for ſeveral 
together, before they could have brought a ſuperior Forces WW 
gainſt us. I ſhall not fay, that the Nation, or that our vu 
Troops could have got any immediate Advantage 'by eh 
Attempts ; but by ſo doing, we might have ſo hurt theEe 
my, and haraſſed their Country, as would have made tet Jp: 
ſoon tired of the War; and this in its Conſequences u 
have been a great Advantage to the Nation, by bringing tie nh 
War to a ſpeedy, as well as honourable Concluſion, © nf 
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Inſtead of this, ped what — done ? * 14. Ceoll. 
been at the nce of keeping a ron upon the Coaſts 1740. 
of Spain — — and for ſome Time before the War be. 
but that Squadron has all along remained in a moſt un- 
accountable State of Inaction. In my Opinion, it has rather 
ſerved to protect than injure the Enemy; for as ſoon as we 
iſued Orders for Repriſals, this Squadron was ſtationed in 
view of the Bay of Cadiz, left any of their Merchant - Ships 
ſhould venture out, and thereby expoſe - themſelves to the 
Danger of being taken by our Men of War or Cruiſers. I 
ſhall not ſay that this was really the Deſign of placing our 
Squadron in that Station; but if we conſider thoſe Circum- 
ſances that are known, it would ſeem to have been fo : 
There was then in the Harbour of Cadiz a Fleet of Mer- 
chant-Ships full loaded, and almoſt-ready to ſail for the e/t- 
Indies: There was likewiſe a Squadron of Men of War not 
near fitted out. Our Squadron continued in that Station till 
all the Enemy's Merchant-Ships were unloaded and laid up ; 
but as ſoon as their Squadron of Men of War was fit for pro- 
ceeding upon any Voyage, our Squadrons all retired frot 
Cadiz, ſome into the Mediterrantan, and ſome to Gibraltar, 
without ſo much as leaving an Advice- Boat, ſo far as I have 
erer heard, to give them Notice of the Enemy's failing. Ac- 
cordingly the Enemy took Advantage of the Opportunity we 
had thrown in their Way : Their Squadron failed from Ca- 
dis to Ferrol, and from thence, without the leaſt Diſtur- 
bance, to the Net- Indies. e 
My Lords, I do not ſay it was wrong to allow their Squa= 
frons to ſail, I think we bught from the very Beginning to 
have given both their Squadrons and Merchant - Ships full 
Liberty to ſail out of their Ports, ſince we were reſolved-noe 
to attempt any thing againſt them while they were there ; but 
ten we ſhould have taken all poſſible Care to purſue or interrupt 
them as ſoon as they did fail. We got hold by great Chance 
of one of their Men of War, by allowing her to fail out of Port, 
vhich we ſhould never have done if we had followed our wiſe 
Scheme of confining all their Ships cloſe within Harbour. I ſay 
y great Chance; becauſe, I believe, it will not appear that 
bur intercepting the Princeſſa Man of War was owing to any 
Advice we had received, or any Scheme we had formed. 
but we had not ſo good Luck, nor indeed was it poſſible for 
s to have ſo good Luck, with reſpe& to the Cadiz Squa- 
ron ; becauſe we did not offer to purſue it, either in its Paſ- 
age from Cadiz to Ferrol, or from thence to the Weſt-Indies; 
and yet we had, I think, at that Time, one Squadron at 
ibraltar, and another gone to do, I know, not what at 
*orimahon ; for ſuppoſe the Spaniards had a real Deſign 54 
a | gainſt 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. gainſt that Place, which, I believe they never had, three 
1740. our Men of War would have done as well for preventing i 
| as ten times the Number, | becauſe the Enemy could have 10 
Squadron to convoy their Tranſports... -/ | 4154's 
I know, my Lords, it will be ſaid, that the Protechon 
of our Trade in the Mediterranean, and the Preſervation of 
our Poſſeſſions in that Part of the. World, was of great C 
ſequence to the Nation, and that both have been ſecured by 
Means of that Squadron which we have kept in the Mey; 
terranean and before Cadiz, But can this be an Excuſe fi 
our Squadron's undertaking nothing againſt the Enemy? Ar 
we to declare War againſt Spain, and then think of nothing 
but our own Defence? If our Squadron had burnt the Skin 
in every Harbour of Spain, if it had landed Troops fron 
| | Time to Time, and plundered and . laid waſte their open 
Coaſt from one End to the other, our Poſſeſſions might hare 
been equally well protected, our Trade would have bee 
if much better protected, than it has been; for whatever may 
lt! | be ſaid by ſome Gentlemen in the City, whoſe chief Trade 
conſiſts in making the moſt of the Diſtreſſes of their Cour-] 
try, it neither has been, nor will be ſaid by any Number d 
real Traders, that either in the Mediterranean, or upon the 
Coaſts of Portugal, our Trade has been fo well: protefeda 
it ought, and might eaſily have been, againſt ſuch à Nation 
as Spain, which has not above two or three Ports when 
their Privateers could put into and remain with any: Safety, 
if we were to make the beſt Uſe of that Power which Gol 
Almighty has put into our Hands. n 
But whatever Errors we may have committed, hate 
Neglects we may have been guilty of, with regard to our 
Conduct in the Mediterranean, or upon the Coaſts of Spain 
I am far from imputing them to the Gentleman Wo lu 
the Command of our Squadron in that Part.of the Wall 
From that Gentleman's Character in Life, from the wic ©! 
Tenor of his former Behaviour, I muſt ſuppoſe, that it i 
would willingly have acted for the Honour and Advantage d 
his Country, to the utmoſt of his Power; that for this Put 
| poſe he would have ventured his Life with Pleaſure, nt 
therefore I muſt impute the whole of our Miſcondutt ot 
thoſe who gave him his Inſtructions. In their Fayour tee 
is nothing to plead: From their Character in Life, fn 
the whole Tenor of their former Behaviour, it muſt be {uf p 
poſed, the whole Nation does ſuppoſe, their Inſtruchon 
were ſuch as no brave Man could receive with Pleaſure, 
every true Britiſb Commander would peruſe with Indy 
tion, This, I fay, my Lords, is the Opinion that — 
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( 547”) | 
prevails without doors, If there be any Foundation for it, Anno t4.Geo. II. 
your Loraſhips mult grant, that the Conduct of thoſe who 1749. 
gave ſuch Inſtructions ought not only to be enquired into, — — 
dut cenſured: If there be no Foundation for it, your Lord- 
ſkips ought, I think, to make an Enquiry into the Affair, 
that the Admuniſtratian may be juſtified, and that the Na- 
tion may know, that our Inactivity in the Mediterranean, 
and upon the Coaſts of Spain, was not owing to any Neg- 
lect, Timidity, or Treachery in us, but to the new and ſur- 
prizing Activity and Vigilance of the Enemy, who had fo 
fortified all their Harbours, and their extenſive Coaſt, that 
it was impoſſible for us to think of attacking them any 
where with Succeſs, oo ẽ—R rr I el OSD. 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, I think myſelf obliged, and 
therefore ſhall beg Leave to move your Lordſhips to order, 
That Copies of the ſeveral *. Inſtructions given to Rear-,, for Ad- 
Admiral Haddock, from the Time of his failing from En- miral Had docl'g 
gland in the Year 1738, to the 24th of June laſt, be laid Inſtructions. 
© before this Houſe.“ This, my Lords, is my Motion, and | 
[ hope it will not be thought improper or unſeaſonable. I 
am ſure, the ſame Objection cannot be made to it, that was 
made againſt calling for Admiral Vernon's Inſtructions; for, | 
I am convinced, it will not be ſaid, that any Expedition a- | 
painſt the Enemy in Europe has ever been ſo much as deſign- | 
Jed, and much leſs, that Admiral Haddock has ever had In- = 
ſructions for any ſuch Purpoſe. From this Motion, there- | .n 
fore, there cannot be the leaſt Danger of divulging any of | | 
the Secrets of our Government; and by having all thoſe In- | 
Y firufions laid before us, we ſhall have an Opportunity, I | 
hope, of vindicating our Adminiſtration againſt thoſe Suſ- 
picions and Surmiſes, that are now ſpread over the whole 
Nation; from whence I cannot but expect the Concurrence 
co all thoſe that are their Friends, and from that Concur- 
tere, I think, I have good Reaſon to expect Succeſs in my 
ec Motion. 8 i FE 
Pur This Motion being ſeconded by the Earl of Hallifax, Seconded by the 
de next that ſpoke was the Duke of ane the Purport Earl of Halliſar. 
au ef whoſe Speech was as follows, vis... | 
| My Lords, | 5 
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If I could join in Opinion with the noble Lord, that Duke of New-. 
-n he propoſes could no way tend towards divulging the cafle, 
crets of the Government, I ſhould, for the Reaſon he |, 
has given, moſt heartily concur with him in his Motion; 
but in this Particular I differ from him, and therefore, for 
the Sake of the Public, which I ſhall always prefer to the 
7 75 ! | Intereſt 


| See Chand, Hiſt, Anno 14. Geo, II. 1740, P. 39» 


Anno 14 Geo. II. Intereſt of any private Man, and even to my own 


1740. 
—— 
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or Curioſity, I muſt give- my Negative tg hes ge 
Whether there have been = Deſigns formed for ; 
the Enemy in Old Spain, for burning the Ships in 


of 
their Harbours, or for making a Deſcent” upon any Part of 
| 


My 
their Coaſts, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but thi 


' am ſure of, that a 


has been formed, and: hither 
proſecuted with as much Succeſs as could be expeched, fo 
protecting our Trade, and ſecuring our Poſſeſbons- in the 
Mediterranean ; and as the proper Methods for effeding 
theſe neceſſary Ends muſt be ſuppoſed to have been preſen. 
bed to Admiral Hadaeck in his Inſtructions, I muſt think i 
would be very improper to publiſh thoſe Inſtructions, which 
would be the Effect of their being laid before this Houſe; 
becauſe the Enemy would thereby learn. how to evade all the 
Meaſures we can take, either for the Protection of our Trade, 


or the Security of our Dominions. 


I ſhall grant, my Lords, that the People in all Counts, 
and in this more than any other, are fond to hear of Siege, 
Battles, and Bloodſhed, and apt to imagine, that there i 


nothing too difficult. for their Fleets and Armies to under 


take; and therefore they are very apt to complain, whe 
their warmeſt Expectations are not anſwered: From bend 
there may, perhaps, be a Clamour amongſt the unthinking 
and ignorant Populace againſt our Conduct in this War, 
becauſe it has not been attended with ſo much Slaughter and 
Devaſtation, as they expected; but to thoſe who know and 
conſider the Situation and Conduct of the Enemy, this en 
be no Ground of Complaint. If we had to do with an þ 
nemy, that would give us a fair Meeting either at Land d 
Sea, our Populace might have been diverted with Batt 
and, I hope, with Victories ; but the Spaniards are too ſet 
ſible of the Superiority of our Strength, to give us an Op 
portunity of attacking them any where upon equal Terms 


| eſpecially in Erope. They have fortified: all their Harboun, 


at leaſt all thoſe Harbours, where there are any Ships worth 
burning, in ſuch a Manner, that our Squadrons cannoh 
without great Danger, approach them by Sea; and to 
tack them by Land, we muſt ſend a greater Army to pai 
than what we have now on Foot ; for every one knows, that 
in Spain they have a ſlanding Army much more numero 
than that we have at preſent in Great Britain. 
From this ſingle Conſideration, your Lordſhips may i 
the Reaſon of the Complaints without doors, and hom al 
it would be for our Miniſters- to juſtify their Conduct, f 


they had a mind to lay all proper Materials before yo! 
but this, they know, would make ſuch Diſcoveries, 11 


2 


— 


| oy 
be attended with great Prejudice to the Public z and there-Anno 14. Oeo. II. 
fore I mult look upon their Patience, under this Heap of 1740. 
Scandal they are ſo induſtriouſſy loaded with, as a moſt g- 
nal Piece of Self- Denial. It is a Sort of Sacrifice they at 
t make to the Good of the Public; and I ſhal! never, 

by my Act of mine, divert them from making that Sacri- 
ce, or compel them to ſacrifice the Good of the Public to 
re tion. yas | Das ber | 

I am far aying, 1 that any AVE, 
or have not been 4 making an Attack upon the 
Enemy in Old Spain; but this I am fure I may ſay, that 
ſuch Deſigns either have, or have not been formed, and in 
either Cale it would be improper for us to call for Admiral 
Haddack's Inſtructions. If ſuch Deſigns have been formed, 
we muſt ſuppoſe, that Admiral has had Inſtructions relating 
to them ; and as they have not yet been executed, the pub- 
liſhing of thoſe Inſtructions would certainly prevent its being 
ever poſſible to execute them hereafter ; therefore, in this 
Caſe, it muſt be allowed, that our calling for theſe Inſtruc- 
tions would be both improper and dangerous. On the 
other Hand, ſuppoſe no ſach Deſigns have ever been form- 
ed; ſuppoſe it ſhould appear,. that our Admiral had no In- 
ſructions relating to any ſuch. Deſigns ; if thoſe Inſtructions 
ſhould be made public, it will lay our Miniſters under the 
fatal Neceſſity of publiſhing all the private Informations they 
have had from Spain, relating to the Harbours, Fortiſicati- 
ons, People, and Troops of that Kingdom, in order to juſ< 
tify their not having formed any ſuch Deſigns ;z and perhaps 
likewiſe the Perſons Names who gave them theſe Informa- 
tions, in order to ſhew, that they were ſuch as might be de- 
pended on; and J ſhall leave to your Lordſhips Conſiderati- 
on, whether it would be proper to lay the Adminiſtration 
under ſuch a fatal Neceſſity, in the Time of an open War 
Prone the con cabs of N 5 

y Lords, I am very little ca givi inion 
about the Nature of Fortifications, and d fr Av of 
ducceſs in attacking any fortified Place; but this I will ſay, 
that by the Inſtructions given to our Admiral we could 
termine no ſuch Queſtion. For this Purpoſe, we muſt have 
a Plan of the Fortifications laid before us, and muſt examine 
the moſt expert Engineers, as to the ſeveral Forts and For- 
bles of the Place; and a public Enquiry of this Sort would 
dot, I think, be prudent pendente Bello, and before any At- 
tack has been made upon the Place: Vet it muſt be al- 
wed, that without ſuch an Enquiry we could neither juſti- 
ly nor condemn our Adminiſtration, for not having formed 
ud executed ſuch a Deſign 3 and I ſhall always think it more 

1746, 40 enxsuſable 
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A nno 14. Geo. Il. excuſable in a Miniſter, to run the Riſk of having His Com 
15740. duct cenſured, for not forming and executing a 

Defign, than for his having formed ſuch a „ and fail. 
ed in the Execution; becauſe, in the formet'Caſe, his Mil. 

conduct can be attended with no Expence, nor any pri 
Misfortune; whereas in the latter, his Miſconduct may be 
attended with great Expence to his Country, and with the 
Blood of Thouſands of the braveſt of his Countrymen, 
With repard therefore to our 1 to burn and de. 
ſtroy the 2 Ships in their Harbour, I ſhall ſay no mote 
but this, my Lords, that, I believe, thoſe who are cor. 
cerned in dur Adminiſtration, have as good Information, 
and are perhaps as good Judges as any in this Houſe 
can pretend to be; and as they have not yet attempted any 
ſuch Thing, I muſt believe it either impracticable, or not 
worth the Rifk and Expence. But with regard to making 
a Defcent upon their Coaſt, and plundering and laying waſte 
the open Country, I muſt firſt obſerve, that no ſuch Thing 
could be done, without ſending a Body of Land-Fordtes thi- 
ther for that Purpoſe ; and this we could not do till we 
had augmented our Army ſo as to be able to ſpare ſuch a 
Body of Land-Forces, without endangering our Safety at 
home, and without delaying our Preparations for puſhing 
the War in the e/-Indies, where, I believe, your Lond. 
ſhips will allow it ought to be puſhed with the moſt Vi- 
gour. Therefore, if there has been any Failure upon this 
Head, it is not to be imputed to thoſe in the Adminyſtration, 
but to thoſe who have for many Years oppoſed our keeping 
p any 3 Number of Troops than was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for our Security in Time of Peace. 5 0 
I0oo this, my Lords, I muſt add another Obſervation, which 
will ſhew the Inconſiſtency of ſome People's way of arguing 
In all Debates upon the Army, of which I have heard ; 
yur many, it has been continually inſiſted on by thoſe he 
that argued ägainſt the Army, that our Militia alone, with- c 
out the Affiſtance of any regular Troops, would be «lt Bl . 
to repel any Invaſion made upon us with 5g or 6000 foreign 
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Veterans: Whereas in this Debate, the Militia of 97a 0 
ſeems to be of no Account: We have n fear fro 
them; and therefore, if we ſhould land a Body of regult 7 


Troops upon their Coaſt, we might plunder and lay wilt t 
the Country, and might reimbark without Oppoſition # 
Danſe: becauſe they could not ſoon bring a fuperier. h. 
dy of their regular Troops againſt us. Now, my Lords, 
ſhould be glad to know, why there is ſach a Differences 
| tween the Militia of Great Britain and the Militia of 175 


( 5519 | 


1 ſhall readily admit, that our common Men have general- Anno 14.Geo.II. 


Jy more perſonal Bravery than the common Men in Spain; 


it is well known, that when Armies engage, it is not the 
perſonal Bravery of Individuals, but the Diſcipline of the 
Troops in general, that gives the Advantage and ſecures the 
Victory. Therefore, if the Militia of Spain are as formi- 
dable as the Militia of Great Britain, we could expect na 
great Advantage, nor could we do the Enemy any great 
Hurt, by landing 5 or 6000 regular Troops in their Country; 
and, I believe, no Man will ſuppoſe, we ought to employ 
any greater for that Purpoſe. 85 


a6 AF 


4 - 


From theſe Conſiderations, my Lords, I am apt to ſup- 
pole, that in ſending a Squadron to the Mediterranean, we 
had no other Debgn than that of protecting our Trade, and 
ſecuring our Poſſeſſions, in that Part of the World. For 
this Purpoſe it was abſolutely neceſſary to ſend ſuch a Squa- 


S 7 Ar 


5 dron as was ſuperior to any the Enemy could ſend out againſt 
| ws; and whatever Expence the Nation may thereby have 
p been put to, your Lordſhips muſt grant, it was neceſſary. 
4 Lean therefore ſee no Reaſon you have for calling for Ad- 
1 miral Haddock's Inſtructions, or for making any Enquiry re- 
1 lating to that Squadron; ſince it has not been complained 


of even without Doors, that our Trade or our Poſſeſſions in 
the Mediteranean have been any way neglected. As to 
the Enemy's Squadron eſcaping from Cadix, and afterwards 
from Ferrol, it occaſioned no Misfortune to this Nation, and 
it may be imputed ro ſo many Accidents, that, I think; 
it argues a Want of Charity to impute it to a bad Deſign, 
or to a MiſconduR, in any Perſon concerned in our Govern- 
ment. Every one knows, that Admiral Haddock was then 
failed up the Mediterranean, to prevent the Execution of a 
Deſign that had actually been formed againſt our Ifland of 
Minrca; and nevertheleſs, if I have been rightly inform- 
ed, the Enemy's Squadron from Cadiz might probably have 
been intercepted, or met with at Sea, if it had not been 
for an Accident which happened with regard to ſome Or- 
der ſent out upon that Occaſion. 5 
As I have now, I hope, my Lords, given ſufficient Rea- 
ſons for my diſagreeing to the noble Lord's Motion, I ſhould 
have given you no more Trouble at this Time, if the noble 
Lords who have already ſpoke in this Debate, had confined 
themſelves ſtrictly to the Queſtion before us; but in this 
Debate, as well as moſt others, ſeveral Matters of a foreign 
Nature have been mentioned, and found fault with, and 
therefore I hope your Lordſhips will give me leaye to fay 
ching in Vindication of what I have always, and ſtill 
OE Bees N do 
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but, I believe, they are pretty equal as to Diſcipline; and — 


( 352 ) 


Ano 14.Gzo, ft; do approve of. I ſhall grant, that the Spaniards kai em; 


1740. 


federagy, 1 


2 
teſted ſeveral Rights of great Conſequence, which we had ; 
juſt Title to, and likewiſe, that they had * or pre- 
tended to ſome Rights, which they had no Title to; but i 
theſe Conteſts Pretenſions had been attended with no 
real Injury, they would never have afforded a ſufficient Rez 
ſon for our declaring War, or committing Hoſtilities ; for it 
often happens, that two Nations have mutual Pretenfom, 
which neither will expreſsly give up, and yet while thele 
Pretenſions are allowed on both Sides to lie dormant, neither 


of them take Occaſion from thence to declare War apzi 


the other. But this was not the Caſe between us and the 
Spaniards : They would not allow their Pretenſions to lie dor- 
mant: They would exerciſe the Rights they pretended to; 
and thereby occafioned many grievous Loſſes to the Sub- 
jects of this Nation, Theſe Loſſes, and a poſitive Denial 
of Reparation, made Repriſals on our Side abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary; but they did not make a Declaration/of War ab- 


ſolutely neceſſary ; becauſe by Treaty hetween us it was ex- 
preſsly ſtipulated, that in ſuch Caſes the Party injured might 
make Repriſals, and that ſuch Repriſals ſhould not by the 
other Side be conſidered as a Rupture, or Cauſe of Wu. 
Now if we had, by Means of Repriſals, obtained full Re 
paration for all our Loſſes, and Spain had given over exer- 
ciſing the conteſted Rights ſhe' pretended to, we ſhould not, 
IJ think, have had the leaſt Occaſion to declare War; be- 
cauſe we might have continued on both Sides to allow our 
conteſted Pretenſions to lie dormant, as long as neither Side 
ſuffered by ſuch Pretenſions; and therefore I muſt” think, 
that we were in common Prudence obliged to try firſt what 
could be done by Way of Repriſal; for ſurely a War, & 


pecially againſt Spain, is to be avoided, if poflible, | 
I beſides this, my Lords, there was another Reaſon for 


our entering into a War againſt Spain with all imaginable 
Caution. We know how jealous all the trading Nations df 
Europe are of Spain's having any of her Dominions in 
America taken from her by us, or by any other tieighbow- 
ing Power, and how ready they would all be to fly to ber 


= ce, if they ſaw her in any ſuch Danger. If we 


had entered haſtily into the War againſt Spain, and had at 
once ſent a ſtrong Squadron with a great Body of Land. Fo 
to the Yeft-Indies, the other Powers of — would pro 
bably have imagined, that we were dir ambitious 
Views, and that we intended to ſtrip Spain of all her det. 
tlements in America, which would certainly have united il 
the trading Powers of —_ againſt us; and ſuch a Cor- 

belieye, it will be granted, we wers — 
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to prevent. We were therefore to take the moſt Anno 14. Oeo. II. 
— Methods for convincing the other Powers of Europe, —— 
mat we had nothing in View but Self · defence, and the Securi, .! 
y of our Trade and Navigation in Time to come; and in 
order to do this, it was Ry us to try what could 
be done by Repriſals, before ving to declare War, in 
order to ſhew that our Declaration ot War did not proceed 
from an ambitious Choice, but from mere Neceſſity. 1 
[ ſhall readily agree, my Lords, that our Circumſtances in 
this War, are more unlucky than they were in the War during 
Anne's Reign. Our Trade in general. muſt neceſſarily 
r by our being engaged in War, when all our Rivals in 
Trade are in ;Tranquillity. This Misfortune, peculiar 
to the preſent War, was foreſeen by thoſe who had the Con- 
duct of our public Affairs, and therefore they tried all 
. Means for avoiding a War, which they ſaw would 
of ſuch pernicious Conſequence to our Trade and Na- 
rigation in general. I was, indeed, ſurprized to hear this 
Circumſtance fo much as mentioned, by any Lord that 
finds fault with the Meaſures which were taken, for pre- 
yenting our being obliged to enter into the preſent War; 
for, in my Opinion, it is a full Juſtification of every Step 
taken for that Purpoſe. It is true, it is likewiſe an Argu- 
ment, now we are engaged, for proſecuting the War with 
the utmoſt Vigour; but neither this nor any other Argu- | 
ment can make us puſſi the War with more Vigour than we | 
are Maſters of ; and if we n to · 
wands puſhing the War in one Place, we muſt neceſſarily = 
abate of our Vigour in every other. Therefore, if we had ml 
attacked the Dominions of Spain in Europe, we muſt have 1 
attacked her Dominions in America with the leſs Vigour ; al 
and I appeal to your Lordſhips, whether it would have been 1 
prudent or right in us to have done ſo, 5 
From all which I muſt conclude, my Lords, that the 
wiſeſt and beſt Method for proſecuting this War, was to 
make our whole Puſh againſt the Span; Dominions in 
America ; and conſequently, we were to act upon the De- 
fenfive only in Europe, and to take all poſſible Care to 
= its being in the Power of the Enemy to ſend any 
inforcements or Supplies to their Dominions in America. 
For this Purpoſe, we were to prevent, as much we could, 
the ſailing not only of their Squadrons, but alſo of their 
Flotas, and even their Merchant-Ships ; and this has been 
done as effectually as it was poſſible for us to do, confider- 
ing the boiſterous Seas upon the Coaſts of Spain, and the 
Neceſſity of our Squadron's retiring ſometimes into Port, 
tther to avoid a Storm or to refreſh the Seamen, What 
I | | Occa- 


— 


Anno 14. Geo. II. Occaſion therefore can we have for ſeeing Adenin _ 
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ae had Orders to attack any of the Dominions of 


Lord Bat burg. 


do not like to pay for Spithead Expeditions, nor for Haunſin 
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dock's Inſtructions? If from thence it +ſhould appear, tha 


we cannot upon that Account find Fault with — and 
and if he had Orders for making any ſuch Attack, but by 
not yet found an Opportunity to carry them into Exeent 


on, would it be r, would it be in us, 
fire ſuch. — be laid n = » Houle) _ 
Lord Bathurfl, © 1 Mat. 1 
My Lords, 7 of {oo TR <5, 
The two noble youn — Coin as 9 this Debate 
ſpoke with ſuch Di —— ſuch — of Argument, and 
fuch Propriety of Expreſſion, that I began to imagine my 


ſelf in an old Roman, an Athenian, or Lacedemoniam Senate; 
and therefore I muſt return Thanks to the noble-Dak 
who ſpoke laſt, for he has brought me back to 4 Brit 
Houſe of Peers. However, I hope he will excuſe me, if 
1 do not entirely approve of the Arguments herhas./bern 
pleaſed to make uſe of, for juſtifying the N W _— 
bei is to give to this Motion. { | 
I do not really know, my Lords, what the noble Duke 
means by the Danger. of diſcovering the ſecret Methods 
which our Miniſters have in their great Wiſdom 
to Admiral Haddock, for protecting our Trade and-fecuring 
our Poſſeſſions in the: Mediterranean, I cannot comprehend 
how there can be a Secret in any Method that can be pte 
ſcribed for that Purpoſe, nor can I ſuggeſt to myſelſ how 
the Spaniard? could diſturb either our Trade er our Poſles 
ſions in that Part of the World, more than they have done; 
fhould they be informed of every Method we have pre- 
ſcribed, or can preſcribe for preventing it. There is but 
one Secret that I am afraid of the Enemy's getting bold 
of, which is the Secret of procuring ſuch Inſtructions to ou 
Admirals as muſt prevent their doing their Duty to tiiei 
Country; and the beſt Method for keeping this Secret fon 
the Enemy is, to let our Miniſters ſee; that the: Parliament 
will, from time to time, make a ſtrict : Scrutiny into their 
Conduct, and for that Purpoſe require and inſiſt upon iee+ 
ing the Orders and Inſtructions they give to our Command 
ers, either by Sea or Land. 

I ſhall admit, my Lords, that in all Cansei the be 
ple, when they are engaged i in War, expect to hear of Bat- 
tles and Bloodihed: As they pay heavy Taxes for ſuppun 
ing the War, and ſuffer many Inconveniencies on Account 
of it, they have a Right to that Expectation; becauſe the 
more hotly it is purſued, the ſooner it will: be at End. The) 


hf, mo OO fa OS £m woo pon (= oo Om as. cos aA EL. EEE 


2 tf 


22 = my +» CO” > Py 


TT = . 2 ey 


e. 2 RV © Þ - 


En- 


6.8. 5 

Fncampments 3 becauſe they know that ſach war · like, tho! Anno 14. Geo. II. 
no war-making Meaſures, render them the Scorn of their 1740: 
Enemies, and entail a perpetual Expence upon them. The | 
People of this Country; may, perhaps, ſeem more ſond to 
hear of Sieges and Battles in Time of War, than the People 
in any neighbouring Country; but it is not becauſe they 
are really ſo, but becauſe they have as yet more Freedom to 
declare their Sentiments. The People in all Countries have 
an equal Right, and are equally fond, to hear of their Mo- 
ney's being properly applied; and if it is, they muſt hear 
both of Battles and Sieges, let the Victory be on what Side 
it will. Shall our People be told, by Way of Excuſe for | 
our Inaction, that the Enemy will not meet us in open Sea, | 
and upon equal Terms? My Lords, we knew this from the \on 
Beginning. We knew the Enemy neither would nor could nn 
dare to encounter us at Sea; and therefore, let the Difficulty "nn 
be never ſo great, we ought from the Beginning to have re- | 
folved to attack them at Land; for unleſs we do fo, the War 
will be everlaſting. They have no Trade: They cannot 
therefore ſuffer by the Continuance of the War: On the 
contrary, they will be Gainers ;| becanſe they will always 
be able to take more of our Merchant-Ships than we can 
take of theirs, eſpecially if we never think of attacking and 
burning their Ships in the Harbours. We muſt therefore at- 
tack them at Land, if we ever expect to ſee an honourable 
End of the War. This the People know, and this makes 
them ſo uneaſy on Aecount of their not having yet heard of 
any ſuch Attack being attempted. fe ; 

The Complaints of the People are not 'therefore, my 
Lords, without Foundation; and if they have any Foundas 
tion, the Patience of our Miniſter, under the Load of Re! 
proach, which increaſes daily, cannot be owing to any Self- 
denial, or to his Regard for the public Good, but to a Con- 
ſciouſneſs that his Conduct deſerves to be cenſured, and cer: 
tainly would be cenfured, if it were to be ſtrictly enquired 
into. I fay, my Lords, our Miniſter 3 for when I talk of 
Conduct, when I talk of Reproach, I muſt ſpeak in the ſin- 
oe 2 * the whole Nation fa we _ 
a ſole Conductor, and againſt him alone the Reproaches 
the whole Nation are directed. 4s 3-2-4 

But for God's Sake, my Lords, what can the public 
Good have to do with the not laying an Admiral's Inſtruc- 
| tions before this Houfe ? Their being laid before this Houſe, 
or a fecret Committee of this Honſe, may often be of 
Advantage, but never can be a Prejudice to the Public. The 
only Pretence for ſaying it may be of Prejudice to the 
Public, is founded upon a begging of the Queſtion. _ 
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Amo r4.Geo. II. firſt ſuppoſed, that nothing can be laid before this 
1740 without being made public; and from thence it . b 
that therefore no Paper ought to be laid 'before this Houle, 
when the Contents are ſuch as ought not to be made Public, 5 
Has this Suppoſition ever been granted? Can it be 4 
by thoſe who know any Thing of our Conſtitution or Forms Wl ; 
of Proceeding ? When we appoint a ſecret Committee, is it 0 
not to be ſuppoſed, that the Secrets committed to- their b 
Charge will be as ſacredly kept, as thoſe eommitted to hi ] 
Majeſty's Cabinet Council? Therefore the laying of any f. Wl : 
= | pers before us, let them be of ever ſo ſecret — can Wl 
. never be inconſiſtent with the public Good: It can never | 
| be inconſiſtent with the Godd even of a Miniſter, unleſs hs \ 
Good be inconfiftent with the Good of the Public; and I 
when this happens to be the Caſe, I am ſure, it is not con- ( 
ſiſtent with our Honour, nor with our Duty, to refuſe to 1 
call for ſuch Papers as may diſcover that Inconfiſtency. 
| Having thus ſhewn, my Lords, that the public Good en- 1 
not be in the leaſt Danger of ſuffering by this Motion) be- 1 
ing agreed to, almoſt every A ent the noble Duke wa 0 
Pleaſed to make uſe of againſt it, muſt fall to the Ground, 00 
One, indeed, I ſhall grant, is not affected by what I have a 
yet ſhewn : His Grace was pleaſed to obſerve, - Cui bono vil fi 
you call for theſe Inſtructions? For tho? from them it ſhould 2 
appear, that Admiral Hadaock had no Orders to make any 
Attempt againſt Spain, you could not on that Account find a: 
Fault with them, becauſe no Succeſs could be expeſted in b 
any ſuen Attempt ; and as the ſending that Squadron thither, 
has auiwered every other End, you can neither find Fault 
with his Conduct or Inſtructions. For ſupporting this Arg 
meat, his Grace endeavoured to ſhew, that we could neither 
burn the Ships in any of the Enemy's Harbours, nor make 
a Deicent upon their open Coaſt 3 and that their Squadron 
eſcaped both from Cadiz and Ferro] by mere Accident. 
NM, Lords, theſe are Queſtions that cannot come properly 
before us, till we have the Inſtructions now moved for; 
but aiter we have theſe Inſtructions, we may then call for 
ſuch Papers as will enable us to paſs a Judgment upon ever 
one of theſe Queſtions. In the mean Time I mult obſerve, 
that if we judge from Experience, we muſt ſuppoſe, it ws 
very practicable to attack moſt of the Harbours of Spain, with 
ſa much Succeſs at leaſt, as to be able to burn every Ship 
in it; and that it was ſtill more practicable to make a De. 
ſcent upon their open Coaſt, and thereby do them a deal 
of Miichief. | 333 
This'I ſay, my Lords, we muſt ſuppoſe, if we judge 
from Experience, becauſe we never yet attacked 1 
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tei Coaſt, without doing them great Miſchief; and tho 
xþ we expected, yet we never met with any great Loſs, 
hat retired in Safety to our Ships, as ſoon as we found it 
neceſſary, or perceived any Danger approaching. In Queen' 
Elizabeth's Time, when our Schemes were concerted with 
more Wiſdom, and conducted with more Vigour, than, I 
believe, they have ever been ſince, we actually took the 


LS 


* 
— 
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their Harbour; in which Expedition there were but 7000 
Men employed; and I muſt obſerve, that we had then no 
landing Army, the Troops employed being all new-raiſed 
Men, without allowing them ſo much as one Month to 
learn what is now called military Diſcipline. Again, in 
Queen Anne's Time, the next Queen we had, and the next 
Time this Nation made a glorious Figure in Europe, we 
attacked the ſame Place; and tho* by many Pieces of Miſ- 
management on our Side, which it would be eaſy to ſhews 
we failed of Succeſs with regard to the City and Harbour 
of Cadiz itſelf, yet we did the Spaniards great Damage, and 
our People got a great deal of Plunder, at Port St. Mary's 
and the ſame Fleet, in its Return, made the famous and 
ſucceſsful Attack upon Vigo, where we took and deſtroyed 
a great Number of Men of War and Galleons. 5 

I am really ſurprized, my Lords, to hear it repreſented 
as impoſſible for us to burn the Ships in any of the Har- 
bours of Spain. I have ſeen Plans of moſt of their Har- 
bours: I have ſeen in particular ſeveral Plans of the City 
and Harbour of Cadiz ; and according to them, according 
to all Accounts I have had, it may, in ſome Meaſure, be 
called an open Harbour: The Entrance at the Puntals, 
which is the narroweſt Part, is above a Mile from Land to 
Land, fo that it is impoſſible to ſecure it by a Boom: They 
have no other Way to prevent our entering it, but by ſink- 
ing Ships in the Channel; and this they will never do, un- 
lels they have certain Information of our Deſign, as they 
had in the late Queen's Time. They have, indeed, two 
Caſtles upon the North, and one upon the South Side of the 
Puntal; ; but Experience has taught us, what a vain Defence 
Cattles are againſt Ships of War, eſpecially when they have 
nothing to do but to paſs by, and need not come within 
Half a Mile of the Caſtle ; and within the Puntals there is 
a large open Bay without one Caſtle to annoy the Ships that 
are in it; from all which I muſt ſuppoſe, that if Admiral 
Haddock had been properly provided, he might have burnt 
er taken all the Ships in the Harbour of Cadiz, which 
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Town of Cadiz, and burnt, ſunk, or took every Ship in 
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Harbours of Spain, nor made a Deſcent upon any Part of Anno 1 4.Geo. II. 
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Overſight or Miſmanagement we ſeldom had all the Su. 
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they can conquer us, it is extremely dangerous to land 
amongſt us: As they can have no Retreat, whilſt we at 


our Government. 


Height of Wiſdom in us, to reſolve to act upon the Deer 


1 


Anno 14. Geo. II. would have effectually prevented their Squadron Callin to 


Ferrel or the Neft. Indies. Then as to the Harbours of Fj * 


and Vigo, the only two I can at preſent think of, that we Wl " 


or may be defended by Booms, our ſucceſsful Attack apon 4 
Vigo, in the late Queen's Time, ſhews- how vain this Defence Wl ” 
is againſt the Royal Navy of England, when our Admiral f 
2re furniſhed with proper Inſtructions. In 
With regard to our making Invaſions or Deſcents upon be 
the open Coaſt of Spain, the noble Duke was pleaſed to talk Wil ** 
of the Militia of Spain, and to compare them with the 
Militia of this Kingdom. My Lords, they have no {ach 
Thing as "Militia in Spain; and their People have been & 
long Ailuſed to Arms, and ſo long cowed and terrified by 
ſtanding Armies, that they dare not look an Enemy in the 
Face. Thank God! this is not as yet the Caſe with the 
People of this Kingdom, tho' I do not know how ſoon it 
inay be ſo, if we continue to neglect our Militia as much, 
and keep up ſuch numerous ſtanding Armies, as we hav Wil © 
done of late Years. | We? 

But, my Lords, there is another very material Difference 
between our making an Invaſion upon Spain, and their 
making an Invaſion upon us: As we are ſuperior at Se, 
the Troops we land upon them may ſecure themſelves by 
retiring to their Ships, and reimbarking, as ſoon as a ſuperin il * 
Force, either of regular Forces or Militia, comes agank 


them; but if they ſhould land any Troops in this Iſland, of 
or Ireland, they muſt either conquer the Kingdom, or die; 1 
for they will ſoon have no Ships to retire to; and the Fate 5 


of the Spaniſh Troops that landed, or were forced aſliore, u 
Ireland, after the Defeat of their invincible Armadb, as they 4 
called it, will for ever prevent any Spaniſb Troops 5 

'of landing in our Dominions; for tho* the putting of thok 
poor Men all to the Sword, was a Precedent I ſhall not x 
commend ; yet it will ſhew to all Foreigners, that ul 


Maſters at Sea, their Lives muſt depend upon the Lenity d 


The noble Duke obſerved very juſtly, that nothing al 
make us act with more Vigour than we are Maſters of; that 
if we act with Vigour in one Place, we muſt abate of, d 
Vigour in every other; and that therefore, it was 1. 


five in Europe, in order to act with the more Vigour up 
the Offenſive in the ef. Indien. My Lords, I ſhall allow, 
that theſe two Premiſes are right, but in order to make uf 
Concluſion proper and jult, chere ſhould have been anoth 

Mel 
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which is this, that the Squadrons and Armies we are to Anno n 
keep up for our Defente, can never be employed for acting 1740. 


upon the Offenſive in Europe; and this I can by no means 
grant. If we had ſent a Body of 8 or 10, ooo of that Army 
which is thought neceſſary for our Defence at home, to in- 
ft and make Inroads upon the Coaſts of Spain, and to aſſiſt 
in burning the Ships in their Harbours, as it would have 


been, nevertheleſs, upon a Fortnight's Call, ready to be 


tranſported to any Part of the Iſland where there was at 
mot Occaſion for it, it would have ſerved for our Defence 
home equally as well, pay, better than by being encamped 
at Hur/ſor, or any other Heath in the Kingdom. If Ad- 
mira! Haddock's Squadron had been employed in making De- 
ſcerts upon the Coaſts of Spain in the Mediterranean or about 
Cadiz, and burning the Ships in thoſe Harbours, would our 
Poleflions of Gibraltar or Portmahon have been leſs ſecure, 
than by his remaining idle and inactive in thoſe Seas? If 
our $pithead Squadron had been ſent out to burn the Spani/h 
prirateers at St. Sebaſtian's, or their Squadrons at Ferrol, or 
St. Audero, hould not we have been fully as ſecure againſt 
an Invaſion, as we were by their lying idle at Spithead or 
P.rt/mouth? Our Inaction in Europe is not therefore owing 
to thoſe who oppoſed our keeping up unneceſſary, expenſive, 
opprefiive, and dangerous Armies in Time of Peace, but to 
thoſe who do not know how to make the proper Uſe, either 
of Armies or Squadrons, in Time of War. 2 

[ muſt therefore conclude, my Lords, that if Admiral 
Haddock has had no Inſtructions to act in an offenſive Man- 
ner againſt the Spaniards in Europe, or if he has been tied 
up by his Inſtructions not to make any Attempt againſt 
them at Land, which I believe to have been the Caſe, 
tioſe who gave him ſuch defective, or ſuch reſtraining In 
ſtruftions, ought to be cenſured, if not puniſhed ; and, con- 
quently, that we ought for this Purpoſe to have his In- 
ructions laid before us. But ſuppoſe it could be ſaid, that 
ve could find no Fault with his not having had Inſtructions 
to act upon the Offenſive : Suppoſe we could find no Fault 
with his having had nothing in Charge, but that of protect- 
ng our Trade and Poſſeſſions in that part of the World, and 
preventing the Spaniards from ſending Supplies or Reinforce- 


ments to their Settlements in America: Can it be ſaid, that 


theſe Services have been punctually and faithfully perform- 
ed? Our Poſſeſſions in the Mediterranean, my Lords, pro- 
tect themſelves, and cannot be taken from us, but by Trea- 
Cery, whilſt we are ſuperior at Sea; but our Trade, even 
n the Mediterranean, has ſuffered a great deal more than 
could have been expected from ſuch an indolent, and ſuch 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. an impotent Enemy: It could not have ſuffered ſo muck, 


1740. 


5 LD 


if Admiral Haddock had been either properly provided, or 


properly inſtructed for its Defence; for, conſid hi 
Character, I. cannot impute it to his Imprudence or Nes. 
let. And as to the Enemy's ſending Supplies and Reinforce. 
ments to the Veſt- Indies, they ſeem to have had a Permiſſion 
to do fo : If their Squadron had eſcaped from Cadiz or Fer. 
rol, immediately after a Storm, which had drove our Sau: 
drons and Cruiſers into Port ; or in the Depth of Winter, 
when it was not ſafe for our Squadrons or Cruiſers to be in 
the open Seas, there might have been ſome Excuſe for it 
eſcaping, but neither of theſe was the Caſe : The Shan 
Squadron failed from Cadiz about the End of March, when 
there had been no remarkable Storm at Sea for ſome Time 
before; but Admiral Haddock had been ſent upon a wild-gook 
Chace up the Mediterranean, and a Squadron left at Ci. 
braltar, without any Orders, it ſeems, to keep an Eye to. 
wards Ca1iz. And this very Squadron failed again fron 
Ferrel about the End of July, without our having ſo much 
as attempted to attack them in that Port, without our having 
any Squadron to intercept them or follow them, as ſoon a 
they ſailed out of Port, and without our having a ſufficient 
Squadron to way-lay them in the American Seas, 

Surely, my Lords, there muſt be ſome Neglect, or ſome 
Overſight, if not worſe, in this Management. To tell us; 
by Way of Excuſe, that Admiral Haddock failed up the M:- 
diterranean to protect Minorca, or that an Accident happened 
with regard to any Orders ſent to him: This is the very 
Thing complained of: It is the very Thing we ought to en- 
quire into; becauſe if he had been properly inſtructed, he 
would not have failed up the Mediterranean with his Squi- 
dron: He would have ſent only four or five Ships there for 
protecting Minorca ; and if he had been at firſt properly in- 
ſtructed, there would have been no Occaſion for freſh Or- 
ders, and, conſequently, no Accident could have happened 
with regard to them. 1 

If to ſave the public Money, ſufficient Armies had not 
been raiſed, or a ſufficient Number of Ships had not been 
put in. Commiſſion, there would have been ſome Excule. 
But the Nation has been put to the Expence of raiſing and 


maintaining Armies ſufficient for any Expedition we could 
_ reaſonably undertake, and of fitting out Squadrons more thun 
ſufficient for all the Purpoſes we had Occaſion for. We hate 


ſpared no Expence in warlike Preparations : Like a true 
Poltron, we prepared a long Sword, but have been ſo care 
ful of our Defence at Home, that we have never once da 

to make a bold and vigorous Puſh againſt the Enemy, either 
: | X in 
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in Furo;e or America. Even the Armament now ſent, I ſup- Anno 14. Ceo. I. 
pole, to the Maff. Indies, I can expect no great Succeſs from, 12. 
conſidering the Time and the Opportunities the Enemy have 

had to prepare for their Defence, the Troops we have em- 

ployed upon that 11 and ſeveral other bad Omens, 

which have been obſerved almoſt by every Man in the 

Kingdom. 

— this, my Lords, becauſe I think no Part of our 
late Conduct foreign to the preſent Debate. Every Error in 
our late Conduct is a corroborating Circumſtance for prevail- 
ing with us to agree to this Motion: It is an Argument for 
our beginning to exert ourſelves in our high Capacity of he- 
reditary great Council of the Crown, and conſequently it is 
an Argument for our calling for every Paper neceſſary for 
our Information. Our beginning the War by the Method of 
Repriſals was, for the ſame Reaſon, moſt properly intro- 
duced by the noble Lord who made you this Motion. We 
had then, we have had ſubſiſting for almoit this twenty 
Years, a moſt juſt Reaſon for declaring War againſt Spair. 
The Pretenſions in Diſpute between us are ſuch, on our Side, 
as cannot be allowed to lie dormant : We muſt navigate in 
the American Seas; we muſt cut Logwood in the Bay of 
Campeachey ; we muſt gather Salt in the Iſland of Tortuga: : 
It does not indeed ſignify. much, whether the Spaniards ex- 
preſsly give theſe Rights up by. Treaty, - becauſe we find 
they have no Regard to Treaties ; but as ſoon as they be- 
gan to interrupt us, we ought to have declared War ; and 
ſince they are not, we find, to be bound by Treaty, we ought 
now to take or infiſt upon a real Security. 

The Danger of Spain's being aſſiſted by any Neighbour- 
ing Power, or the Danger of our being involv'd in a War 
with Spain, when our Rivals in Trade were at Liberty to 
purſue their Trade without Interruption, was ſo far from 
being a. Reaſon for our continuing our tedious Negotia- 
tions, that it ought to have made us neglet no Oppor- 
tunity of putting an End to them by a Declaration of War, 
when we found ourſelves in ſuch Circumſtances, as not to 
be expoſed to theſe Dangers. By the Behaviour of the Spa- 
riards ſoon after the Treaty in 1721, we might have fore- 
ſeen, that it would be at laſt abſolutely neceſſary for us to 
beat them into good Manners ; and can it be faid, that 
lince that Time we have had no Opportunity of attackin 
Jain, when we knew, that no neighbouring Power could 
aſſiſt her ; or when we knew, that our chief Rival in Trade 
could not purſue her Trade without Interruption ? My 
Lords, we let flip ſeveral excellent Opportunities for do- 
ing ourſelves Juſtice againſt ain, and by that Means we 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. were forced by a fatal Neceſſity, to have Recourſe to Arm 


*at the moſt inconvenient Time we could chuſe for that 


Purpoſe ; and what was ftill worſe, when we found our. 
ſelves reduced to this fatal Neceſſity, inftead of beginning 
the War with Vigour, and obtaining ſome ſignal Advantage 
over the Enemy, before they could prepare for their De. 
fence, and before any neighbouring Power could give them 
Aſſiſtance, we began it in a Method from which we could 
not ſo much as hope for any Advantage, a Method which 
could ſerve for nothing but giving the Enemy timely Notice 


to prepare for their Defence, and their Friends timely No. 
_ tice to prepare for their Aſſiſtance. | 


If ſuch Management does not make your Lordſhips think, 
that it is now high Time for you to interpoſe with your Ad- 


vice to your Sovereign, and for that Purpoſe, to call for all 


Papers neceſſary for your Information, I am afraid, no Sort 
of Management ever will; and, therefore, I ſhall con- 


clude with this melancholy Obſervation, That, if this Moticn 


is not agreed to, it will, I am afraid, be too generally 
thought, that the King can never expect any Benefit from 
your Advice, the Nation can never expect any Relief from 
your Enquiry. You may hereafter give Advice, but that 
Advice will, without Doors, be ſuppoſed to be ſuch as is 
preſcribed by the Miniſter : You may hereafter enquire, 


but that Enquiry will be ſuppoſed to be ſuch as is di- 


rected by the Miniſter : This is what I dread ; and there- 
fore, to prevent, as far as I can, an Opinion ſo unworthy 
of this Houſe, from gaining any Ground without Doors, [ 
ſhall moſt heartily concur in this Motion. "6 

The Earl of CHolmondeley. 

My Lords, | 

The chief Queſtion in this Debate, as it muſt be in all 
Debates of the ſame Nature, is, Whecher it would be pro- 
per, in the Heat of a War, to lay before this Houſe, or 
even a ſecret Committee appointed by this Houſe, all the 
Secrets that relate to the Conduct of the War; and this 
Queſtion muſt, I think, be determined in the Negative, if 


we have any Regard to the Example of all the great Princes, 


Generals, or Miniſters, that ever were in this or any other 


Country. I am not to impeach or doubt of the Fidelity or 


Secrecy of any Lord, or of any Number. of Lords of this 
Houſe ; but I may ſay, it has always been look'd on, as an 
eitabliſh'd Maxim, that the fewer a Secret of Importance 
is communicated to, the ſafer it will be kept. An Affair 
of this Kind may, perhaps, be as ſafely committed to a ſe- 
cret Committee of this Houſe, as to his Majeſty's Cabinet 
Council; but how are we ſure, that Admiral Haddoct's In- 


ſtructions have been communicated to his Majeſty's Cabinet» 
; I Council? 


» 


7 


„ 


m. Council? From what happened in a late Debate, we are, 1 Anno 14. Geo. II. 
at think, to preſume they have not; for two noble Lords, 2740 
ur- who were both of his Majeſty's Cabinet Council, then de- X 


ng dared, they had not ſeen Admiral Vernon's Inſtructions; and 
ge his Majeſty may, . I think, very probably, becauſe very 


e wiſcly, have reſolved to keep Mr. Hadgec4's Inſtructions as 
m private as he did Mr. Vernon's. We are not to ſuppoſe, 
Id that his Majeſty's having taken ſuch a Reſolution, proceeded 
Ch from any Diffidence in either of theſe two noble Lords, but 
ce from a Maxim laid down by all wife Princes, that an Affair 
0- which is deſigned to be kept as a Secret, onght not unneceſ- 


farily to be communicated to any one Perſon whatſoever. 


0 The noble Lord ſaid, he could not ſuggeſt to himſelf any 
; Secret that could be contained in Admiral Hadaoct's Inſtruc- 
1 tions, relating to the protecting of our Trade or Poſſeſſions 
Nt in the Mediterranean. My Lords, I think, it is very eaſy 
4 to ſuggeſt ſeveral ſuch Secrets: We may ſuggeſt to our- 


ſelves, nay, I think, it is highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, he 
has Directions how to apply for getting ſecret Intelligence 
of all the Schemes and Deſigns formed by the Enemy, for 
annoying either our Trade or Poſſeſſions in that Part of the 
World. Theſe Directions may contain the Names of the 
Perſons he is to apply to, and the Methods by which he is to 
carry on a Correſpondence with them ; and if he has any 
ſuch Directions, I am ſure, it would be very imprudent in 
us to do any Thing that might poſſibly occaſion a Diſcovery. 

Suppoſe, my Lords, we ſhould appoint a ſecret Com- 
mittee; if that Committee ſhould conſiſt of ſuch Lords, as 
are known Friends to the Adminiſtration, their Report would 
give no Satisfaction to thoſe that complain of our Conduct, 
nor would it any Way tend to remove the Sufpicions that are 
ſaid to be without Doors; and if that Committee ſhould 
conſiſt 'of ſuch as are ſuppoſed to be no Friends to the Ad- 
miniſtration, I ſhall be fir from faying, that any of them 
would, out of Hatred or Envy to our Miniſters, diſcover 
the Secrets of our Government to the Enemy ; but if thoſe 
Secrets ſhould afterwards be found tq have been diſcovered, 
it would bring them under a very great Suſpicion. 

Beſides this, my Lords, we ſhould confider, that whatever 
we do in ſuch a Caſe, would be a Precedent, which the o- 
ther Houſe would certainly follow : They would likewiſe 
appoint a ſecret Committee, and in Imitation of ours, that 
Committee would probably conſiſt of thoſe that were known 
to be the greateſt Enemies to the Adminiſtration : They 
would inſiſt upon all thoſe Papers being laid before their 
Committee, that had been laid before the Committee of this 
Houſe. His Majeſty would be obliged to comply with 
their Requeſt; and this might be of the moſt dangerous 
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Anno 14. Geo. II. Conſequence in our preſent Circumſtances. We may an. 


ſwer for the Members of our own Houſe ; we may aſſure 
ourſelves, that none of them would give ſuch Scope to 


their Reſentment, as, out of Envy or Hatred to our Mini. | 


ſters, to betray the Secrets of our Government ; but I an 
fure, I ſhall not, I do not believe any of your Lordſhips will, 
anſwer for all the Members of the other Houſe. The Paſſions 
of ſome Men are ſo violent, that the Safety, Succeſs, or Pro- 
ſperity of their Country is but a ſlender Barrier, when 
they have an Opportunity of ſatisſying their Reſentment 


or Revenge, by breaking through that Barrier. 'There- 


fore, however ſafely the Secrets of the Government may 
be committed to a few Members of this Houſe, I ſhall be 
againſt our making a/Precedent for the other Houſe's infiſ- 
ing upon the ſame Confidence, unleſs I hear better Reaſons 
than have as yet been urged in Fayour of this Motion, 
My Lords, it is much eaſier to criticize and find falt 
with a good Potm, than to write as good a one; o, l 
believe, it is much eaſier to find fault with the Conduct of 


the preſent War, than to conduct it in as cautious, wile, 


and ſucceſsful a Manner as it has been. We have not, 'tis 
true, as yet made any Conqueſts upon the Enemy; but the 
Reaſon aſſigned is, I think, a good Reaſon : We were, ac- 
cording to all the Rales of Prudence, obliged to provide 
for our Defence at Home, before we could think of attack- 
ing the Enemy Abroad; and our having carefully done ſo, is 


the Reaſon, that we now only hear of the War : If we had 


done otherwiſe, we ſhould, probably before now, have ſeen 
and felt it : If we had not kept a good Army in continual 
Readineſs at Home; if we had not kept a good Squadron 
in continual Readineſs in the Channel, we ſhould, perhaps 
before now, have had a more potent Enemy to deal with; 


and, inſtead of debating here about Matters which I cannot 


think of any great Moment, we ſhould have been in the 
Field fighting for our Liberties, our Properties, our Rel. 
gion, and every Thing that is dear to Mankind for if by 
the Neglect or Imprudence of our Miniſters, a foreign 
Army had been landed amongſt us, IL am convinced, every 
Lay-Lord in this Houſe would willingly have taken up Arms 


nin Defence of his King and Country: Nay, I believe, ſome 
of the Reverend Bench would have followed the Example of 


their Predeceſſors, when they found, that their Religion wa 
on longer to be defended by the Pen, but by the Sword. 

We know, my Lords, the Enemy cannot ſupport the 
Charge of their Government, much leſs the Charge of the 
War, without a frequent Intercourſe with their Settlements 


in America : If we can prevent that Intercourſe, or frequent 
ly intercept their Returns from thence, they will 1 * 
r 


„„ | 


a 7 


Power to make War. TI cannot therefore be of Opinion, that 


1 


run their Heads againſt Stone - Walls, eſpecially in Za» ops, 
where it would be ridiculous in us to think of keeping Poſ- 
ſeſion of any Town or Harbour, after we have taken it. But 
if our attacking Spain in Europe had been abſolutely neceſſary, 
or if it had been the moſt proper and certain Way of putting 
an End to the War, it would have been Madneſs in us to 
have expoſed ourſelves to the Danger of being invaded at 
home, for the Sake of burning a few Ships, or plundering a 
few Country Villages. in Spain, eſpecially conſidering what a 
Combuſtion would have been raiſed amongſt us by the land- 
ing of a few regular Troops ; for they would certainly have 
been joined by all the Diſaffected, whoſe Numbers are not, 
believe, ſo deſpicable as ſome People repreſent, This I 
fay, I believe; and I believe it, becauſe it is now become a 
common Practice for People to cloak their Diſaffection under 
the ſpecious Pretence of being diſcontented with the Con- 
duct of our public Affairs; but if they ſaw a fair Opportunity, 
they would throw off all Diſguiſe, and the Motives of their 
Oppoſition to our Adminiſtration would then appear in their 
true Colours. : 1 | 
[ mult therefore be of Opinion, my Lords, that if Admi- 
ral Haddock's Inſtructions were laid before us, and it ſhould 
from thence appear, he had no Orders to attempt any thing 
againſt Spain by Land, we could not upon that Account make 
any Objection to them. And if his Orders were only to pro- 
tet our Trade and Poſſeſſions in the Mediterranean, and pre- 
rent, as much as poſhble, the Enemy's ſending any Supplies 
to their Settlements in America, or receiving any from thence, 
[think there has been no ſuch Miſconduct in either of theſe 
Particulars, as ſhould prevail with your I,ordſhips to make an 
Enquiry into it, at the Riſk of preventing all future Succeſs 
in that Part of the World, by a Diſcovery of thoſe: Schemes 
that may have been concerted, and communicated to that 
Admiral for obtaining it. Some of our Merchant-Ships have, 
tis true, been taken, even in the Mediterranean, but this it 
1s impoſſible to prevent, whilſt they venture to ſail without 
Convoy ; and this they will do ſo long as there is an Inſurance- 
Office in England; for tho' ſuch Offices be a great Convenience 
to Trade, yet, I am convinced, it is the Occaſion of many 
more of our Ships being taken than otherwiſe would, becauie 
encourages our Merchant-Ships to fail without Convoy ; and 
it is impoſſible to clear the Seas entirely of Privateers, 
it you had twenty times the Number of Cruiſers you have 
1740 h 4 E. | 5 now 
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forced te make Peace, becauſe it will no longer be in their Anno 14. Geo. II. 


we ought to be raſh in making either our Soldiers or our Ships" owned 


8 
Anno 14. Geo. II. now at Sea, ſome of thoſe Merchant-Ships that do venture 
1740. to ſail without Convoy, muſt neceſſarily be taken. 

With regard, my Lords, to the Eſcape of the Spaniþ | 
Squadron from Cadiz, if I have been rightly informed, it vu 
entirely owing to an accidental Miſtake as to the Orders tht 
were ſent to our Admirals ; and that ſuch a Thing ſhould 

happen, I am not at all ſarprized ; for our Sea-Commander 

are Ae to follow their Orders ſo ſtrictly and fo literally, 

that it is extremely dangerous to depart from them in the 

leaſt Article, even when they ſee, that by by ſo doing, they 

| may do ſome ſingular Piece of Service to their Country. A 

4 famous Hiſtorian has told us, that Sir George Rook reprimand- 

= ed one of our Captains very ſeverely for departing from hi 

Orders, tho' by ſo doing he, in a manner, ſaved the Fleet of 

England, then under the Command of that Admiral. Thi 

makes it impoſſible to give ſuch Orders or. Inſtruction at 

firſt, as to require no new Explanation, when Circumſtance 

alter, or freſh Advices arrive; and tho' Gibraltar may yer 

haps be ſecure, without having a ſuperior Squadron always at 

hand, yet no one will ſay, that Minorca is ſo. That Iſland 

lies open to an Attack, and if an Army ſhould be once landel 

upon any Part of the Iſland, a Squadron could not then pre 

vent Pertmahon, and, conſequently, the Iſland's being take 
from us. We muſt therefore, prevent its being le to | 
land an Army on the Iſland ; and four or five Ships woull | 
not have been ſufficient for this Purpoſe, becauſe they coul 
not ſpread ſo as to prevent the Enemy's ſtealing by them in | 
the Night-time. Beſides, we were not abſolutely ſecure : | 
gainſt a neighbouring Power's taking Part with Spain ; and 
their Squadron might have ſailed out, and might have on- 
voyed the Spaniſb Fleet to Minorca, before our Squadron at 

Gibraltar, or before Cadiz, could prevent it. | 
The Eſcape of the Spaniſb Squadron from Cadiz was not, 
therefore, owing to Neglect or Miſconduct, but to an Acc. 
dent which no human Power could prevent; and its Saſety u 
Ferrol, as well as its Eſcape from thence, was, I belier, | 
owing to another Accident of the ſame Nature, Nay, ths 

I am ſo fully convinced of, that I am ſurprized to hear ou 
Conduct in that Particular found Fault with, by any one wiv | 
conſiders how long Sir John Norris, with a powerful qu 
dron, (which was certainly deſigned for ſomething) was de f 
tained in the Channel by contrary Winde. | 

For theſe Reaſons, my Lords, I cannot ſee ſo much as tit | 

Appearance of any Miſconduct; and without ſome ſuch A. 
pearance, I can ſee no Reaſon for your enquiring into tit 

late, Conduct of our public Affairs, and, conſequently, no Ner | 
ſon for your calling for the Papers now moved for. 7h | 
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The Duke of Argyle. : Ht 
* My Lords, | 
Whatever may be the Queſtion in this Debate, it is evident, 
from the Oppoſition made to this Motion, and a great many 
others of the ſame Nature, that there is now a much greater 
Confidence placed in Miniſters than formerly. We ſeem now 
to form our Opinions of the Conduct of public Affairs by a 
fort of Faith, and not from Examination or Conviction: 
Nay, we ſeem reſolved never to examine into the Conduct of 
any public Affair, let the Appearances of Miſconduct be ever 
ſo glaring 3 and if Poſterity ſhould put as much Faith in the 
Wiſdom and Uprightneſs of Miniſters, as we in this Age ſeem 
todo; if our Succeſſors here ſhould allow themſelves to be 
governed by the Maxims now laid down for our Conduct 
in this Houſe, I am ſure, there will be an End of all public 


Enquiries, and conſequently of all Parliamentary Cenſures or 


Puniſhments ; unleſs, when the Miniſter gives us Leave, or 
perhaps Directions, to enquire into the Conduct of ſome un- 
lacky Wretch, who has happened to outlive the Royal or the 
Miniſterial Favo | | 

How we in this Age come to have ſo much political Faith, 
for I do not think we have improved much in our religious, 
I ſhall not pretend to account for; but with regard to this 
Sort of Faith, I am afraid, my Lords, left, in a ſhort Time, 
we adopt the ancient, religious Maxim, Credo guia impoſſibile 
„; I believe the Miniſter to be wiſe and upright, becauſe it 
is impoſſible he ſhould be ſo ; which may be the Caſe ; for 
when the Affairs of a rich, powerful, and flouriſhing Nation 


have, in a ſhort Tract of Years, been brought into the ut- 


moſt Confuſion, its Revenues waſted or anticipated, its Trade 
diminiſhed and oppreſſed, its People rendered uneaſy and diſ- 
contented, its Allies deſerted, and its Honour inſulted, and 
all this without any ſignal Misfortune or viſible Cauſe, it is 
hardly poflible its Minifter ſhould be wiſe and upright ; and 
yet a Gentleman far gone in our modern political Faith may 
aſſign theſe very Effects, as Arguments for his believing the 
Miniſter's Councils to have been prudent and upright. 

I confeſs, my Lords, it is very bard to account for this 
moſt extraordinary Sort of Faith; but thank God! what- 
ever it may do within, it does not as yet prevail much with- 
out Doors, and its having of late Years prevailed ſo much 
within, may perhaps proceed from our having been ſo long 
without making a ſtrict Enquiry into the Conduct of any Mi- 
miſter ; for a Chief or a Prime Miniſter ſtands in ſo elevated a 
Station, that many are dazzled with the Luſtre of his Cha- 
ratter ; but when he is once brought to the Bar of this Houſe, 
that Luſtre generally appears to be nothing but Tinſel, ayd 
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the Stuff and Ground-work then appears to be black and 
horrid. This, I. ſay, my Lords, is generally the Cafe; when 


a Miniſter's Conduct is fairly brovght under the Examine. | 


tion of this Houſe ; but this can never happen in. time 9 
come, if the only Argument made uſe of againſt this Motion 


be allowed to have any Weight. It is very certain, we en 
never pretend to examine the Conduct of any public Aﬀair, 
without ſeeing and examining all the public Papers relating not 


only to that Affair, but to ever; other public Affair that hasany 


Connection with it; and if it ſhould be received as a Maxim for 


our Conduct in this Houſe, that we muſt never call for any Pa 
pers, when the Miniſter or his Friends inſinuate, that they con- 
tain important Secret of State. a Diſcovery whereof would be 
of infinite Prejudice to the Public, it is equally certain, that the 
Miniſter will always make uſe of this Pretence, when he is con. 
ſcious, that his Conduct has been fuch as cannot bear the 
Light. The Conſequence is, that we muſt never-enquite, 
but when the Miniſter has a Mind we ſhould ; and the Con. 
ſequence of this again is, that we muſt be the fartheſt from en- 
quiring, when there is the greateſt Occaf for an Enquiry; 
when, perhaps, the very Being of the Nation depends upon 
a ſtrict and impartial Parliamentary Enquiry,  —© 

I ſhall grant my Lords, that an important Secret will al. 
ways be the more ſafely kept, the fewer it is communicated 
to; and I ſhall likewiſe grant, that our calling for Papers of 
any Kind might, probably, give Occaſion to the other Houſe" 
calling for the ſame : Nay, I ſhall grant farther, that ff am 
of thoſe Papers contained important Secrets of State, ſuch 


Secrets might thereby come to be diſcovered ; but, I hope, it | 


will not be ſaid, that they would certainly be diſcovered, 
and I am very far from thinking there would be any great 
Danger of ſuch a Diſcovery. | Front let the Danger of 
a Diicovery be never ſo great, does not every one ſee, thit 


this Caſe, like moſt other Caſes in Politics, is attended win 


Inconveniencies of both Sides, and we muſt, as in all other 
Caſes of the ſame Nature, chuſa that Side where the Incot- 
yeniencies are the leaſt or the feweſt. To ſay, that thi 
Houſe muſt never call fox. any Papers, which may poſibly 
contain Secrets of State, a conſequently mutt never enquire 
into the Conduct of any public Affair, would be a direct and 


an immediate Overthrow of our happy Conſtitution : On the 


other hand, to ſay, that this Houſe may call for all Papen 
neceſſary for qur Information, even tho they be ſuch as may 
contain Secrets of State, is attended with this Tnconvenience, 
that the Secrets of our Government may thereby, 

ture, be ſometimes diſcovered. Does not every one of your 
Lordſhips ſee the Difference between the Inconvemencs 
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6 | 
tending theſe two Maxims ? By the former, we ſubject our- Anno 14. Geo. Il. 
ſelyes to a certain Evil, and one of the greateſt Evils that 174. 
en befall us: By the latter we ſubject ourſelves only to a 
Danger, and that Danger is ſuch a one as may, from former 
Experience, be juſtly called chimerical ; beeauſe, tho' this 
Maxim has obtained from. the very Beginning of our Conſti- 
tution, till within theſe laſt twenty Years, and tho? in Pur- 
ſuance of this Maxim many Papers of State have been called 
for, and laid. before this or the other Houſe of Parliament, 
ſome of which muſt be ſuppoſed to have contained Secrets of 
the utmoſt Importance, yet no Secret of State was ever 
thereby diſcovered ; at ;leaſt it does not appear, fo far as I 
can recollect, that ever the Nation ſuffered by any ſuch Diſ- 
corery. Can it therefore admit of a Doubt, which of theſe 
Maxims ought to be eſtabliſhed ? And if the latter is to tal:e 
Place in all our Deliberations, I hope I ſha!l hear no more 
of the Secrets that may poſſibly be diſcovered by our calling 
for Papers, which we think neceſfary for our Information, 
in order to enable us to enquire into the late Conduct of our 
public Affairs. | * 

Your Lordſhips, I hope, will now ſee the Queſtion that 
is really before you. It is not, whether it would be pro 
to lay before a ſelect Committee of this Houſe, all the Se- 
crets that relate to the Conduct of the War; but whether 
you ought in this Seſſion of Parliament to enter upon an 
Enquiry into the Conduct of the War; and when I conſider 
the Honour and Sincerity of thoſe Lords that have declared 
their Readineſs to enter into ſuch Enquiry, together with the 
Weight they ſo defervedly bear in this Houſe, I cannot 
ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Queſtion will admit of any Diſpute. 
But left a Scruple ſhould remain with any noble Lord, whe- 
ther or no we ought now to enter upon ſuch an Enquiry, 
[ ſhall beg Leave to ſtate the uſual Cauſes of an Enquiry, 
and the Intentions with which it ought to be undertaken 
and proceeded on. With regard to the Cauſes, my Lords, 
ye muſt carefully diſtinguiſh between an Enquiry, and a 
ditect Impeachment or Accuſation ; for tho? Impeachments 
generally come from the other Houſe, yet your Lordſhips all 
know, that any one of you has a Right to riſe up in his 
Place and impeach any Man concerned in the Adminiſtra- 
ton, or any Lord in this Houſe, of High Treaſon, or high 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors ; but ſuch an Accuſation muſt al- 
ways be founded upon ſome particular Facts then ſer forth, 
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e, and Proof offered to be produced. This, I ſay, my Lords, 
. 5 the Caſe, with regard to a direct Impeachment or Ac- 
. cuſation , but then with regard to an Enquiry, it is always 


founded upon general Murmurs, general Surmiles, or the 
| Y 5 general 
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any manner of Hurt, 


_ --. "i 890. )) 
Annorg.Geo-Il. general Appearance of Things. When the People'in gene 


ral murmur againſt the Meaſures of an Adminiſtration, ot 


when the Affairs of the Nation ſeem, without any viſile 


Cauſe, to be. in a bad Situation, or. when any particuly 
Affair ſeems to have been miſconducted or neglected, then 
is in every one of theſe Caſes a ſufficient Cauſe for a parly, 
mentary Enquiry into the Conduct of our Miniſters ; and 
conſequently, when theſe three concur, I will affirm, tha 
whilſt we ſit here, we are deficient in our Duty to op 
Country, our Sovereign, and ourſelves, if we do not en, 
quire firiftly and impartially into the Conduct of our pub 
lic Aﬀairs. e 
That this is the Caſe at preſent, muſt, I think, be grant 
ed by every Lord who knows any thing of the Temper .of 
tne People without doors, of the preſent melancholy State 
of Affairs both abroad and at home, or of what we might 
and ought to have done in the War we are now engaped in, 
Ihe People, my Lords, have long murmured againk the 
Meaſures of the Adminiſtration ; They murmured againſt ther 


Meaſures in Time of Peace ; they now, with equal Reaſon, 
murmur againſt their Meaſures in Time of War; and as to 


the State of our Affairs both at home and abroad, I wil 
venture to ſay, they were never in ſuch an unlucky or das 
gerous Situation; for which I ſhall grant there may be ſe 
veral Cauſes aſſigned, bur they are all ſuch as have derived 
their Origin from the late weak Councils of this Nation, 


Then with reſpect to the War, it has, I think, been mi- 


conducted or neglected in every Part of the World, and 
particularly in that Part which the Papers now called for n. 
late to. Sa 5 

It is ſurprizing, my Lords, to conſider, that this Nation 
has been put to the Expence of maintaining a powerful Squ- 
dron in the Mediterranean for two Years and a half, with- 
out attempting any thing againſt the Enemy. This Squ- 
dron, I know, was at firſt ſent out upon that ridiculous Pre 
tence of giving Weight to our Negotiations 3 and accu 
dingly when the Convention was concluded, there were Or- 
ders ſent for its returning home; but when our Miniſters ſav 
the Reception their Convention met with from the Nation 
in general, they thought it neceſſary for their own Safety to 
countermand thoſe Orders; yet ſtill our Squadron was to le 
there as an uſeleſs Burden upon this Nation, and a h 
Neighbour to Spain; and thus it continued even after ou 
Declaration of War; for, except the taking of two or thre 
Ships, and a few Barks, that Squadron has done no manne! 
of Hurt to the Enemy, nor ſo much as attempted to do then 
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This ſutprizing Inactivity, my Lords, cannot be imputed Anno14.Geo, II- 


to the Gentleman whocommands that Squadron. From the 
known Character of Admiral Haddock we muſt- ſuppoſe, not 
only that he had no Orders to make any Attempt againſt the 


Enemy at Land, but that he had _ Orders to the con- 


trary; for tho he was not provided with a proper Force for 


ating offenſively, yet he might have done ſomething with 


his Ships and Seamen alone, and without. any Land-Force. 


Had he, indeed, been provided with but 1500 Land- For- 
ces, he might have landed and laid waſte many Parts of- 


the open Country, and would have kept the whole Coaſts of 
Sain in a continual. Terror, which would have contributed 
towards retrieving our Character abroad, and towards ma- 
king the Enemy ſoon tired of the War. But inſtead of this, 
we have never yet ſent any Force to that Admiral, for en- 
abling him to undertake any Expedition againſt the Enemy 3 
and how can we ſuppoſe, that he has Orders for undertaking 
any ſecret Expedition, when he is no way provided with 
what is neceſſary for that Purpoſe ? PREY _ 

My Lords, I am from hence fully convinced, that, if Ad- 
miral Haddock's Inſtructions were not communicated to his 
Majeſty's Cabinet-Council, it was not becauſe of the Danger 
of their being diſcovered to the Enemy, but becauſe of the 
Danger of their being diſcovered to this Houſe, or, per- 
haps, diſapproved of by a Majority of thoſe who had the 
Honour to be of his Majeſty's Council ; for we are not to 
ſuppoſe, that every public Meaſure is approved of by them, 
becauſe we have ſometimes in this Nation a Cabinet-Council 
above that of the King's, in Power, tho' not in Character. 
Whilſt the Duke of Buckingham was Prime Miniſter to King 


Charles I. he had a Cabinet-Council of his own, a ſelect _ 


Number of his own Creatures and 'Tools, where every thing 
was reſolved on before its being laid before the King's Ca- 
binet Council. It was brought there only for Form's Sake, 
and Care was taken not to have any one there, that would 
ſeriouſly and ſtedfaſtly dare to oppoſe any thing that had been 

reſolved on by the Cabinet-Council of the Prime Miniſter. 
I know, my Lords, I do not. ſpeak 
talking of what happened in King Charles I's Time, I make 
uſe of the Term Cabinet-Council, becauſe it is a Term, of a 
much later Date ; for in thoſe Days, . beſides this Houſe, the 
King had no other Council, but that which we ſtill call the 
Privy Council, and of that Council there was always a Com- 
mittee appointed to conſider and take Care of foreign Af- 
fairs ; but the Reſolutions of that Committee were not car- 
ned into Execution, till they were approved of by the Pri- 
vy Council: In that Council there then ſat ſeveral great Of- 
| cers, 
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Annor4.Geo. II. ficers, ſuch as the Lord High Treaſurer, the Lord High 44. 
1749. mira], and others, who by their Birth and Quality, as wat 
as by the Importance of the Poſts they enjoyed, added Weight 
and Dignity to the Council of which they were Member; 
but theſe high Offices are now ſplit into Commiſſions; and 
ſometimes granted to Men who have neither Birth, ity, 
nor Character, which is not done for the Sake of diſpatching 
Buſineſs, (for every one knows, the whole Buſineſs of the 
Office is now chiefly directed by one, in the ſame Manner i 
was formerly) but for the Sake of multiplying Salaries and 
gaining Votes. This has very much derogated from the 
Authority of that Aſſembly, and is, I believe, the chief 
Cauſe of their Power being now almoſt entirely uſurped and 
exerciſed by what is called the Cabinet-Council z but even 
What we now call the Cabinet-Council has not always the 
Power or Influence they ſeem to have; for when any one 
Miniſter happens to get the ſole Direction of all public Af t 
fairs, the other Members of the Cabinet-Council, or at leaf | 
the Majority of them, ſerve only to give a Sort of Auths t 
rity to what the Miniſter has been pleaſed to reſolve on. 
Whether the Inſtructions given to Admiral Haddock wen b 
drawn up by the Advice of his Majeſty's Cabinet-Counal, 
or by the Advice of one ſole Miniſter, I ſhall not determine; | 
but this I will ſay, it is impoſſible they can contain Secret \ 
relating to any important Expedition againſt the Enemy, be- 
cauſe he was not, nor is yet provided with a proper Force 0 
for ſuch an Expedition; and I think it hardly poſlible to 
ſuppoſe, they contain any DireQions about ſecret Intell 
ence, or about carrying on a Correſpondence with any Per 
ons in Spain; for, I think, it is plain, that neither our Mi 
niſters here, nor our Admiral there, had any ſecret Intell « 
gence, otherwiſe the Span; Squadron could never hare 
made its Eſcape, firſt from Cadiz, and next from Frrrol, with: 
out our having any Squadron in the Way to intercept i. 
T really do not know what the noble Lord meant by giving | 
our Admiral Directions how to get Intelligence about the Bl” 
Enemy's Deſigns againſt our Poſſeſſions, or our Trade in the p 
Mediterranean, becauſe I cannot ſuggeſt to myſelf any De | 
ſigns they could form againſt either, which might not hav 
been eaſily prevented without our being at one Shilling Ex | 
pence for ſecret Intelligence. With regard to Gibraltar, they | 
could form no dangerous Defign againſt it, becauſe I really 
take it to be impregnable. There are but two Ways af 
taking it from us, that is, by Treachery or by Starving. A- 
gainſt the firſt, the moſt proper Way to provide, is by th 
Houſe's having always a watchful and a ſtrict Eye over the 
Conduct of our Miniſters ; and againſt the laft, we may 1 
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ſy provide, for ſurely it is eaſy for us to have always three Anno 14. Ces. II. 


or e Months Proviſions in the Place, and in that Time we 
all always have an Opportunity to ſend a Squadron from 
England for its Relief; for in order to take it by Starving, it 
muſt be block' d up by Sea as well as by Land. 

Wich regard to Port-Mahen, indeed, I ſhall grant it may 
be taken by a Siege, if the Enemy ſhould cnce land a ſuffi- 
cient Army in the Iſland for that Purpoſe; but then, if we 
have a Squadron in thoſe Seas, they muſt ſend at once not 
only Ammunition and all other Things neceſſary for the 
Siege, but they muſt alſo ſend Proviſions for ſubſiſting their 
Army during the Siege; for tho' their Army ſhould by 
Stealth. or by Accident, get into the Ifland, they could ex- 
pect no Supply of Proviſions after our Squadron came up to 
prevent it. My Lords, if we conſider theſe Difficulties: If 
we conſider that the Spaniards muſt land at leaſt 10, ooo Men 
to conquer the Iſland of Minorca : That this Army muſt car- 
ry every thing, even Proviſions along with them : That 
their Fleet for tranſporting this Army might be intercepted 
in its Paſſage by our Men of War: That, even after their 
landing, a brisk Attack from the Seamen of a powerful Squa- 
dron, aſſiſted by a Sally from the Gariſon, might ruin their 
whole Army, and of Courſe make them all Priſoners of 
War: I ſay, if we conſider theſe Things, our Fears about 
Maorca will appear as chimerical as our Fears of an Invaſi- 


on at home. 'This, indeed, has been the -Bane of our Con- 


duct during the whole Courſe of this War: By chimerical 
Apprehenſions and mere Phantoms, we have been diverted 
from proſecuting the War in the Manner we ought to have 
done. The Spaniards, I believe, were ſenſible of our Ti- 


midity, or, perhaps, had Directions from hence: They 


made a Feint as if they intended to invade us at home: 
They made a Feint as if they intended to invade Minorca: I 
have not ſo much as a Suſpicion they were ſerious, in either, 
and yet in both they ſucceeded in what was their real View. 
Bythe firſt they prevented our ſending any Land-Force to the 
Heft. Indies at the Beginning of the War: By the ſecond they 
drew our Squadron away from Gibraltar, and by that Means 
their $quadron got ſafe from Cadiz. g 


But ſuppoſe, my Lords, we had thought, that their De- 


len againſt Minorca was real, and ſuppoſe they had aſſem- 
bled a ſufficient Army in Majorca, with a Train of batter- 
ing Cannon, Mortars, Bombs, Ammunition, and every Thing 
neceſſary for a Siege, together with Proviſions for ſubſiſting 
their Army during that Siege, which, I am ſure, was very 


ter from being the Caſe, what Occaſion had we to ſend our 
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95 and Land, are generally drawn up with a View to the Safety | 
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We knew, they had nor ſo much as one Man of War 0 
convoy their Tranſports ; three or four Men of War there 
fore would have been ſufficient to prevent their daring to put 
to Sea, or to diſperſe their Fleets of 'Tranſport, and fink or 
take a great many of them, if they did. To tell us, that 
a Fleet ſufficient for tranſporting 10 or 12,000 Men might 
have flole by our Men of War in the Night-Time, or in x 
Fog, is very ſurprizing, eſpecially as we knew the Port 
from which they were to ſail, and the very Point to which 
they were to direct their Courſe ; for the Iſland of Minru 
may juſtly be called a Point in the Terms uſual at Ses. 
Our Meaſures in the Proſecution of this War are r | 
voking ; but I muſt ſay, my Lords, it is ſtill more provcł- 
ing, to hear ſuch Arguments made uſe of in Vindication of 
ſuch Meaſures. | | 

Our chief Admiral being thus gone from Gibraltar as wel 
as Cadiz, and an inferior Admiral left there, we are next 
told, the Cadiz Squadron eſcaped from thence to Ferm, by 
an accidental Miſtake with reſpe& to ſome freſh Orders ſent 
from hence. This, I know, my Lords, may very well be; 
for our Orders and Inſtructions are generally ſo perplex d 
that a Miſtake may very probably happen. In France, ther 
Orders to their Generals and Admirals are always fo plan 
and explicit, that they cannot be miſunderſtood; but in 
this Country, our Orders to our Commanders, both by Sea 


of our Miniſters, let what will happen: For this Reaſon, 
ſome doubtful Expreſſions are uſually made uſe of, or fac 
as will bear a double Meaning. If our Commander ſucereds 
in any Expedition, our Miniſters then plume themſelves in 
the Succeſs ; it was owing to the Wiſdom of their Inſtrodt- 
ons; but if our Commander fails in the Attempt, our Min 
ſters then cry, he miſtook his Orders, tho? ill Succek 
was perhaps entirely owing to ſome Blunder or Failure 0 
their Part. This was the Caſe, I believe, with regard to 
Admiral Vernon; I believe his Orders were very ambiguous; 
even he himſelf ſeemed to think ſo : Had he failed in bs 
Attempt upon Porto Bello, our Miniſters, I am convinced, 
would have accuſed him of a raſh Miſtake, and would have 
denied their 2 given him Orders to make any ſuch At 
tempt, though, if he had failed, his ill Succeſs would ctr 
tainly have been owing to their not having provided bin 
with a proper Force. This is now the Caſe with regard 1 
Admiral Haddact : The Spaniſb Squadron made their Eſcape, 
and therefore, this Eſcape muſt now be imputed to an — 
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m? dental Miſtake with reſpe& to Orders. My Lords, if there Anno 14. Geo. II. "ll 
to was any Miſtake, let us ſee where that Miſtake lies; let us 1740: an 
re · ſe whether it was not a Miſtake, that can admit of no Ea: ; | 

Put caſe. If it was, I am convinced, it was not the Admiral's; | 9 
2 for Admiral Haddock is known to be ſo much Maſter of his mn 
hat Buſineſs, that he could not be guilty of a groſs Miſtake; | 

at and as little can it be ſuſpected to have been the Miſtake of 
2 the other Admiral left at Gibraltar, whoſe Experience and 
Conduct have, upon former Occaſions, been ſufficiently ma- | 
nifeſted. ; : * 

As for what has been mentioned in relation to Admiral | 
Rik, we know, my Lords, the Hiſtory from which it was 
taken. It is a Story of Biſhop. Burnet's in his Hiſtory of his 
own Times, and thoſe who have fat in this Houſe with that 
Prelate muſt know, he was a very credulous, weak Man. I 
remember him, my Lords, in this Houſe, and I likewiſe 
remember, that my Lord Halliſax, my Lord Somers, and his 
other Friends in the Houſe, were always in a Terror when 
he roſe up to ſpeak, leſt he ſhould injure their Cauſe by ſome 
Blunder, With regard to what he ſays againſt Admiral 
Rok, I know J have heard it from thoſe that were preſent, 
that the greateſt Part of it is a downright Lie: The Biſhop, 
it is well known, was no Friend to that Admiral; and 
therefore he eaſily gave Credit, as he generally did in like 
Caſes, to every malicious Story he heard againſt him, 

But this, my Lords, does not ſignify much with reſpect 
to the Queſtion now before us: I took notice of it only in 
order to vindicate that Admiral's Character from the mali- 
cious Stories the Biſhop has recorded againſt him. I wiſh 
we had proſecuted this War with as much Wiſdom and Vi- 
gour as we did the War we were engaged in, when that Ad- 
miral commanded our Squadrons, We then attack*d the 
Enemy both by Land and Sea ; we attack'd them in every 
Part with Vigour, and generally with Succeſs 5 we under- 
wok many Expeditions ; our Orders to our Admirals then 
certainly contained many important Secrets, yet, during 
the Continuance of that War, ſeveral Parliamentary Enqui- 
res were ſet on Foot, both into the Conduct of particular 
Admirals, and into the Conduct of the Admiralty- Board in 
general. For that Purpoſe, many Papers were called for, no 
Papers were ever refuſed that were called for, and yet we do 
not find, that any of the Secrets of our Government were ever 
thereby diſcovered to the Enemy. What then ſhould make us 
lo much afraid now of diſcovering the Secrets of our Govern- 
ment? Does this Houſe, or does the other Houſe now de- 
ſerve leſs Confidence from our Miniſters, than in the late 
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Ade 74. Geo. II. War? My Lords, I am convinced, the Oppoſition to thi 
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and all ſuch Motions does not proceed from any Apprehbeh. 
ſion, leſt the Secrets of our Government ſhould be diſcoverel 
to the Enemy, but from an Apprehenſion, left this Houſe 


and the Nation ſhould diſcover, that our Government have 


no Secrets relating to the Proſecution of the War, or per. 
haps that our Miniſters have given ſuch Orders, as muſt pre. 
vent its being proſecuted with Effect. | 

From what I have ſaid, my Lords, there muſt, I think, 
ariſe ſome very ſtrong Suſpicions, that the War has been 
miſconducted or ne letted ; and if this be a Motive for an 
Enquiry ; if a moſt general Murmur among the People bez 
Motive for an Enquiry ; if a moſt melancholy State of Afain 
be a Motive for an Enquiry ; if theſe three Motives united 
together can or ought to prevail with us to enquire into the 
late Conduct of our public Affairs; then, I ſay, it is noy 
abſolutely neceſſary for us to enter upon that Enquiry ; and 
if this be neceſſary, there can be no Queſtion about calling 
for the Papers now moved for, becauſe whatever Secret 
they may contain, we muſt have them, we muſt ſee them, 


we mult examine them, either in the Houſe, or by a Com 


mittee, before we can enter upon ſuch an Enquiry. There. 
fore, if this Motion be diſagreed to by a Majority, I ſhall 
conclude, that your Lordſhips are againſt any Enquiry, i 
which Caſe J ſhall condole with my Country upon the dil 


mal Proſpect of its Affairs; for, I think, it is evident, that 


our Operations of War are under the Influence of the fame 
pufillanimous Spirit, which influenced our late Negotiations 


for Peace; and if your Lordſnips are reſolved to allow the 


ſame Spirit to continue its baneful Influence, I ſhall exped 
to ſee the former as tedious and fruitleſs as the latter; bu 
the Effects will be much more fatal; for during our peace 
able Negotiation, the Nation was at no great extraordmaty 
Expence, and our Trade ſuffered only in one _ but 
now the Nation is loaded with a monfirous Expence, and 
our Trade ſuffers in every Part, which muſt exhauſt us ſo ef 
fectually, that in a ſhort Time, inſtead of attacking tit 
Enemy, we ſhall be in no Condition to defend ourſelves. 
This diſmal Effect, I hope, your Lordſhips will endeavour 
to prevent: I hope you will, by a ſtrict Enquiry, endeavour 
to remove that Influence which clogs the Wheels of all our 
warlike Operations; and this ought to be the chief Intention 
of your Enquiry. There may be ſome guilty Perſons among 
us, but their Puniſhment is of little Conſideration, whe 
compared with the impending Ruin of the Nation: The * 
verting of this ought to be our principal Aim ; and thi 
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t our Sovereign, which we cannot pretend to do, without 
fr making ourſelves acquainted with the late Conduct, and 
the preſent State of our public Aﬀirs. We have too long 
put an implicit Faith in the Conduct of our Miniſters : The 
bffects may now convince us, we have been in the wrong. 
The dangerous State of the Affairs of Europe, the unlucky 
state of the Affairs of this Nation, muſt convince us, that 
if the late Conduct of our Miniſter has not been wicked, 
it has at leaſt been unwiſe. For many Years he gave us 
a Sample of his Dexterity in managing foreign Negotiations ; 
he has now given us a Sample of his Dexterity in managing 
a War: I do not think we have great Reaſon to applaud 
his Dexterity in either. By negotiating Alliances with all 
the Powers of Europe round, we at laſt left ourſelves with- 
out one Friend or Ally in the World: By negotiating with 
Sain for a Peace, we blundered ourſelves into a War: By 
an imprudent Proſecution of that War, we may blunder 
ourſelves into inevitable Ruin. We are now upon the Brink. 
of a Precipice : Shall we ftill keep our Eyes ſhut, and truſt 
our Retreat to the Guidance of him, who inadvertently, I 
ſhall not ſay deſignedly, brought us into the Danger? I am 
ſure, my Lords, I ſhall not, if I can by any means avoid 
it, and therefore I muſt be for agreeing with the noble Lord 
in his Motion. N 8 IR 1 | 

The Lord Chancellor. | 
My Lords, | | | 
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ſpoke laſt, yet I do not form my Opinion, in any Qae- 
ſion of a political Nature, by a Sort of Faith, but by 
Enquiry and Conviction. If I allowed myſelf to be go- 
rerned by a Faith in what any Man ſays, I am ſure, 


War, I ſhould as readily put a Faith in what the. noble 
Duke ſays of it, as in what can be ſaid of it by any 
other Man in the Kingdom; but in all Caſes that come 
before this Houſe, I think myſelf obliged, both in Ho- 
nour and Conſcience, to depend upon my own Judgment 
alone, weak as it is, and according to that to regulate my 
Behaviour here. It is, I confeſs, my Lords, a very great 
Misfortune to thoſe concerned in the Adminiſtration, to 
have the noble Duke's Opinion againſt their Conduct in the 
War, becauſe his Grace's Experience in military Affairs, 
and his Character in the World, muſt of courſe contribute 
2 great deal towards giving People a Prejudice againſt the 

Ss : Meaſures 


with regard to my Opinion of the Conduct of the preſent 


Purpoſe, we ought to interpoſe with our moſt ſincere Adviee anno 14. Geo. II. 


1740. 


Though I may perhaps have a greater* Confidence in Lord Chancel - 
the Conduct of our Miniſters, than the noble Duke that lor. 


| 89 1 
F Anno 14. Geo. II. Meaſures of our Adminiſtration :. But as every Lord in thi 
| 1740» Houſe is obliged carefully to guard inſt his being 
— judiced by the Opinion of another, I have withoat * 
| judice or Favour examined ſtrictly, and conſidered-matuns 
| ly, every Step of our Conduct ſince the War began; an 
= | upon the niceſt Scrutiny, I am fully convinced, that exe 
mw Step we have taken was the moſt prudent that could by 
1 taken in the Circumſtances we were then in, and that ng 
= | thing has been omitted or neglected, which we could 
= | | Prudence, or. with any View of Succeſs, reſolve to unde 
1 4 take. This, my Lords, is my Opinion, and, I believe, jj 
= would be thoroughly confirmed by an impartial Enquiry ins 
the Conduct of our Miniſters: By ſuch an Enquiry t 
would be juſtified ; but, my Lords, by ſuch an Enquiry i 
this Time, the Nation might, probably, be ruined ; a 
therefore, though I ſhall be as ready as any Lord in thi 
Houſe to enter upon an Enquiry, when a ſeaſonable Oy 
portunity offers, yet at this Time I cannot help declari 
againſt it. | | 
The noble Duke was pleaſed to ſay, that in moſt Quel 
ons of a political Nature there are Inconveniencies of b 
Sides, and we ought to chuſe that Side, which is aten 
with the leaſt or the feweſt Inconveniencies. I ſhall adn 
that the Queſtion now before us is a Queſtion of this 
ture: There is on each Side a Danger to be apprehie 
ed, and every Lord ought, I hope every Lord will ch 
that Side, which he thinks leaſt expoſes the Nation to Di 
ger. By having the Papers now moved for, laid before 
Houſe, it is granted by all, that we ſhall expoſe the 
tion to the Danger of having its Secrets divulged to 
Enemy : By refuſing to call for theſe Papers, and ol 
quently deferring an Enquiry into the Conduct of the 
it is ſaid, by the Lords who ſpoke in Favour of this 
tion, and by them only, that we ſhall expoſe the NW 
to the Danger of having the War continued to be con 
ed by thoſe, who have already ſhewn, that they Jn: 
neither Wiſdom, Skill, nor Courage, to conduct it in an 
per and effectual Manner. Of theſe two Dangers I ſhall mal 
ly grant, that the laſt is the greateſt ; but I cannot agree 
the noble Lords in thinking, that there is any ſuch 8 
ger; for if the War has hitherto been conducted will 
poſſible Wiſdom and Vigour, the Nation can then bg 
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ſed to no Danger, by having the future Conduct of it cat Pa 
tinued in the ſame Hands. 1 Wi 
Thus your Lordſhips muſt ſee, that the Queſtion” 8 : 

: | 


before us turns entirely upon the Opinion each 
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em to himſelf of our paſt Conduct in the War. Thoſe Anno 14. Ges. II. 
„no think, that our Conduct hitherto has been exceffively 1740. 
ad, will, I believe, give their Opinion upon the Affirma- 
cre Side of this Queſtion ; and thoſe who think otherwiſe, 
nuſt certainly declare themſelves for the Negative. But, 
py Lords, I muſt obſerve, that no Lord ought to declare 
xr the Affirmative, unleſs he be fully and clearly convinced, 

at our Conduct has been exceſſively bad; becauſe this 
Dueſtion, if agreed to, will in its Conſequences expoſe the 

ation to two very great Dangers: One of the two I have 
entioned already, which is that of having the Secrets of 

r Government diſcloſed to the Enemy: This Danger, 
thatever others may think, is, in my Opinion, almoſt un- 
roidable ; for I think, it is hardly poſſible to conceal what 
$ communicated to two fuch numerous Aſſemblies, as this 
ad the other Houſe of Parliament; and though we ſhould 
oth name ſele& Committees, yet every thing muſt be com- 
wnicated by that Committee to the whole Houſe, that 
hay be intended as a Foundation for the Opinion, Deter- 
kination, or Reſolution of the whole Houſe ; for ſurely it 
would not be expected, that the Houſe would, upon the 
port, agree to the Reſolutions of their Committee, with- 
n being made acquainted with every Fact, and ſeeing 

ey Paper upon which thoſe Reſolutions were founded. 

I do not at all wonder, my Lords, at our Hiſtorians not 
wing complained of the Secrets of our Government having 
been diſcovered to the Enemy, or of the Nation's ſuffering 
by fuch Diſcoveries, becauſe, though we have had many 

| tlamentary Enquiries, yet thoſe Enquiries have general- 
deen into the Conduct and e ee of ſome parti- 
Perſon, or of ſome particular Affair, and were never ſet 
n Foot, till the Affair was quite over, which was to be en- 
Juired into. Of this Nature were all the Enquiries during 
he Continuance of the two late Wars: That in relation to 
Admiral Nel was ſet on Foot at his own Deſire, which he 
Fas — to by ſome Reflexions thrown out againſt his 
Conduct, upon the Motion for returning him Thanks. It re- 
lated to a particular Affair only, and was not ſet on Foot till af- 
ter the Affair was over; ſo that if there were any Secrets in the 
Papers relating to it, they were ſuch as could be of no Ad- 
vantage to the Enemy, nor of 'any Prejudice to this Nation. 
That againſt Admiral Rook was likewiſe an Enquiry into a 
particular Affair, and into that particular Admiral's Conduct 
with regard to that Affair; and it was not ſet on Foot, till 
lng after the Affair was over. As to the general Enquiry 
that was made, during the laſt War, into the Conduct of 
| | | the 
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Anno 14 Ces. II. the Admiralty- Board, your Lordſhips all Know, it wWas ſet 


on Foot on a Complaint of the Merchants againſt that Board, 


Wa cd it related only to the Meaſures they had taken for pro- 


tecting our Trade by Cruiſers and Convoys, which could 
contain no Secrets that could be of any Advantage. to the 
Enemy, becauſe the Meaſures taken for protecting our 
Trade muſt be in a perpetual Courſe of Fluctuation, accords 
ing as Accidents happen, Occaſions require, or Advice 


arrive. 


From hence, my Lords, it is plain, that none of the 


Parliamentary Enquiries ſet on, Foot during the Wan in 
King William and Queen Annes Time, can be brought az 
a Precedent for the Enquiry now propoſed ; nor. can it be 
ſaid, that any of them were ſo much as liable to the Object. 
on of being attended with the Danger of diſcovering the 
Secrets of our Government to the Enemy. But beſides this 
my Lords, an Enquiry into the late Conduct of our publi 
Affairs would be attended with another Danger, which in ig 
Conſequences might be extremely pernicious to the Nation; 
L mean that of creating a Breach between his Majeſty and 
his Parliament. We know how apt People are to find fault 
with thoſe placed in Authority over them, and how ready 
they are to aggravate the inevitable Miſtakes or human 
Frailties of a Miniſter: This is the Reaſon, that, when 
Miniſter's Conduct comes under the Inquiſition of Parliament, 


he ſeldom gets off without a Cenſure. Though our preſet 


Miniſters are, I believe, as free from Faults as any Miniſter 
ever were, yet one does not know, what might be the 
Conſequence of a parliamentary Enquiry. With regard uo 
ſome of them, the Enquiry might end in a Cenſure, andthe 
Conſequence of this would be an Addreſs to his ey to 
remoye them: Perhaps his Majeſty might not be af the 
ſame Opinion with his Parliament; for, in this Caſe, I hope 
it will be allowed, he has a Right to judge for himlelf 
Perhaps he might not think his Miniſters deſerved Cenlure, 
though his Parliament did; and if he thought ſo, he would 
probably refuſe to remove them. On the other hand, the 
Parliament would probably inſiſt upon their Requeſt being 
complied with; and this might at laſt produce a total Breach 
between King and Parliament, which would be. one of the 
moſt unlucky Accidents that could happen to this Nation i 

its preſent Circumſtances. | : 5 
Having thus, I hope, ſet in a clear and a trus Light the 
Dangers that attend our enquiring into the late Condud of 
our public Affairs, and calling for all the Papers, and. al 
the Lights that may be neceſſary for that Purpole, . 
2 a Ph 
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ips will think, we ought not wantonly, and Annor4. Geo. II. 


theſe Dangers 3 and therefore, I think, every Lord that is 
to give his Vote in Favour of this Queſtion, ought to be 
fully convinced from his own Knowledge, and according to 


egregiouſly ill conducted; and that it is impoſſible to ex- 
pet any Succeſs, whilſt it remains under the ſame Sort of 
Management. As I have no Experience in warlike Affairs; 


Reading and Converſation, I ſhall not pretend to account 
for our no: attempting to attack the Enemy. at Land in 
Europe : All J can ſay is, that we never got much by any 
ſuch Attack, and therefore, unleſs we could have expected 
to meet with the Plunder of ſome Galleons, as we did at 
Vigo, or ſome ſuch Booty, I think no Advantage we could 
have propoſed to reap by ſuch an Attack, would have 
equaled the Riſk and Expence. And as to the W2ft. In lies, 
we have now ſent a Force thither, from which we have all 


—_— 
* 


tages, and which will, I hope, ſoon compel the Enemy to 
ſubmit to reaſonable Terms. We might, perhaps, have 
done more againſt the Enemy, both in Europe and America, 
than we have done; but I am very ſure, I cannot poſitively 
fy ſo: This may, indeed, proceed from my Ignorance in 
warlike Affairs; but, my Lords, this very Ignorance is a 
good Reaſon for my giving my Negative to this Queſtion, 
becauſe neither I, nor any Lord in this Houſe, ought to 
expoſe his Country to Dangers, which he clearly foreſee, 


or comprehend. | | 
But, my Lords, tho* I have no Experience, and very 
little Knowledge in warlike Affairs, yet I have ſome Know- 
ledge in Hiſtory, and when I compare what has been done 
in the preſent War, with what was done in the former 
Wars which we have been engaged in againſt Spain, I can- 
not much complain of our Inaction either in Europe or Ame- 
rica. In Queen Elizabeth's Time, tho* the War againſt 
Spain began in 1385, and laſted till that Queen's Death in 
1603, which was 17 Years, yet in all that Time there were 
but three or four Expeditions of Conſequence undertaken 
agunſt the Enemy, either in Spain or the Indies; and tho? 
the private Adventurers got ſometimes a rich Booty, yet the 
Nation never reaped any Advantage, nor kept Poſſeſſion of 
any one Place they had the good Fortune to take. Again, 
1740. | 4 G in 
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— a very ſufficient Cauſe, to expoſe our Country to 
his own Judgment, that the War has been hitherto moſt 


25 I know nothing of them, but what I have learned from 


the Reaſon in the World to expect great national Advan- | 


for the Sake of avoiding a Danger, which he cannot foreſee 


1740. 


1740. 
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Ano 14.Geo.IT. in Ol ver CromwwelI's Time, tho" che War agaiiift dun iy 


gan in 1654, and continued till his Death in 2658, yet ng 
one Expedition was undertaken, or, I believe, ſo mach x 
thought of, againſt any of the Dominions of - Spain, eitept 
that one Expedition by which the War was begun, und by 
which we got and kept the Iſland of 7amaice in the iy. 
Indies; ſo that in the main it cannot, I think, be ſaid, that 
we have been leſs active in the preſent War, than we were 
in that begun by Queen Elizabeth, or in that begun by 0}; 
ver Cromwell; and, I believe, neither Queen Elizabei}'s 
nor Oliver CromwelP's Government will be accuſed either of 
Want of Wiſdom, or Want of Vigouur.. 

J do not therefore think, my Lords, that there has been 
any ſuch Miſconduct or Negligence in the Proſecution of the 
War, as can afford any reaſonable Cauſe for this Houſe to 
ſet on Foot ſuch a general Enquiry as ſeems to be the Inten- 
tion of this Motion; and as to the other Cauſes amention- 
ed by the noble Duke, for prevailing with us to enter upon 
ſuch an Enquiry, they cannot, I think, when rightly con- 
ſidered, have any Weight. The preſent unlucky Situation 


of the Affairs of Eurote, is evidently owing to the Death of 


the Emperor; and the Situation of our Affairs at home can 
no way be ſaid to be unlucky, otherwiſe than as we may be 
involved in the Misſortunes that may reſult from that unlucky 
Accident. As for the Murmurs or Clamours without Doors, 
they can never of themſelves be a ſufficient Cauſe for an En- 
quiry, eſpecially with regard to our Conduct in time of War; 
for in every War there will be ſach Murmurs. In the lf 
glorious War, notwithſtanding our repeated and "continued 
Succeſſes, there were Murmurs againſt the Conduct of the 


War, and thoſe Murmurs were, I believe, as general as they 


are againſt our Conduct in the preſent. But, my Lord; 
when we talk of the Murmurs and Clamours without Doors, 
we ought to reflect on the many falſe, ſeditious, and ſcur- 
lous Libels that are daily publiſhed againſt his Majeſty and 
his Government, as well as againſt the Meaſures of the AG 
miniſtration. It is to theſe chiefly, that all the Clamours and 
Diſcontents of the People are moſt properly to be'imputed. 
By theſe Libels his Majeſty's Government is traduced ; and 
every Meaſure that can be purſued by the Adminiſtration 
miſrepreſented ; and as the People are always more apt t0 
find fault with, than to applaud or juſtify the Cohdu d 


their Superiors, they ſwallow greedily, and believe impl. 


citly, the Falſhoods and Miſrepreſentations contained i tel 
Libels, while at the ſame time they yield no * a, 
| | | 2 | . 2 
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haps, will not be at the Pains to perũſe, ' what is wrote Anno 14. Oeo. Ii 


in Favour of the Government of their Country. Therefore, 
if your Lordſhips have a Mind to enquire into any Thing, 
there is no Subject more proper or neceſſary for your Conſi- 
deration, than an Enquiry into the Authors and Publiſhers 
of theſe Libels, and the moſt effectual Method for putting a 
Stop to this growing Evil. | 

Such an Enquiry as this; my Lords, coald expoſe our 
Country to no Danger, but might lay a Foundation for our 
Tranquillity in all Time to come: Whereas an Enquiry 
into the Conduct of a War, fagrante Bello, muſt always be 
attended with great Danger, by rendering in a manner pub- 
lic, all the Meaſures that have been taken, and all the Mea - 
ſures that have been concerted, either for diſtreſſing the Ene- 
my, or defending ourſelves: Nor is it, my Lords, any way 
inconſiſtent with the Dignity of this Aſſembly to ſuppoſe, 
that what is once laid before us muſt ſoon be made public, 
eſpecially whilſt you admit ſo many Strangers to be preſent 
at all your Debates. This, my Lords, js really inconſiſtent 
with the Dignity of this Aſſembly : You depart from your 
antient Dignity, when you admit of ſuch an Audience; and 
the Misfortune which neceſſarily attends it is, that what 1s 
ſaid or done in this Houſe, is too often made a Handle of, for 
inllaming the Minds of the People, and for raiſing thoſe Cla- 
mours and Diſcontents without Doors, which are afterwards 


made uſe of as Arguments for influencing our Proceedings 
within ; but ſuch Arguments I ſhall never allow to have any 
Weight with me ; and as they ſeem to be the chief Argu- 
ments in Favour of this Motion, I muſt therefore declare 


myſelf agaiuſt it. 
Earl of Chefterfield. 
My Lords, 7 


I difter ſo widely from the noble Lord that ſpoke laſt, in Earl of Cheſter 
my Opinion about the Conduct of the preſent War, that, Ia, 


think, without any Skill in military Affairs, and with but a 
very moderate Knowledge of Hiſtory, or of the preſent 
State of this Nation and Spain, one may clearly ſee, that 
this War has been moſt weakly conducted in every Part; 
and the Enquiry intended by this Motion, I look on as an 
Enquiry into the worſt- conducted Part of the worſt-conduQs 
ed War that was ever carried on by this Nation, or, I be- 
lieve, by any other; for a Nation engaged in War generally 


exerts its utmoſt Strength, and if it does not attack the Ene- 


1740, 40 2 my 
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Anno14.Geo.1I.my with Vigour, it is becauſe of its being ſo” unequal hi 

1745 | xr Moc this it has hardly Strength enough to defend elf pr 

Is this our Caſe in the preſent War ? Is not the very contrary W 

our Caſe? The Enemy we are now engaged with has alway an 

been, and is now, a moſt unequal Match for this Nation: fu 

It is abſolutely impoſſible for them to attack us in any Par D 

of the World, with a probable View of Succeſs :' It sabfy- an 

lutely impoſſible for them to defend themſelves, in that Par ar 

of the World where it is moſt our Intereſt to attack them, ti 

if we exert our Strength, and apply it in a prudent” and yi at 

gorous Manner. But this, my Lords, we have not done: cc 

We have indeed put ourſelves to a great Expente in warlike to 

' Preparations ; but inſtead of ſending our Forces Abroad to U 

attack the Enemy, we have kept them at Home as a 80 

tacle or an N to our own People. We have made b. 

no vigorous Effort in any Part of the World; and in that C 

Part which the preſent Motion relates to, the only Efor L 

we have made, has been, in my Opinion; a wrong one. { 

We have employed our Squadron upon the Coaſts of Spain, le 

to keep their Squadron, their Fhta, and their Ships in bor, tl 

whereas we ſhould have invited them out : We ſhould have 

tempted them to put to Sea; becauſe if we had at firitſenta 

ſufficient Squadron to the We/?- Indies, they could have done 

us no Harm ; and we ſhould have had a Chance' of meeting 

with, and deſtroying them at Sea; but whilſt they remained 

in Port, as we had reſolved not to attack them there, we had 
no Chance of doing them an Injury. - 

But this, my Lords, is not the worſt Part of our Conduſl. 

The Defign on which we employed the Squadron under 

Admiral Haddock was bad; but even that Deſign, bad wit 

was, we have executed in a moſt unaccountable Manner. 

When that Squadron firſt took its Station off Cadis, the 

Enemy had then in that Port a Fhta deſigned for the V. 

Indies: The rich Cargoes deſigned to be ſent by that Flue 

were then all on Board, and the Ships almoſt ready to de- 

part. The Enemy had beſides in the ſame Port, a Squadron 

of Men of War; but that Squadron was far from being pro- 

vided with Men, Stores, or Proviſions; and as the Enemy 

are always in great Want of all theſe Neceſſaries, we knen, 

It was not in their Power to fit out that Squadron, ſo as to be 

fit for failing, in a great many Months. Theſe being the 

Enemy's known Circumſtances, what did our Squadron do? 

It continued before Cadiz, not to keep in the Enemy" 

Squadron, but to keep their Fa from ſailing, leſt _ 
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have a Chance of making ſomething conſiderable by the Re-Anno 1 4 Ceoll. 


priſals we had iſſued, which was at firſt the only Method 
we had wiſely propoſed for bringing the Enemy to Reaſon, * 
and therefore is the more ſurprizing, we ſhould take Mea- 


ſures to prevent its Effect. However, in this, if it was our 
Defign, we ſucceeded 3 the Ships of the Flaa were unloaded 
and laid up, or converted into War-Ships, and the Seamen 
and Stores provided for them, were made uſe of for fit- 
ting out their Squadron with the more Expedition, ſo that 


at laſt it was fit for failing, or at leaſt as fit as the Enemy 


could make it. As the preventing this Squadron's putting 
to Sea, was our profeſſed Deſign, one would think, we 
ſhould then have been more careful than ever of keeping our 
Squadrons before Cadiz, or at leaſt in ſuch Stations as to 
be ready to follow or intercept the Enemy's Squadron, in 
Caſe it ſhould dare to put to Sea. Was this the Caſe, my 
Lords? No, as ſoon as the Enemy's Squadron was fit for 


| ſailing, our Squadrons were all ſent out of the Way, and, 


ſo far as appears, without Orders to take any farther No- 
tice of the Enemy's Squadron at Cadiz. | 

My Lords, this Conduct is really moſt -unaccountable : 
It would almoſt provoke one to ſuſpect Treachery ; yet 
this till is not the worſt. The Enemy's Squadron failed from 


Cadiz to Ferrol: It remained there ſome Months: It took - 


in regular Troops, warlike Stores, and Proviſions, for ſup- 
plying the Span; Garriſons in the Weft-Indies : It failed 
again from Ferro/ to America, and all this without the leaſt 
Diſturbance or Interruption from any of our Squadrons. 
Soon after, two Squadrons ſailed from France to the ſame 


Part of the World : What was their Deſign, I ſhall not_ 
pretend to determine; but, I am ſure, we had Reaſon to be 


ſuſpicious ; and tho* Admiral Vernon, who was now brought 
to be upon the Defenſive, had made the beſt Diſpoſition 
poſlible, yet from many Circumſtances I have ſome Reaſon 
to believe, that his Safety, and the Safety of our Iſland of 
Jamaica, were more owing to Tempeſts and Spaniſb Indo- 
lence, than to our Conduct or Foreſight. As we were in 
Friendſhip with France, and had an uninterrupted Corre- 
ſpondence with every Part of that Kingdom, we certainly 
knew of their Preparations, we certainly knew of their Squa- 
drons ſailing ; yet we took no Care to ſend a Squadron im- 


mediately after them, but left Admiral Vernon, and all our 


Sugar-Iſlands for two or three Months to the Mercy of French 
Faith and Sincerity. 


Was 
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1740. 


its Continuance ? I am perſuaded, we cannot thereby diſco- 


( 36g ). 


appeared either Wiſdom or 4 4 in any one Step of our 
Conduct ſince the War began . noble Lord 4ays, the 

eſent Queſtion muſt turn upon the Opinion each particular 
1 * has formed to himſelf ur Conduct of the War. It 
certainly does ſo; but I will ſay, that if your Lordſhips do 
not think, that our Conduct hitherto has been exceſlively bad, 
you will differ from the Opinion of every Man in this Na. 
tion, and every Man in Europe, that knows any Thing of 
the Circumſtances of this Nation and Spain. Do not our 
common News-Papers, does not every Traveller that comes 
from abroad, inform us, that our Conduct in the War is ri 
diculed and hooted at every Court, and in every City in 
Europe? The learned Lord who ſpoke laſt may, perhaps, 
know very little of military Affairs, becauſe he has always 
been employed in ſerving his Country in a different Capa- 
city; but it is the Buſineſs and the Duty of every Lord; aud 
of every Gentleman, that is not of the Robe, to know 
ſomething-of military Affairs. In France they have no No- 
tion of a Gentleman that is not of the Robe or the Sword; 
and if your Lordſhips refuſe entering into an Enquiry, be- 
cauſe you have a good Opinion, or becauſe you have nat an 
exceſſive bad Opinion of our paſt Conduct in the War, 1 
am convinced, Foreigners will think, that this Houle is 
chiefly compoſed of Divines or Lawyers, or at -leaſt they 
will think, we know nothing of what ought to be the Buſy 
neſs of every Gentleman not bred to either of theſe Profel- 
fions ; which is an Opinion we ought not to propagate, at 
fuch a critical Conjuncture. 

The learned Lord fays, we ought not to enquire into the 
Conduct of the War, flagrazie Bellb. My Lords, it is not 
propoſed to enquire into the Conduct of the War, flagreate, 
but /anguente Pellb; and if we do not enquire into it while 
it is /znguens, I believe, we ſhall have no Opportunity to 
enquire into it white it is fagrazs : At leaſt, I believe, we 
ſhall have no ſuch Opportunity as long as it is under the 
ſame Management. But why ſnould we be ſo cautious of 
enquiring into the Conduct of the preſent War, even during 


ver any important Secrets to the Enemy; becauſe, I am con- 
vinced, there are none ſuch in any of the Papers now moved 
for: At leaſt, none but ſuch as may ruin the Nation by 
their being concealed, It there are any that may hurt the 
Nation by their being revealed, his Majeſty will certainly tel 
us fo in his Anſwer to our Addreſs ; and then we can direct 
o'r 
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our future Proceedings accordingly. And as to the Danger Anno 14. Geo. II. 
of creating a Breach between his Majeſty and his Parliament 


by ſuch an Enquiry, I am ſurprized to hear ſuch a Thing 
inſinuated by a noble Lord who is fo well acquainted with 
our Conſtitution, and with his Majeſty's perſonal Virtues. 
Qur preſent Sovereign, my Lords, is' too well acquainted 
with the happy Conttitution of our Goverament, and has too. 
great a Regard for it, to employ any Miniſter, whom he 
knows to be diſagreeable to his People or his Parliament. 
Therefore we cannot be in the leaſt apprehenſive, that his 
Majeſty would continue in his Service A Miniſter whoſe Con- 


duct had been cenſured by Parliament, and much lefs that 


he would rather break with his Parliament than comply with 
their Requeſt in removing any Miniſter from his Service. 

Thus, my Lords, it is evident, I think, that no Danger, 
no Inconvenience can enſue from our Enquiry ; but if we 
make no Enquiry, God knows what may be the Conſe- 
quence: 'The War will be continued in the ſame languid 
Manner; our Merchants will be plundered ; our Trade will 
be ruined 3 our Revenues will fink ; our Debts will riſe, till 


at laſt we ſhall have no Funds for continuing the War; and 


when we are thus exhauſted, thoſe we now ſeem ſo much 
afraid of, will probably declare againſt us; I ſay probably, 
my Lords, becauſe they may then do it without Danger 3 
for their having ſat quiet fo long, is, I believe, more owing 
to their Fear than their Inclination. But ſuppoſe this Mis- 
fortune ſhould not befal us, even our own People will at lait 
become mutinous ; theP will at laſt begin to look upon thoſe 
in Authority over them, as their greateſt Enemies, and will 
be ready to join with any Enemy, even the Spaniards them- 
ſelves, in order to get rid of ſuch a Government. In all 
Governments it is reckoned a great Happineſs, to have a 
regular, legal Method for giving the People Satisfaction, 
when they appear generally diſcontented with the Conduct of 
thoſe at the Helm of Affairs. The legal Method eſtabliſh'd 
by our Conſtitution for this Purpoſe, is by a ſtrict and im- 
partial Parliamentary Enquiry : By this Method we ſhall 
aways be able to quiet the Minds of the People, either by 
paniſhing the Guilty, or juſtifying thoſe that are wrongfully 
accuſed. But if our Parliament ſhould negle& and deſpiſe 
the Complaints of the People, in Purſuance of ſome Doctrines 
[ have lately heard advanced in this Houſe, the People will 
de pair of any legal Redreſs; and in that Caſe, they will 
certainly begin to think of doing themſelves Juſtice by a ge- 
perl Inſurrection. The Conſequence of this may be fatal to 

| many 
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Cons always ſurprized to hear any one, that has a Regard for our 
Royal Family, profeſs a Contempt of popular Clamours er 


Diſcontents. „ 
My Lords, I muſt think it very unlucky in any one, 
that argues in Favour of our Conduct in the preſent War, 
to mention Queen Elizabeth or Oliuer Cromwell: Both of 
. them began the War againſt Spain in a very different Man. 
ner from what we have now done. Queen E/izabeth began 
the War, by ſending an Army into the Zow Countries to 
aſſiſt them in throwing off the Yoke of Spain: At the ſame 
Time ſhe ſent a Squadron, with Land-Forces on board, to 
the . Weft-Indies, not with ſimple or ambiguous Orders for 
making Repriſals, but expreſs Orders to attack the G 
Settlements; and accordingly they took and plu 
St. Jago, one of the Cape Verd Iſlands, as alſo moſt Part of 
the Iſland of Sz. Domingo, the Town of Cartagena, and the 
Tewns of St. Antonio and Sz. Helena in Florida. The very 
next Year after the Return of this Fleet, ſhe ſent another un- 
der the ſame Admiral, Drake, to the Coaſts of Spain which 
did not lie to be ſtared at off of any of their Ports, but en- 


tered the Harbour of Cadiz and the River of Liſbon, and | 


burnt a great Number of Ships; and - tho* the Admiral had 
no Land-Forces on board, yet he landed at ſeveral Places 
upon the Coaſt of Spain, and ravaged the whole Country 
round: At the ſame Time ſhe ſent Cawendiſb to the South 
Seas, where he ravaged the whole @baſt of Chili and Pers, 
and returned to England with a Booty vaſtly rich. The Year 
following was the Year of the -Spani/5 Armado, the Fate of 
which I need not relate. The next Year, with the Ailſ- 
tance of ſome private Adventurers, ſhe ſent a Fleet and 
Army againſt Spain itſelf, where they landed at ſeveral 
Places, | an Army that was ſent againſt them, and 
might have got great Booty, if they had not amus'd them- 
ſelves with reſtoring the dethroned King of P . 
four or five Years next following, that t was 
chiefly employed in aſſiſting Henry the IVth of France againſt 
the Spaniards and his own rebellious Subjects; and in the 
| Year 1596, a new Fleet and Army was ſent againſt Spar 
under ho Earl of Ee, who took the City of Cadiz, burnt 
or took all the Ships in the Harbour, and after having done 
the Spaniards an infinite deal of Miſchief, returned to E- 
And with a moſt conſiderable Booty. 2 


Beſide 
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t geſides theſe, my Lords, there were ſeveral other Expe- Ann, 14 Geo. U. 
| ditions of leſs Note undertaken againſt the Spaniards in that 1740. 
Reign ; and if we did not, at that Time, keep Poſſeſſion of — „ 
ay of the Places we took from the Enemy in the Weft- Indies, 1 
i was becauſe we did not then ſo well know the Benefit of 
Gttlements in that Patt of the World. But if Queen F/iza- 
ith did not puſh the War againſt Spain with ſo much Vigour 
25 ſhe might have done, there were two Reaſons for it, which 
do not now ſubſiſt. In the firſt Place, our Trade, which 
was then in its Infancy, ſuffered but very little by the War, 
and we were yearly getting great Riches by plundering the 
Enemy at Sea or Land; and, in the next Place, that gra- 
cious Queen was extremely "7 of loading her Subjects with 
any Taxes, or putting the Public to any Expence. When 
he found herſelf under no Neceſſity to ſend out Forces to at- 
tack the Enemy, or aſſiſt her Allies, ſhe kept no Army or 
Squadron at home to be a Burden and Oppreſſion upon her 
own Subjects. She raiſed no Armies, nor fitted out any Squa- 
drons, but when ſhe had immediate Occaſion for- them, or 
was in imminent Danger ; and as ſoon as the Service, or the 
Danger was over, ſhe diſmiſſed her Armies, and paid off her 
Squadrons. I wiſh I could ſay, we have held the ſame Con- 
duct ever ſince, or that we now hold ſuch a Conduct. 
„Having thus explained Queen Elizabeth's Conduct, I 
ſhall be but ſhort, my Lords, with rd to Oliver 
CromwelPs. It is well known, he began his War with Spain 
by the Conqueſt of Jamaica, which has ſince brought in ſo 
many Millions Sterling to England; and, if it had not been 
for a Miſtake in his General, he would probably have begun 
ü with the Conqueſt of Sr. Domingo, which would have been 
an Acquifition of much greater Conſequence to this King- 
dom. If he did not ſecond his Blow in the Fe#-Tadies, it 
vas becauſe he engaged with the French in their War againſt. 
the Spaniards in the Netherlands, by which he got Poſſeſ- 
ſon of the important City and Port of Dunkirk ; and he died 
n little more than two Months after he had made this new 
nd important Acquiſition, which we might to this Day have 
tad in our Poſſeſſion, if the Parliament, upon the Reſtoration, 
had done their Duty, and annex'd it to the Crown of Eng- 
lard, I wiſh the Nation may never again ſuffer by the ſame 
rt of Neglect. | | E | 
Thus your Lordfſhips ſee, that both in Queen Flizaberh's, 
ad Cromꝛcell's Time, we began the War againſt Spain, by 
ging them a ſeyere Blow in the Veſt- Indies Have we done 
b now ? Sach a Blow might eaſily have been given at the 
beginning of this War ; but it will grow every Year more 
ad more difficult, and is therefore not to be hoped for from 
1740, 1 4 H | thoſs 
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Anh. 14 Geo. II. thoſe who neglected to give it at the Beginning. It i; now 
+ 1740- above a Year ſince the War was declared: It is near eighteen 
Months ſince Hoſtilities were reſolved on: What have we yet 
done? The War has already coſt the People of this Nation 
above Three Million Sterling; and, except what Admiral 
Vernon has done, I ſhall not ſay without Orders, but I an 
| ſure without expreſs Orders, we have not done the Enemy 
Three Farthings Worth of Damage. I do not reckon taking 
their Ships, becauſe, in that Way, I am convinced they are 
more than equal with us. Can the People be ſatisfied with 
ſuch a Return for the Money they have ſo chearfully ad- 
* vanced? My Lords, if the Nation be inflamed, it is not by 
ſeditious Libels, but by weak Meaſures, by Meaſures that are 
univerſally condemned ; and from our Hiſtories it will ap- 
pear, that the People of England were never univerſally in 
the Wrong. ' Whilſt any Doubt remains, they will hear, they 
will attend to what is ſaid on both Sides; and they ſeldom, 
in general, judge amiſs. But when weak Meaſures are ſup- 
ported by weak Arguments, I do not wonder at the People's 
refuſing to read Papers, where they can expect neither Senſe, 

Wit, nor Amuſement. | 1 . 
But in Fact, my Lords, I do not think there are any falſe 
or ſeditious Libels publiſhed, unleſs it be thoſe called Ga- 
æetteers; and ſuppoſe there were, ſhall this Houſe deſcend ſo 
far beneath its Dignity, as to become a Court of Inquiſition 
into the Authors and Publiſhers of Pamphlets and News- 
Papers? This, my Lords, is the proper Buſineſs of a Mid- 
dleſex Juſtice of Peace. If we ſhould take their Buſineſs up- 
on us, I am ſure I ſhould be for turning all Strangers out 
of the Houſe, becauſe I ſhould be aſhamed of what we were 
about. I ſhould then, indeed, be for keeping our Doors ſhut; 
but whilſt we do nothing unbecoming, and when we have no 
\. Important Secrets under Deliberation, it is an Advantage to 
us to have as many Strangers admitted as poſſible, becauſe 
the Dignity, the Juſtice, and the Candour of our Proceed- 
ings are thereby publiſhed to the World. 8 
My Lords, it is not by excluding all ſorts of Stran 
that you are to preſerve the ancient Dignity of this Aſſem- 
bly : It is by excluding all manner of Quibbling, Imperti- 
nence, Deceit, Weakneſs, and Corruption. Theſe, I hope, 
are Strangers here: I hope your Lordſhips will take care 
never to admit any one of them within theſe Walls; but by 
excluding other Strangers, when: you have nothing of a ſecret 
Nature under Conſideration, you will only raiſe a Jealouly 
of the Dignity of your Proceedings; and if this Jealouly 
ſhould become general without Doors, you will in va.) ſeek 
for Reſpect among the People. | "Ladd 
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« My Lords, as ſo much has been already faid upon this Lord Hervey, | 


Queſtion, I cannot propoſe to entertain your Lordſhips with 
any Thing new upon the Subject, and therefore” ſhould have 
avoided giving you any Trouble at this Time; but I think 
the Quettion 1o important and dangerous, that T could not 
have forgiven myſelf, had ſuch a Queſtion been agreed to, 
without my teſtifying previouſly my Diſlike to it. It has, 


[ think, on all Sides been ron Wn that nothing can,” 
to gi 


that nothing ought to induce any Lo give his Aﬀent to 
this Queſtion, but a thorough Conviction, that our Condu&t 
in the War hitherto has been moſt intolerably bad. Now, 


ny Lords, in order to have ſuch a Conviction, I think there 


re ſeveral other Things neceſſary, beſides a competent Skill 


in military Affairs. We ought to know the preſent Circum- 


lances of this Nation in every Reſpect: We ought to know 


the preſent Circumſtances of the Enemy in every Part of 
their Dominions; the Strength and Condition of their Fleets 
and Fortifications; the Number and State of their | 
Forces and Gariſons; and the Capacity, Temper, and Qua- 
bications of their Miniſters, Governors, and Commanders: 
And farther, we ought to know the preſent Intereſts and 
Views, as well as the Strength, of all the Powers in Europe, 
that may declare for us or againſt us in the preſent War. 
Without a competent Knowledye in all theſe Particulars, as 
well as in the Nature of military Affairs in general, I think, 
ne judge raſhly, if we paſs fuch a Sentence upon our paſt 
Conduct in this War, as to ſay, it has been intolerably weak 
or imprudent ; and as I can pretend to no ſuch Knowledge, 
cannot paſs ſuch a Sentence; conſequently, according to 
what has bak allowed of all Sides, I ought not to declare 
for a general Enquiry into the Conduct of the War, pendente, 
[ ſhall not ſay, Hagrante Bello, and therefore, I ought not 
to agree to this Queſtion. e 

How People's Sentiments about the Methods for 
obtaining Redreſs, or for proſecuting the War, come to vary 
ſo much as they do, I do not know; but, my Lords, when 
Hoſtilities firſt began to be talked of, I think it was the ge- 
reral Opinion, that we ought not to begin with declaring 
War againſt Spain, for fear of alarming the other Powers of 
Europe ; and becauſe, by ſending our Squadrons out to make 
Repriſals, we might ſoon be able to get ſufficient for repair- 
ing the Damage ſuffered by our Merchants, and to compel 
Hain to give us Security for the Freedom of our Trade and 
Navigation in Time to come. And in order to prevent their 
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Ann, 14 Geo. HI. being able to do us any Miſchief, the moſt prudent Method 
_ 1749- was thought to be, to prevent their ſending out any Squa- 


prudent in us to have begun with a Declaration of War a- 
; — Spain, J am ſure, it would have been more impru- 


regard to their Settlements in the Weft-Indies, the Spaniards 
- had then no regular 'Troops in that 2 of the World, nor 
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dron, by blocking it up in Port. Fheſe, I ſay, were ＋ ar 
Sentiments, when Hoſtilities firſt began to be talk'd of: I 
hope they have not varied for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
our Miniſters fell into theſe Sentiments, and purſued theſe 
very Methods. Now, my Lords, if it would have been im- 


ent, and. would have given a greater Alarm, to have be- 
with an Expedition for making any Conqueſts upon 
ay either in Europe or America. But ſuppoſe, my Lords, 
we had reſolved to begin the War in this Manner, it was 
not really in - our Power ; we had no Land Forces to 
at the Beginning of the War, nor could we ſend more $hi 
to the We/ft-Indies, than were actually ſent, confideri th 
great Number of Ships we were oblig'd to employ for block 
ing up the Enemy's Squadron at Cad.z, for N 
Trade at home and abroad, and for guarding our own 
againſt any Invaſion that might be deſign'd againſt us, either 
by Spain, or any other Power in Europe; and conſidering 
the great Diſtreſs we were in at the beginning of the War 
for want of Seamen. | | | 
© Tho? I do not pretend, my Lords, to any great Skill in 
military Affairs, nor to any great Knowledge in Hiſtory, yet 
I could undertake to ſhew, that, at the ti of this 
War, the Spaniards were better provided for their ; 
both in Old Spain and America, than they were either in 
Queen Elizabeth's, or Oliver Cromwell's Time; and that 
it was leſs in our Power to hurt them, than it was at either 
of thoſe Periods. In Queen Elizabeth's Time, it is true, 
the King of Spain had great Armies on Foot; but his Ar- 
mies were moſtly employed in {taly and the Netherland: : 
He had not in Spain near ſuch a numerous Army as they 
have at preſent, tho' he was then in Poſſeſſion of Portugal, 
which he had conquered but a few Years before, and, conſe- 
uently, had the whole Coaſt of Portugal, as well as the 
Coaſts of Spain, to defend againſt our Invaſions. And with 


were the Inhabitants near ſo numerous as they. are at pre- 
ſent, Then, my Lords, with regard to the Fortifications, 
it is certain, that moſt of the Sea-Ports, both in Oli. ais 
and America, are now much better fortified than they were 
in Queen Elizabeth's Time, eſpecially the Port and City at 

adi; for ſeveral new Works have ſince been added to the 
Zortiſcatiom of the City, and ſeveral new . 
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ceſs of the dition under the Earl of Ehe was more 


ding to a lu Accident, than to the Weakneſs of the 5 


Pace, or to the Vigour and Conduct of our Attack. i 
From theſe Conſiderations, my Lords, I muſt conclude, 
that it is not now ſo eaſy to attack the Dominions of Spain, 
either in Europe or America, as it was in Queen Elizabeth's 
Time ; and, with e to the Strength of this Nation, tho” 
(ueen Elizabeth did not keep a regular Standing Army in 
contiuual Pay, becauſe it was not then the Cuſtom in this or 
ay other Country in Europe to do ſo, yet ſhe had r an 
Army at Command, of as good Troops as any that could be 
brought againſt her ; and the Militia of this Kingdom was 
hen better diſciplined, and more to be depended on, than it 
s at preſent. Our own Hiſtories inform us, that in the Year 
1588, when the Spani/b Armado was ſent out againſt this 
Nation, Queen E/izabeth had an Army of 40, ooo Men aſ- 
ſembled, beſides a well-diſciplined and well-armed Militia, 
all ready to march againſt the Enemy, if they had-landed in 
any Part of this Iſland; and therefore we cannot be ſurpriz'd 


t her being able to ſend a {mall Body of Troops to attack the 


Spaniards in the Weft-Indies, as ſoon as ſhe reſolved upon 
a Rupture with that Nation. To theſe 3 I muſt 
add, that Queen Elizabeth was in no Danger of being at- 
tack'd at the ſame Time by France, nor was the Power of 
the Crown of France near ſo formidable as it is at preſent. 
This laſt Advantage, my Lords, was likewiſe enjoy'd by 
Oliver Cromwell, when he reſolv'd upon a Rupture with 


* and he had a much greater regular Army on Foot, 
t 


we had at the Beginning of the preſent War : Beſides, 
the Government of Spain was then under ſo weak an Admi- 
niſtration, that it was hardly able to ſupport itſelf, and much 
leſs to attack him in either of theſe Iſlands ; therefore he was 
n no Danger of being invaded at home, and conſequent! 
night ſpare a few of his Troops for attacking the Spaniards 
u the /Veft- Indies, without expoſing the domeſtic Tranqui- 
lity of the Nation to any Danger of being diſturbed. Was 
this our Caſe at the Beginning of the preſent War? Can it 
be faid, with any Confidence, that we were in no Danger-of 
__ our domeſtic Tranquility diſturbed by an Invaſion, 
in caſe we had ſent out any Part of the ſmall Army we had 
then on Foot, to attack the Spaniards at Land, either in Eu- 
e or America ? From Sfain we were certainly in Danger 
being invaded ; for they were actually preparing for it; 
ad tho" France has not yet, and I hope will not declare a. 
gunſt us, yet, conſidering the Union between the Crowns of 
France and Spain, we had all the Reaſon in the World to be 


efending the Harbour ; and yet, even at that Time, the Suc- Ann. 1 
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was fitted out, and ſent to intercept the 4/Jgue:-Ships in their 


. the Beginning of the War. But our blocking up their Squa- 


tunity to meet with and deſtroy it at Sea; becaule it migit 
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former's having not yet declar'd againſt us, may, perhaps 
be owing to our not ſending any Troops out of the King- 
dom, till after having increaſed our Army by new Levies. 
Therefore, my Lords, if we have not yet made à yi 
Attack upon Spair, either in Europe or the ff. Indien it is 
not owing to any Imprudence or Neglect in our Conduct but 
to Spain's being now in a better State of Defence than it was 
formerly, to the ſmall Army we had on Foot, or could raiſe 
at the very Beginning of the War, and to the great Difficul- 
ties we labour'd under in getting Seamen, for many Months 
after Hoſtilities were not only reſolved on, but actually be. 
gun ; and conſequently, if we ought not to expoſe the Na- 
tion to the Dangers, Inconveniencies, and Animoſities, al- 
ways attending Parliamentary Enquiries; unleſs we be con- 
vinced of our Conduct having been exceflively bad, I am 
ſure, we ought not, at preſent, to agree to the ſetting up of 
any ſuch Enquity, or to any Motion tending that Way. 
Being thus, my Lords, as I have ſhewn, under an utter 
Inability, or rather Impoſlibility, to attack any of the Spaniþ 
Dominions at the Beginning of the War, what were we to 
do in the mean Time? Surely, I think, it will be granted, 
that the moſt prudent Thing we could do, till we ſhould have 
Time to augment our Army, and diſcipline our new-raiſed : 
Troops, was, to do the Enemy as much Hurt as poſlible at 
Sea, and to take all poſſible Care to prevent their being able 
to do us any. For this Purpoſe, proper Orders were priyate- 
ly ſent to our Commodore in the Veſt-Indies; a Squadron 


Return to Europe, from whence it was order'd to fail to the 
Meſt-Indies; and a Reinforcement was ſent to Admiral Had. 
dock, with Orders for him to take his Station off the Harbour 
of Cadix. In this there was a double Deſign; for by being 
in this Station, he not only block'd up the 94 Squadron 
in that Port, but lay in the Way to intercept their rich Ships 
returning from the Veſt-Indies; and in both he had as much 
Succeſs, I think, as could well be expected; for we haye got 
two very rich Prizes, and fo far as I remember, not above 
one rich Spani/ſ> Ship has eſcaped ſafely into that Port ſince 
dron and their Flota in Port was, it ſeems, what we ought 
not to have done ; becauſe, if both had failed, they could 
have done us no Injury, and we ſhould have had a Chance of 
meeting with, and deſtroying or taking them at Sea. My 
Lords, if their Squadron had failed, it might, perhaps, have 
done great Prejudice to us, before we could have.an Oppor- 
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obably have n 
ell Fleet of Merchantmen ; and, by defeating the Convoy, 
our Enemies might have made themſelves Maſters of that 
whole Fleet. If ſuch an Accident as this had wy fri the 
general Complaint would then have been, Why did you al- 
bw their Squadron to fail? Why did not you ſend a ſupe- 
rior Squadron to block it up in Port? This Complaint would, 
think, have been more juſtly founded; and therefore, I 
think our Miniſters were in the right to take the moſt proper 
Meaſures for preventing ſuch a fatal Accident. 

Then, my Lords, with regard to the Fota, I ſhall grant, 
that if we could have formed any probable Scheme for inter- 
cepting it at Sea, the beſt Way would have been to have al- 
low'd it to ſail ; but I muſt obſerve, that as the Span 
Squadron and Hota lay both in the ſame Port, we could not 
block up the one, and allow the other to fail ; for the Flota 
would never venture out, as long as our Squadron lay before 
the Port, and if our Squadron had not taken up that Station, 
we could neither have intercepted the Caracca Ships, nor 
could we have prevented the failing of their Squadron ; be- 
cauſe, if I haye been rightly inform'd, even the Squadron 
was in ſuch Readineſs, that it might have ſail'd as ſoon as the 
Flta, had not we prevented the ſailing of both, by ſtation- 
ing our Squadron off the Bay of Cadiz. | 

But, my Lords, if we had allow'd the Flata to get fair- 
ly out to Sea, it is my Opinion, that we ſhould have had but 
a very indifferent Chance of meeting with it any where in 
its Paſſage to America. It is ſuch a wide Sea, and the Courſe 
ſo uncertain, that I do not know where we could have ita- 
tion'd any Squadron, ſo as to have a probable View of in- 
tercepting the Spani/h Flota; and if it ſhould have got to 
Cartagena, or any of the other Span Ports in America, its 
fare Arrival would have been a great Advantage to Spain, 
and a great Prejudice to this Nation. The Spaniards might 
by 1 have got the Returns home in ſingle Ships; and 
tieſe Returns being moſtly Gold or Silver, which are the Si- 
rews of War, would have enabled them to ſupport, and e- 
ven to puſh the War againſt us. Then as the Markets in 
New Spain would, by the Arrival of the Flota, have been 
ſupplied with all Sorts of European Goods, it would have 
been a great Prejudice to that profitable, contraband Trade, 
which is now carried on in that Part of the World by the 
dubjects of this Nation, 5 
Theſe Things being conſidered, my Lords, I muſt think, 
it was the moſt prudent Step we could take, to ftation our 
Squadron before the Bay of Cadiz, even tho* we thereby 
prevented the ſailing of the Spani/> Flota as well as * of 

| eir 


met with ſome of our moſt numerous or rich- Ann. 14 Geo. I, 


174 
Y * 


Ann. 14 Geo, H. their Squadron ; and as to our Squadrons 3 to fl 
> of 


( 596 ) 


in, and deftroy the Ships in that Harbour, I m 
Opinion, that it would have been a moſt raſh and 
Undertaking, unleſs our Squadron had been accompanied 
with a Land-Army ſufficient for beſieging and taking the 
City of Cadiz, or, at leaft, for taking and deſtroying the 
many Caſtles and Batteries now erected for defending that 
Harbour. Such an Undertaking as this, would have required 
a greater Army than we had on Foot in Great Britain at the 
Beginning of the War, even . we had reſolved to ſend 
every Man of them out of the Kingdom; and as ſuch an 
Expedition would have been vaſtly expenſive, as we muſt 
have loſt a vaſt Number of Men in the Attempt, if it had 
not ſucceeded which very probably might have been the 
Caſe, there would then have been a moſt general and a moſt 
juſt Clamour raiſed againſt the Meaſures or our Adminiſtra- 
tion, in the Proſecution of the War. Ef 
J have now, my Lords, briefly anſwered every material 
Objection I have heard made againſt our Conduct in the pre. 
ſent War; except that of the Spani/> Squadrons eſcaping 
firſt from Cadiz, and next from Ferro/ ; and as to both, it is 
publicly known, that they were owing to mere Accidents, 
which could neither be foreſeen nor provided againſt ; ſo 
that, I think, I have no Occaſion to. take any farther Notice 
of them. I may ſay the ſame with regard to our Fleet de. 
figned for the Veſ-Indies, being ſo long detained in the 
Channel, after the failing of the Span iſb and French Squa- 
drons; and therefore, upon the Whole, I muſt conclude, 
that in the War hitherto, we have met with no Misfortune, 
nor miſſed doing any Thing in our Power to do, but what 
has been occaſion'd by Accidents, which no human Prudence 
could prevent or provide againſt. | 
As this, my Lords, is my Way of thinking with reſpect 
to our Conduct hitherto, in the War we are now engag'd in: 
As, I think, we have great Reaſon to expect Succeſs from the 
ſame ſort of Conduct in Time to come, I am not ſo fond as 
others may, perhaps, be of a Change of Hands ; therefore, 
I cannot think we have any Reaſon for a general Parliamen- 
tary Enqufry into the Conduct of the War Such an Enquiry 
would, in my Opinion, be attended with many Dangers, and 
that none of the leaſt conſiderable, that it might, perhaps, 
occaſion a Change in our Adminiftration, and might throw 
the future Management of the War into the Hands of thoſe, 
who are ſo fond of attacking the Enemy, that they would ex- 
Poſe us to the utmoſt Danger of being attack*d in the moſt 
ſenſible Part, and in that Way which would bring the great- 
eſt Ruin and Deſolation upon this Iſland. I am therefore 
a 
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= againſt an immediate Enquity into the Conduct I the War; Aan. 14 Ceo. II. 
_ and as, without ſuch an Enquiry, we can have no Uſe for 1740. 
160 the Papers now moved for, I ſhall, without any Regard to 

the what may be thought or ſaid by the Clamorous without 

the Doors, give my Negative to the Queſtion, \ 

= Lord Carteret. | 

My Lords, in this Debate, as in moſt others of the like Lord Carteret; 
an Nature, Facts are 22 conteſted, or very differently 

uſt repreſented z and when the Juſtification or Condemnation of 

ad a Miniſter's Conduct depends upon ſuch Facts, the different 

he Reprefentation of them is one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments 

of that can be made uſe of 'for an Enquiry into his Conduct. 

= The noble Lord ſays, the Sentiments of ſome People have 


varied exceedingly ſince the Beginning of the War. What 
people his Lordſhip means I do not know; but the  Senti- 
ments of moſt People I have converſed with, haye been 
long, and are ftill, the fame. They thought long ago, that 


no Conyention, nothing could ſecure the future Freedom of 
our Trade and Navigation, but our taking a full Revenge 
for paſt Injuries, and a real Security againſt the like in Time 
to come. By real Security, I mean our taking and holding 


* Poſſeſſion of ſome of the Spaniſßb Settlements in the Veſi- 
a Indies; and by a full Revenge I mean our taking Satisfaction 
, not only for the Damage we have ſuſtained, but for all the 


Inſults we have met with, Theſe were the Ends we were 
to perſue, according to the Sentiments of all thoſe I con- 
verſed with; and every one ſaw, that neither of theſe Ends 
could be anſwered by Repriſals. Nay, every one foreſaw, 
that by mutual Repriſals, we ſhould probably be Loſers 
upon the Balance; but no one, I believe, foreſaw, that our 


E 

ie Loſs would rife to ſuch a ſurprizing Height as it has done. 

23 My Lords, thro' our whole Conduct from the Beginning 

e, of the War, to this very Day, we ſeeni to have been afra 

l of what no reaſonable Man could apprehend, and to neglect 
y that Danger, which every reaſonable Man had moſt Reaſon 

d to be afraid of. We have dreaded Invaſions; we have 


dreaded what the Enemy might do againſt us, by means of 
their $quadrons, and have neglected the Injuries they might 
do to our Trade by means of their Privateers ; we have 
dreaded giving the Alarm to the other Powers of Europe, by 
our making a vigorous Puſh againſt Spain, whereas we 
ought to have dreaded giving Encouragement to any one of 
them to declare againſt us, by a weak or puſillanimous Pro- 


kcution of the War. If we had conſidered only the Injuries 
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Hain deſerved our higheſt Reſentment ; and that no Treaty, 
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if we had begun by a vigorous Puſn in America, and thereby 
made ourſelves, in a great Meaſure, Maſters, which we 
might have done, of the Span Sentiements in that Part of 
the World; if we had ſhewn, by ſending our Army abroad, 
that we could truſt to our own People at home, Ran deſpiſed 
the vain Threats of Invaſions, it would have reſtored to us 
the Confidence of our Allies, and in that Caſe, thoſe Poten- 
tates in Europe, who can never have Occaſion to be jealous 
of our naval Power, or ef the Increaſe of our Dominions in 
America, would have kept in Awe the other Patentates in 
Europe, who, from ſuch a Jealouſy, or perhaps from a 
worſe Motive, might have inclined to join with Spain 
againſt us. But ſuch a Conduct as this could hardly, in- 
deed, be expected from thoſe, who had ſor twenty Years 
together purſued Maxims of a direct contrary Nature; and 
who, by purſuing fuch Maxims, have now at laſt brought 
the Affairs of Europe into the utmoſt Confuſion, and the 
Affaire of this Nation almoft to the Brink of Perdition. 
© To pretend, my Lords, that we are not to take the 
moſt effectual Methods for bringing the Enemy to Reaſon, 
is a Maxim that mult deſtroy itſelf, or it will deſtroy the 
Nation, by rendering the War between Spain and us per- 
petual. I hope it is now laid aſide; for if it is not, I do 
not know what we intend by the Land Force and ſtrong 
Squadron now ſent to the Veſ-Indies: If they are not to be 
employed in ſuch a Manner, as may be diſagreeable to ſome 
of the Friends of Spain, I am fore, they are not to be em- 
plur'd in any Manner, that can be beneficial to this Nation, 
or effectual tor compelling Spain to do us Juſtice; and there- 
fore, I am ſorry to hear ſuch an Argument made ule of in 
Excuſe for our Method of beginning the War, becauſe it 
gives me a moſt ungrateful Suſpicion, that the {ame Argu- 
ment is hereaiter to be made uſe of, for miſapplying the 
Force now {ent to the We/t- Indies. 
But it ſeems, my Lords, beſide this of giving the Alarm 


to the other Powers of Eurepe, we had another Reaſon, and 


if it were true, I ſhall grant, a much better one, for not 
beginning the War by ſending out a Land Force to attack 
ſome of the Spar Settlements in America; which is, That 
it was not in our Power; and in order to eſtabliſh this Fact, 


the noble Lord endeavoured to ſhew, that Spain is now in 


better State for Defence, and this Nation in a worſe State 
for Offence, than in the Days of Queen Elizabeth. This, 
I muſt ſay, ſeems to me a Sort of Paradox ; it is ſomewhat 
ſtrarge, that the Crown of Spain, when poſſeſſed of Per. 
tugal as well as Spain, and when poſſeſſed of a great Part of 
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Jah, and almoſt the whole ſeventeen Provinces of the Ann. 1 Geo. II. 


Netherlands, ſeven of which have ſince made ſuch a Figure 
in the World; I ſay, it is ſomewhat ſtrange, that in theſe 
Circumſtances the Crown of Spain ſhauld not be in a better 
State, either for Offence or Defence, than it is at preſent. 


Perhaps they had not at that Time ſo many old regular 


Regiments in Spain and Portugal, as they have now in 
doain: But had we any ſuch Regiments in Exgland in the 
Days of Queen Elizabeth? Every one knows we had not: 
She never kept up a ſtanding Army ; ſhe never raiſed any 
Troops or Regiments, till ſhe had Occaſion for. them; as 
ſoon as they were raiſed, they were ſent upon the Service 
deſigned ; and as ſoon as the Service was over they were 
diſbanded, and obliged to betake themſelves to their former 
induſtrious Employ ments. Were not then the Militia or 
nen-raiſed Troops of Spain, as good as any Militia or new- 
naiſed Troops ſhe had to ſend againſt them? If they were 
not, it was becauſe the common Men of this Nation are 
naturally better Soldiers than the common Men of Spain; 
and this Difference, I hope, ſtill ſubſiſts; for as our com- 
mon People, or what ſome Gentlemen now very much affect 
to call them, the Mob, have more Liberty, they muſt 
o' courſe have better Spirits and more Courage, than the 
common Men in the Country, where they are in a manner 
Saves; and as the common People of Spain, have now, nei- 
tier Arms, Diſcipline, nor Courage, equal with any Troops 
we can ſend againſt them, therefore it would now be more 
eaſy to land and make Inroads upon their Coaſt, than it was 
in the Days of Queen Elia abeth; for if they had a much 
more numerous Army than they have, every Part of their 
Coat could not be provided with a Body of regular Troops 
ready to oppoſe the (3 at their firſt Landing. 

© With regard therefore, my Lords, to Troops or Armies, 
it is evident, I think, that Spain is not now in ſuch a good 
diate of Defence, as it was in Queen Eligabeth's Time; and 
with regard to their Fortifications, if the Arts of Fortifica- 
tion have very much improv'd ſince that Time, the Arts of 
Attacking or Beſieging have kept equal, or rather a much 
quicker Pace; for Sieges, even cf the beft fortified Places, 
do not uſuzlly now laſt fo long, as Sieges then did, of Places 
Wiick would now be look'd on, as very -. weakly fortified. 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, we are no: to judge of the Dith- 
ctity of attacking a Place, from its being now much better 
fortified than it was 150 Years ago; we are to judge from 
the Methods now in Uſe for Attacking, if we know them, 


or from the Opinions of thoſe that do; and, I believe, moſt 


E:gincers will tell us, that very few, if any of the Harbours 
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properly command 
properly inſtrufted. ! 995 
The next Paradox I am to take Notice of, my Lords, 
is, that we are not now in ſo good a Condition for acting 
upon the Offenſive againſt Spain, as we were in Queen Fj. 
zabeth's Time. This likewiſe is ſomewhat ſtrange ; The 


properly provided, and, 


whole Iſland of Great-Britain is now united, and beſides, 


we are now in Poſſeſſion of moſt extenſive and populous Set- 
tlements in America; and yet, we have it not now ſo much in 
our Power to attack Spain, either in Europe or America, as 
in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, when the Iſland was divided 
into two ſeparate and diſtin Kingdoms, and when we 
had few or no Settlements of our own In America. If it really 
be ſo, I am ſure, it cannot proceed, from the Nature of 
Things, but from the Weakneſs of our late Councils; and 
this ought to be bot m6 Argument wich every Lord that 
thinks ſo, for reſolving upon an immediate Enquiry into 
our late Conduct, and conſequently for agreeing to this 
e Ad joyed both by Queen E 

But the t Advantage enjo ? Eliza- 
beth and Oliver . what we hr. at preſeyt, 
conſiſted, it ſeems, in this, that neither of them were under 
the leaſt Apprehenſions of an Invaſion from France, at the 
Time they reſolved on a Rupture with Spain. My Lords, 
if Queen E/:zabeth was under no Apprehenſions of an Inva- 
ſion from France, it was owing entirely to the Wiſdom and 
Steadineſs of her preceding Councils. If ſhe had not coun- 
tenanced and aſſiſted the United Provinces in throwing off the 
Yoke of Spain: If ſhe had not countenanced and aſſiſted the 
Proteſtants of France : If ſhe had not moſt artfully managed 


the Court of Scotland; the United Provinces would have 


been reduced and oppreſſed; the Duke of Guiſe's Faction 
would have prevailed and been at the Head of Affairs in 
France; and the King of Scotland might perhaps have en- 
tered into the Catholic League againſt her. If ſhe had, by 
thinking of nothing but little, temporary Expedients, allowed 
the Affairs of Europe to have been brought to this Paſs, ſhe 
would probably have been invaded from Flanders, France, 
Spain and Scotland, at one and the ſame Time; and in this 
Caſe, neither her Fleets nor her Armies, nor even the Affecti- 
ons of her People, which was more than all, would have 
been able to prevent her Ruin; but ſhe foreſaw the diſtant 
Danger, and by bold, as well as wiſe Councils, diſconcerted 
all the Schemes of her Enemies, before they could bring 
them to Perfection. Had we of late purſued ſuch Councils, 
we ſhould not now, perhaps have ſeen ſuch an I Inion of 
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ud, we ſhould have had no great Occaſion to dread either 
he Union of their Counſels, or the Union of their Arms : 
kt we have purſued quite different Meaſures ; we have long 
Lboured, and at a great Expence too, to reconcile thoſe two 
Courts, though it was our Intereſt to labour inceſſantly at 
ſuing Diſcord between them; and by cultivating a Friend- 
tip with France, which muſt always be deſtructive to this 
Nation, and entertaining ſtrange Jealouſies of thoſe, whoſe 
Friendſhip it was our Buſineſs to cultivate, we have over- 
ned that Syſtem of Politics in E 2 which the 
Safety of this Nation, as well as the Liberties of Europe, 
rery much depended. 

Now, my Lords, with re to Oliver Cromwell ; he 
was not, it is true, under any Apprehenſions of an Invaſion 
fom France, when he reſolved upon a Rupture with Spain, 
tecauſe theſe two Nations were then engaged in War; but, 
33 Hain was then in Poſſeſſion of all the Ports of Handers, and 
eren of Dunkirk itſelf, if Cromwell! was not afraid of an In- 
non from Spain, it did not proceed from the Numerouſ- 
re of his Army, or from the Affections of the People, but 
om his own fearleſs Spirit, which was very different from 
the Spirit that ſeems of late Years to have influenced all our 
Counſels. Nor was the Government of Spain, at that Time, 
under ſo weak an Adminiſtration, as has been repreſented; 
for they defended themſelves ſo bravely, and were ſuch an 
equal Match for France, notwithſtanding their being engag- 
ed at the ſame Time in a War with Portugal, that N ance 
was glad to court the Aſſiſtance of Cromavell, and to promiſe 
him Dunkirk, as ſoon as it ſhould be taken from the Spar:- 
ards, Had Cromwell been at the Head of ſuch a lawful 
eſtabliſhed Government as the preſent z had he been chief 
Miniſter to a King that enjoyed ſo much the Affections of 
his People, as his preſent Majeſty does, he would have deſ- 
piſed the Fears of an Invaſion; either from France or Spain; 
at leaſt he would not, on that Account, have delay'd, for 
one Moment, doing what he knew to be abſolutely neceſſary 
for the compelling the Spaniards to do Juſtice to his King 
ad Maſter. 3 

[ hope, my Lords, I have now ſhewn, that at the Be- 
ginning of this War, we had it in our Power to follow the 
Example of Queen Elizabeth and Cromwell, by beginning 
tie War with an Attack upon the Enemy at Land ; and that 
ve might have attacked them both in Spain and America 
with a probable View of Succeſs, if we had not been fright- 
ened out of our Senſes by that Phantom, called an Invaſion. 
With regard ta Ol Spain, I have often declared myſelf, and 

: it 
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dy of Land- Forces for attacking the Enemy in that Quane 
becauſe we cannot propoſe to cany on a Land War there, 
or to keep Poſſeſſion of any of the Places we may make our- 
ſelves Maſters of; all we can, or ought to. think of js, to 
make Inroads upon their open Coaſt, and. for this Purpoſe 
our Seamen and Marines may, I think, do as well as a Body 
of regular Land-Forces. If we had reſolved upon this Me- 
thod of harraſſing the Enemy, in order to W N their Peo- 
ple ſenſible of the War, our Squadron under Admiral Had. 
dock might have done them great Damage, and kept them 
in continual Alarms, by plundering many Places the 
open Coaſt, and by burning and deſtroying the Ships in 
many of their Harbours; for I muſt join with other noble 
Lords in thinking, that, it was very needleſs to keep that 
Squadron conſtantly in its Station before Cadiz, becauſe, if 
we had at firſt ſent a ſufficient Force to the Veſt- Indies, we 
had no Occafion to block up their Squadron in Port, and 
much leſs their Flota. Their Squadron would not have 
dared to have cruiſed in the open Seas, for intercepting any 
of our Fleets of Merchantmen, for fear of being itielf inter. 
cepted by our Squadron ; and if we had kept a good Look- 
out, about the Lecabard and Caribbee Iſlands, we might, 
very probably, have intercepted the Flota in its Paſlage to 
America ; or if we had not, we ſhould, probably, have had 
a good Share of the Returns, by Means of our Privateers 
and Cruiſers, if the Spaziards had attempted to bring them 
to Europe in ſingle Ships. 155 1 
But, my Lords, ſome of thoſe who have the Direction 
of our Councils, were really, I believe, afraid, leſt we 
ſhould intercept the S a⁰ ta; and their Fears proceec- 
ed from a Miſtake which I have heard mentioned by ſome 
of their Friends in this Houſe. They imagine, my Lords, 
that the French, Dutch, Iialians, and perhaps ſome of our 
own Merchants, have a large Share of Property in the Car- 
goes of the Spani/h Flota and Galleons ; and that conſe. 
quently, if we ſhould lay hold of any of them, it would 
involve our Government in endleſs Diſputes with our Neigh- 
bours. This, my Lords, is a downright Miſtake: No Fo- 
reigner can have any Share either in Ship or Cargo. They 
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Whole would be lawful Prize, if we ſhould happen to take 
them. If Foreigners had any latent Claims on Ship or 
Cargo, we neither could, nor ought to admit them: In 
Time of War no Nation does io : If the Ship appears !0 
belong to an Enemy, both Ship and Cargo become the lau- 
ful Prize of the Captors, except in thoſe Caſes that are ex- 
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jreſsly provided for by Treaty, after the- firſt breaking out Ann. 14 Geo. IT. 
of a War; and even in theſe, the Claim muſt appear by 2740. 
the Envoyces or Bills of Lading, and not by latent Deeds, = 
which might afterwards. be forged on 1 * * to make a 
Caim. Iherefore, if we had intercepted the Spani/> Flota, 
we ſhould not have been involved in any Diſputes with our 
Friends, becauſe none of them could have had a juſt Pre- 
tence to diſpute the Property with us; and, I hope, we are 
zot brought ſo low, as to be obliged to admit of Pretences 
that are not founded in Juſtice and the Law of Nations, 
« It is pretended, I find, my Lords, by all thoſe who 

have ſpoke againſt this Motion, that the Eſcape of the Spa- 
xþ Squadron from Cadiz and Ferrol, and the Arrival of 
the French and Spaniſh Squadrons in the Weft-Indies, fo 
bng before we ſent any Relief or Reinforcement to Admiral 
Veron, were owing to mere Accidents, which could not be 
provided againſt by human Prudence. My Lords, this is the 
rery Caſe in Queſtion, and the very Caſe we are to enquire 
ino. It is generally thought, that all Accidents have been 
vita us, inttead of being againſt us; or that if any have 
been againſt us, they were ſuch as might have been pre- 
rented, or provided againſt by a very ſmall Share of human 
Prudence. I have Neaſon, I think, to believe, that except 
Porto Bello and Chagra, we have reaped no Advantage in 
this War bat what wk happened by Accident. Our taking 
te Caracca-Ships was plainly owing to Accident; for it 
vas highly improbable any Spaniſb Ship ſhould approach the 
hay of Cadiz, while our Squadron lay before it. The Ca- 
za:ca-Ships would not, if they had not by Accident mifſed 
meeting with any of the Advice-Boats ſent out by the Spa- 
ria to give Notice where our Squadron was ſtationed ; 
wack ſhews, that the appointing of our Squadron to lie in any 
certain Station, was the worſt Method we could take, for in 
tercepting the rich Spaniſb Ships in their Return from the 
Vel dec. If we had intercepted the Afogues-Ships, it 
would have been entirely owing to Accident; for, notwith- 
landing our talking ſo much of our ſecret. Intelligence, it 
peared, that we knew nothing of the Courſe they were to 
leer. In ſhort, during the whole Coarſe of the War, I do 
wt Know of one Capture that has been made but by Acct - 
dent, or by the good Conduct of ſome of our private Cap- 
ns: None have been made by the good Conduct of our 
vm:fters 3 but, I am ſure, the Spaniards have made many 
won us by the bad Conduct of our Miniſters. Our Mer- 
cznts have ſuffered in a moſt ſurprizing Manner: If there 
vere no other Suſpicion of Miſconduct, this alone deſerves, 
<a ought to be enquired into by Parliament; for the * 
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little of our Cruiſers, that if our Merchant-Ships which fail 
without, or are ſeparated from their Convoy, miſs being ta. 
ken, I muſt aſcribe it to mere Accident ; and; as it has 
already obſerved, I do not know, but that the Safety of Ad 
miral Vernon and our Sugar-Iſlands is to be aſcribed to the 
ſame Cauſe. +- R EIS 
* Thus, my Lords, from what publicly appears, all Ac- 
cidents ſeem to have been in our Favour: If any have been 
againſt us, let us know them in a Parliamentary Way: Let 
us enquire into them ; and then we can determine, whether 
they ought to be admitted as an Excuſe for our Conduct. A 
Motion for an Enquiry, and much leſs a Motion for enabling 
us to enquire, is no final Judgment. If the Rules laid down 
by the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt; were to be admitted, no 
could move for an Enquiry into a Minifter's Conduct, 
but the Miniſter himſelf ; for if one is not to move for an 
Enquiry, unleſs he judges the Miniſter's Conduct, to have 
been exceſſively bad, and if he can form no ſuch Judgment, 
without knowing all that the Miniſter knows, and all that he 
ought to know, no ſuch Enquiry could ever be moved for 
but by the Miniſter himſelf, the Abſurdity of which I need 
not explain. But this, my Lords, is not the Rule: When 
we are conſidering, whethes or no we ought to enquire into 
a Miniſter's Conduct, we are to judge from the known Cir- 
cumſtances and Appearances of Things; and if from them 
his Conduct ſeems to be ſuſpicious, we ought to reſolve upon 
an Enquiry, and to call for every Thing we think _— 
for that Purpoſe. 'The Judgment we No form, is not fi- 
nal even as to his Conduct; becauſe, when we enter upon 
that Enquiry, he will have an Opportunity to * 
Meaſures, by laying before the Houſe thoſe private Infor- 
mations which were his Motives for purſuing or adviſing ſuch 
Meaſures ; and from theſe we may find that Conduct to be 
right, which, according to the public and known Appear- 
ances of Things, ſeemed to be exceſſively bad. | 
This, my Lords, is the only Rule we can lay down to 
ourſelves, in all Deliberations, whether or no we ought to 
enquire into the Whole, or any Part of a Miniſter's Conduct. 


think myſelf obliged, both in Duty to my King, and in 
Duty to my Country, to cancur with my noble Friend in 
the Motion he has made to you.” | 


The Queſtion was then put upon the ſaid Motion, Con- 
tent 41, Not Content 58. And it was Reſolved in the Ne- 


tive. | W 2 
15 Diffentient. 


« 1, Becauſe we conceive, that there never were Inftruc- 
tions more neceſſary to be examin'd, than thoſe contain'd in 
this Queſtion, in order to enable us to diſcharge our Duty, 
both as Counſellors” to his Majeſty, and Guardians of the 


3 
Diſſentient. 


BY => 


5 e 


- Nation. 19 IE | 

The known and aftoniſhing Inaction, for the Space of 
Ae. above Two Years, of a great and powerful Fleet, fitted out 
ro and maintain'd at an immenſe Expence to the Nation, fixes 
Let a heavy Charge either upon the Commander of that Squa- 
ther dron, or upon thoſe who gave him his Inſtructions. But 


Rear-Admiral Haddock, upon all former Occaſions, with the 
inglorious Inſtructions given by this Adminiſtration to the 
ſeveral Admirals employed for theſe lit Twenty Years, we 
cannot, as at preſent inform'd, but impute this unaccountable 
Inadtion to the Weakneſs or Puſillanimity of thoſe, whoſe In- 
luuctions, we are perſuaded, he with Concern obey'd. - And 
we are confirm'd in this Opinion, by his being ſtill continued 
in that Command, which a Diſobedience to his Inſtructions 
would have forfeited. 1 

* 2. Becauſe we think it neceſſary, that the Houſe ſhould 
be fully inform'd, by what fatal Miſtake, Negligence, or 
Deſign, the Spani/ Squadron at Cadiz, ſo long block'd 
up in that Port, while they were neither ready, nor the Sea- 
ſon of the Year fit for em to go out, ſhould have been, by 


permitted to fail without Moleſtation, as ſoon as they were 
fit, and the Seaſon favourable. And we cannot, as at pre- 
ent inform'd, impute that unhappy Meaſure to Sir Chaloner 
Ozle, ſince, Orders of that great Importance ought to be con- 
ceived in the cleareſt, plaineſt, and leatt ambiguous Terms ; 
which, had he miſtaken, he would not have been, as he now 
i, entruſted with the Command of ſo great a Fleet, and 
with the Interpretation of Inſtructions of till greater Conſe- 
quence, Nor can we conceive, that the Communication of 
Orders relating only to Sailing, and the Change of Station, 
can ſufficiently clear up a Point of that great Importance. 
z. Becauſe we think that the ſtale Objection, that the 
Communication of theſe Inſtructions may diſcover to our E- 
nemies intended Deſigns and Attempts, can have no Weight 
upon this Occaſion, when the Reaſon for calling for thoſe 
Inttructions, is, becauſe no one Attempt of any Kind what- 
loever has been made upon our Enemies in the Courſe of 
above two Years ; and it is not credible, that, if during that 
Time, any one. Deſign had been intended, no one Attempt 
ſhould have been made in Conſequence of it. We there- 
1740, 4 K | ; fore 
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Proteſt thereon, 


the ſudden withdrawing of our Fleet in the Mediterranean, 
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Ann.”r 4Geo.II, fore juſtly may, and only can conceive theſe Tnftruthion 
1740. which we were not allow'd to apply for, to be of the fame 
=> native Nature of thoſe which we have formerly ſeen flow. 
oy ing from the ſame languid Source, to the equal Diſhonour 


his Majeſty's Councils and Arms. „ 

4. Becauſe we conceive, that the Denial of theſe nece(- 

ſary Lights, puts a full Stop to any farther effectual Engui 

into the Conduct of the War; an Enquiry fo becoming this 

Houſe, and ſo unanimoufly called for by the Voice of the Na- 

tion, that outward Appearances, have at once raiſed the Cu- 

rioſity, the Aſtoniſhment, and the Concern of a brave and a 
7 loyal People, willing to facrifice their Lives and Fortunes for 
the Honour and Advantage of his Majeſty and this Kingdom, 

; in the Proſecution of this juſt. and neceſſary War: And we 
1 conceive that they ought, by the ſtricteſt Enquiry, upon the 
= | fulleſt Informations, to have been ſatisfied as to the paſt, and 
ſecured as to the future. And we think, that all minute En- 

quiries into the little Abuſes of inferior Officers, over whom 

it is the Duty of the Adminiſtration to watch, would be guy 

amuſing and deceiving Mankind with the Name of an En- 

qui. and deſcending from our Dignity of Counſellors of 

the Crown, and Checks of the Adminiſtration, to the low 

Rank of Inguiſitors into the Conduct of petty and unprotect- 

ed Offenders. We therefore think, that we have diſcharged 

our Duty to his Majeſty and the Public, in having moved for 

thoſe Papers, which we confidered. as the Foundations abſo- 

lutely neceſlary for a proper and effectual Enquiry. We here 

enter our Diſſent upon the Denial of thoſe Papers ; the World 

mult then judge of the Conduct of the War, upon the Ap- 

2arance of Facts and Circumſtances ; with this conſidera- 

ble, additional Circumſtance, That Lights were denied. 
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Conberation, the Duke of 4zyle food up, and Felke ro 
the following Effet. ee 


require an Augmentation of our Forces, and, as the Succeſs 
of our Arms and the Preſervation of our Liberties may e- 
qually depend upon the Manner in which the new Forces 
ſhall be raiſed, there is, in my Opinion, no Queſtion more 
worthy the Attention of this Auguſt Aſſembly, than what 

may be the moſt proper Banos of increafing our Army. 
On this Queſtion, my Lords, I ſhall offer my own Sen- 
timents with greater Confidence, as there are few Men who 

have had more Opportunities of being acquainted with it in 

its whole Extent, as I have ſpent great Part of my Life in 
the Field and the Camp. I commanded a Regiment under 

King William, and have long been either the firſt, or al- 

moſt the firſt Man m the Army. . e 

I hope, my Lords, it will be allowed without Difficulty, 

that J have at leaſt been educated in the beſt School of War, 
and that nothing but natural Incapecity can have hindered 
me from making ſome uſeful Obſervations upon the Diſci-- 


| = and Government of Armies, and the Advantages and 


conveniencies of the various Plans upon which other Na- 
tions regulate their Forces. ö 

have always maintained, my Lords, that it is neceſſary 
in the preſent State of the * ang: Countries to keep 
up a Body of regular Troops, that we may not be leſs able 
to defend ourſelves, than our Enemies to attack us. 

© It is well known, my Lords, that States muſt ſecure 
themſelves by different Means, as they are threatned by Dan- 
gers of different Kinds ; Policy muſt be oppoſed by Policy, 


and Force by Force; our Fleets muſt be increaſed when our 


Neighbours grow Formidable by their Naval Power, and 
Armies muſt be maintained at a Time like this, in which 
every Prince on the Continent eſtimates his Greatneſs by the 
Number of his Troops. rh, EN TOY 

* But an Army, my Lords, as it is to be admitted only . 
for the Security of the Nation, is to be fo regulated, that 
it may produce the End for which it is eſtabliſhed ; that it 
may be uſeful without Danger, and protect the People with- 
out opprefing them. 5 

Jo this Purpoſe, my Lords, it is indiſpenſibly neceſſary, 
that the military Subordination be inviolably preſerved, and 
that Diſcipline be indiſcriminately exerciſed without any partial 
Indulgence, or malicious Severities ; that every Man be pro- 

1749 17 
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Army. 


My Lords, as the preſent Situation of our Affairs may Duke of Argyl; 
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Ann. oy It. mate according to his Deſert, and that Military " Merit aloe 


give any Pretenſions to Military Preferments. 1 
* To make the Army yet more uſeful it ought to be un- 


der the ſole Command of one Man, exalted to the important 


Truſt by his known Skill, Courage, Juſtice, and Fidelity, 
and uncontrouled in the Adminiftration of. his Province 
any other Authority, a Man enabled by his Experience to 
diſtinguiſh the Deſerving, and inveſted with Power to reward 
them. 5 | 
Thus, my Lords, ought an Army to be regulated, to 
which the Defence of a Nation is entruſted, nor can 


other Scheme be formed which will not expoſe the Public to 
Dangers more formidable than Revolutions or Invaſions. 


And yet, my Lords, how widely thoſe who have aſſumed 
the Direction of Affairs have deviated from this Method is 
well known. It is known equally to the higheſt and meaneſt 
Officers, that thoſe who have moſt Opportunities of obſer- 
ving military Merit, have no Power of rewarding it ; and 
therefore every Man endeavours to obtain other Recommen- 
dations than thoſe of his Superiors in the Army, and to di- 
ſtinguiſh himſelf by other Services than Attention to his Du- 
ty, and Obedience to his Commanders, ER 
Our Generals, my Lords, are only Colonels with a 
higher Title, without Power, and without Command ; they 
can neither make themſelves loved nor feared in their 
Troops, nor have either Keward or Puniſhment in their 
Power. What Diſcipline, my Lords, can be eſtabliſhed by 
Men, whom thoſe, who ſometimes act the Farce of Obe- 


dience, know to be only Phantoms of Authority, and to be 


reſtrained by an arbitrary Miniſter from the Exerciſe of thoſe 
Commiſſions which they are inveſted with? And what is an 
Army without Diſcipline, Subordination and Obedience ? 
What, but a Rabble of licentious Vagrants, ſet free from the 
common Reſtraints of Decency, exempted from the Necel- 
ſity of Labour, betrayed by Idleneis to Debauchery, and 


let looſe to prey upon the People ? Such a Herd can only 


awe the Villages, and bluſter in the Streets, but can never 
be able to oppoſe an Enemy, or defend the Nation by which 


they are ſupported. 


* They may, indeed, form a Camp upon ſome of the 
neighbouring tieaths, or paſs in Review with tolerable Re- 
gularity ; they may ſometimes ſeize a Smugler, and ſome- 
times aſſiſt a Conſtable with Vigour and Succeſs. But un- 
happy would be the People who had no other Force to op- 
poſe againſt an Army habituated to Diſcipline, of which 
every one founds his Hopes of Honour and Reward upon the 
Approbation of the Commander, - TI 
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that no Man will endeavour to learn ſuperfluous Duties, and V 
regle&t the eafieſt Road to Honour and to Wealth, merely 
for the Sake of encountering Difficulties, is eaſily to be ima- 
ged. And therefore, my Lords, it cannot be conceived, 
tat any Man in the Army will very ſollicitouſſy apply him- 
elf to the Duties of his Profeſſion, of which, when he has 
kared them, the moſt accurate Practice will avail him no- 
ting, and — — 5 he muſt loſe Fant e _ might 
have been emplo in gaining an Intereſt in a Borough, or 
in forming an Alliance 4 Orator in the wrt 

For nothing my Lords, is now conſidered but Parlia- 
nentary Intereſt, nor is any Subordination deſired but in the 
ſupreme Council of the Kingdom. For the Eftabliſhment of 
tis new Regulation the Honours of every Profeſſion are 
poſtituted, and every Commiſſion is become merely nomi- 
nal. To gratify the Leaders of the miniſterial Party, the 
moſt deſpicable Triflers are exalted to an Authority, and 
thoſe whoſe Want of wings” excludes them from 
uy other Employment, are ſelected for military Commiſ- 
ſons. FH | 

No ſooner have they taken Poſſeſſion of their New Com- 
mand, and gratified, with ſome Act of Oppreſſion, the Wan- 
tonneſs of new Authority, but they defert their Charge with 
tie Formality of demanding a Permiſſion to be abſent, which 
their Commander dares not deny them. Thus, my Lords, 
they leave the Care of the Troops, and the Study of the 
Rules of War, to thofe unhappy Men, who have no other 
Caim to Elevation, than Knowledge and Bravery ; and who, 
for want of Relations in Parliament, are condemned to lin- 
ger out their Lives at their Quarters, amuſe themſelves with 
recounting their Actions and Sufferings in former Wars, and 
vith ny Fug in the Papers of every Poſt, the Commiſſions 
vhich are beſtowed on thoſe who never ſaw a Battle. 

For this Reaſon, my Lords, Preferments in the Army, 
nſtead of being conſider d as Proofs of Merit, are look'd on 
only as Badges of Dependance; nor can any Thing be in- 
ferred from the Promotion of an Officer, but that he is, in 
eme Degree or other, allied to ſome Member of Parliament, 
or the leading Voters of a Borough. | eg 

* After this Manner, my Lords, has the Army been mo- 
lelled, and on theſe Principles has it ſubſiſted for the laſt 
ad the preſent Reign - 2 myſelf, nor any other Gene- 
tl Officer, have been conſulted in the Diſtribution of Com- 
nands, or any Part of military Regulations. Our Armies 
hre known no other Power than that of the Fry of 

I | War, 


| ns 1 
That no Man will labour to no Purpoſe, or undergo the Ann. 14 Geo. H. 
Fatigue of military Vigilance, without an adequate Motive; 174 


But never, my Lords, was his Power more cbnſpicuom 
than in raiſing the Leyies of laſt Year ; never. was any | 
thority more g 


never did any Tyrant appear to ſet Cenſure n 
Defiance, treat rate and Remonſtrances wi 


of ſuch Wretches for mili ommands, but to ſhew, tha 


. „%% 22 


3 polng their new Scarlet to view, and ſtrutti 


Weight of his Cockade; or to 
new Adventurers, and the inſtructive Dialogues of Schogl- 
boys and Shop-keepers. — Og 

* I take this Opportunity, my Lords, of clearing wylelf 
from any Suſpicion of having contributed, by my 5 Fi to 
this ſtupendous Collection. I only once interpoſed yath the 
Recommendation of a young Gentleman oo had arned Jus 
Profeſſion in two Campaigns among the RH; and whom, 
yet, neither his own Deſert, nor my Patronage, could ad- 
vance to a Commiſſion. And, I believe, my Lords, all the 
other General-Officers were equally unconſulted, and would, 
if their Advice had been aſked, equally have diſapproved the 
Meaſures that have been purſued, Mag ras AE 


delling his Mien, and the Strippling tottering beneath the 
ear th 
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het thes, my Loids, wete our new Regiments completed ; An.24 Geo, n. 
- which, of Fw hundred and fifty Officers who have ſub- 2740 


med upon Half pay, only Thirty-ſix have been promoted, 
hoaph: et „ they might have pleaded a juſter Claim to Em- 

ployment, who had learned their Profeſſion in the Service of 
their Country, and had long languiſhed in'Penury, than thoſe 
who had neither — nor 8 who had neither 

ted, nor ſuffered, any Thing ; and who might have been 
deſtined to the Hammer, or the Plough, without any Diire- 
1 to their Families, or Diſappointment to them- 


3 3 | 
have been told, indeed, my Lords, that to ſome of 
theſe Officers Commiſſions were offered, which they refuſed z 
aud for this Refufal, every Reaſon is alledged, but the true; 
ſome, indeed, excuſed themſelves as diſabled by Age, and In- 
fmities, from military Service; nor can any Objection be 
made to ſo juſt a Plea. For how could thoſe be refuſed in 
their Age the Comforts of Eaſe and Repoſe, who have ſerved 
their Country with their Vouth and Vigour ® 7 
© Others there are, my Lords, who refuſed Commiſſions 
upon Motives very different; in which, nevertheleſs, ſome 
fuſtice cannot be denied. They who had long ſtudied, and 
long practiſed their Profeſſion; they, who had tried their 
Courage in the Breach, and' given Proofs of their Skill in the 
Face of the Enemy, refuſed to obey the Command of No- 
vices, of Tradeſmen, and off School-boys: They imagined, 
my Lords, that they ought to govern thoſe whom they Hould 
be obliged to inſtruct; and to lead thoſe Troops, whom ie 
muſt range in Order. But they had forgot chat they had 
out-lived the Time when a Soldier was formed by Stidy and 
Experience, and had not heard, in their Retreats, that a Co- 
nel or a Captain was now formed in a Day; and therefore, 
when they ſaw and heard their new Commanders, they re- 
tired back to their Half-pay with Surprize and Indignation. 
But, my Lords, the Follies of laft Year cannot be eaſily 
recified, and are only now to be ſed; that they may not 
be repeated. If we are now to make new Levies, and en- 
ceaſe the Number of our Land-Forces ; it is, in my Opi- 
non, incumbent upon us to confider by what Methods we 
may beſt augment our Troops, and how we may be able to 
refit our foreign Enemies, without expoſing the Nation to 
7 Miferies, and leaving our Liberties at the Mercy of 
e Court. '* | 
There are, my Lords, two Methods of increaſing our 
Forces ; the firſt is, that of raiſing new Regiments ; the 0- 
ther, of adding new Men to thoſe which already ſubſiſt. 


By 


Ann. 14 Geo. II; By hag ow Regiments, my Lords, we ſhall 
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Practice in France more reaſonable than it would be in our 


| pported, 
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tify the Min with the Diſtribution of new Commiſſions, 
and the Eſtabliſhment of new Dependants ; we ſhall 

the Influence of the Court, and increaſe the Charge of 
Nation, which is already loaded with too many Taxes to ſup- 
port any unneceſſary Expence. | | 

* By the other Method, of adding a Hundred Men to every 
Company, we ſhall not only ſave the Pay of the 
which is no ſlight Conſideration, but, what ſeems, if the Re- 
ports raiſed by the Miniſtry, of our preient Danger, be true, 
of far more Importance, ſhall form the new Forces with 
more Expedition into regular Troops; for, by diſtributing 
them among thoſe who are already inſtructed in their Duty, 
we ſha I give them an Opportunity of hourly Improvement; 
every Man's Comrade will be his Maſter, and every one will 
be ambitious of forming himſelf by the Example of thoſe 
who have been in the Army longer than themſelves. 

If it be objected, my Lords, that the Number of Off. 
cers will not then bear a juſt Proportion to that of the Sol. 
diers, it may be anſwered, that the Foreign Troops of the 
greateſt Reputation have no greater Number of Officers, as 
every one mult know who is acquainted with the Conſtitution 
of the maſt formidable Armies of £#r5p-. Thoſe of the 
King of Praia, or of the various Nations by which we were 
aſſiſted in the late War, either as Confederates or Mercena- 
ries, have but few Officers. And I very well remember, my 
Lords, that whenever they were joined by Parties of our 
own Nation, the Inequality in the Number of the Officers, 
produced Conteſts and Diſputes. 

The only 2 of Europe, my Lords, that ſwarm 
with Officers, are thoſe of Frauce; but even theſe have 
fewer Officers, in proportion to their private Men, in time of 
War; for when they diſband any Part of their Forces, they 
do not, like us, reduce their Officers to Half. pay, but add 
them to the Regiments not reduced, that the Families of their 
Nobility may not be burthened with needy Dependants, and 
that they may never want Officers for new Levies. 

There are many Reaſons, my Lords, that make this 


Kingdom. It is the chief View of their Governors to con- 
tinue abſolute, and therefore their conſtant Endeavour to 
keep great Numbers in Dependance; it ought to be our 
Care to hinder the Increaſe of the Influence of the Court, 
and to obſtruct all Meaſures that may extend the Authority 
of the Miniſtry ; and therefore thoſe Meaſures are. to be 
18 by which Independance and Liberty will be wok 
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 tTt is likewiſe to be remembred, my Lords, that a French Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


Officer is ſupported with Pay not much larger than that of 
z private Soldier among us; and that therefore the Argument 
which ariſes from the Neceſſity of Frugality, is not of the 
ſame Force in both Nations. 

There is yet another Reaſon why the French are under 
the Neceſſity of employing more Officers than any other Na- 
tion: The Strength of their Armies conſiſts” in their Gen- 
temen, who cannot be expected to ſerve without ſome Com- 
mand : The common Soldiers of the French Army are a 
mean, ſpiritlefs, deſpicable Herd, fit only to drudge as Pio- 
neers, to raiſe Entrenchments, and to dig Mines ; but with- 
out Courage to face an Enemy, or to proceed with Vigour 
in the Face of Danger. | 

Their Gentlemen, my Lords, are of a very different 
Character; jealous of their Honour, and conſcious of their 
Birth, eager of Diſtinction, and ambitious of Preferment. 
They have commonly their Education in the Army, and 
have no Expectations of acquiring Fortunes equal to their 
Defires by any other Profeſſion, and are therefore intent up- 
on the Improvement of every Opportunity which is offered 
them of increaſing their Knowledge and exalting their Re- 
putation, 


© To the Spirit of theſe Men, my Lords, are the French 


| Armics indebted for all their Victories, and to them is to 


be attributed the preſent Perfection of the Art of War. They 
have the Vigilance and Perſeverance of Romans, joined with 
the natural Vivacity and Expedition of their own Nation. 
We are therefore not to wonder, my Lords, that there 
ö in the French Armies an Eſtabliſhment for more Gentle- 
men than in other Countries, where the Diſparity between 
the military Virtues of the higher and lower Claſſes of Men 
1s leſs conſpicuous. In the Troops of that Nation nothing 
6 expected but from the Officers, but in ours the common 
vldiers meets Danger with equal Intrepidity, and ſcorns to 
ke himſelf excelled by his Officer in Courage or in Zeal. 
We are therefore, my Lords, under no Neceſſity of bur- 
tiening our Country with the Expence of new Commiſſions, 
viich in the Army will be ſuperfluous, and in the State dan- 
gerous, as they will fill our Parliament with new Dependants, 
ad our Corporations with new Adherents to the Miniſter, 
loſe ſteady Perſeverance in his favourite Scheme of Parlia- 
nentary Subordination will be perhaps the only Occaſion of 
tieſe new Levies, or at leaſt has hindered the right Appli- 
on of our ſtanding Troops. For what Reaſon, my Lords, 
en Invention or Imagination aſſign, why the Troops who 
bd been for ſome Time diſciplined, were not rather ſent to. 


1740, | 4k the 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. the Aſſiſtance of Yernon than the new Marines, 
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to our late Meaſures. He therefore who has never exerted 


by the Inſpection of experienced Officers, we might now have 


our Succeſs has not enabled us to preſeribe Terms, and! 
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ſome of them were commanded by Men, who — 4. 
Seats in the other Houſe, and who by their ſettled Adhe. 
rence and avow'd Fidelity to the Miniſter, had recommended 
themſelves too powerfully to be raſhly expoſed in the Service 
of their Country to the Bullets of the Spaniards. 

* So great, my Lords, has been the Miniſter's Regard to 
Parliamentary A bilities, and ſo ſtrict his Gratitude to his 
Friends, that I know of but one Member of the other Houſe 
that has been hazarded in this Expedition; and he a hopelef, 
abandon'd Patriot, inſenſible of the Capacity or Integrity of 
our Miniſtry, and whom nothing has been able to reconcile | 


himſelf in Defence of the Miniſtry, was in his turn thought 
unworthy of miniſterial Protection, and was given up to the 
Chance of War without Reluctance. 

But I hope your Lordſhips will concur with me in the 
Opinion, that it is not always neceſſary to gratify the Mi- 
niſtry, but that our Country claims ſome Part of our Regard, 
and therefore that in eſtabliſſiing our Army we ſhould purſue 
that Method which may be moit accommodated to our Con- 
ſtitution, and inſtead of imitating the military Policy of 
the French, follow the Example of thoſe Nations by whoſe 
Troops they have been conquer dc. 

Had this Scheme been hitherto follow'd, had our new 
Levies, inſtead of being put under the Command of Boys, 
been diſtributed in juſt Proportions among the ſtanding Regi- 
ments, where they might ſoon have been qualified for Service 


ſeen an Army capable of awing the Court of Spain into Sub- 
miſſion, or, if our Demands had been ftill refuſed, of re- 
venging our Injuries, and puniſhing thoſe who have inſulted 
and deſpiſed us. 

From an Army thus raiſed and diſciplined, Detachments, 
my Lords, ought to have been ſent on board of all our Fleet, 
and particularly that which is now ſtation'd in the Mediterra- 
ncan, Which would not then have coaſted about from one 
Port to another, without hurting or frighting the Enemy, but 
might by ſudden Deſcents have ſpread Terror thro' a great 
Part of the Kingdom, harraſſed their Troops by continual 
Marches, and by frequent Incurſions have plunder'd all the 
maritime Provinces, driven the, Inhabitants into the inland 
Country, and laid the Villages in Aſhes. 

* There is yet, my Lords, no Appearance of a Peace, for 


hope we are not yet fallen fo low as to receive them; it 18 
therefore proper to form ſuch Reſolutions as may influence | 
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de Conduct of the War, and enable us to retrieve the Errors Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


of our paſt Meaſures. . 


The Miniſter, my Lords, is not without Panegyriſts, who td 


may perhaps endeavour to perſwade us, that we ought to 
reſign all our Underſtandings to his ſuperior Wiſdom, and 
bliadly truſt our Fortunes and our Liberties to his unſhaken 
Integrity. They will, in Proof of his Abilities, produce the 
wondertul Dexterity and Penetration which the late Negotia- 
tions have diſcover'd, and will confirm the Reputation of his 
Integrity by the conſtant Parſimony of all his Schemes, and 
the Unwillingneſs with which he, at any Time, increaſes the 
Expences of the Nation. . 

gut, my Lords, it is the great Duty of your high Sta- 
tion to watch over the Adminiſtration, and to warn thoſe, 
who are more immediately entruſted with the public Affairs, 
againſt Meaſures which may endanger the Safety or Happineſs 
0: the Nation; and therefore, if 1 have prov'd to your Lord- 
ſhips, that to raiſe new Regiments is dangerous to our Liber- 


ties, that a Multitude of Officers is of no Uſe in War, and 


that an Army may be more expeditiouſly diciplin'd by add- 

ing new Men to every Company, I hope your Lordſhips will 

agree to this Reſoluthon which I have drawn up with the 

utmoit Brevity, and of which the Meaning cannot be miſta- 
| 


ken. 


the Nation.“ 
The Duke of Newcaftle. 


My Lords, As my Education and Employments have Duke of News- 
aforded me no rtunities of acquiring any Skill in Mili- cafe. 


tary Affairs, it will not be expected by your Lordſhips, that 
[| ſhould be able to confute the Arguments of the noble 
Duke, whoſe acknowledged Superiority in the Art of War, 
and the Abilities which he has diſplay'd in the Admini- 
[ration of every Province which he has undertaken, give 
lim a Cliim to the higheſt Deference. | 

But, my Lords, as I cannot aſſume the Province of diſ- 
puting on this Queſtion, ſo I cannot, without longer Conſi- 
deration, form any Reſolution concerning it; for Arguments 
may be fallacious, which yet I cannot confute, and to ap- 
prove without Knowledge is no leſs weak than to cenſure. 
_ * There is not any preſent Neceſſity, my Lords, of form- 
vg a Reſolution on this Subject; we are not now call'd up- 
on particularly to conſider it, and certainly it cannot be pru- 

1740. 4 L 2 | dent 


| Moves that the 
augmenting the 


That the augmenting the Army by raiſing Regiments, army b 

i; it is the moſt unneceſſary and moſt expenſive Method of — 

Augmentation, is alſo the moſt dangerous to the Liberties of dangerous: De- 
| 
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Ann. 14 Geo, II. dent, by ſo determinate a Deciſion, pronounced without Re. 
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flection or Deliberation, to preclude a fuller Examination of 
this important Queſtion.. | | . 


Lord Carteret. 


My Lords, the noble Duke who made the preſent Mo- 
tion, has ſupported it by ſuch Strength of Argument, and 
ſo fully explained the Advantages of the Method which it 
tends ' to recommend, that not only the preſent Ape, but 
Poſterity may probably be indebted to him, for juſter Noti- 
ons of a military Eftabliſhment, than have been yet attained 
even by thoſe whoſe Profeſſion obliges them to ſuch En- 

uiries. d 
Vis Nor, my Lords, could we expect leſs from his long Ex. 
perience and extenſive Capacity; Experience gained in the 
Heat of War and in the Midſt of Danger; a Capacity not 
only cultivated by ſolitary Diſquiſitions in Retirement and 
Security, but exerciſed by Difficulties and quickened by Op- 
lition. : : 
Pl Such Abilities, my Lords, matured by ſuch an Education, 
have juſtly made the noble Duke the Oracle of War, and 
procured him the Eſteem and Reverence of all the Powers 


upon Earth. 


As I did not receive from my Education any military 


Knowledge, I am not able to add much to the Arguments 


which your Lordſhips have already heard ; but, neverthe- 
leſs, having been under the Neceflity of regulating the Ar- 
my when 1 had the Honour to be employed in Jreland, 
and having made in*thoſe Countries where I tranſacted the 
Buſineſs of the Crown, ſome Obſervations upon the different 
Forms of mi itary Eſtabliſhment, I hope I ſhall be allowed 
to offer what my Experience or my Remarks may ſuggeſt to 
me, in Confirmat.on of the Sentiments of the noble Duke. 
When I was in Ireland, my Lords, the Troops of that 
Kingdom conſiſted of twenty-one Regiments, of which ten 
were, as laſt Year, brought into England, and the Triſh For- 
ces were to be filled up by new Levies, which were raiſed in 
the Manner now propoſed, by increaſing every Regiment 
from three hundred and forty to ſix hundred Men, ſo that 
the eleven Regiments, remaining compoſed a Body of nearly 
the ſame Number with the twenty-one Regiments as for- 
merly conſtituted | 
Of the Sabc die Eſtabliſhment, my Lords, the Reputation 
and Succeſs of their Troops are an uncontrovertible Vindi | 
cation, and I have often had an Opportunity of 2 
the Number of Officers with that of ours, and fo 4 
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private Men to be far more numerous in Proportion to the Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


Officers. 5 . 

In Hanover, wy Lords, I have ſeen his Majeſty's 
Troops remarkable for the Elegance of their Appearance, 
and being once asked by the Commander, at what Expence 
one of thoſe gallant Troopers and his Horſe was ſupported, 
was told, after confeſſing my Ignorance, that he coſt no 
more than fourteen Pounds - a Year, who could not in this 
Country be maintained for leſs than forty. 0 

I believe, my Lords, that the French Forces are not 
more expenſive than thoſe of Hanover, and therefore we are 
by no Means to imitate their Eſtabliſhment, for the Price of 
Proviſions and Habits of Life do not admit of any Diminu- 
tion of the Pay of either our Officers or Soldiers, and we 
can only leſſen our Expences by reducing their Numbers, 
to which I ſhall for my Part moſt willingly contribute. 

* But as this, my Lords, is not the proper Time for 
disbanding our Forces, of which the preſent State of our 
Affairs may perhaps demand an Augmentation, it is neceſ- 
fary to compare the State of our Forces with that of foreign 
Troops, and ſupply, by prudent Methods, the Diſadvantages 
to which we are ſubject by the peculiar Condition of our 
Country. For if the French can ſupport an Army at a fourth 
part of our Expence, what muſt be the Conſequence of a 
War, ſuppoſing the Wealth of the two Nations nearly equal ? 
It will be to little Purpoſe that we boaſt, however juſtly, of 
the Superiority of our Troops ; for though it ſhould be 
* that the Britiſb cannot be reſiſted by an equal Num- 

r, yet it can never be expected that they ſhould conquer 
Troops four Times as numerous as themſelves, | 

Thus, my Lords, it appears with all the Evidence of 
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aithmetical Demonſtration, that the Method now propoſed - 


ö highly expedient, nor can any Objection, in my Opinion, 
be made to the Reſolution offered to your Lordſhips. | 
That this is not a proper Time for this Enquiry has been 


indeed urged ; but ſurely no Time can be more proper than 


when we may, by a Reſolution unanimouſly paſſed, regulate, 
in ſome Degree, the Conduct of the other Houſe, and hint 
to them the Opinion of this Aſſembly on a Queſtion which 
b perhaps To morrow to be brought before them. 


The Earl of Cholmondely, 


My Lords, tho' I was once honoured with a Command Earl of CN. 
in the Army, and conſequentiy ought to have attained ſome nn. 


military Knowledge, yet I have ſo long reſigned my Com- 
uiſion, poſſeſſed it for ſo ſhort a Time, and have ſuffered 2 
| ty 


* 
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1740. Employments of ſo different a Kind, that I cannot 

to oppoſe any Knowledge of my own to the Reaſons which 
have been offered; but I cannot think that the Concluſions 
drawn by the noble Duke, are ſo evidently true, as to force 
Conviction, and exclude all Poſſibility of Reply ; nor can 1 
conceive it conſiſtent with the Dignity of this Aſſembly, to 
yield implicitly to any Man's Aſſertions, or to paſs any Re. 
ſolution without an accurate Enquiry. 

some Objections, my Lords, ariſe upon Reflection from 
my narrow Obſervation and tranſient Reading, and thee [ 
ſhall lay before your Lordſhips, with an open Acknowledg. 
ment of my Inſufficiency to diſcuſs. the Queſtion, and a fin- 
dere Deſire of being inſtructed where I may be miſtaken. 
The Subordination of the Army, my Lords, appears to 
me in general to be ſufficiently maintained, nor is it ever 
infringed but by particular Partiality, that can never .be 
prevented, or a caſual Difference in the Circumſtances of 
the Officers, which, though not relative to the military Cha- 
raters, will always produce ſome Degree of Influence. 

© I know not, my Lords, how the general Regulation of 
our Forces, and the Diſtribution of military Honours can be 
condemned without extending ſome Degree of Cenfure to a 
Perſon who ought not to be mentioned as concurring in any 
Meaſures injurious to the Public. Our Army, my Lords, i 
maintained by the Parliament, but commanded by the King, 
who has not either done, or directed any I hing of which 
his People may juſtly complain.” 


Duke of Argyle. 


uke of Anl. My Lords, it is neceſſary to clear If from Miſre- 
5 bs cons, and to preſerve. at the e Time the Order 
| of this Houſe, by reminding the noble Lord, that his Ma- 
| jelly is never to be introduced into our Debates, becauſe he 
j is never to be charged with Wrong; and by declaring to 
4 your Lordſhips, that I impute no Part of the Errors com- 
4 | mitted in the Regulation of the Army to his Majeſty, but 
| 


to thoſe Miniſters, whoſe Duty it is to adviſe him, and 
[ whom the Law condemns to aniwer for the Conſequences of 
bl their Councils.” gp 

| The Earl of CHolmondely. 3 

| b The Farl ofChol- © My Lords, if I miſrepreſented any Aſſertion of the no- 


mouely, ble Duke, it was by Miſapprehenſion, or. Failure of Memory, 
and not by Malice or Deſign ; and if in any other _ 
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bons which I Pall make, I ſhall fall into any Error of the Ann, 14 Geo, Ih | 


ame Kind, I defire that it may be aſcribed to the ſame 
uſe. | 8 
- The Ignorance and Inexperience of our preſent Officers 
have been expoſed with great Gaiety of Imagination, and 
with the true Spirit of ſatirical Rhetoric, nor can I preſume 
to ſupport them againſt ſo formidable Cenſures. But, my 
Lords, I cannot diſcover any Method of protracting the 
Lives of our old Officers beyond the uſual Term, nor of 
ſupplying the Loſs of thoſe whom Death takes away from 
the Army, but by ſubſtituting others, who, as they have 
ſeen no Wars, can have little Experience. | 
With Regard to the Number of Officers in the Foreign 
Troops, I have been informed, that they were by an ex- 
pres Stipulation to be conſtituted in the ame Manner with 
the Britiſb and Dutch Forces. 


The Duke of Argyle. 


My Lords, As it was my Province in the late War to Duke of Argyles 


ſuperintend the Payment of the Foreign Troops, I may be 
allowed to have ſome Knowledge of the Eſtabliſhment, and 
hope I ſhall not be imagined to need any Information on 
that Subject. ug : | 


Earl of Cholmondeley. 


My Lords, I do not preſume to diſpute any Aſſertion Earl of Chot« 
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of the noble Duke, for whoſe Knowledge I have the higheſt mond. 


Veneration, but only to offer ſuch Hints for Enquiry as may 
be purſued by other Lords of greater Abilities, and to ſhew, 
that as ſome Difficulties may be raiſed, the Reſolution 
ought not to be agreed to without farther Deliberation z 
lince it not only tends to preſeribe the Meaſures which ſhall 
be hereafter taken, and prohibit a Method of raifing Forces, 
which when diligently examined, may perhaps appear moſt 
eligible, but to cenſure the Methods, which, when they 
were put in Practice the laſt Year, received the Approbation 
of the whole Legiſlature.” LE 


Earl of Mefimoreland. 


* My Lords, I have for my own Satisfaction, ſtated the g of N 7 


Difference of the Expence between the two Methods of mureland. 


nifing Forces, and find it ſo great, that the Method pro- 


Pld by the noble Duke, ought undoubtedly to be pre- 


" | ferr'd 
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Apprehenſion of being imagined to reflect unjuſtly on this 
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from which he has ſhewn it to be free. | 

* Frugality, my Lords, is one of the chief Virtues of an 
Adminiſtration ; a Virtue, without which; no Government 
can be long ſupported ; the public Expence can never be 
too accurately computed, or the firſt 'Tendency to Profuſion 
too rigorouſly oppoſed ; for, as in private Life, ſo in poli- 
tical Oeconomy, the Demands of Neceſſity are eafily ſup- 
Plied ; but if once the Calls of Wantonneſs and Caprice are 
complied with, no Limits can be fixed, nor will any Trea- 
ſure be ſufficient. | | 
© Whether the Burthens, under which the People are 
now toiling, were all impoſed by Neceſſity, I will not en- 
quire ; but I think, my Lords, we may readily determine, 
that whatever is not neceſſary, is cruel and oppreſſive, and 
that therefore, ſince the Expence of raiſing new Regiments 
appears at leaſt not to be neceſſary, it ought to be oppoſed ; 
and how can it be oppoſed more properly or effectually, 
than by the noble Duke's Reſolution. LD, 


Lord Herwey. 


© My Lords, I do not claim any Superiority of Know- 
ledge in any Affairs that relate to the Public, but have leſs 
Acquaintance with the Military Eſtabliſhment, than with 
any other Part of the Government, and can therefore neither 
oppoſe the Reſolution now offered to your Lordſhip by ſuch 
Arguments as may deſerve your Attention, nor agree to it 
with that Degree of Conviction, which the Importance of 
it ſeems to require. 
© That the chief Argument which has been produced 
againſt raiſing new Regiments, is leſs formidable than it has 
been repreſented, will, I believe, appear to your Lordfhips, 
when it is conſidered, that the Officers are always Gentle- 
men of the firſt Families in the Kingdom, who, therefore, 
cannot be ſuppoſed voluntarily to give up their Relations and 
Poſterity to the Power of any Miniſtry, or for the Sake of 
their Commiſſions, to betray that Conſtitution by which 
their own Properties are ſecured. | 
* Whether every other Argument may not with equal 
Juſtice be controverted, is not, without longer Conſideration, 
Poſlible to be determined, and therefore it cannot be reaſon- 
ably expected, that we ſhould agree to the Reſolution, 
which would be only to decide without Examination, and 
to determine what we don't underſtand ; for I am under no 


Houſe, in ſuppoſing that many of your Lordſhips may be 
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ſtrangers to the Queſtion, which, when the laſt Levies were Ann. 


made, was neither diſcuſſed nor propoſed, 


I therefore move, that the previous Queſtion may be 


put, which may perhaps gain Time ſufficient for a more 
exact Enquiry upon this important Subject. | 


Lord Tall, 


My Lords, If in Imitation of ſome Noble Lords, I pro- Lord Talbot 


ſels my Ignorance of the Subject on which I am to ſpeak, 
may it not yet be allowed me, after the Example of others, 
to employ the little Knowledge which I have, in the De- 
fence of a Reſolution, which appears to have no other Ten- 
dency, than the Advantage of the Public, and to ſhew my 
Zeal for the Happineſs of my Country, though perhaps 
without the true Knowledge of its Intereſt? 

The noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, is too great a Maſter 
of Eloguence, not to be heard with all the Attention which 
Pleaſure naturally produces, and a Reaſoner too formidable 
not to raiſe in his Hearers, all the Anxiety, which is pro- 
duced by the Fear of being deceived by partial Repreſenta- 
tions, and artful Deductions. I am always afraid, my Lords, 
it Error ſhould appear too much like Truth, in the Orna- 
ments which his Lordſhip's Imagination may beſtow, and 


let Sophiſtry ſhould dazzle my Underſtanding whilſt I ima- 


gine myſelf only guided by the Light of Reaſon, 

* I thall therefore endeavour, my Lords, to review his 
Ornaments, and try whether they owe their Influence to the 
Force of Truth, or to that of Eloquence. 

His Lordſhip has obſerved, that the Objections which 
are now made to the Method of raiſing new Regiments, 
were not produced laſt Year upon a like Occaſion. I know 
not, indeed, what can be inferred from this Aſſertion; for 
ſurely it will not maintain, that an Error once admitted is to 
become perpetual. | 

But, my Lords, another Reaſon may be aſſigned, for 
waich the Objections that occured laſt Year might not be 
produced. The Miniſtry after a long Courſe of diſgraceful 
Negotiations, and artfal Delays, were, at length, compel- 
led to a War, by the general Clamours of the whole Nation; 
but they acted as Men unwilling to execute what they did 
approve. They proceeded ſo {lowly in their Preparations, 
and were ſo languid in all their Motions, that it was evident 
bow willingly they would have improved every Opportunity 
0: retarding the Vengeance which they were forced to threaten 3 
ad with what Artifices they would. have protracted any 
Delay, which they could have. imputed to thoſe by whom 
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Ann. 14 Geo, II. they were oppoſed. It was, therefore, to the laſt Deg 
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purchaſe a Vote in the Houſe, and ſell it for military Prefer- 
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improper to embarraſs their Meaſures of themſelves ſuffici. 
ently perplexed, or to lay any Obſtacle in the way of thoſe 
who would gladly be ſtopped. f | 
That the Army is filled with Gentlemen, is fo far, 
Lords, from proving that there is nothing to be feared from 
it, that it is the only Foundation of all our Sollicitude. For 
none but Gentlemen can injure our Liberties, and while the 
Poſts of the Army are beſtowed as Rewards of Parliamentary 
Slavery, Gentlemen will always be found, who will be cor- 
rupted themſelves, and can corrupt a Borough; who will 


ments. By the Poſts of the Army the Parliament may be 
corrupted, and by the Corruption of the Parliament, the 
Army be perpetuated. ' | | 

* Thoſe, my Lords, who are the warmeſt Opponents of 
the Army, apprehend not any Danger from their Swords, 
but from their Votes. As they have been of late regulated 
without Diſcipline or Subordination, I ſhould not feel much 
Anxiety at ſeeing them led on by their new Commanders 
againſt a Body of honeſt Ploughmen united in the Cauſe of | 
Virtue and of Liberty ; I ſhould with great Alacrity draw my 
Sword againſt them, and ſhould not doubt of ſeeing them in 
a ſhort 'Time heap'd upon our Fields. | 

* But, my Lords, they are employed to ruin us by a more 
Now and ſilent Method; they are directed to influence their 
Relations in the Parliament, and to ſuborn the Voters in our 
ſmall Towns; they are diiperſed over the Nation to inſtill 
Dependence, and being enſlaved themſelves, willingly un- 
dertake the Propagation of Slavery. | 

© That the Army is inſtrumental in extending the In- 
Auence of the Miniſtry to the Parliament, cannot be denied, 
when military Preferments are held no longer, than while 
he that poſſeſſes them, gives a Sanction by his Vote to the 
Meaſures of the Court; when no Degree of Merit is ſuffici- | 
ent to balance a ſingle Act of Parliamentary Oppoſition, and 
when the Nation is rather to be left to the Defence of Boys, 
than the Miniſter be ſuſpected of Miſconduct. 

Could either Bravery or Knowledge, Reputation or paſt | 
Services, known Fidelity to his Majeſty, or the moſt con- | 
Re Capacity for high Truſt, have ſecured any Man in 
the Enjoyment of his Poſt, the noble Duke who made the | 
Motion, had carried his Command to the Grave, nor had 
the Nation now been deprived either of his Arms, or of his 
Councils. 5 | 

© But, as he has now offered his Advice to his Country, 
and ſupported his Opinion with Procfs from — 
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Experience, which even thoſe who oppoſe them have con- Ann, 12 Geo, IL 


ſeb'd themſelves unable to anſwer ; as the Juſtneſs of his 
Reaſoning, and the Extent of his Knowledge, have filenced 
thoſe whoſe Prejudices will not ſuffer them to own themſelves 
convinced; let us not, my Lords, reje& what we cannot con- 
demn, nor ſuffer our Country to be defrauded of the Advan- 
tage of this Reſolution, by that low Parliamentary Craft, — 

The Previous Queſtion was then call'd for, upon which 
the Lord Chancellor ſpoke to the following Purpoſe. 


Lord Chancellor. 


My Lords, Jam far from ſuſpecting that an open Pro- Lord Chancellor, 


ſeſlon of my Inability to examine the Queſtion before us, in 
its full Extent, will be imputed to an Affectation of Mo- 
deſty, ſince any Knowledge of military Affairs could not be 
acquired in thoſe Stations in which I have been placed, or 
by thoſe Studies in which the greateſt Part of my Life is 
known to have been ſpent. | 

* It will not be expected, my Lords, that I ſhould at- 
tempt a formal Confutation of the noble Duke's Poſitions, 
or that J ſhould be able to defend my own Opinion againſt 
his Knowledge and Experience ; nor would I, my Lords, 
expoſe myſelt to the Cenſure of having harangued upon War 
in the Preſence of Hannibal. 1 . 

The noble Duke has explained his Sentiments to your 
Lordſhips with the utmoſt Accuracy of Method, and the 
moſt inſtructive Perſpicuity of Language; he has enforced 
them with a Strength of Reaſoning rarely to be found, and 
and with an Extent of Knowledge peculiar to himſelf. Yet, 
my Lords, as his Argumeats, however powerful in them- 
ſelves do not ſtrike me with the ſame Force with which 
others may be affected, who are more capable of receiving 
them, I hope that your Lordſhips will allow me to mention 
ſuch Objections as occur to me, that in voting on this 
Queſtion I may at leaſt preſerve my Conſcience from Vio- 
lation, and neither adopt the Opinion of another, however 
great, without Examination, nor obſtinately reje& the Means 
of Conviction. ns | 

Every Lord who has ſpoken, either in Support of the 
noble Duke's Opinion, or in Oppoſition to it, has confeſſed 
that he is very little acquainted with the Subject of our De- 
bate ; and it may not therefore be an improper or uſeleſs 
Attempt, if I endeavour by Objections, however injudici- 
ouz, or by Arguments however inconcluſive, to procure ſome. 
Illuſtration of a Queſtion, ſo important, and at the ſame 
Time ſo little underſtood. : 
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Am. 14 Geo. IT. . The Objections, my Lords, which I ſhall produce, ar 


1740. 


ſuch as J have heard in e e e with thoſe vi 

Acquaintance with mil: Employments, give them a juſt 
Claim to Authority in all ueſtions which relate to the An 
of War; among whom I find no Uniformity of Opinion 
with regard to the moſt Pe Method of augmenting our 
Forces. And, my Lords, when we obſerve thoſe to differ in 
their Sentiments, whoſe Education, Experience, and Oppor. 
tunities of Knowledge have been nearly the ſame, and who 
have all obtain'd a very great Degree of Reputation in their 
Profeſſion, what can be inferr'd, but that the Queſtion is, in 


its own Nature, obſcure and diflicult ? that it inyolves a Myl- 


titude of Relations, and is diffuſed thro” a great Variety of 
Circumſtances ? and that therefore it is prudent for every 
Man, who can judge only upon the Authority of others, to 
ſuſpend his Opinion ? 3 Oe 
The chief Argument, or that at leaſt which impreſſed 
itſelf moſt ſtrongly on my Mind, againſt any Innovation in 
our military Conſtitution, was drawn from the Succeſs of our 


Armies in their preſent Form, with that Proportion of Sold er; 


and Officers, which the preſent Motion tends to aboliſh. Our 
Forces, ſay the Advocates for the preſent Eſtabliſhment, have 
afforded us a ſufficient "Teſtimony of the Propriety of their 
Regulation, by their frequent Victories over I roops, whoſe 
Diſcipline has been ſtudied with the utmoſt Vigilance, and 
which have been train'd up to War with a Degree of Atten- 
tion not diſproportion'd to the mighty Deſign for which they 
were raiſed, the Subjection of the World, and Attainment of 
univerſal Monarchy. Theſe Troops, who have been taught, 
almoſt from their Infancy, that Cowardice and Flight are the 
reateſt Crimes, and perſuaded by national Prejudices, and 
Principles ſtudiouſly inſtilled, that no foreign Forces could 
withitand them; have fled before equal Numbers of Britons, 
and been driven from one Province to another, till, inſtead 
of graſping at general Dominion, they were reduced to de- 
fend their Wives and Children. s 
* How much of this Succeſs was to be aſcribed to that Part 
of the Regulation which this Motion propoſes to be changed, 


it is not, my Lords, within my Province to determine; the 


reat Commander whom I have the Honour to oppoſe, can 
Peſt explain to your Lordſhips the Province of every Officer 


in the Field, and how far the Number of inferior Officers 


may influence the Succeſs of a Battle, and the Fate of a King- 
dom. | | N 
But to me, my Lords, the Eſtabliſnment of our Armies 
compriſing different Views, and connecting various Subordi- 
nate Regulations, may be compar'd to a Medicine r 
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* 


of different Ingredients, and found infallibly efficacious in a Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


langerous Diſeaſe, in which, though ſome of the Parts ma 


fem, to Phyſicians of the profoundeſt Learning, ſuperfluous | 


or improper, it would be no leſs than the Folly of preferring 
Experiments to Life, to make any Alteration. — 

The Wantonneſs of Innovation, my Lords, is a dange- 
wus Diſeaſe of the Mind; in a private Station, it prompts 
Men to be always diſcontented with what they find, and to 
loſe the Enjoyment of Good in Search of ſomething better; 
it incites them to leave the ſafe and beaten Tracks of Life, 
in Search of thoſe which they imagine nearer, but which are 
at belt leſs ſecure, and which generally lead them to Points 
fir different from that to which they originally intended to 
direct their Courſe. | 

It is dangerous, my Lords, to admit any Alteration which 
i not abſolutely neceſſary, for one Innovation makes way for 
another, The Parts of a Conſtitution, like a complicated 
Machine, are fitted to each other, nor can one be chang'd 
witzout changing that which correſponds. to it. This Neceſ- 
ſity is not N foreſeen, but when diſcover'd by Expe- 
rience, is generally complied with; ſor every Man is more 
inclin'd to hazard further Changes, than to confeſs himſelf 
miſtaken by retracting his Scheme. Thus, my Lords, one 
Change introduces another, . till the original Conſtitution 1s 
entirely deſtroy d. | : 

* By the Ambition of Innovation, my Lords, have almoſt 
ll thoſe Empires been deſtroy'd, of which nothing now is 
left but the Memory. Every human Eſtabliſhment has its 
Advantages and its N and by weak Attempts 
to remedy theſe Defects, which, notwithſtanding the utmoſt 
Attention, will embarraſs the Machine of Government, Al- 
terations have been introduced, which have been quickly fol- 
low'd by a total Diſſolution. | 

There ſeem, my Lords, to be few Regulations on which 
it i; more dangerous to make Experiments than on that of 
tie Armies of a Nation. We are ſufficiently convinced how 


much of Succeſs is the Conſequence of Courage, and that * 


Courage is on'y an Opinion of our own Superiority, arifing 
tom certain Circumſtances, either imaginary or real. : 

Ihe Courage which at preſent animates our Forces, ar 
ties, my Lords, from a very proper Ground, their former 


Victories over the Enemies which they are now to combat, 


and will therefore, doubtleſs, continue while they can con- 
ſder themſelves as enjoying the fame Advantage with thoſe 
particular Men by whom the ViRories were obtain'd. But, 
my Lords, if any eſſential Part of their Eſtabliſhment be 
caanged, they will be conſidered, both by themſelves and 
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Ann. 14 Geo; II. their Enemies, as a different Army, they will then charge 
1742" , with leſs Alacrity, and be oppoſed with leſs Dejection; they Þ 
will conſider themſelves as fighting without that Certainty of | 
Succeſs which ariſes from Experience, and their Enemies will 
reſolve to try, by an obſtinate Reſiſtance, | whether they are 

now equaliy formidable as in their former State. 

Thus, my Lords, I have attempted, however weakly, 
to repreſent the Arguments which I have heard for the Con- 
tinuance of the Eſtabliſhment, of which your Lordſhips will 

examine the Validity, and ſhall now proceed to confider the 
noble Duke's Syſtem of a military Subordination in Time of 
Peace. | | | 

Whether a ſtanding Army, in Time of Peace, is made 
neceſſary by the Change of Conduct in foreign Courts, it is 
now uſeleſs to enquire; but it will be eaſily granted by your 
Lordſhips, that no Motive but Neceſſity, Neceſſity abſolute 
and inevitable, ought to influence us to ſupport a ſtandin 
Body of regular Forces, which have always been accoun 
dangerous, and generally found deſtructive to a free People. 

* The chief Reaſon, my Lords, of the Danger ariſing 
from a ſtanding Army, may be aſcribed to the Circumſtances 
by which Men, ſubject to military Laws, are diſtinguiſh'd 
from other Members of the ſame Community : They are, 
by the Nature of martial Government, expoſed to Puniſh- 
ments which other Men never incur, and tried by Forms of 
a different and more rigorous Kind than thoſe which are 
practiſed by the Civil Power. They are, if not exempted 
from the Juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate, yet ſubject to another 
Authority which they ſee es mt and more ſeverely 

—_ exerted, and Which, therefore, they fear and reyerence in a 

4 higher Degree. They, by entering into the Army, lay aſide 

= for the moſt part all Proipe& of Advantage from Commerce 

| or Civil Employments, and in a few Years neither fear nor 

; hope any Thing but from the Favour or Diſpleaſure of their 
own Officers. | 

| For theſe, my Lords, or for other Reaſons, the Soldiers 

have always been incli ad to confider themſelves as a Body 

= diſtinct from the reſt of the Community, and independent on 

| it, a Government regulated by their own Laws, without Re- 


162 94 
0 
1% vi 


gard to the general Conſtitution of their Country ; they have 

i therefore been ready to ſubvert the Conftitution from which 
=_ they receiv'd little Advantage, and to oppre!s the Civil Ma- 
= giſtrates for whom they had loft their Reverence. 

5 And how ſoon, my Lords, might ſuch Outrages be ex- 

fed from an Army form'd after the Model of the noble 
Puke, releaſed from the common Obligations of Society, 
diſunited from the Bulk of the Nation, directed _ by 
| | - knell 
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* their own Officers, and ultimately commanded by a Man Anm 14 Geo. II. 
JA who had the Right of commanding no other ? Would 1740. 


not ſoon conſider themſelves as a ſeparate Community, whoſe 
Intereſts were, no leſs than their Laws, peculiar to them- 
ſelves? Would they not conſider him from whom they re- 
ceiv'd all their Rewards and all their Puniſhments, as the 


. proper Object of their ſupreme Regard, and endeavour to 
il exalt him to the ſame Dominion over others, which he en- 
he joy'd in Regard to themſelves ; that they might ſhare in his 
of duperiority ? 


A Body of Men, my Lords, thus ſeparated from the reſt 
of the People, muſt confider themſelves as either ennobled or 
degraded by ſuch Diſtinction, and would ſoon find them- 
ſelves inclin'd to uſe the Power of their Arms, either in the 
Exertion of their Privileges, or the Revenge of their Diſ- 
grace. Then, my Lords, would they ſet at Defiance the 
Laws of the Nation, nor would one of theſe noble Lords be 
able to diſband, nor the other to reſiſt them. 2 

* The Army, my Lords, is, in Time of Peace, then beſt 
regulated when it is kept under the ſtricteſt Subordination to 


F the Civil Power, that Power which it is inſtituted to protect | 
e. md to preſerve, | 
b. * Thus, my Lords, have I examin'd the Propofal and | 
of Reaſons of the noble Duke, perhaps not much to the Infor- | 
re mation of your Lordſhips; but it cannot be expected that 

d any Capacity ſhould be able, in an unexpected and ſudden | 
er Debate, to * on a Subject, which the noble Duke's E- | 
ly ducation gave him particular Opportunities of underſtanding | 
2 far beyond almoſt every other Man, and which he has had | 
le Time to conſider with reſpect to this prefent Motion. | 
ce For this Reaſon, my Lords, I cannot but think the pre- a | 


vious Queſtion highly expedient, but not for this Reaſon a- 
lone ; for as the State of the Army and the proper Methods 
of augmenting it, are ſoon to be examin'd by the other 
Houſe, to prejudice their Determinations may raiſe a Conteſt | q 
about Privileges, and oblige us either to perſiſt, for our own ; 
Honour, in Oppoſition to Meaſures neceſſary. to the Security 
of the Public, or in Compliance with the preſent Exigence, 
— their Scheme however oppoſite to our own Reſo- 
utions. | 


Lord Carteret. 


My Lords, the known Abilities of that noble Lord, in- Lord Carter. 
cine me always to hear him with uncommon Expectation 
and Attention, which ſeldom fail to be rewarded by ſuch 
Pcafure and Information as few other Men are able to _— 

ut 
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Ano. 12 Ges. II. But his Obſervations on the Queſtion before us. my Lo 
174% have only convinced me, that the greateſt Abilities may be 
” ſometimes betrayed into Error, and the moſt candid Dif 
fition be vitiated by accidental Prejudices. For his own Ar. 
guments neither appear juſt, nor his Repreſentation impar. 
tial, of thoſe advanced in —_— of * _—_ | 
With regard to the Number of Officers neceſſary in 
time of War, his Lordſhip aſſerted nothing from his own 
Knowledge, nor do I believe that any other Lord will ima- 
gine himſelf qualified to diſpute with the noble Duke upon 
Queſtions purely Military. His Experience entitles him to 
the higheſt Authority, in Debates of this Kind; and if every 
Man has a Claim to Credit in his own Profeſſion, ſurely, he 
who has given Evidence of his Proficiency in the Art of War 
in the Eyes of the whole World, will not be denied in this 
- Houſe, that Superiority which would readily be allowed him 
in any other Part of the Univerſe. _ 
And yet leſs, my Lords, can it be ſuſpe&ed that he in- 
tends to deceive us, than that he can be deceived himſelf: 
for not only his Probity, his Love of his Country, and his 
Fidelity to the Crown, concur to ſecure him from any Temp- 
tations to make an ill Uſe of his Credit; but his own In- 
tereſt obliges him to offer that Scheme for the Regulation of 
our Forces, which in his own Opinion will moſt certainly 
contribute to their Succeſs. For, it is not to be doubted, 
my Lords, that when we ſhall be engaged in War too far 
for Negotiations and Conventions, when we ſhall be fur- 
rounded by Enemies, and terrified at the near Approach of 
Danger, he will be called upon to lead our Armies to Bat- 
tle ; and attack once more thoſe Enemies that have fled {0 
* often before him. = 
Then, my Lords, if he has contributed to form a weak 
| Plan of our military Conſtitution, muſt he atone for it with | 
the Loſs of his Reputation ; that Reputation, for. which he 
has undergone ſo many Fatigues and been expoſed to fo 
many Dangers. | 
gut, my Lords, it is ridiculous to ſuſpe& where no- 
ching appears to provoke Suſpicion, and I am very far from 
imagining, that the Dangers of Innovation, however artfully 
magnified, or the Apprehenſions of the Soldiers, however 
rhetorically repreſented, will be thought of any Weight. 
The Eftabliſhment of the Army, my * is an Inno- 
vation, and, as the noble Lord has juſtly repreſented it, an 
Innovation that threatens nothing leſs than the Deſtruction of 
our Liberties, and the Diſſolution of our Government. Our 
Vigilance ought therefore, to be very anxiouſly employed in 
regulating this new Part of our Government, and adapting 
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it, in ſuch a manner, to the national Conſtitution, that no Ann. 14 Geo. II; 


Detriment may ariſe from it, and that our civil Rights may 
be protected, not oppreſſed, by the military Power. 


Jo this Purpoſe, ſays the noble Lord, the Soldiers are 
to be reſtrained by a due Subordination to the Magittrate, 
2 Poſition undoubtedly true, but now ſuperfluouſly urged. 
For it was never controverted by the noble Perſon whoſe 


Opinion he intended to oppoſe. 


Should any Man aſſert, my Lords, that the Army 


ought to be formed into a diſtin& and independent Seciety, 
which ſhould receive Laws only from a Council of War, 
and have no other Governour than their Officers, none ſhould 


oppoſe ſuch an Aſſertion with more Ardour or Conſtancy 
than myſelf, but what was never advanced it is unneceſſary 


to confute. 


vet, my Lords, to obviate thoſe Dangers from the Ar- 


my which have been ſo ſtrongly and juſtly repreſented, it 
js neceſſary, not only that a legal Subordination to the civil 
Authority be firmly eftabliſh'd, but that a perſonal Depen- 
cence on the Miniſtry be taken away. 


How readily Men learn to reverence and obey thoſe on 
whom their Fortunes depend, has been already ſhewn by 


the noble Lord, and therefore it will follow, that a Miniſter, 


who diſtributes Preferments at his pleaſure, may acquire ſuch . 


an Influence in the Army, as may be employed to ſecure 
hinſelf from Juſtice by the Deſtruction of Liberty. And 
unleſs it can be proved that no ſuch Miniſter can ever exiſt; 
that Corruption, Ambition, and Perfidy, have place only in 
the military Race; every Argument that ſhews the Danger 
of an Army dependent only on the General, will ſhew the 
Danger likewiſe of one dependent only on the Miniſter. 
The Influence of the Miniſter, my Lords, is known to 
ariſe from the Number of the Officers, and to be propor- 
toned to the Value of the Preferment, which it is in his 
Fower to beitow ; It is therefore evident, by adding new 
Officers to our Army, we ſhall throw Weight into the Scale, 
which already is, at leaſt, an equal Balance to our Con- 
ſtitution, and enable the Miniſtry either to employ an Army 
in Defence of their Meaſures, or to obtain ſuch an Influence 


in the Parliament as ſhall make any other Security ſuperfluous. 


* Such, my Lords, is the Danger of a Multitude of Of- 
fcers, a Danger which ſurely deſerves more Attention, than 
the imaginary Prejudice of the Soldiers in Favour of the pre- 
knt ftabliſhment ; a Prejudice repreſented fo powerful both 
m our own Forces, and thoie of our Enemies, that the fu- 
ture Succeſs af our Arms may probably depend upon it. 


1749, 4 N 1 Surely 


1740. 


J 
i 


(630) | 
Ann. 14 Geo, II. Surely, my Lords, that Cauſe may be allowed indefen. 
1740. ſible which ſuch a Patron defends ſo weakly. What can be 
3 mxmore chimerical than to imagine that Men would lay doun 
their Arms, and forſake their Standards, becauſe there are 
twenty more in a Company than have formerly been ? That 
ſuch a Panic from ſuch a Cauſe was never found, I need not 
prove, and J ſcarce think it neceſſary to aſſert, that with. 
out ſuppoſing a univerſal Depravity of Reaſon it never can 
be found. | 
The Eſtabliſhment propoſed by the noble Duke, is the 
ſame with that of moſt foreign Troops, and 8 arly with 
that of his Majeſty's Forces in his foreign Dominions, and, 
therefore, cannot but be approved by him, if it ſhould be 
4 | propoſed by your Lordſhips. For why ſhould he imagine a 
i greater Number of Offices neceſſary to the Troops of Great- 
[ | Britain, than to thoſe of any other Nation? | 
The Expediency of the Motion, my Lords, is in my 
Opinion ſo obvious and inconteſtible, as to require no far. 
ther Conſideration, and therefore it is no Argument agai 
it, that we were not previouſly informed of the Queſtion. 
Much leſs, my Lords, can I diſcover the Force of the 
Aſſertion, that by ſuch a Reſolution we ſhall excite the Dil. 
pleaſure of the other Houſe ; we have, my Lords, at leaft 
an equal Right with them to examine any Poſition relatin 
to the public Security, a Right which we may exert wi 
3 leſs Danger of diſguſting them, while they have yet formed 
_ - no Determination, and with leſs Danger to the Nation, than 
| when their Opinion, whatever it may be, cannot be con- 
troverted without retarding the important Bill againſt Mu- 
tiny. | 
7 We are never offended, my Lords, at receiving the 
inions of the other Houſe which we often adopt without 
any Alteration, and often made uſe of for our own Inſtruc- 
tion, and now are become ſo contemptible as that no Re- 
gard ſhould be paid by them to our Reſolutions. 
© It is well known, my Lords, that this Aſſembly is an el. 
ſential and conſtituent Part of the Legiſlature of this King- 
dom; and that we received from our Anceſtors a great Ex- 
tent of Power, which it ought to be our Care not to ſuffer 
4 to be contracted by Degrees, till this Aſſembly ſhall become 
merely formal, and fit only to ratify implicitly the Determi- 
nations of the other Houſe." 
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Several other Lords ſpoke in the Debate, and the pre- 

vious Queſtion being put, upon a Diviſion, it paſſed. in the 

The Motion re- Negative. Content 42. Not Content 59. On which Oc- 
jected- caſion was enter'd the following Proteſt, 

Difſntien. 
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Difſentient. 


have been laid aſide by the previous Queſtion, the Arguments 
urged in the Debate againſt our coming to this Reſolution at 
this Time, — in our Opinion, highly inſufficient; ſince 
we cannot apprehend what further Lights could be had with 
Relation to the ſeveral Propoſitions contained in the Queſ- 


N e 


tion, than thoſe we receiv'd in the Debate, authorized by 


the Uſage of almoſt all the Nations in Europe; nor were 
there any particular Papers pointed out, as neceſſary for the 
Inf mation of the Houſe ; and we thought this the pro- 
pereſt Time to come to this Reſolution, before any Steps were 
taken as to the Method of making the intended Augmen- 
tation. 

* 2. Becauſe it was proved in the Debate, and univerſally 
admitted, that the Augmentation of our Land-Forces, by 
the raiſing of new Corps, was, by. near one Third, a 
more expenſive Manner of Augmenting, than by additional 
Men to Companies. A Conſideration wh:ch, in our Opi- 
nion, ought to have the greateſt Weight, at this Time, when 
the Nation is engaged in a new War, and ſtill groaning un- 
der all the Burtaen of the laſt, though after Thirty Year's 
Peace. BS. | | | 

* 3. Becauſe, conſidering that the Oeconomy of Augment- 
ing the Forces by additi nal Men to Companies, was admit- 
ted, that the Utility of it was not diſproved, we cannot help 
ſuſpecting, taat the raiſing of new Corps at this Time, when 
the Election of a new Parliament draws ſo near, may be of 
a dangerous Tendency to the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
and relate more to Civil than Military Service, eſpecially fince 
there are now no Officers to be found (the Officers now re- 
mining upon Half pay, having been already judged, by the 
adminiſtration, unfit [he Service) it is, in our Opinion, open- 
ing a Door to introduce a large Body of Commiſſion'd Pen- 
loners, "Theſe Suſpicions are ſtrengthened by the Experience 
we have had, That no Rank has been either above, or be- 
low Miniſterial Reſentment, and the Severity of Parliamen- 
tary Diſcipline ; and we mult with Concern obſerve, that the 


Honour of the Nation, and the Fate of this important War, 


has been entruſted to raw and new levied Troops, in order 
as we appreaend, to keep the others at Home, only for Civi 
Purpoſes.” | _— 


IW-ftmoreland, Northampton, Shaftſbury, Suffolk, 
Ab:ngton, Cheſterfield, Halifax, Carliſle, Wii. 
loughby de Brooke, Oxford, Greenwich, Ba- 
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i EN” AT Ann, 14 Geo. II. 
© 1. Becauſe we conceive, That this Motion ought not to | 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
: 1740. 


Motion for Ad- 


miral Vernon's 


Repreſentations 


far more Ships, 


Se 


( 632 ) 
thurſt, Cobham, Middleton, Geer, Bride. 
water, Hereford, Briſtol, Litchfield, Panel, 
Berlfhir', Aylesford, Talbot,  Hawverſham, ' 


January 28, 1740-1. it was moved to reſolve, * That an 
humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Officers, 
to lay before this Houſe, ſuch Repreſentations, as have been 
made by Vice-Admiral Vernon, in any of his Letters to his 
Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, or to the Commiſ. 
fioners of the Admiralty, in relation to the want of mote 


Ships, or more Men, or any Intimations of Service he could 


| Rejected, 


Proteſt thereon. 


have performed, if he had been ſupply'd with a few more 
Ships, and ſome Land-Forces.” 


The ſame was objected to, and after Debate thereupon, 
the Queſtion was put, Whether ſuch an Addreſs ſhall be pre- 
ſented to his Majeſty ? It was reſolved in the Negative. Con- 
tent 44. Not Content 71. 


Difſentient : | 
© Becauſe we conceive, that the Houſe entered into this 
Enquiry, with a View to form a proper Judgment on the 
Conduct of the War; and ſome Extracts of Letters, have 
been laid before us, but ſuch, as we apprehend, do not even 


anſwer the Demand of the Houſe much leſs the End of the 


Enquiry : yet it appears plainly, from thoſe few Extracts, 


that Admiral Fernen has made frequent and grievous Com- 


plaints of the Inſufficiency of his Stores, and has repreſented 
them as fit only for a Spithead Expedition : We have there- 
fore the ſtrongeſt Grounds to be perſuaded, that in ſome of 
his Letters, he has made Demands of more Ships, and more 
Ven, tho' nothing relating to thoſe Articles has been laid 
before us hitherto. Had he been ſent out with a greater 
Force at firſt, or had freſh Succours of Ships and Men with 
proper Stores, been ſent after him in due time, we are firm- 


ly of Opinion, that he would have gain'd ſuch further d- 


vantages as might long before now have proved Deciſve. 


By the dilatory Proceeding of the Adminiſtration, as it ap- 
ears to us, the Scene is much changed; the Span Fleet 
as been ſuffer d to ſail out of their Ports, to carry Supplies 

of all Kinds to their Garriſons; Opportunity has been given 

them to repair their Fortifications in America; and, which 1 

{till of more Coniequence, as we fear, to procure the Al- 

ſiſtance of another Power, who was not ready, if willing, at 

that time, to give us any Diſturbance in thoſe Parts. 
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Greenwich, Berkſhire, Exeter, Bathurſt, SY, Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


bury, Manſel, Bridgwater, Foley, Thanet, 
Carliſle, Middleton, Montjoy, Bruce, Suffolk, 
Weſtmereland, Gower, Hawerſham, Ker, Aylef- 
ford, Buccleugh, Cobham, Beaufort, Here- 
ford, Denbigh, Abingdon, Litchfield. | 


Then it was propoſed to order, that a Secret Committee Motion for a Se- 
cret Committee, 


he appointed to enquire into the Conduct of the War, con- 
filing of all the Lords of this Houſe who are of his Majeſty's 
moit Honourable Privy-. ouncil. Which being objected to, 
after further Debate, the Queſtion was put upon the ſecond 
Propoſition, and it was reſolved in the Negative. Content 43. 
Not Content 68. | | 


Difſentient? 


© 1. Becauſe the Neceſſity of Secrecy, and the Danger of Proteft thereon, 


communicating Matters of Importance, to ſo numerous an 
Aſſembly as this Houſe, having been conſtantly urged as the 
only Arguments, for refuſing the Lights abſolutely neceſſary 
for carrying on, with any Hopes of Succeſs, our Enquiry 
mto the unaccountabe Condutt of the War, we thought the 
propoſing of this Committee would fully have obviated thoſe 
Objections by confining the Knowledge of thoſe Secrets, (if 
any ſuch there be amongſt thoſe who by the Conſtitution are 
ſuppos'd and appointed to be informed of them) and the 
Negative put upon this Motion, gives us but too juſt Reaſon 
to ſuipect, that the moſt material Tranſactions, with relation 
to this War, have even been concealed from thoſe, who, by 
their Situations, ought, in the very firlt Inſtance, to have 
deen conſulted. | | . 

* 2 Becauſe the ſo often urged Argument ol Secrecy 
proves too much, and may as often without, as with Reaſon, 
be uſed in Bar of all Enquiries, that any Adminiſtration, 
conicious either of their Guilt, or their Ignorance, may de- 
hre to defeat. It may not only prove the Security, but the 
Cauſe of a Sole Miniſter, Secrecy, being undoubtedly beſt 
obſerved by one; and ſuch a/ Sole Miniſter, may, by the 
ſame Reaſoning, as well refuſe the Communication of Mea. 
ſures to the reſt of his Majeſty's Council, and thereby en- 
groſs a Power inconſiſtent with. and fatal to, this Conſti- 
tution; and we cannot help obſerving, that ſuch a timorous 
and a ſcrupulous Secrecy, is much oftener the Refuge of 
Guilt, than the Reſort of Innocence. | 


Signed by the ſame Lords as before. 


ä ( 634 ) 
Ann. 14 Geo. II. Paß. 3. 1740-1. The Order of the Day being Nad, for 
174% taking into Conſideration the ſeveral Eſtimates of the 
of the Guards, Garriſons, and other Land-Forces, the Charge 

of his Majeſty's Forces in the Plantations, Minorca and Gi. 
braltar, and the Charge of Seven Regiments of Foot, and 
four Regiments of Marines, to be raiſed for the Year 17,1, 
laid before this Houſe, the 19th of Fanuary laſt. 


Motion for an It was moved to reſolve, © That an humble Address be 
Addreſs againſt preſented to his Majeſty, humbly repreſenting to his Ma- 
the intended jeſty, that this Houſe cannot conceive the intended Aug. 
1 of mentation of Land -F orces, to be neceſſary, either from 
cm, Ger the preſent Situation of Affairs in Europe, or from any 
Lights they have received; ſuch as have always been 
thought neceſſary by our Anceſtors, to juſtify the laying 
any extraordinary Burthens on the Subject: And mot 
humbly to beſeech his Majeſty, that if he ſhould however | 
think ſo great an Augmentation abſolutely neceſſary, he 
will, at leaſt, be graciouſly pleaſed, as well for the preſent, 
as for the future Eaſe of his Subjects, to order it to be 
made in the moſt frugal Manner, by ſuch an Addition of 
private Men to the preſent Regiments, as his Majeſty, from 
his own Wiſdom and 2 of the Practice of moſt 
other Countries, may judge to be moſt proper for Military 

Service, and leaſt dangerous to this Conſtitution.” 

Which being objected to, after long Debate th 
the Queſtion was put, whether ſuch an Addreſs ſhall be pre- 
Rejected, ſented to his Majeſty? It was reſolved in the Negative. 
Content 49. Not Content 67. | 


Difſentient” 

Proteſt thereon, I. BeEauſe we conceive, that nothing leſs than an evident 
and abſolute Neceſſity ſhould prevail with us, to conſent to 
any Augmentation of our Land-Forces, which in our Opi- 
nions are, at preſent, fully ſufficient for any good Purpoſes, 
either abroad, or at home; being very near equal to 
higheſt Eſtabliſhment, during the whole Courſe of the laſt 
general War; the National Troops now ſubſiſting { excluſive 
of thoſe in Ireland ) amount to 51515 Effective Men: 
Whereas our greateſt Number of National Troops, in the 
laſt War, was but 67000 Men, including the Non-EffeQives ; 
which, reduced to the Foot of V Eſtabliſhment, 
makes but 57000 Effective Men; the preſent intended 
Augmentation of 10325 Men, is ſuch an exceeding as can 
only be authoriz'd by the like public Dangers; which Dan- 
gers not appearing to us, either from the Debate, or from 
any Information we have obtained, we are unwilling to truſt 
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nore Force in the Hand of an Adminiſtration, which ( as Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


far as we are able to recollect) have not hitherto employ d 


— 


any they have been ſo truſted with to the Honour and Ad- | 


vantage of the Nation. Extraordinary Truſt and Confidence 
ought, as we apprehend, only to be placed in ſuch, Who, 
by the Experience of their paſt Conduct, have juſtly eſtabliſn- 
ed their Credit, and entitled themſelves to be ſo truſted. 
But when we look back upon the ſeveral Augmentations 
within theſe laſt Twenty Vears, demanded and granted upon 
Cauſes more ſtrongly aſſerted, than clearly proved, but viſi- 
bly without any good End ever attained : and particularly 
when we reflect that by a moſt unaccountable Fluctustion 
and Contrariety of Meaſures, a very t Augmentation 
was made in the Year 1727, to act in Conjunction with, 
France, againſt the Houſe of Auſtria, for whoſe Defence 
the preſent Augmentation is ſaid to be principally intend- 
ed: We thought it our Duty to endeavour to prevent any 
unneceſſary Increaſe of our Land Forces, not being in- 
fuenced either by the pretended Apprehenſions, or real Fears 
of an Adminiſtration, the Boldeſt in Domeſtic, but, as we 
apprehend, the molt Puſillanimous in Foreign Tranſactions. 

* 2, Becauſe we conceive, that Dangers alledged from 
Diſaffection at Home, are, in a great Meaſure, groundleſs ; 
no Symptoms of ſuch Diſaffection having appear d for _ 
Years, and the Principles upon which it was formerly ground- 
ed, being almoſt univerſally worn out and exploded. And 
ve think it highly neceſſary to diſtinguiſh between Diſaffec- 
tion ariſing only from the Conduct of the Adminiſtration, 
and DiſafeRtion to his Majeſty and his Royal Family, cho' 
ſome may deſire to blend them. For had the preſent Ge- 
neral Diſſatisfaction at the inglorious, tho* burthenſome Mea- 
ſures of the Adminiſtration, been, in truth, Diſaffection to 
his Majeſty, as hath been often falſely ſuggeſted by thoſe who 
defire to confound his Cauſe with their own, twice the Num- 
ber of Troops now propoſed would not be ſufficient to ſe- 
cure the Peace of the Kingdom ; but, on the contrary, we 
ze perſuaded, that the Duty and Loyalty of the Nation to 
his Majeſty and his Royal Family, and their Hopes from 
his Virtues, have check'd and kept the Diſſatisfaction a- 
gainſt the Admiſtration within the due Bounds of Concern 
and Lamentation. 8 

3. Becauſe, conſidering the Advantage of our Situation, 
san Iſland, and our Superiority at Sea, it is impoſſible for 
us to think ourſelves in any Danger of an Invaſion from 
ain, even if thoſe Fleets were now in their Ports, which 
we ſuffer d them to ſend to America: Nor can we conceive, 
tat about 28,000 effective Men, now actually in this * 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. dom, with all the Advantages of Horſe and 


1740. 


increnſe of Serjeants and Coiporas, the Military Service, at 


, b 
not Force ſufficient to ſecure us from any Body of Foot, that 
any other Power could poſſibly land on our Coaſtz by Surprize, 
And, as for any great Embarkation, it can neither be made 
on a ſudden, nor in ſecret ; we muſt have timely Notice to 
provide ſuperior Fleets, (which, in ſuch a Caſe, we preſume, 
would be allow'd to act) to ſtrengthen our own Corps, and 
render ſuch an Attempt wholly impracticable: In which Opi- 


nion we are the more confirmed, becauſe that in the moſt 


glorious Year of the laſt War, when the Duke of Mark. 
rough and his Army were in the middle of Germany, out of 
the Reach of giving us any Aſſiſtance at Home, it was not 
thought neceſſary, by the wife Adminiſtration of that Time, 
to keep above gooo Men in this Iſland, for our Defence a. 
gainſt France, then irritated by our Succeſſes ; and ſurely, 
three times that Number muſt be now abundantly ſufficient, 


unleſs more are. wanted for Purpoſes not thought of by for- 


mer Adminiſtrations, nor yet openly avow'd by this. 

* Becauſe, whatever Demands may be made upon us by 
our Allies on the Continent, we conceive may be anſwered 
by the Foreign Troops now in our Pay; and ſhould any 
further Aſſiſtance to them be neceſſary, it w ll not only be 
cheaper, and fater to us, but more advantageous and agree- 
able to thoſe Powers themſelves, that we ſhould furniſh our 
Quota's in Money, with which they may raiſe a greater Num- 
ber of Men than we are obliged to fupply. . 

* 5. Becauſe it has been undeniably proved, that this Me- 
thod of Augmentation by new Corps, is, by one third, 
more expenſive than that of adding private Men to Compa- 
nies ; the Expence of raiſing thoſe 5705 Men amounting to 
116,322 J. 145. 2d. whereas 5780, raiſed by additional 
Men to Companies, with a Second Lieutenant to each Com- 
pany, would have amounted but to 86,992 J. 15 s. which 
would be not only a preſent Saving of 29,329 /. but a future 
Saving of 10,134 /. per Aunum, upon the Half pay of the 
Officers of thoſe Seven Regiments, the few Officers taken 
out of the Half-pay only excepted And we think, that at 
a Time when the Fublic Expei.ce is ſo very conſiderable, the 
firiciett Occonomy is requiſite, the better to enable a bur- 
den'd and incebted Nation to continue thoſe Expences, that 
may be more neceſſary to be borne, than eaſy to be ſupply'd. 
And, as to the Advantage of the Service, the Facts plain) 
proved in the Debate, together with the Practice of molt o- 
ther Nations in Euroſe, and, 1» particular, of his Majeſty's 
Electoral Dominions, convince us, that if this Augmentation 
was wade by additional Men to Companies, with a proper 


leait, 
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kalt, for which alone it ought to be intend 1, would be bet- Ann. 14 Geo, I 


ter carried on than by the Methods now to be purſued. 


«6, Becauſe Arguments drawn from the Uſage of Fraice, | 


we conceive, do not hold with relation to us, it being well 
known, that the Expence of 150,000 French Troops do not 
amount to more than 500,000 Engliſh ; that their Govern- 
ment, tho" once limited, is now Abſolute and Military. That 
the Poverty of their numerous Nobility forces moſt of them 
into the Army, where the Court is glad to engage and keep 
them in Dependance; and that no Danger can ariſe to that 
Conſtitution from the Civil Influence, which may attend ſuch 
an Eſtabliſhment, their Parliament being only nominated by 
the Crown, and long fince reduc'd, by Miniſterial Arts, from 


their original Power and Dignity, to be no more than Courts 


of Juſtice and Revenue. | | 1 
7. Becauſe we apprehend that this Method of Augmenta- 
ton by new Corps, may be attended with Conſequences fatal 
in Time to our Conſtitution, by incre the Number of 
Commiſſions which may be diſpoſed of with Regard to par- 


lamentary Influence on Y And when we look back upon 
Adminiſtrat 


the Conduct of the ion, in relation to military 
Affairs, we have but too much Reaſon to ſuſpect, that par- 
lamentary Conſiderations have of late been the principal 
Cauſes of Favour and Diſgrace. We have lately too, ſeen 
new raiſed, raw, and undiſciplined Regiments ſent abroad upon 
the moſt important Services, and others, ſeemingly much fitter 
for ſuch Services, peaceably encamped at home, for no other 
Reaſon, as is generally ſuppoſed, than the different Situati- 
on of the reſpeRive Officers of the ſeveral Corps: But this, 
zt leaſt, is certain, that in all the new-raiſed Regiments ſent 
to Anerica, there is but one ſingle Member of Parliament 
which could hardly have been the Caſe of — ual Num- 
ber of Regiments in the whole Service. And what further 


induces us to entertain thoſe Suſpicions is, that this Method 


of Augmentation, by one Third the moſt Expenſive, and by 
10 Means proved to be the moſt conducive to the Service, 
nould be preferred at this Time, when an OEconomy pro- 


portiohed to the Greatneſs of our Expences, feems particu- - 


arly requiſite 3' fince the War, by our Inaction hitherto, 
ad the Advantages thereby given to the Enemy, may now 
probably be of long Duration, if not of doubtful Succeſs. 
Our Uiſtruſt of the Motives of this Augmentation, which 
creates at once 370 Officers, which by the Removals in the 
Army may occaſion three Times that Number of new Com- 
niſions, ought to be the greater, and our Care to prevent 
tie ill Effects of it the more vigilant, ſo near the Election 
aa new Parliament; a Criſis, when any Increaſe of Influ- 

1740. 140 ence 
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Ann, 14 Geo. H. ence gained to a Miniſter, may give a deciſive and incur;. 
1274. ble Wound to this Conflitation. ad we cannot foryet that 
— an Augmentation of 8040 Men was likewiſe made the 
Year of the Elections of the preſent Parliament, by bringi 
over eight Regiments from Ireland, and by additional Men 
to Corps in Britain, which Time has ſince ſhewn were ne. 
ver intended for foreign Service, though they were faid to 
be deſigned for the Preſervation of the Dominiong of the 
Houſe of Auſtria, which we then lay under the fame En- 
gements both of Intereſt and Treaties to defend. The 
Number of Officers in Parliament has gradually -increaſed, 
and is now more conſiderable than ever ; and though ye 
think the Gentlemen of the Army as little liable to undue In- 
fluence as any other Body of Men, yet we think it would be 
very imprudent to truſt the very Fundamentals of our Con- 
ſtitution, the Independency of Parliaments, to the uncertain E. 
ſects of Miniſterial Favour or Reſentment. And as it is wel 
known that the four eldeſt Officers of the Army (the only 
Officers who have ſerved in any high Rank abroad) are noy 
diſplaced, without any Crime having ever been alledyed 2. 
gainſt them, we have great Cauſe to dread, that an Army 
thus circumſtanced, and thus influenced, would, in each 
Capacity, be fatal to our Liberties, ſince Miniſterial Art in 
| Parliaments can alone deſtroy the Eſſence of our Conſt 
tution, and open Violence alone, the Forms of it. 


Ward, Bucclengh, Denbigh, Weftmoreland, Er 
eter, Bridewwatcr, Greenwich, B, iflol, Berk 
ſhire, Falmouth, Abingdon, R. Lincoln, Wont 
19; Aylesford,, Cheſterfield, Halifax, Shaft: 
bury, Cobham, Bathurſt, Litchfield, Beaufort, 
Macclesfield, Bruce, Bedford, Gower," Cas 
lifle, Foley, Thanet, Ker, Hereford, Mane, 
Majham, Talbot, Hawerſham, | 


February 10, 1740-1, it was moved to reſolve, 
Motion for al That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſl, 
Papers, &c. re- that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the 


lating to the proper Officers to lay before this Houſe all the Powers, In- 
Inn. ſtructions, Memorials, Letters and Papers relating to the * 
Convention concluded between Great Britain and Spain, 7 

dated at the Pards, Fanuary 14, 1739, N. S.“ Fo 

A Queſtion was ſtated upon the ſaid Motion. After bro 

Debate the Queſtion was put, Whether ſuch an Addreſs ſhall Tf 

Rejected, be preſented to his Majeſty ? It was reſolved in the Ne 
gative. Contents 46. Not Contents 67. * 


Di 
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Diffentient 5 


« 1, Becauſe we thought an Enquiry into a Tranſaction of 


ſuch great Importance to the Honour, Trade and Rights 
of this Nation, not only neceſſary, but totally free from 


the Objections ufually made to the Calling for Papers. The: 


Convention having been concluded in Fanuary, 1739, and 


War having been ſince declared againſt Spain, {6- that we 


cannot Conceive, that any Diſcovery prejudicial to this Nati- 


on, or advantageous to any other, can poſſibly reſult from 


am Examination into the minuteſt Particles of that Negotia- 
non; but we rather apprehend from the manifeſt Unwil- 


Ann. 


lingneſs of the Adminiſtration to lay any ſuch Lights before 


ws, that Diſcoveries of another Nature would be the neceſ- 
fary Conſequence of the Communication of the Papers 
called for in this Queſtion. | 

2 Becauſe, when we compare the Conduct of the Ad- 


miniſtration thro* the whole Courſe of the Spaniſb Affairs, 


with ſeveral Circumſtances that have accidentally appeared 


to the Public, we conceive every Part of that duct 


lable to juſt Suſpicions of one Kind or other. The repeated 
Applications of the Merchants, both to the Crown and to 
Parliament, for Reparation for the paſt Loſſes, and future Se- 


curity for their Trade, the univerſal Cries of the Nation up- 


on their inſulted Honour and violated Rights, the ſeveral 
Addreſſes of Parliament to the Crown, and the gracious. 
Anſwers and Aſſurances given by the Crown in Return, 
ſeemed all to promiſe a juſt (and at that Time-eaſy). Ven- 
geance by the Force of our Arms, or an effeQual Repara-.. 
ton of paſt and ſolid Security againſt future Injuries, by an- 
advantageous Treaty of Peace, whereas a Convention only - 
was concluded, by which a ſcanty and inſufficient Reparation . 
for our injured Merchants was ſtipulated, and our moſt eſſen- 
tal and undoubted Rights of a free Navigation to the Vet- 
ies without Search or Moleſtation, was at moſt referred to. 
the future Diſcuſſion of Plenipotentiaries, if even it was ever - 
mentioned at all. a | | 

z. Becauſe it has been aſſerted in a public Paper diſ- 
perſed all over Europe by the Court of Spain, that our Pre- 
tenſion to a free Navigation was never ſo much as mentioned 
by our Miniſters, till the Conferences ariſing in Conſequence- 
af the Convention, and that the Demand was never made in 
form till Fly 1739, which was after the Convention was- 
broke by the Non-Payment of the Money ſtipulated on the 
pointed 24th of May, and though we are tar from aſſert- 
ng the Contents of ſuch Papers to be true, yet, as they: 
cannot but raiſe ſome Doubt, that alone, in a Matter oG 
keh great national Conſequence, ſeems to be a ſufficient 
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Ann. 74 Geo, II. Reaſon for a ſtrict Enquiry, eſpecially ſince we cannot fe 
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thereupon the ſame Treaty was re- executed by our Miniſter 
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any Advantage that could ariſe to the King of Spain from 
affertin theſe Facts, if they were not true; but on the 
other Hand we ſee very ſtrong Reaſons why the Adminiſtra 
tion ſhould deſire to conceal them, if they are true. 

4. Becauſe if the bare Suppoſition of Caſes that may 
poſſibly exiſt, is to be uſed as an Argument why the Houle 
ſhould not apply for Lights, we conceive that the Suppoſ. 
tion of other Caſes equally poſſible, and it may be more 
probable, is as good an Argument why the Houſe ſhould ap- 
ply for ſuch Informations ; conſequently, if we ſuppoſe that 
the Convention concluded at Madrid, Jan. 14, 1739, was 
originally negotiated and executed at London in Auguſt 1738, 
with the Spani/b Miniſter then reſiding here, but that upon 
Spain's inſerting in the Body of the Ratifications of that 
Convention, an Act obliging our South-Sea Company to 
pay the Sum of ſixty-eight thouſand Pounds towards the Re- 
paration to be made to our Merchants, which Act was then 
intended to be kept ſecret, though ſince diſcovered by the 
neceſſary Communication of it to the South-Sea Company, 
and their Non-compliance therewith ; if we ſuppoſe that 


at Madrid, who was inſtructed at the ſame Time, to conſent 
to an Act of the ſame Import, but varied only ſo as to con- 
ceal it ; and if we further ſuppoſe that this Sacrifice of the 
South-Sea Company was originally propoſed by one Engl 
Miniſter to the Span» Miniſter, and upon his accepting it, 
rejected in an Office- letter by another Exgliſb Miniſter, tho 
afterwards brought into Execution; and it theſe Suppoſitions 
are in a great meaſure confirmed by ſome of Mr. Ken's Let. 
ters, which have been made public, we conceive ſuch Tranſ- 
actions ought not to be buried in Oblivion, and the Author 
and his Accomplices remain uncenſured. | 
* 5. Becauſe we conceive the Argument of its being too 
late in Point of Time, can be of no Force, and only tends 
to prove that the Houſe will think no Time proper for call- 
ing for ſuch Papers. Some have been refuſed to be called 
for by the Houſe, becauſe they related to the preſent Time, 
and whilſt Matters were in Tranſaction, a Diſcovery might 
be dangerous ; others, becauſe they related to future _ 
tions, and there alſo a Diſcovery of Deſigns might be detri- 
mental. 'The preſent Motion related to Matters entirely 
paſs'd, which being rejected, we muſt give up all further 
Hopes of receiving any Lights, relating either to paſt, to 
pvc, or to future Tranſactions. Poſterity muſt therefore 
de convinced, that we have been reduced to the Na 
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m Things, ſince articulars are hid from our Sight. 1740. 
he | — 
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Carliſle, Bruce, Batburſt, Northampton, Ma- 
ſham, Aylesford, & «folk, Ker, Macclesfield, 
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tay Manſfel, Falmouth, Ward, Gower, Weſtmore- 

ule Inna, Hereford, Cobham, Exeter, Litchfield, 

of. Greenwich, E linton, B eaufort. 5 

ore | 

ap- Fb. 13. The remarkable Debate, which laſted two Debate on the 


hat Days, upon the following Queſtion, viz. * Whether an hum- Motion for re- 
vas ble Addreſs ſhould be preſented to his Majeſty, that he Would 35 . ng 
38, be graciouſly pleaſed to remove the Right Honourable Sir Ro- Pn, 
don bert Waltole, Knight of the moſt noble Order of the Garter, 

hat WH firſt Commiſſioner for executing the Office of Treaſurer of 

to WI the Exchequer, Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of the Ex- 

Re- chequer, and one of his 1 moſt honourable Privy- 

hen Council, from his Majeſty's Preſence and Councils for ever, 

the was thus open'd by the' Lord Carteret. | 


hat My Lords, I have a Motion to make to your Lordſhips, The Lord Car- 
ter WW which, as a Friend to our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, as a %. 
ent Friend to his moſt gracious Majeſty now upon the Throne, 
on- as a Friend to my Country, and as a Member of this Houſe, 
the I think I am in Duty bound to make; but, as it is a Motion 
hjþ of an extraordinary, though not an unprecedented Nature, IL 
it, WW mult firſt beg Leave to ſhew you my Reaſons for making it, 
ho” and, I hope to ſhew ſuch Reaſons, as will induce every Lord 
on; of this Houſe to think, that it is now abſolutely neceſſary to 
et. comply with it. | [ - 
anſ- My Lords, it is the Duty of Parliament, and eſpecially 
hor WI of this Houſe, to give our Sovereign our moſt ſincere Advice, 
not only when it is aſk'd, but often when it is not deſired by 
the Crown. As Members of this Houſe, we are in Duty 
bound to have a watchful Eye over the public Meaſures his 
Majeſty is adviſed to purſue, and oyer the chief 'Miniſters 
he 1s pieaſed to employ in the Adminiſtration of public Af- 
airs ; and when we are of Opinion, that the Meaſures he 
is adviſed to purſue are wrong, or that the Miniſters he is 
pleaſed to employ are weak or wicked, it is our Duty and 
our Buſineſs, while we fit here, to warn our Sovereign of 
his Danger, and to remove weak or wicked Counſellors from 
about his Throne. As to the Parliamentary Methods of re- 
moving a Miniſter, I need not acquaint your Lordſhips -—_ 

| ey 


* For that of the Commons on the ſame Queſtion, ſee Chand, Hiſt, 
A. 14 Geo, II. 1740, p. 65. | | 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. they are of ſeveral Kinds, and that all but one tend to puniſ 
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as well as remove. When we proceed by Impeachment, by 
Bill of Attainder, or by Bill of Pains and Penalties, the De. 
ſign is to puniſh as well as remove; but there is another 
Way of Proceeding in Parliament, which tends only to re 
move the Miniſter from the King's Councils, without in- 


flicting any real Puniſhment upon him, and that is, by an 


humble Addreſs to our Sovereign, that he would be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to remove ſuch a one from his Councils. 

I believe, my Lords, it will not be queſtioned, that 
either Houſe of Parliament may offer ſuch Advice to the 


| Crown by way of humble Addreſs ; I believe it will not be 


ſaid, that it is unuſual, or unprecedented ; and therefore I 


I ſhall not trouble your, Lordſhips, with calling to your Re. 


membrance, any of the Precedents that may be found in the 
Journals of Parliament. I ſhall only take Notice of the Dit- 
ference between the Methods of proceeding by Impeachment, 
by Bill of Attainder, or Bill of Pains and Penalties ; and this 
Method of Proceeding, by Way of humble Addreſs to the 
Crown. When we proceed by Impeachment, by Bill of At- 
tainder, or by Bill of Pains and Penalties, ſome particular 
criminal Facts muſt be alledged, and there muſt be ſome fort 
of Proof of thoſe Facts? but when we proceed by Way of 
Addreſs to the King, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
remove ſuch a Miniſter from his Councils, a general View of 
that Miniſter's Conduct, a general View of public Affairs, 
may afford juſt Cauſe for ſuch an Addreſs, and common Fame 


is a ſufficient Proof; for when no particular Fact is inſiſted 


on, it is impoſſibie to bring any particular Proof. This, my 
Lords, is the Difference ; and the Reaſon of this Difference 
it very plain. When a Man is to be puniſhed, either in his 
Perſon, his Freedom, or Eſtate, ſome Crime, or criminal 
Neglect, ought to be not only alledged, but proved by a le- 
gal Proof, or by ſtrong Preſumptions ; but as his not being 
employed in the King's Councils neither affects his Perſon, 
his Freedom, nor his Eſtate, therefore Weakneſs alone, or a 
18 bad Character, may be a good Cauſe for 3 
im. A weak Man is certainly, in any Country, very unfit 
for being in the King's Councils :- and; in a popular Govem- 
ment, a Man who has incurred the general Odium of the 
People, ought not to be continued in the King's Councils, 
becauſe the Unpopularity of the Miniſter may at laſt affect 
the Throne itſelf, and render the People diſaffected to their 
Sovereign. | | f | | 
* I muſt therefore deſire your Lordſhips to take particular 
Care to diſtinguiſh between the Method of Proceeding againſt 
a Miniſter by Impeachment, by Bill. of Attainder, or _ 
10+ 
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Pains and Penalties, and the Method of Proceeding againſt a Ann.14 Geo, IT. 


Miniſter by Addreſs only ; becauſe, if you do not take care 
to fix this Diſtinction in your Minds, you may e from 
me what I do not intend to give, and what the Nature of 
the Motion I am to make, renders it not only unneceſſary, 
but unfit for me to give. I am to move only for an humble 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to remove a Miniſter, I may fay, The Minifter, from his 
Councils ; and therefore, it is both unneceſſary, and unfit for 
me, to charge that Miniſter with any particular Crime, or 
to acquaint your Lordſhips that I have, and am ready to pro- 
duce particular Proofs againſt him. If this were my Inten- 
tion, I ſhould think it below my Dignity, as a Member of 


this Houſe, to content myſelf with moving for an humble. 


Addreſs ; I ſhould think it incumbent upon me directly to 


impeach, let the Conſequence be what it would, Therefore 


your Lordſhips are not to expect, that I am to accuſe any 
Miniſter of a particular Crime, or that I am to tell you, that 
I am ready to bring Proofs of what I alledge againſt him. If 


I can ſhew that the Affairs of Europe have been brought into 


the unlucky Situation in which they are at preſent, by the 
Conduct of this Nation; or if I can ſhew, that the diſtreſſed 
Condition in which our People now are, is wholly owing to 
our own Conduct; either of theſe will be an Argument that 
muſt, that ought at leaſt, to prevail with every Lord who is 
convinced, that this Miniſter has been the principal, if not 
the ſole Adviſer of that Conduct. If the People be gene- 
rally diſſatisfied with the late Condu of our public Aﬀairs, 
and if that general Diſſatisfaction be wholly directed againſt 
any one Man in the Adminiſtration, as our Government is 
ſtill, I hope, a popular Government, it is a ſufficient Cauſe 
for this Houſe to let his Majeſty know the Character of his 
Miniſter, by an Addreſs to remove him from his Councils. 
If there be any one of his Majeſty's Miniſters that has uſurp- 
ed, or that even is generally thought to have uſurped the 
ſole Power of directing all public Affairs, and recommend- 
ing to all public Poſts, Honours and Employments, it is our 
Duty, at leaſt, to addreſs his Majeſty to remove ſuch a Mi- 
niſter, becauſe ſuch a one is inconſiſtent with the Conſtitu- 
tion of our Government. 

Upon this Queſtion, my Lords, it ſignifies nothing whe- 
ther the general Character the Miniſter has gained, or the 
Miſconduct he has been guilty of, has been owing to his 
Weakneſs, or his Wickedneſs; for either is a ſufficient Cauſe 
for having him removed. But I muſt obſerve, that till he 
is removed, it cannot be made manifeſt by proper Proofs, 
whether his MiſconduR, or his general bad Character, be 
owing 


1.740. 
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Ann. 24 Ces. I. owing to his Weakneſs or Wickedneſs ; for artful Miniſter 
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always act by Tools and under Agents, who, whilſt their 
Patron is in Power, will never reveal the flagitious Secretz 
committed by him to their Charge; but as ſuch Men are 

ſeldom fait any longer than it is their Intereſt to be ſo, 
remove the Miniſter once from the King's Councils, put it 
out of his Power to reward the wicked F idelity of his Aſſo- 
ciates and Tools, and the fecret Hiſtory of his dirty Jobb 
will then begin to unfold itſelf, and may be made manifeſt 
by a legal Proof. —— the King ſhould be adviſed by a 
favourite Miniſter to keep up a conftant Friendſhip and Al. 
liance with the greateſt Rivals and moſt inveterate Enemies 


of his Country; and that he ſhould for this Purpoſe ſacrifice 


the Intereſt, and forfeit the Friendſhip of its moſt natural 
Allies: Whilſt the Miniſter is in Power, this may ſeem to 
proceed from his Weakneſs, or from his Ignorance of the 
true Intereſt of his Country; but remove him from the 
Perſon and Councils of his Sovereign, and then it may appear 
to have proceeded from his Wickedneſs : It may appear that 
he was corrupted by the Enemies of his Country, or that 


| he knowingly and wickedly facrificed the Intereſt of his 


Country to ſome private View of his own: If he employed 


any one in tranſacting or receiving the Bribe, if he ever was 


fo free in Converſation with his Friends as to unfold the Mo- 
tives for his Miſconduct, or the Reaſons why he gave ſuch 
wicked Advice to his Sovereign, ſome of them, either for 
Conſcience or Intereſt, may be induced to diſcover the $e- 
cret, when it is ſafe for them to do ſo ; but whilſt he con- 
rinues ſolely to enjoy the Ear of his Sovereign, it can never 
be any Man's Intereſt to accuſe him, it will always be unſafe 
for a private Man to do ſo; becauſe the Power of the Crown 
will be employed in blaſting the Credit, or preventing the 
Effect of his Evidence; and probably in making the Puniſh- 
ment fall, not upon the ity Miniſter, but upon the brave 
and honeſt Accuſer. The Cafe of the Earl of Brite in 
Ring Charles Iſt's Time, may ſhew, how dangerous it is to 
accuſe a favourite Miniſter, whilf he is in the Zenith of his 


Power and Intereſt at Court. Nothing could be more juſt 


than the Accufation brought by that Earl againſt the Duke 
of Buckingham, yet it produced an Accutation of High 
Treaſon againſt that Earl, in which the King himſelf was 
the Accuſer, and his Attorney General the Proſecutor. This 
was a moſt terrible Situation which that noble Earl was 
brought into by his Fidelity to his Country and his own Ho- 
nour ; and if the Power of the Crown had been in the ſame 
Condition it is now, notwithſtanding the Heinouſneſs of his 
Charge againſt the Miniſter, notwithſtanding his full a” 
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well vouched Defence as to the Charge exhibited againſt Ann. 14 Geo. IT. 


him, he might, probably, have fallen a Sacrifice to the Re- 
ſentment of that favourite Miniſter, 

Thus, my Lords, from the Danger there is in accuſing 
a Miniſter, from the Impoſſibility there is of finding any le- 

al Proofs againſt him, whilſt he continues in Power, we 
may ſee the Wiſdom of our Conſtitution, that has contrived 
a Method for removing him from the King's Councils, with- 
out ſubjecting any ſingle Man to the Danger of Miniſterial 
Reſentment, and without making it neceſſary to have any 
particular Proofs. According to this Method, and upon the 
Motion I am to make agreeable thereto, your Lordſhips are 
to form your Judgment from the Knowledge you have of our 
paſt Conduct, and the general View you have of the pre- 
{ent Poſture of our Affairs, both abroad and at home. I am 
ſure no Man can ſay, that either the foreign or domeſtic Af- 
fairs of this Nation are at preſent in a good Poſture ; and 
thoſe who have for ſo long joined with me in blaming many 
of our public Meaſures, and in foretelling what would be 
the Conſequences of them, muſt, I think, join with me in 
imputing our preſent unlucky Situation entirely to our own 
Conduct, and conſequently to thoſe, or to the Miniſter, that 
has had the chief Share in adviſing that Conduct. For this 
Reaſon, with regard to the Motion I am to make, I cannot 
doubt of having the Concurrence of all thoſe, who have join- 
ed with me in condemning any of thoſe Meaſures that have 
brought us unto this Diſtreſs : Nay, I hope to have the Con- 
currence of many'of thoſe, who have joined in approvin 
moſt of our late Meaſures ; for tho* Lords may be induce 
to approve of a public Meaſure at the Time it is tranſacted, 
either by the deceitful Light in which it is repreſented by an 
artful Miniſter, or by the falſe Gloſs then put upon public 
Aﬀairs, yet when Time and Conſequences clear up the 
Truth, they may condemn the Meaſure they were formerly 
induced to approve ; and, of all others, they have then the 
greateſt Reaſon to concur in addreſſing to remove a Miniſter, 
who has deceived them, as well as their Sovereign. | 

* With regard to ſuch of your Lordſhips as have, by your 
Opinions in this Houſe, condemn'd many of our late Mea- 
ſures, I ſhould think it unneceſſary to ſay any thing farther, 
in favcur of the Motion I am to make; but as there are 
many Lords in this Houſe, who had not an Opportunity to 
conſider, and give their Opinion upon paſt Meaſures, and as 
there are ſome, who approved moſt of them, in order to 
gain their Concurrence, I think it neceflary, and, I hope 
your Lordſhips will give me Leave, to examine the Conduct 
of our public Affairs for fifteen or ſixteen Years paſt, in, order 
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Ann. 14 Ceo. II. to ſhew, that the preſent unlucky Situation of Affairs in 


Europe, and the preſent Diſtreſs of the People in this Nation, 
are both owing to our own Miſconduct. The Maxims eſta- 
bliſhed ever finc2 the Revolution, and the Maxims upon 


which both the late heavy Wars were founded, have been, 


to prevent the Increaſe cf'the Power of France, to ſupport 
and increaſe the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, as a Ba. 
lance to that of France, and to prevent, if poſſible, an 
Union between the Kingdoms of France and Spain. That 
theſe were right Maxims for this Nation to purſue, muſt be 
acknowledged by the Friends of that Miniſter, whoſe Re. 
moval is to be the Queſtion I am to put to your Lordſhips, 
becauſe the chief Reaſons for condemning the Treaty of 
Utrecht, which that Gentleman had a great Share in, was 
on Account of its leaving too much Power in the Crown of 
France, and one of the Branches of the Houſe of Bourbon in 
Poſſeſſion of the Monarchy of Spain; and the only Reaſon 
we had for concluding the Treaty. in 1716, by which the 
Iſland of Sicily was given to the Emperor, and in which 
that Gentleman had likewiſe a great Share, was becauſe the 
Treaty of Utrecht had not given a ſufficient Power to the 
Houſe of Auſtria in Italy. This, I ſay, was our Motive 
for concluding that 'Treaty, which was perhaps the Foun- 
dation of all our Broils with Spain ever ſince chat Time; 
and this Motive prevailed, tho' we had then no immediate 
Cauſe to be afraid of the Power of France, or of an Union 
or Confederacy bet.veen France and Spain; becauſe by the 
late King of France's Death, and the Duke of Orleans get- 
ting the Government of that Monarchy into his Handt, the | 
French Nation was divided into two powerful Factions, and 
a great Diſtruſt eſtabliſhed between the Courts of France and 
Spain. 

£ Now, my Lords, if theſe Maxims are ſuch as this Na- 
tion ought to purſue, or ought ever ſince that Time to have 
purſued ; and if | can ſhew, that they have, every one of 
them, been departed from, and that the preſent untoward 
State of Affairs in Europe, as well as the preſent diſtreſſed 
Condition of this Nation, are both owing to this Departure, 
ſurely it muſt be allowed, that our Conduct has been di- 
rected by weak Councils, or ſomething worſe. By the Re- 
gent's Death, and the Government of France's coming into 
the Hands of the Duke of Bourbon, a mutual Confidence 


_ ſeemed to be reſtor'd between the Courts of France and Spain, 
and this ought to have put us upon contriving Methods to in- 


terrupt or diminiſh that Confidence ; but ſo far from it, that 
we refuſed to take Advantage cf the moſt favourable Acci- 
dent that could happen for this Parpoſe. By the = 

| | | Comns 
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Court's ſending back the Infanta cf Spain, this mutual Con- Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
dence was not only broke off, but an Enmity eſtab iſned 1749- 
between the two Courts, which might have been rendered * 
perpetual and implacable, if we had made the proper Uſe of 
that Accident. The Court of Spain reſented ſo highly the 
Aﬀront, that they would no longer admit of. France as a 
Mediator at the Congreſs of Cambray, for adjuſting the Dif- 
ferences between them and the Emperor. They offered us 
the ſole Mediation, and it was very much the Intereſt of 
this Nation to have thoſe Differences adjuſted in an amica- 
be Manner, and to have a perfect good Correſpondence 
rellored, and the ancient Alliance revived, between the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid; but, I do not know how, a 
Maxim then begun to prevail amongſt our Miniſters, that we 
ought not to do any Thing that might diſoblige the Court of 
France; and I muſt obſerve, it was at that Lime, a certain 
Honourable Gentleman began to have the Aſcendant in all our 
Councils. For this Reaſon, we refuſed to accept of the ſole 
Mediation offered us, both by the Court of Madrid, and that 
of /ienna, or to interſere between them, without the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Court of France. 

Thus, my Lords, we neglected the beſt Opportunity 
that could have offered, for eſtabliſhing the Syſtem of Affairs 
in Europe, upon that Footing which is tke moſt happy for 
this Nation 3 but Providence atoned for this Negle&, and 
would have done it for us, if we had not, by a moſt unac- 
countable Fatality, counter-ated this new Interpoſition of 
Providence. The Court of Spain was ſo much irritated 
againſt France, that they reſolved, at any Rate, to be re- 
conciled with the Court of Vienna, and when they found 
they could get no Mediators, theſe two Courts began a 
Correipondence between themſelves, which ended in a 
Treaty of Peace concluded at Vienna the zoth of April 1725, 
ard a Treaty of Alliance and Guaranty concluded the next 
Day at the ſame Place. This, my Lords, was the very 
hing we ought to have wiſhed for, the very Thing France 
had to fear. It was the Intereſt of Britain, to accede to this 
Alliance, and we were invited to do fo : It was the Intereſt 
of France to break this Alliance, to prevent our acceding to 
it, and to reconcile themſelves with the Court of Spain, if 
polible. Theſe Ends they accompiiſhed 3 but what is moſt 
ſurprizing. they not only prevented our Acceſſion to this 
Alliance, but they made us their Inſtrument for reconciling 
tiemieives to the Court of Spain, and for creating a new 
Difference between the Courts of Vienna and Madrid. For 
this Purpoſe, they made us believe, that a ſecret Treaty had 
been concluded between Saia and the Emperor, by which 
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Ann. 14 Geo. IT, thee two Powers had agreed to ſet the Pretender upon the 


1740. 


Throne of theſe Kingdoms, to take Gibraltar from us, and 
to deſtroy our Trade och in Spain and the Indies. 4d 
I ſay, my Lords, the French made us believe this; for 
I am thorou On convinced, it was all a Forgery ; and I am 
convinced, the Forgery was firſt contrived 1n France. But 
ſuppoſe the Fact had been true: Was it in the Power of 
the Emperor and Spain to carry any of theſe Stipulations 
into Execution? Was it in the Power of both, joined tope- 
ther, to hurt this Nation either in its Trade or Poſleſſions ? 
What then ought we to have done? We ought to have 
deſpiſed it ; and when theſe two Powers had found that 
they had been miſguided by ſome of their Miniſters, and 
adviſed to concert Schemes, which both, joined t 
could never put in Execution, they would have been glad 
to reconcile themſelves to this Nation at the 
of thoſe who had put them upon forming ſuch chi- 
merical Projects. We had not, therefore, the leaſt Occa- 
ſion to ſeek for Allies, in order to defend us againſt theſe 
two Powers, or to attack either of them, unleſs they had 


. 


attacked us. But this would not have anſwered the Ends of 


the French Court, and therefore, by Means of this Bugbear 
they prevailed on us to join in an Alliance with them by that 
molt fatal Treaty of Hanover. Still this was not enough: 
The politic Court of France ſaw, that the Emperor was a 
proper Ally for defending Spain againſt an Attack from them, 
but a very improper and uſeleſs Ally for defending Spain 
againſt an Attack from us. For this Purpoſe they knew, that 
they only were a proper Ally for Spain, and in order to 
c nvince the Spaniſb Court of this, it became neceſſary to 
prevail with us, to make ſome Sort of an Attack upon Spain. 
How to do this, one would think, might have appeared a 
little difficult even for the Court of France. The Treaty 
of Hanover, bad as it was, was only a defenſive Treaty 
We were not thereby obliged to begin the Attack. What 
was then to be done? a 

* My Lords, the Conſequence is really amazing: They 

erſuade us, that the Emperor and Spain were certainly to 
— the War, as ſoon as the latter got their Treaſure 
home from the Weſt- Indies, and that therefore it was ne- 


ceſſary to ſend out one Squadron to prevent the Spaniards 


from making an Invaſion upon us, and another to prevent 
their getting their "Treaſure home from the Weſt-Indies. 
As the French have Ships of War as well as we have, it was 
natural for us to deſire the French to join with us in theſe 

itions; but as they had a Mind to make us quarrel 
with Spain, without their having any Hand in the gs 
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they got 13 to take the Whole of the naval Expedition Ann. 14 Geo. IT. 
upon ourſelves, - under Pretence that they were to make — 174% 
Preparations by Land; and accordingly we ſent, at a great 
Expence, two powerful Squadrons to Sea, one to the Coaſts 
of Spain, and another to the Weft- Indies, which the Spa- 
1iards looked on as a real Attack, and immediately began 
Hoſtilities againſt -us.. However, as the French had no 
Mind that we ſhould hurt Spain, or get any Advanta 
to ourſelves, both our Squadrons had Orders not to e 
any real Attack upon Spain; nay, even after the Spani- 
ards had begun Hoſtilities againſt us, and actually beſieged 
our Town of Gibraltar, our good Allies the French would 
neither aſſiſt us, nor allow us to commit any Hoſtilities againſt 
the Spaniards. POOLS e 

Our Squadrons, my Lords, were only to prevent an 
Invaſion, which I am ſure was never intended ; and by 
obſtructing the Arrival of the Spam/ Treaſure, to prevent 
a War, which I am confident was never deſigned. By 
this Means, however, the French accompliſhed what they 
had in View. The Court of Spain was in great Diſtreſs for 
Want of their Treaſure, and they ſaw themſelves unable to 
hurt us. By this they were convinced, that it was abſolutely 
neceſſary for them to be reconciled with the Court of France, 
in order to prevent their being thus inſulted by us ; and this 
prevailed on them to forgive an Affront which otherwiſe 
they never, perhaps, would have forgiven. As ſoon as this 
was done, the French became Mediators for reconciling the 
Differences between Spain and us, which they themſelves 
had raiſed ; but this was not out of any Good-will to 
us: It was to lead us into another Snare, by making us 
u; joint Inſtruments with them in cauſing a new Difference 
between Spain and the Emperor. By the Quadruple Alli- 
ance it had been provided, that 6000 Swiſs, or neutral 
Troops, ſhould be introduced into the ſtrong Places of Tu/- 
cany, Parma, and Placentia, in order to ſecure the even- 
tual Succeſſion of thoſe Dutchies to the Queen of Spain's 
eidelt Son. This the Emperor had agreed to, and the 
(Queen of Spain was ſatisfied with; but after the French had 
by our Means, as I have ſhewn, fully reconciled themſelves 
to the Court of Spain, and had become Mediators between 
that Court and us, they perſuaded her Catholic Majeſty to 
nit, in her Negotiations with us, that inſtead of neutral 
Troops, 6000 Spaniſh Troops ſhould be introduced into 
the ſtrong Places of Tuſcany, Parma, and Placentia. As 
this was an Article we had nothing to do with, as it was an 
Article, which we knew the Emperor would not willingly 
agree to, and conſequently, would raiſe a Difference be- 

. tween 


A. > 


© =», oo» 2 == 
. ::. ̃ͤů m—at _t—__— pe — — — 9 — 
— — — — — — — — —— - — = —— — — — - 
— — EU _—_—— oc ev 


— — — —y——— — ̃ ͥ—m——ͤ—ᷣ— 
0 


© lu RB. a OO - 


0 
2 


—— 1 — ͤ— II = eos — 


K&K . . 7 


r 0 e 


2 
0 
0 
N 
8 
* 
* 
| 


{650;) : „ 


Ann. 15 Oeo. II. tween him and Spazn, it is ſurprizing, we fhould allow ft 


1740. 


to be mentioned in any Negotiation between Spain and us: 
yet ſo prevalent was the —— of the French upon ou 
Miniſter, that he not only allowed it to be mentioned in 
the Negotiation, but agreed to its being made an exprej 
Article in the Treaty of Seville; and for the Performance 
of this Article, we became Sureties jointly with Franc 
that is, my Lords, we engaged to join with France and 
Spain in a War againſt the Emperor; and this we did with- 
out any Sort of Neceſſity, without obtaining. any one Ad. 
vantage for ourſelves. | £ 2:0] 

* The Emperor ſoreſaw the Danger of admitting Spanh 
Troops into thoſe Places; nay, it was foretold in this Houſe 
when that Treaty was under our Conſideration; and for this 
Reaſon the Emperor would by no Means conſent to it, unle; 
we ſhould become Guarantees of the Pragmatic Sanftin, 
without any Condition or Reſtriction. This/we were obliged 
to agree to, in order to get out of the Labyrinth we had 
led ourſelves into, and a Ireaty for this Purpoſe was con- 
cluded between the Emperor and us at Vienna, in the 
Year 1731, without ſtipulating any one Advantage for this 
Nation, or ſo much as a Tariff or Treaty of Commerce be- 
tween this Kingdom and the Emperor's Dominions in [ta 
and Flanders, though cur Trade to both theſe Places wanted 
much to be regulated, and the latter has fince furniſhed our 
Miniſter with a Pretence to penſion ſome of his Friends, un- 
der the Title of Commiſſaries to- ſettle that Tariff. This 
Treaty at Vienna, however, I ſhall not find Fault with: 
The greateſt Fault was, its being delayed too long: If we 
made it with a Deſign to perform it, I ſhail allow it was 
a right Meaſure ; but by what happened ſoon after, I ſuſped, 
that ſome amongſt us had no Intention to perform this Gua- 


ranty, even at the very Time it was agreed to; and for ju- 


fiifying my Suſpicion in this Reſpect, I muſt turn to the 
other Side of Europe. At the very Time we concluded 
this Treaty of Vienna, Angiftus the late King of Poland 
was in a bad State of Health, and the Nobility of Poland, 
as well as the neighbouring Powers, were beginning to think 
of a new Election, Every one foreſaw, that the Conteſt 
would lie between the Electoral Prince of Saxony, Son of 
the then King of Poland, and Stani/lans, Father-in-Law to 
the King of Francg ; and if we were ferious in our Guz- 
ranty of the Pragmatic Sandtion, it was eaſy to ſee whict 
vide we ought to take in this Conteſt. It was ealy to 
ſee, that it was our Intereſt to oppoſe, as much as was 
conſiſtent with the Liberties of Poluud, the Election of 
Staniſaus. Whether we did ſo or not, does not yet ap- 
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r, for the Parliament was denied the Liberty of ſeeing Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
any Papers or Inſtructions relating to that Affair; but if 1740. 
Credit is to be given to common Fame, we ſhewed great 
Regard to the Court of France in this Particular, as well as 
every other. Nevertheleſs, the Court of Vienna did their 
Duty : They made all the Intereft they could againſt the 
Election of Staniſlaus, without encroaching in the leaſt up- 
on the Liberties of Poland. The Muſcovites, indeed, went 
a little farther, becauſe the Republic of Poland was obliged 
by Treaty with them, never to chuſe Stani//aus, and there- 
fore they oppoſed his Election by Force of Arms. This 
gave a Pretence to France, in Conjunction with Spain and 
Sardinia, to attack the Emperor in the Year 1733. Our 
joining the Emperor in this War wouid, in all human Pro- 
bability, have entirely caſt the Balance, and by the Event, we 
might have repaired all the Faults and Overſights that were 
committed in the Negotiations and Treaty of Utrecht; but 
we remained idle Spectators, and by this our Inaction, the 
Power of the Houſe of Auſria was diminiſhed, . the Power of 
France increaſed, and the whole Syſtem of Europe turned 
uphde down; which to me is an evident Proof, that thoſe 
who had the Direction of our Councils, had no Intention to 
perform the Stipulations they entered into by the Treaty at 
Viema in 1731; and if they had not, it was a downright 
betraying of the Emperor: It was, by a treacherous Promiſe, 
never intended to be performed, leading him in to conſent 
to the introducing of Troops into Italy, which he was ſure, 
would be employed againſt him the very firſt Opportunity, 
as they accordingly were within two Years after. What 
Dihonour this brought upon the Nation, what Diſtruſt it 
begot among thoſe who are our natural Allies, what Injury 
it did to that Syſtem of Affairs in Europe, which it was the 
Intereſt of this Nation to ſupport, I need not explain to your 
Lordſhips. | 

That this Syſtem is now almoſt entirely overthrown, is 
evident to every one who conſiders the preſent Circumſtances 
of Europe; and that this Overthrow is owing entirely to our 
Conduct, I have, I think. demonſtrated. . My Lords, it 1s 
owing to our having been in French Leading-Strings, ever 
ſnce a certain Honourable Gentleman began to have the Aſ- 
cendant in all our Councils, and in the Conduct of our pubs» 
lie Affairs. If by this Conduct, if by ſacrificing our Allies, 
and re- uniting the two Branches of the Houſe of Bourbon, 
ne had got great Advantages for ourſelves, it would be ſome 
Lxcule for this unaccountable Conduct; but fo far otherwiſe, 
my Lords, that during this whole Period, and notwithſtand- 
Ig the many ſignal Lervices we have lately done to the _— 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. of Bourbon, we have been facrificing our Trade and Navi. 


1740. 


gation to the Manufacturers of France, and the Pyrates of 
Spain. The French have, during this whole Time, been 
improving their Trade, and their Manufactures, at the Ex. 
pence of ours; and the Spaniards have been plundering our 
Merchants, and interrupting our Navigation, under the moſt 
unjuſt and ridiculous Pretences, both in the American and M. 
diterranean Seas; without our ſtipulating any thing in Fa. 
vour of our Trade, or Manufactures, from the former; and 
without our obliging the latter to acknowledge our juſt Right, 


diſavow their unjuſt Claims, or make Satisfaction to our in- 


jured Merchants and Seamen; notwithſtanding the many Acts, 
Preliminaries, Conventions, and other ſorts of Treaties, we 
have concluded with theſe two Powers ; and the preat Ex. 
pence we have put ourſelves to, ſolely for their Service. 

* In ſhort, my Lords, upon a general View of our Con. 
duct, with regard to Foreign Affairs, it appears fo unac. 
countab e, and the Conſequences now ſnew it to have been 
ſo deſtructive, that it is hardly poffible to think it altogether 
owing to Weakneſs ; and if the Truth were known, which 


never can as long as the ſame Minifters continue in Power, 


and have the Diſpoſal of all public iſonours and Fayour, 
ſomething worſe than Weakneſs, might, perhaps, be made 
appear by legal Proofs. This, however, I ſhall not aver nor 
infiſt on; but to doubt of the Weakneſs of this Conduct, or 
to defire that this Weakneſs ſhould be made appear by legal 
Proofs, is the ſame with doubting or deſiring Froofs of the 
Parts being equal to the Whole, or of the Sun's ſhining, when 
our Eyes are dazzled with his Beams. Let us now examine 
what Effect this Conduct has had upon our domeſtic Aﬀea. 


If we had made the proper Uſe of thoſe providential Acc 
dents that occurred, for eſtabliſhing a good Correſpondence 
between the Courts of Madrid and Vienna, and, of courſe, a 


ſort of Diſtruſt between the Courts of France and Spain; if 
we had not deſeated the Effect of thoſe Accidents by our fol- 
lowing the Councils of France, *tis more than probable, I think, 
it is certain, that we ſhould have had no Occaſion to keep up 
dangerous Armies, or fit out expenſive Squadrons. Ten or 
Twelve Thouſand regular Troops, and a few Guard-Ships, 2s 
a Security againſt any ſudden Attack, would have been the 


- Moſt we ſhould have had Occaſion for; and this Expence, the 


Malt-Tax, and the Land-Tax at Two Shillings in the Pound, 
would have been ſufficient to anſwer. If we had reduced 
the public Expence within theſe Bounds, we ſhould have been 
able to pay off a great Part of our old Debt, without con- 
tracting any new ; and might have aboliſhed a great many 
of thote Taxes which lie heavy upon poor —— and 
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= and thereby prevent the Sale of our Manufactures at all Fo- 
Ex- reign Markets. As Spain would have had a continual De- 
Our ndance upon, and a cloſe Correſpondence with this Na- 
of tion, they would not have attempted to make ſuch Encroach- 
Me. ments upon us as they have done; for „/e may obſerve, that 


their Inſults and Encroachments upon us, have always borne 
a Proportion to the Correſpondence ſubſiſting between them 
and France: Our South-Sea Company would have met with 
no Interruption in their Trade to New-Spain ; nor would the 
dale of our Manufactures have been interrupted and diſeou- 
nged, as they have been, both in New and O/4-Spain. And 
the certain Conſequence of all this would have been, an 
utter Impoſſibility for Fance to improve and increaſe her 
Manufactures, eſpecially thofe of Wool; which would have 
been a more effectual Stop to the clandeſtine Exportation of 
dur Wool, than any other Method we can contrive. For if 
we could work up Woollen ManufaQuures as cheap as they 


ch can do in France, we could ſell them cheaper at all Markets, 
n becauſe we have the Wool cheaper, which would prevent 
1 the Sale of their Manufactures at any Foreign Market, nay, 


even in their own Markets at laſt, by the clandeſtine run- 
ning of ours in upon them; and if they could fell no 
Woollen Manufactures, they would neither be at the Pains, 
nor Expence, to ſteal our Wool away from us. e 

* All theſe Conſequences, my Lords, the Court of France. 
were fully ſenſible of; and therefore they made it their Bu- 
neſs to re-unite themſelves as ſoon as poſſible with the Court 
of Spain, to create Breaches between Spain and us, and be- 
tween Spain and the Emperor, and to make us put ourſelves 
to an extraordinary Expence upon every Occaſion. All this 
they have, fatally for us, ſucceeded in; but it is very ſur- 
prizing, that, in every Step, they ſhould have been able to make 
us their Tools for our own Undoing. After our being drawn 
in to the Treaty of Hanover, as I have mentioned, we im- 
mediately put ourſelves to the Expence of augmenting our 
Army, which was before too numerous ; of taking Foreign 
Troops, and Foreign Princes, into our Pay ; and of fitting 
out colily, but uſeleſs Squadrons. When Don Carlos was to 
be ſent to Italy, we put ourſelves to the Expence of ſending 
a powerful Squadron to the Mediterranean, to pay that Prince 
tie Compliment of conducting him in Triumph thither. 
When the Emperor was attack'd in 1733, tho' we took no 
Share in the War, we took care to have a Share in the Ex- 
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| pence, by making great warlike Preparations. In ſhort, for 
theſe Fifteen or Sixteen Years paſt, we have miſs'd no Pre- 
tence for putting ourſelves to an extraordinary Charge, as if 
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Manufacturers, and which, conſequently, enhance the Price, Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
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a 


Ann. 14 Ceo. It. we had thought, that the worſt Thing we could do, was to $4 


1740. 


to think of invading us. 


off our Debts, or eaſe our People of their Taxes; When 
any of our Neighbours came to an Agreement, we were to 
raiſe Armies, and fit our Squadrons, in order to make them 
fall out; when any of our Neighbours fell out, we were tg 
raiſe Armies, and fit out Squadrons, in order to make them 
agree : When we were engaged in Negotiatious, we were tu 
keep Armies and Squadrons in Pay, in order to render thole 
Negotiations effectual: When our Negotiations ended in a 
'Treaty, we were to keep Armies and Squadrons in Pay, for 
enforcing the Performance or Obſervance of that Treaty; 
and when no other Pretence could be found, when the Tran- 
quillity of Europe ſeemed to be perfectly eſtabliſhed, we were 
to keep Armies on Foot, 2 „ when our Neighbours had 
no Quarrel amongſt themſelves, they had the more Leiſure 
This, my Lords, has been our Conduct with reſpect to do- 
meſtic Affairs, and the Conſequence is, that our public Nebts 
are now very near as great as they were at the End of the 
laſt heavy War : If we have paid off with one Hand, we have 
eontracted near as much with the other; and no one Tax 
that was impoſed during the War, has either been taken of, 
ſuſpended, or diminiſhed, except one Moiety of the Land 
Tax, and the Salt Tax for one Vear. It is this, my Lords, 
that has given the French ſuch an Advantage over us with 
regard to Trade and Manufactures. It is this that keeps the 
Intereſt of Money at a higher Rate, and private Credit at 
a lower Ebb in this Country, than in any trading Country in 
Europe ; and it is this that has rendered our People 2 
diſcontented, which Diſcontents have been very much height- 
ned by the ſevere and oppreſſive Laws that have been en- 
acted, and the more oppreſſive Schemes that have been at- 
tempted, under Pretence of their being neceſſary ſor col- 
lecting the public Revenue. The Exciſe Scheme alone was 
Cauſe ſufficient for all the Diſcontents that have ſince appear- 
ed: It was ſuch an Attempt upon our Liberties as could not 
but give a general Alarm to a free Nation; and it was re- 


ſented accordingly by the People. We may remember how 


the Author of it was treated at moſt of the Cities and Bo- 
roughs in the Kingdom. Whether that Attempt proceeded 
from Weakneſs or Wickedneis, I ſhail not determine; but 
the Miniſter that patronized it ought immediately to have 
been removed from his Majeſty's Councils, in order to ſhew 
the People that his Majeſty no Way favoured ſuch a bare- 
faced Attempt upon their Liberties ; and if none about his 
Majeſty has yet adviſed him to remove ſuch an unpopular, 
mch a hated Miniſter, we ought to ſupply that 2 
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Your Lordſhips in this Houſe are his Majeſty's great and Ann. 14 Geo, It 


chief Council, and therefore, when you find that his other 

Councils have neglected to give him proper Advice, it is 

your Duty, it is your Buſineſs, when aſſembled here, to ſup- 

ply that Neglect. A ſole Prime Miniſter may be able to 

prevent the Truth's reaching the Ears of his Maſter, by 

Means of any of thoſe he ſuffers to have free Acceſs to his 

Perſon 3 but, I hope, no Miniſter will ever be able to in- 

timidate your Lordſhips, or prevent your ſpeaking decently, 

freely, honeſtly and ſincerely to your Sovereign, | 

If in a free State, no unpopular Miniſter ought to be 

alowed to continue in the King's Councils, or about his 

Perſon, I am ſure the Motion I am to make, ought to have 

been the Reſolution of this Houſe, the very next Seſſion af- 

ter the Exciſe Scheme was rejected.; but your Lordſhips were 

willing, perhaps, to indulge the Patron of that Scheme, 

with an Opportunity of regaining the good Will of the Peo- 

pie by his future Conduct. Has he done ſo, my Lords? 

Has he not, almoſt in every Step of his Conduct ſince that 

Time, riveted himſelf in the Hatred of the People, I mean 

thoſe who are not immediately in his Pay, or in Expectation 

of ſoon being ſo? It would be too tedious, my Lords, to 

mention all the weak and unpopular Parts of his Conduct 

ſince that Time, and therefore I ſhall confine myſelf to our 

late Management with regard to Spain, I have already 

ſhewed the Weakneſs of the Treaty of Seville, with re- 

gard to the Breach it occaſioned between Spain and 
the Emperor; but that was far from being the only 
one, The Spaniards had before then ſet up their Pre- 
tence to a Right of ſearching our Ships in the American 
Seas, and confiſcating Ship and Cargo, if they found any 
Goods on board which they were pleaſed to call contra- 
band. In purſuance of this Right, they had confiſcated ſe- 
veral of our Merchant Ships, after Peace was reſtored be- 
tween the two Nations by the Convention, ſigned at the 
Pardo, March 6, 1728. Our Merchants, after having ap- 
plied in vain to our Miniſter, made their Application to 
Parliament in 1728, and plainly pointed out to ham, what 
we cught to inſiſt on from Spain, yet all he deſired, or at 
leaſt obtained by the Treaty of Seville, was a Renewal of 
former '1'reaties, tho“ he knew, that, under the Colour of 
thoſe 'I'reaties, the Spaniards had ſet up this very Right; 
and with regard to the Depredations that had been commit- 
ted, he contented himſelf with ſtipulating to have them re- 
tcrred to Commiſſaries of each Side, who were to aſſemble 
at the Court of Spain, and had three Years to make their 


Report; by which our Miniſter got an Opportunity of ob- 
as; liging 
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Ann, 14 Geo. II. liging ſome of his Friends with Penſions, and the Spaniard; 


274. 


ot an Opportunity not only of continuing their Depreda- 
. ely but of robbing us of that Money which our Commi. 


ſaries, their Clerks and Servants, were obliged to ſpend in 


the Dominions of Spain. | foe © 

© Theſe Overſights, js Prim ns might, perhaps, have pro- 
ceeded from Weakneſs ; but it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
what followed could proceed from Weakneſs alone. The 
Spaniards continued their Depredations with as much Vi. 
gour as ever, and thereby ſhewed the Meaning they put upon 
thoſe Treaties that had been renewed by the Treaty of &. 
ville: And they made ſuch trifling Work with our Com- 
miſſaries, 4— the Year 1733, every one ſaw we 
could expect no Reparation for what was paſſed, nor Security 
in Time to come, bat by Force of Arms. The Right we 
had to a free Navigation in the American Seas, and the 
Right we had to carry what Goods we pleaſed from one 
Part of our own Dominions to another, was a Point that 
could admit of no Diſcuſſion : It was a plain, ſimple Queſ- 
tion we were to put to the Spaniſb Court, Will you admit of 
this Right or no? If they denied it, if they ſhuffled, the 
immediate Conſequence ſhould have been a Declaration of 
War. They did not ſhufffe: They in a Manner 

denied it: They not only infiſted upon, but exerciſed the 
Right they had ſet up, to ſearch every Britiſbh Ship they met 
with in the American Seas, and to ſeize and condfeas Ship 
and Cargo, if they found on board any of thoſe Goods 
were pleaſed to call contraband. This was the State of Af- 
fairs between the two Nations when the Spaniards attack'd 
the Emperor in Italy, Ought we not, for our own Sake a- 
lone, to have laid hold of that Opportunity for declaring 
War againſt Spain? On the contrary, we continued to ne- 
gotiate about a Point which could admit of no Negotiation ; 
and tho' it was evident, that if we allowed the French and 


Spaniards to preſcribe Terms to our old Ally the Emperor, 
it might very probably be in their Power afterwards to pre- 


ſcribe Terms to us, yet we. let ſlip this Opportunity; we 
continued to ſuffer patiently the Inſults and Injuries that were 
put upon us by the Spaniards : We continued to negotiate, 
and by ſo doing | the Point in Queſtion. Nay, my 
Lords, the very Papers upon our Table ſhew, that either 
our Miniſter and thoſe he employed did not underſtand the 
Point in Queſtion ; notwithſtanding the clear Light it had 
been put in by the repeated 22 of our Merchants; 
for after having ſeen how little Care had been taken of them 
in the Treaty of Seville, they had applied again to Parlia- 


ment in the Year 1730. I fay, my Lords, the Papers upon 
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ont Table ſhew, that either our Miniſter and his under A Ann. 74 Geo. IT, 


rents did not underſtand the Point in Queſtion, or wickedly- 
gave it up; for when they complain to the Spaniſb Court, 
2 they do in ſome of their Memorials, of the Spaniards car- 
rying clandeſtinely ſome Pieces of Eight on board our Mere 
chant Ships, and then ſeizing them for having ſuch Goods on 
board, they admit, that if thoſe Goods had been found on 
board, without having been firſt clandeſtinely carried there, 
it would have been a juſt Cauſe of Seizure, A 

* But, my Lords, this of giving up the Right of this Na- 
tion, and of Mankind, by Negotiation, was not enough for 


our Miniſter; he was reſolved to give it up by Treaty, which 


leads me to conſider our late Convention with Spain. 
our continuing to negotiate, and to ſuffer, the Spaniards 
grew at laſt ſo inſolent and rapacious, that our Merchants 


were forced to apply a third Time to Parliament in the Year 


1738, and the Reſolutions of both Houſes thereupon were 
ſo ſtrong, that our Minifter found, ſomething muſt be done: 
A new Treaty mnſt be obtained, or a War muſt be declared. 
Upon this, what did he do? He put the Nation to a great 
Expence : He amuſed the People with warlike Preparations z. 
but this was not done, as appeared afterwards, to obtain Re- 
paration ; or to force the Spaniards to acknowledge our un- 
doubted Rights, or diſavow the Claims they had fo unjuſtly 
ſet up. It was done with a View only to obtain a new 
Treaty ; and after he had negotiated a whole Summer, at 
the Expence of 4 or 500,000 J. extraordinary to the Na- 


tion, he by Treaty accepted of 27,000 J. I can call it no 


more, in full Satisfaction for all paſt Depredations, Damages 
and Inſults; and what was ſtill worſe, he expreſsly gave up 
the Freedom of our Navigation in the American Seas, by 
referring it to be regulated by Plenipotentiaries. This, L 
inſiſt, my Lords, was expreſsly giving it up; for what could 
our Plenipotentiaries ſay to the Spauiſb upon this Subject? 


They could not fay, We will admit of no Regulations in a 


Caſe which is expreſsly referred to us to be regulated ; and 
if they had admitted or agreed to any Regulations, our Na- 
Upon this, my Lords, upon the firſt View of this con- 
vention, the Spirit of this Nation to appear, and to 
exert itſe;f in ſuch a Manner, as convinced our Miniſter that 
even he, notwithſtanding” his unparalleled Power, durſt no 
longer venture to trifle with the Honour, the Trade, the 
Navigation, and the Rights of his Country. Thus, by his 
egy ry iſconduct, ＋ by that alone, he ſaw — 
to the Neceſſity of coming to an open Rupture with Spain 
a a Time when the Affairs of Earape were in the moſt un 
5 | happy 


vigation could no longer have been called tree. I 


2740. 
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Ahn. 24 Geo. II. happy Situation ſor this Kingdom. Spain at that 


1740. 


— 


a cloſe Alliance with France: The Power of the Houſe 


in 
| of 
" Auſtria very much diminiſhed by the late War, and by his 


Conduct brought under a Sort of Dependence upon the 
Court of France: The Dutch not at all inclined to join 
with us in any warlike Schemes; and the Kingdom of Sue 
den entirely governed by French Councils. In theſe Circum. 
ſtances it was evident, that we muſt either ſubmit to carry 
on the War againſt Spain, according to Frenth Directions, 
in which Caſe we could never expect to meet with Succeſs, 
or to bring it to a Concluſion ; or we muſt reſolve to ſupport 
a War by ourſelves alone, againſt the two powerful King. 
doms of France and Spain. In this unfortunate Dilemma it 
was eaſy to chuſe z but from what has ſince happened, I fear 
our Miniſter has choſen the worſt Side of this Dilemma. 
Our Buſineſs certainly was to refolve to proſecute the War 
with Vigour, even tho' France ſhould threaten to join a- 
gainſt us; and therefore we ought to have been as expedi- 
tious as poſſible, both in our Preparations and Attack; in 
order that we might have poſſeſſed ourſelves of ſome of the 
moſt convenient Parts of the Spaniſhb Settlements in America, 
or the Whole, if we could, before Spain could 5 
ker Defence, or France pr pare to a her. I do not ſay, 
my Lords, that we ought to. have poſſeſſed ourſelves of the 


whole Spani/o Meſt-Indies with a Deſign to hold them, but 


only with a View to force Spain to a Compliance, or to en- 
able ourſelves to ſupport the War, in caſe: France ſhould re · 
ſolve to ſupport the Spaniards againſt the juſt Demands we 
had upon them. | | ET” 

Now, my Lords, let us ſee if the warlike Condutt of 
our Miniſter has been better and more prudent than his 
peaceable. Tho' he ſaw that an immediate War was be. 
come unavoidable, as ſoon as the Convention was publiſhed 
in this Nation: I ſay, an immediate War; for tho! the 
Spaniards had paid the 95, G00 J. yet if they had not ex- 
preſsly and immediately givan up the Point of Search, it 
would have been abſolutely neceſſary for us to declare Wat 
againſt them ; and this our Miniſter knew they would not 
do by fair Means, therefore he muſt have been ſenſible, that 
an immediate War was unavoidable ; yet he did not, for 
four Months after, make the leaſt Preparation for beginning 
it ; and when it was begun, it was by Way of Repriſals-only; 
by which Method we could never propoſe to bring the $ps- 
air to a Compliance, and it was giving them Warning 
to provide againſt us, in thoſe Places where it was moſt our 
Advantage to attack them. When I ſay attack them, I be- 
lieve every one of your Lordſhips will ſuppoſe, _— 
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Vi. Indies. It was there, my Lords, where we could niake- Aan« 14 Geo. II. 


the Sfaniards molt ſenſible of out Power: It was there they 
were leaſt prepared to reſiſt us: It was there we could do 
hem the greateſt Miſchief ; and it was there only, we could 
attack them with any conſiderable Advantage to ' ourſelves. 


For this Reaſon we ſhould: have begun the War, we ſhould 


have begun Hoſtilities by an Attack, not upon their Ships, 
hut upon ſome of their Settlements in that Part of the World ; 
and, for this Purpoſe, we might have had a Fleet, with Five 
or Six Thouſand regular Troops on board, ready to fail 


for the Weg. Indies, before we publiſhed our Repriſals, and 


that without giving any previous Alarm. Admiral Yernos's 
Succeſs at Porto-Bella is an evident Proof of what Succeſs we 
might have had, if that Admiral had been properly provided 


for taking and holding as many of the Span; Settlements 


in America, as he could conquer. We' ſhould ſoon have been 


Maſters of Porte-Bello and Panama, which!would have laid 


both Mexico and Peru open to our Attacks; and by ſending 
that Admiral proper Supplies, which neither the Spaniards, 
nor even the French could prevent, we might, by this' time, 
have been in Poſſeſſion of all the Mines of Peru; which 
would have compelled the Enemy to fubmit to our Terms, 


or it would have enabled us to ſupport and carry on the War 


at the Expence of our Enemies, and without loading our 
own People with any new Debts or Taxes. ; 

gut inſtead of this, my Lords, what have we done f No- 
thing that can be of any great Advantage to ourielves, or 


Prejudice to the Enemy. No Troops were ever ſent to the 
Meß. Indies till the End of October laſt, which was above a 


Year after the Declaration of War, and near 16 Months after 
the Spaniards had Notice to prepare for their Defence in 
that Part of the World. Nay, by ſuch of Admiral Yernon's 
Letters as we have been indulged with the Sight of, it ap- 
pears that, notwithſtanding the notable Services he had done 
to his Country, notwithſtanding his repeated Requeſts, no 
Care was taken to fend him proper Stores or - Proviſions, for 
enabling him to proceed in his Deſigns againſt the Enemy. 
By this Neglect it would really ſeem, as if our Miniſter were 
afraid, leſt that brave Admiral ſhould too much diſtreſs the 
Enemies of his Country: and for this I can aſſign no Reaſon, 
unleſs it be, that our Miniſter has laid himſelf under Ergage- 
ments to a certain Foreign Miniſter, not to diſtreſs the & 

nards more than he ſhall give him leave to do. It would be 
endleſs, my Lords, to explain all the Weakneſſes we have 
been guilty of ſince the beginning of the War: Our ſuffer- 


ing the Spani/> Squadron to ſail from Cadiz, after having 


docked ir up fo long at that Port: Our ſuffering it after- 
: wards 


1740. 


— 
8 — — - * — 

5 — Ext _ 
= — a 


1 441 
1 14 
3 
i 
14 
. 
i 
by * 
4 
: 1 
= 
= 
SH 
_ 
N 


{ 660 ) 


Ann. 14 Geo. II. wards to fail from Ferro!. Our ſuffering that Squadron, and 


1740. 


both the French Squadrons to ſail ſo long before we ſent 
any Squadron to the Relief of Admiral Vernon, and our Co- 
lonies in the Ve- Indies: Our leaving a Squadron quite in- 
active in the Mediterranean: Our diſtreſſing our Trade by 
Preſſing and Embargoes, and, at the ſame Time, neglecling 
to offer any Reward for Landmen to enter into his Majeſty's 
Sea-Service, or a ſufficient Reward even for Seamen; and, 
above all, our neglecting to have in Readineſs, or to fit out, 
a ſufficient Number of 1mall Cruiſers at the beginning of the 
War, for the Protection of our Trade, by intercepting the 


Enemy's Privateers. 


My Lords, the Errors in our Negotiations before the War 
were ſo enormous, the Faults in our Conduct fince the War 
began have been ſo many, and ſo glaring, that it is almoſt 
impoſſible for me to impute it to Weakneſs alone. I muſt 
ſuſpect, that our Miniſter's making himſelf ſuch an obedient 
Slave to the Views of France, when they were ſo con 
to the Intereſt of his Country; and his Unwillingneſs to 
enter into a War with Spain, when he had fo many Provo- 
cations, and ſo fair an Opportunity of proſecuting it with 
Succeſs : I ſay, I muſt ſuppoſe, that this unaccountable Con- 
duct proceeded from ſome, private Motives of his own. Theſe 
Motives I have not diſcovered: They cannot be diſcovered 
whilſt he continues Miniſter : If I had diſcovered them, and 
could prove them to your Lordſhips, my Motion this Day 
ſhould not be for an Addreſs to remove him : I ſhould, ac- 
cording to my Duty, ſtand - in my Place, and impeach him 
of High-Treaſon. In the ſame manner I muſt impute our 


Method of beginning the War, our dilatory Method of pro- 


ſecuting it, and particularly the great Neglect of our Trade, 
to ſome private otives of our Miniſter's own : I am afraid 
he is under the Direction of France in the Proſecution of the 
War, as much as he ſeems to have been in the Treaties and 
Negotiations that preceded it. But, my Lords, none of 


thele Things can be proved by a direct Proof, eſpecially as 


we have been denied all thoſe Lights that are neceſſary for 
coming at ſuch a Proof. The Thing is impoſſible, and, in 
the preſent Caſe, it is unneceſſary ; Upon a general View of 
our Affairs, and the preſent Circumſtances we are in, the late 


Conduct of our public Affairs both at home and abroad, 2 
f there 


pears to have been moſt notoriouſly weak ; and 1 

any one in the Adminiſtration who is known, or generally 
ſuppoſed to have been for ſeveral Years the ſole Adviſer, 
and chief Conductor of all our public Affairs, this appa- 
rent Weakneſs is a ſuffigient Foundation for your Lori 
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| ( 661 ) 
to addreſs his Majeſty, that he would be pleaſed to re- Aun. 14 Geo. It, 
move that Miniſter from his Preſence and Councils. 1740. 

« That there is in our Adminiſtration at preſent, a Mi. 
riſer who is generally ſuppoſed to have a Superiority in all | 
our Councils, and that he has enjoyed that Superiority for 
theſe 15 or 16 Years, I believe, your Lordſhips will not 
deſire me to prove. When I ſay that there is one Man now 
in the Adminiſtration, whoſe Advice has | prevailed in all 
our Councils for 1g or 16 Years paſt ; who has had the 
{ble Diſpoſal of all the Revenues of the Crown, and of all 
the Honours, Poſts, and Employments the Crown could 
beſtow ; who has, in a moſt arbitrary Manner directed, not 
only at the Board to which he properly belongs, but, by 
ſome of his under Agents, at evefy other Board in the 
Kingdom; who has had it in his Power t6 diſmiſs, not 
only from every public Employment, but| even from the 
King's Councils and Preſence, all thoſe, let| their Rank be 
vat kt will, who have” had the Courage and Honeſty to 
oppoſe vigorouſly any of his Meaſures : Hon I fy this, 
my Lords, I am convinced, none of your Lordſhips, I am 
ſure no one without Doors, will doubt, that I mean Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole 3 and this common Fame, this general Opinion, 
i; a ſufficient Foundation for your Lordſhips to point your 
Addreſs particularly at him. The Weakneſs he — fhewed 
in the Conduct of our public Affairs, the general Hatred he 
has incurr d among the People of this Kingdom, render it 
almoſt neceſſary for his Majeſty to remove him from his 
Councils, leſt the Diſcontents of the People, which are as 
yet levelled againſt the Miniſter only, ſhould at laſt be con- 
verted into a general Diſaffection to his preſent Majeſty, and 
to his illuſtrious Family. KW 

This Danger muſt, I think, my Lords, prevail with 
every one that has a true Regard for our preſent happy 
Eſtabliſhment, to concur with me in the Motion I am to 
make; but there is another Danger, which affects the Ho- 
nour, the Character, and the Dignity of this Houſe. The 
{ame Miniſter has had the Misfortune, by his Conduct, to 
propagate and eſtabliſh a general Opinion through the Na- 
tion, hat Corruption is the only Art of Government he 
underſtands + That by corrupt Means he gets his Creatures 
and Jools choſen at moſt of the Elections in the Kingdom: 
That both Houſes of Parliament are induced by a corrupt 
Influence to approve of his Meaſures ; and that the pub- 
lic Money is ſquandered away for the Sake of gaining him 
a legal Support. This Charge cannot be proved, as long 
3s he has the Diſpoſal of all the Money and all the —_— 


1740, 4R 


| (68662) DOR” 
Ann. 14 Geo; II. of the Crown; but it is ſo well eſtabliſhed by common 
15740. Fame, and fo generally believed, that it you refuſe to put 
— the Queſtion upon a fair and impartial Iſſue, by firſt er 


it out of the Power of the Perſon accuſed to ſcreen himſelf 
by Means of that very Crime of which he is accuſed, the 
World will be confirmed in that Opinion, which is alread 
too general, and too ſtedfaſtly believed. As the Weakneſ 
of our late Meaſures is manifeſt to the whole World, as the 
Unpopularity of this Miniſter is known to every Man that 
converſes with any independent Perſon in the Nation, and 

F as he is generally ſuſpedted of being a moſt notable Corrup. 
tor, if you put a Negative upon the Motion I am to make; 
Jam afraid, it may affect the Honour, the Character, and 
the Dignity of this Houſe, by making the World ſuppoſe 
that very Negative to proceed from the Influence of Cor- 
ruption. But as I am convinced, that no ſuch Influence 
can ever prevail in this Houſe, and as, I think, I have 


ore, I ſhall conclude with moving your Lordfhips, That 
an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he 
will be pleaſed, &c. (as before-mentioned. ) 


Duke of Newcaſtle. 


Duke of New- My Lords, that this Houſe, or that either Houſe of 
cafle, Parliament may addreſs the Crown, for the Removal ef 
any Miniſter, is a Queſtion I ſhall not conteſt with the no- 
ble Lord, who has made you this Motion; but I mult ob- 
- ſerve, that ſuch a Motion was never, ſo far as I can reco!- 
leR, agreed to, but in troubleſome and factious Times, and 
that general Charges or general Accuſations againſt Miniſters, 
without fixing upon any particular Crime, or offering any 
Sort of legal Proof, have ſometimes proved fatal to the 
King himſelf. The famous Caſe of the Earl of Straffird in 
King Charles the Iſt's Time, ought, to be a Warning to all 
future Kings, not to allow their Miniſters to be attacked in 
Parliament upon general Rumours, Diſguſts, or Accuſations. 
The particular Circumſtances of that Caie are ſo well known, 
that I need not recapitulate them to your Lordſhips : The 
Accuſation againſt him conſiſted only of ſome general 
Charges, unſupported by proper Proofs ; and every one 
knows, that the violent Proceedings againſt that Earl were 
attended with ſuch Conſequences as Wen in a Cataſtrophe, 
. which all good Men deteſt and abhor. 
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© The noble Lord was pleaſed to tell us, that an Addrels 


to remove a Miniſter from the King's Councils and Preſence, 
| — 2 he 


wo ſufficient Reaſons for your concurring with me, there. } 


6663) 


can no wig affect a Man's Perſon, Freedom, or Eſtate, Ann. 14 Geo, II. 
19g,” 55 


My Lords, I muſt beg leave to differ from the noble Lord 
in this Particular. Such an Addreſs would affect a Miniſter's 
Character, and whatever affects a Man's Character, muſt be 


allowed to affect his Perſon. Do not Men every Day ven- 


ture their Lives for the Sake of their Character? Would 


not any Man chuſe to loſe his Life, rather than live the 
Infamy and Reproach of his Country? And ſhall we in 
this Houſe attempt to inflict a Puniſhment worſe than 


Death itſelf, upon a Man againſt whom there is no par- 
ticular Crime ſo much as aliedged, nor any Proof offered 


but popular Reſentments, which are very often unjuſt, and 


general Arguments, which, in my Opinion, are far from 


being concluſive, My Lords, it is eaſy to raiſe Objecti- 


ons againſt public Meaſures that have been tranſacted 


many Years ago: It is. impoſſible for human Wiſdom al- 
ways to take the beſt Courſe, and to make the beſt Uſe 
of the common Incidents that occur, or for human Fore- 


fgnt to provide againſt, the extraordinary Incidents that 
may happen. Time and Experience diſcover to the wiſeſt 
of Men, many Errors in their paſt Conduct; and when 
croſs Accidents happen, every one is apt to imagine, they 
might have been foreſeen and provided againſt. 'This 1s 
obvious to every Man, even in the Tranſactions of private 
Life ; and as public Tranſactions are much more intricate, 
and depend upon Cauſes which never were, .nor could be 
under our Power or Direction, therefore the Errors and 


Miſtakes of thoſe concerned, muſt be more frequent, and 
thoſe Meaſures may afterwards appear weak, which, at 


the Time they were tranſacted, appeared to be the 


wiſeſt that could be purſued. For this Reaſon, when 


we are to judge of the Wiſdom or Weakneſs of a Mi- 
niſter's paſt Conduct, we ought to conſider the Circumſtances 
of Affairs, and the Appearance of Things, as they ſtood at 
the "| ime his Meaſures were concerted ; and if at that Time 
tiey appeared to be the beſt, we are not from future Acci- 
dents, or from a future View of Things, to condemn them, 
either as weak or wicked. We may, perhaps, find, that 


our Miniſter was not inſpired with divine Wiſdom, but this 


can never be thought a good Reaſon for our addreſſin 
a King to remove him from his Preſence and Coun- 
C15, | 
From theſe general Obſervations, I hope your Lord- 
ſhips will be convinced, that upon the preſent Queſtion 
you ought to view the public Meaſures now objected 


to, in the fame Light in which they appeared to you 


1740, 
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Ann. 14 Ceo, II. at the Time they were ſeverally tranſacted; and, T hope 


it will be allowed to be at leaſt an Argument in their 
Favour, that every one of them was, after a cloſe Exa- 
mination, approved of by a ny of this Houſe, at 
the Times they reſpectively happened. But as I do not 
look upon this as a concluſive Argument in the preſent 
Debate, I ſhall beg Leave to anſwer ſome of theſe Ob- 
jections that have been made againſt our paſt Meaſures, 


which I ſhall endeavour to do from Facts and Circum- 


ſtances that are publicly known, without diſcovering any 
of thoſe Secrets of State, which, by the Nature of my 
Office, may, perhaps, have been communicated to me. 
But I muſt obſerve, that, in all ſuch Caſes, the Servants 
of the Crown labour under a very great Diſadvantage; 
for they are often, for the Sake of the Public, obliged 


to conceal thoſe Facts upon which their Conduct was 


founded, and which, if they could be revealed would re- 
move every Objection that could be made againſt it. 

* The Treaty of Hanover, and ſuppoſed Complaiſance 
for France, ſeem, my Lords, to be laid down as the 
Foundation of all that Weakneſs, which ſome People 
pretend to have ſince appeared in our Conduct, which 
is an Argument that has been oſten made uſe of both 
within Doors and without, and, I think, as often an- 
ſwered as it has been ſtarted. As for the Treaty of 
Has over, it is now publicly known, that the Honourable 
Gentleman againſt whom this Motion is levelled, what- 
ever Share he may have in our other Councils, had not 
the leaſt Share in the Council which adviſed that Treaty, 
The Negotiation was begun and ended whilſt his late 
Majeſty was at Hanover, and was directed and adviſed 
by the Ergliþ Miniſters, who had the Honour to at. 
tend his Majeſty in that Journey, of which, it is well 
known, the Honourable Gentleman was not one. Both 
the Negotiation and Treaty were owing to the certain 
Information his late Majeſty had of the private Articles 
that had been agreed on at Vienna, between the Emperor 
and Spain, and to the cruel Maſlacree of the Proteſtants at 


bern in Poland. The latter had been reſented by this 


Court before his woes &þ Departure for Hanover, and 
deſerved to be reſented by every Proteſtant Court in 


Eurepe. And as to the former, no Diſcovery had been 
made of thoſe private Articles, till after the King's Ar- 
rival in his German Dominions ; and wwhen a Diſcovery 
was made, jt raiſed ſuch a juſt Indignation in his late 
Majeſty's Breaſt, that he immediately, and yarn on 
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ſulting his Minifters here, reſolved to take proper Mea- Ann. 146co. IF. 


fares, not only for his Defence, but alſo for ſhewing his 
Reſentment ; therefore, if there was any Weakneis, or any 
Impradence in concluding that Treaty, it was not owing 
to the Honourable Gentleman 'whoſe Conduct is now un- 
der our Conſideration. . 


But ſuppoſing, my Lords, the Honourable Gentle. - 


man to have been the chief or the ſole Adviſer of that 
Treaty, no Man that admits the Truth of the Fact up- 
on which the Treaty was founded, could blame his 
Conduct; and conſidering we have the Truth of that 


Fact atteſted by his late Majeſty himſelf in the moſt ſo- 


lemn Manner, I think, no Man that has a true Regard 
for the Memory of his late Majeſty, can doubt of it. I 
ſhall. therefore, take it for granted, that there was a pri- 
vate Treaty between the Emperor and Spain, by which 
the former engaged to aſſiſt the latter, zotis wiribus, in 
endeavouring to ſtrip us of our valuable Poſſeſſions of 
Gibraltar and Port Mahon, and to place the Pretender 
upon the Throne of theſe Kingdoms; and the latter, in 
return, 8 to ſupport the former in the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Oſtend Company, and granted ſuch Privi- 
leges to his trading Subjects in the Spar; Dominions, 
as would have entirely ruined the Trade of theſe King- 


doms in that Part of the World. Can any Thing, my 


Lords, be ſuppoſed more injurious to this Nation ? Would 
it not have been the Height of Imprudence to delay a 
Moment reſenting, in the moſt proper Manner, ſuch a 
dangerous, ſuch an inſulting Treaty? And I do not ſee 
how we could have reſented it in a proper Manner, or 
even guarded againſt ſome Parts of it, without an Alliance 
with France. Without ſuch an Alliance we could not 
certainly have reſented it againſt the Emperor, and if we 
had reſented it againſt Spain, or endeayoured to vindi- 
cate our Rights, with reſpect ta Trade, in the Spaniſh 
Dominions, the Emperor, if we had not kept him in Awe by 
an Alliance with France, would have immediately; attacked 
Han;ver., I ſhall grant, that this Nation neither is obliged, 
nor ought to enter into a War on the ſole Account of 


the Hanoverian Dominions ; but when thoſe Dominians 


come to be attacked by a foreign Power, ſolely on Account 
of ſome Quarrel or Miſunderſtanding with this Nation, 


defend them. 


ſurely we are obliged, both is Honour and Intereſt, ta 
BOS | 


I ouſt 
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Aon; 14Geo, II. * I muſt therefore conclude, my Lords, that an Alliance 
with France was abſolutely neceſſary for us at that Con- 
juncture; and as that Alliance brought France into the 


1740. 


. * 


Trade to the Eaſf-Indies, to the great Advantage of the 


(666) 


Danger of being attacked by the Emperor and Spain, 
which would probably have been the Conſequence, if 
Spain had got home her Treaſure then in the Weft. Indies, 
we were, therefore, in common Prudence obliged, in or- 
der to prevent a general War in Europe, as well as to 


prevent our Ally being attacked, to put a Stop to the com- 


ing home of that Treaſure. This, my Lords, juſtifies the 
Meaſares that were afterwards taken: The Squadron that 
was ſent to the I/z/t-Indies, made it impoſſible for Spain 
to get her Treaſure from thence, which prevented her at- 
tacking France in Conjunction with the Emperor; and the 


Squadron that was ſent to the Coaſts of Spain, prevented 


her attacking us, by playing the Pretender upon us, as 
ſhe had endeavoured to do, during the very laſt Rupture 
we had with that Nation. But as our Buſineſs was to 


revent a War, and not to begin one, therefore it would 
ave been ridiculous in us to give Orders to our Squa - 


drons to attack any Part of the Sharif Dominions, or 
to begin Hoſtilities againſt them. Nay, even when they 
attacked us, by laying Siege to Gibraltar, as we knew 
the Vanity of their Attempt, and that thay could do us 
very little Harm, any other Way than by ſending the 
Pretenger with a few Troops in upon us, it would have 
been imprudent in us to attack them in our Turn; be- 
cauſe it is the Intereſt of this Nation to avoid, as much 
as poſſible, having a War with the Spaniards, on Ac- 
coynt of its begetting a Hatred and Animoſity between 
the two Nations, which never ends with the War, and 
while it laſts, will always be of great Prejudice to our 
Trade. For the ſame Reaſon, as well as a great many 
others, it was our Buſineſs to reſtore a os Harmon 
between this Nation and Spain, and alſo between us 


the Emperor, as ſoon as poſſible, after we had once con- 


vinced both theſe Powers of the Vanity of thoſe Engage- 
ments they had entered into againſt us, by their Treaty 
at Vienna in 1725. 

© This, my Lords, was accordingly brought about, by 
what I muſt Kill call a Sort of dextrous Management, in 
a very ſhort Time. A good Harmony between the Em- 
peror and the Maritime Powers, was reſtored by the Pre- 
liminaries concluded at Paris, in May 1727, by which his 
Imperial Majeſty put an End to the O/end Comany's 
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Fafi-India Trade of this Nation. Theſe Preliminaries were Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
agreed to by Spain, by the Convention ſigned at the 774% _ 
Pardo, in March 1727-8, whereby his Catholic Majeſty * 
pomiſed the immediate Reſtitution of the Ship Prince Frede- 
rick, and ſubmitted all the other Diſputes between the two 
Crowns to be debated and decided at the Congreſs, 
which was to be afterwards held at Aix la Chapelle. 
This, I think, muſt be allowed to be purſuing the true , Ha | 
reſt of this Nation, not only with the utmoſt Prudence, but 
with the greateſt Diſpatch; and the Concluſion of the 
Treaty of Seville was owing to the ſame Scheme of 
Politics; for the Congreſs at Aix la Chapelle, being likely 
to draw out to a great Length, by Reaſon of the many 
Differences that were there to be ſettled between the ſe- 
veral Powers of Europe, it would have been very incon- 
venient for this Nation to have its Differences with Spain 
ſo long left in Suſpence, and therefore a ſeparate Nego- 
tiation was ſet on Foot for adjuſting thoſe Differences by 
themſelves, which, in my humble Opinion, was the wiſeſt 
Thing we could do; and this Negotiation was, in a very 
mort Time, brought to a Concluſion by the Treaty of Se- 
ville, which was ſigned in Nævember 1729, which would 
have put an End to all our Diſputes with Spain, and 
would have procured us Reparation for all paſt Damages, 
if the Court of Spain had been as ſincere in the Exe- 
cution, as they ſeemed fair and candid in the Negotiation. 
But if the Court of Spain afterwards ſhuffled, and de- 
layed to perform what they had ſo ſolemnly promiſed, 
ſurely the Infincerity and Breach of Faith in that Court 
cannot, with the leaſt Shew of Juſtice, be imputed to 
any of the Miniſters of ours; and leſs to the Honoura- 
ble Gentleman attacked by this Motion, than to any 
other ; becauſe in his proper Department he has nothing 
to do with foreign Affairs, and as a Member of his 
Majeſty's Privy Council, he muſt give his Advice ac- 
cording to the Lights he receives from thoſe who have. 

It the Spaniards, my Lords, had punctually performed 
and obſerved what they promiſed in that Treaty, I believe, 
no Man in the Kingdom would have ever made an Ob- 
jection to it: On the contrary, I am convinced, it would 
have been look'd on by the whole Kingdom, as one of the 
wiſeſt Steps ever made by any Britiſb Adminiſtration ; but 
as the paniſb Court neither performed, nor obſerved ſo much 
as one Tittle of what they had promiſed, therefore, ſome 
People now find Fault with every Article of that Treaty, and 
among the reſt, with that which ſtipulates the * 
5 & 
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Ann. 14 Ceo. II. of Spaniſh, inſtead of Neutral Troops, into the ſtrong 


— 


Places of Tuſcany, Parma and Placentia. My Lords, the 
Difference between Spaniſb or Neutral Troops being in thoſe 
Places, is ſo very inconſiderable, that I am ſurprized to hear 
it made uſe of as an Objection to the Treaty of Seville. It 
was well known, that if the Spaniards ſhould reſolve to 
attack the Emperor in Jah, it would be neceſſary for them 
to ſend a much larger Body of Men into 7tahy than the 6000 
ſtipulated by that Article, and this the Maritime Powers 
could prevent whenever they pleaſed ; therefore, if the 
Court of Vienna had kept in good Terms with the Dutch 
and us, ſo as to make it both our Intereſts to protect his 
Poſſeſſions in 7:aly, theſe booo Spaniſh Troops would rather 
have {ſerved as a Pledge for the Ferformance of Treaties on 
the Part of Spain, than as a Means for attacking the Em- 
peror in that Country: Whereas, if the Court of Viema 
ſhould forfeit the Friendſhip of the Duich and us, it hg- 
nified nothing whether the Spaniards had 6000 Men in 
Italy or no, Woes they could ſend 20,000 of their Troops 
thither whenever they had a Mind, without its being in the 
Power of the Emperor to prevent it. For this Reaſon, I 


muſt be of Opinion, that the Court of Vienna's Obſtinacy, 


in refuſing to admit of the Introduction of Spang inſtead 
of Neutral Troops into the ſtrong Places of Tuſcary. Parma 
and Placentia, was 2 mere Punctilio of the Court of Viema; 
and were we to ſacrifice the Intereſt and Trade of vur Coun- 
try to a mere Punctilio of that Court? If any Miniſter had 


—— with our Court to do fo, I am ſure the noble 
Lord would have had more Reaſon to call our Condu 


wicked, than he has now to call it weak. | 
By that Treaty my Lords, we did not engage to enter 


into a War, in Conjuction witn France and Spain, againſt 


the Emperor, nor againſt any other Power in Europe. Even 
with regard to the Dukes of Tuſcany and Parma, who 
were the only Powers that had any real Intereſt in oppoſing 
the Entry of theſe Troops, we engaged only to uſe ſuch 
Applications as ſhould be conſiſtent with their Dignity and 
Quiet. Theſe two Dukes, I ſay, my Lords were the only 


two Powers that had any real Intereſt to oppaſe the Intro- 


duction of Spanijh Troops into their Dominions : The 
Emperor could have no real Intereſt to do ſa, becauſe by 
another Article in the ſame Treaty, thoſe Troops were to 
be withdrawn, as ſoon as Succeſſion ſtipulated by the Qua- 
druple Alliance ſhould take Place; and really, if the Dukes 
of Tuſcany and Parma had agreed to receive ſuch Troops 
into their ſtrong Places, I do not ſee what Title the Em- 
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mpire may bring what Troops they pleaſe into their Do- 


minions, provided they do not thereby diſturb the Tran- 
quillity of the Empire. But ſuppoſe the Emperor had op- 
poſed the Introdution of thoſe Troops, and had by ſo doing 
come to a Rupture with Spain, it is evident from the very 
Words of the Treaty, that we were not obliged to take any 
Chare in that War; and unleſs the Balance of Power in 
Furope had been brought into Danger by the Event of the 
War, I do not think our Intereſt could have induced us to 
engage upon either Side of the Queſtion; 

© But, my Lords, whatever bad Policy there might have 
deen in this Engagement for the Introduction of the Spa 
inſtead of Neutral Troops, which we entered into by 


the Treaty of Seville, it cannot be juſtly ſaid that it pro- 


duced any bad Conſequence. By our Treaty with the Ems 
peror in 1731, we got him to conſent to the Introduction 
of Spani/þ Troops into the ſtrong Places of Tſcany. Parma 
and Placentia, without any Oppoſition z and I am glad to 
hear the noble Lord approve of that Treaty : I am glad to 
hear, that any one good Treaty has been made, or any one 
wiſe Meaſure concerted, ſince he has had no Share in the 


Adminiſtration 3 tho' even that Treaty was not, it ſeems, 


in his Opinion, ſo good as it ſhould have been. But if we 
did not by that Treaty get all we wanted, if we did not 
get proper Reguiations ſettled for our Trade in the 
Auſtrian Dominions, it muſt be allowed, we got two very 
good Things, which was, the abſolute demoliſhing of the 
Oftend Eaft-India Trade, and the eſtabliſhing of the Tran- 
quillity of Europe, by the peaceable Introduction of the 
Saniſs Troops into Tuſcany, Parma and Placentiaz both 
which we obtained, without entering into any Engagement 
for doing any Thing, but what our own Intereſt would 
have led us to, if no ſuch Engagement had ever been made. 
This Article therefore, with reſpect to us, produced no ilk 
Effect; and with reſpect to the Emperor, can it be ſup- 
poſed, that if there had been no Spaniſb Troops in Italy in 
the Year 1733, the French would not have dared to attack 
or declare War againſt the Emperor ? Can it be ſuppoſed, 
that the Spaniards having ſuch an inconſiderable Body as 
Coco Men in Tach, was of any Weight in prevailing with 
them, or the King of Sardinia, to join the French in that 
War? Or can it be ſuppoſed, that the Succels of the French 
and their Allies againſt the Emperor, would not have been 


as great as it was, tho the Spaniardt had not had a Man 


in Italy at the Beginning of the War ? | 
1740. 48 « Thad 
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Atm. 14 Geo, II. That War, my Lords, did not proceed from the 
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Spaniards having a few Troops in [taly, nor from any Error 
or Miſconduct in us. It proceeded” entirely from the Mi. 
conduct of the Court of Vienna: That Court had inter- 
meddled in the Election of a King of Poland, perhaps 
more than they had Occaſion to do; and they bag for 
many Years behaved in fuch a Manner towards the Dutch, 
as made that Republic very cool in every Thing that related 
to the Houſe of Auſtria. The French knew that the Dutch | 
would no Way intermeddle in the Quarrel between them 
and the Emperor: They had actually brought the Dutch 
into a Treaty of Neutrality before they attack'd the Em- 
peror; and they ſuppoſed, as they very well might, that 
this Nation would not, without the Dutch, take any Share 
in the War, unleſs they and their Allies ſhould puſh their 
Succeſs againſt the Emperor ſo far, as to endanger the 
Balance of Power in Europe. With reſpect to our Trade, 
it would have been one of the moſt unwiſe Things we 
could have done, to have engaged ourſelves in a War againſt 
France, Spain and Sardinia, whilſt the Datch remained 
neutral ; for it would of courſe have transferred, during the 
Continuance of the War, a great Part of our Trade, and 
our whole Navigation, to the Dutch; ſo that if the War 
had laſted long, as it probably might, this Nation would 
have been undone, even tho' we had met with the greateſt 
Succeſs in the Proſecution of the War; for whatever the 
Emperor might expect, this Nation could expect no Ad- 
vantage from that Succeſs, and the chief Burden of the 
War, with regard to the Expence, muſt neceſſarily have 
fallen upon us. I | | 
This, my Lords, the French were very ſenſible of: 
They had experienced the Wiſdom of ſome of thoſe 
who had the Direction of our Affairs, from whence 
they foreſaw, that we would not meddle in the War, 
when it was ſo contrary to our Intereſt to do ſo; and 
therefore, after having prevailed with the Datch to agree 
to a Treaty of Neutrality, they thought they had a fair 
Opportunity for ſhewing their Reſentment againſt the 
the Court of Vienna, on Account ef the Conduct of that 
Court, with relation to the Election of a King of P.. 
land. Theſe Conſiderations, I ſay, encouraged the Frent 
to attack the Emperor at that Time, and theſe Conſ- 
derations, joined with the Hopes of getting ſomething by 
the Event of the War, encouraged Spain and Sardinia to 
join with them. The Imperial Court therefore owed that 
Misfortune to their own Conduct towards the _ ; for 
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bowever much we ſtood engaged to guarantee the Em- Ann, 14 Geo. I., 


peror's Poſſeſſions in Italy, by Virtue of the Treaties ſub- 
üting between him and us, we were not obliged to 
expole our Trade, and conſequently ourſelves, to certain 
Ruin on that ſingle Account, eſpecially as the Imperial 
Court had brought that War upon themſelves, by endea- 
youring to prevent a free Election in the Kingdom of 
Poland. 


lf the French, my Lords, had been actuated by ſuch 


ambitious Motives of Conqueſt, as they were in Leauis the 
XIVth's Time, I ſhall grant, that we ought for our own 
Safety, as well as for the Safety of Europe, to have joined 
with the Emperor in that War; but we very well knew, 
and the Event ſhewed, they were not. They even bridled 
their Ambition, and. put a Stop to their Conqueſts in.the 
midſt of Victory. They left the Houſe of Auſtria very 
near as powerful as it was before, and. they added but 
very little to their own Power ; for if the Houſe of Auſtria 
lolt Naples and Sicily by that War, it got Tuſtany, Parma 
and P/acentia 3 and conſidering that theſe Duckies lie ad- 
Jacent to the other Auſtrian Dominions in [zaly, it cannot 
be juſtly ſaid, that the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria 
was much diminiſhed by the Event. of that War; nor 
was the Power of France, as I have ſaid, much enlarged ; 
for tho' by that Event the French got the abſolute Pro- 
perty of the Duchy of Lorain, their Power was not 
thereby much enlarged ; becauſe they had before a Sort 
of arbitrary Power over that Duchy, and did actually 
take Poſſeſſion of it, and put Gariſons into all ns for- 
tied Towns, whenever they had the leaſt Occaſion. for 
lo doing. : | 

EF ca therefore ſee, my Lords, how the Affairs of 
Furepe were brought into any unhappy Situation, or how 
the Balance of Power was endangered, by the Event of 
that War, I ſhall grant, that both theſe Misfortunes 
might have been the Conſequences of the Proſecution of 
that War, if the French and their Ailies had puſhed their 
Conqueſts too far, or endeavoured to proſecute it in aj dif- 
ferent Manner; and, in order to prevent this, his Majeſty 
tool: the beſt Method that could be taken in that Con- 
juncture : He encreaſed his Forces both by Sea and Land, 
and thereby put himſelf in Readineſs to give a Check to 
any Views of Ambition, upon which ever Side they might 
appear. This, perhaps, was one of the Reaſons, why the 
French were io moderate in their Demands, when they 
began to negotiate a Peace with the Emperor; and that 
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Ann. 14 Geo, II. Peace I think, notwithſtanding all that has been faid to 


1740. 


the contrary, left the Situation of Affairs in Europe in as 
happy a Situation for this Kingdom, as could well be 
defired. The Power of the Houſe of Auſtria was much 
greater than it was in the Beginning of the late Queen Ann's 
Reign: The Power of France was not near ſo great, nor 
was the Union between the Crowns of Fraxce and Spain ſo 
firm, as at that Time; and if France had fince ſhewed 
any ſuch ambitious Views as ſhe did at that Time, it 
would have been eaſy for this Nation to have formed 
a more powerful Confederacy againſt her. I ſhall indeed, 
admit, my Lords, that the preſent Situation of the Affairs 
of Europe is a little unfortunate for this Nation; but it 
is entirely owing to the unlucky Accident of the late 


+ Emperor's happening to die, before a King of the Ra- 


mans was Choſen, This Accident might, 'tis true, have 
been, and was, I believe, foreſeen by our Miniſters ; but it 
was impoſlible for them to provide againſt it, without the 
Concurrence of the Court of Vienna, and a Majority of 
the Electors of the Empire; which was a Concurrence they 
could not abſolutely command, had every one of them 
had as great Wiſdom and Capacity as ever any Mortal 
Man was indued with. 

Having now, I hope my Lords, removed all the 


Objections that have been made to our Conduct, fo far 


as it relates to the Balance of Power, and the preſent 
Situation of Affairs in Europe, I ſhall take up but very little 
of your Lordſhips Time, in anſwering the Objections that 
have been made to that Part of our Conduct, which relates 
to our Affairs with Spain, or to our own domeſtic Affair. 
Our Negotiations with Spain, my Lords, were all along 
founded upon this Principle, That as long as there was 
any Hopes of obtaining Redreſs by peaceable Means, we 
ought not to have Recourſe to Arms, This Principle will, 
I hope, be allowed to be right itſelf, and it has 5 all 
along approved of by Parliament. Therefore, in thoſe 
Negotiations his Majeſty has acted rather by the Advice 
of his Parliament, than by the Advice of his Miniſters; at 
leaſt, if it was the Advice of his Miniſters, it was ſuch as 
has been approved of and recommended by his Parlia- 
ment, which I muſt look on as a very ſtrong Argument in 
its favour; for I ſhall always have a much greater Re- 
gard for the Voice of Parliament within Doors, than for 


tne Clamours of the People without; and, for this 


Reaſon, I muſt be of Opinion, that a Miniſter's Wiſdom | 
and Steadineſs may ſometimes be the Cauſe of his becoming 
unpopular 


( 673 ) 
conſiſtent with the public Good, ſometimes prevail among 
the Generality of the People, eſpecially when thoſe No 
tions are incuicated and propagated by a Party who oppoſe 
the public Meaſures, not becauſe they are wrong, but be- 
cauſe they do not like the Men, or perhaps, becauſe they 
are not the Men that adviſe and carry them on. This, I 
fy, often happens in every Country, and in no Caſe ſa 
commonly as in that which relates to Peace ar War. In 
ſuch a Caſe, a Miniſter who looks into Futurity, and ftea- 
dily purſues the Good of his Country, in Oppoſition to a 
prevailing Clamour, may become very unpopular, and may 
continue ſo for ſome Time ; but, when the People become 
cool and have Leiſure to conſider Things ſeriouſly and ma- 
turely, that Unpopularity will be converted into a general 
Eſteem, and he will be admired for his Steadineſs as well as 
for his Wiſdom ; therefore it will be a very imprudent 
Maxim for the Sovereign, even of this free Country, to diſ- 
miſs a Miniſter on account of any popular Clamour that 
may ariſe, or be ſpirited up againſt him. OO 
We are not therefore, my Lords, to imagine, that our 
Miniſters are guilty, either of Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, be- 
cauſe they did not declare War againſt Spain, as ſoon as it 
was thought neceſſary by the Mob without Doors, ſpirited 
up by thoſe who had ſuffered by the Span; Depredations, 
:nd who of courſe were more ſwayed by Motives of Re- 
renge, than by any Motives founded on the public Good 
of the Nation in general, which did not permit that we 
ſhould enter into a War whilſt there were any Hopes of 
obtaining Redreſs by Negotiation. This was our Caſe in 
the Year 1733, when the War happened between France 
and the Emperor. We had then very good Reaſon to hope, 
that Spain might be brought to reaſonable Terms by fair 
Means; therefore we had no Occaſion, on our own Ac- 
count, to attack Spain at that Time ; and I have ſhewn, 
that we had no other Call to take any Share in that War, 
From that Time, the Court of Spain ſtill gave us Hopes 
of obtaining Redreſs by Negotiation, and, at laſt, went 
ſo far as to promiſe it by a ſolemn Treaty. I mean, my 
Lords, the Convention. I ſhall not trouble your Lord- 
ſhips with anſwering the Objections that have now been 
made to it, becauſe they were all fully anſwered when it 
was under our Conſideration : I ſhall only ſay, that if the 
Court of Spain had performed what they promiſed by that 
Treaty, and had afterwards acted as candidly as they 
treated, we ſhould have had no Occaſion to declare War 


>* 


popular. In all Countries, falſe Notions, Notions in- Ann. 74 Geo. If; 
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« I Geo. II, againſt them. But they did neither; and then, and not 


, till chen, a Rupture became neceſſary. 3 

4s for our Conduct ſince that 'Time, my Lords, I did 
not expect, that, upon a Motion of this Kind, it ſhould ef. 
cape Cenſure; becauſe, in 'Iime of War, it is ſo eaſy to 
find Fault, let the War be never ſo well conducted. As our 
Complaints againit Sy were founded upon their having 
ſeized ſome of our Merchant Ships upon unjuſt Pretences, 
the molt proper Method of ſeeking Redreſs, after the Court 
of Spain has denied it by für Means, was by Repriſals. 
We had no pretence for declaring War till the Spaniard; 
ſeized our Ships in their Ports, and, without the Pre. 
tence, publiſhed Repriſals againſt us. Upon this we declared 
War, and as ſoon as we had declared War, we began to 
prepare for attacking them in the proper Place; but we 
were firſt, in common prudence, obliged to prepare for 
our own Defence, not ſo much on Account of any Attack 
we had to fear from the Spaniards, as on Account of a 
neighbouring Power that might, perhaps, reſolve to join 
with Spain againſt us. That Power has not, tis true, 
yet done fo; but this may be owing to the Preparations 
we have made for our Defence at home; for nothing can 
be more effectual for preventing any other Nation's joining 
with Spain againſt us, than their ſeeing, that it is out of 
their Power to hurt us. At the ſame Time that we pro- 
vided for our Defence, we were likewiſe providing a Fleet, 
and a proper Number of Land-Forces, for attacking the 
Enemy; and if that Fleet did not fail ſo ſoon as it ought 
to have done, and was expected, it was owing entirely to 
contrary Winds, which, I hope, will not be looked on, 
as proceeding from the Weakneſs or Miſconduct of our 
Miniſters. 

* Now, my Lords, with reſpet to our domeſtic Affairs, 
as I have ſhewn, that no Objection can be juſtly made to 
any Part of our Conduct relating to foreign Affairs, and 
as a great Part of the Expence we have been at, has been 
owing to the ſeveral Broils we have been involved in with 
the other Powers of Exrepe, if our Debts are not greatly 
diminiſhed, nor our Taxes aboliſhed, it is not owing to 
the Weakneſs of our Minifters, but to the extraordinary 
Expence we have been from Time to Time put to; and 
to a reſtleſs, diſaffected Party at home, which has all along 
obliged us to keep in Pay a more numerous ſtanding Army 
chan we ſhould otherwiie have had Occaſion for. And as 
to the ſevere penal Laws that have been enacted, and the 
dangerous Schemes that have been attempted, they * 
only 
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enly to the Collection of the public Revenue ; thercrore, An 14 Gro Ir. 
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Danger in the Schemes, both ought to be imputed to the 
Wickedneſs of our Smugglers and clandeſtive Traders, and 
not to the Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of our Miniſters. This 
was the Caſe of the late Exciſe-Scheme, which, I ſtill think, 
could not in the leaſt have affected our Liberties, had ir 
aſſed into a. Law); and am of Opinion, that the Clamours 
raiſed againſt it were chiefly owing to out Smugglers being 
conſcious, that it would have been effectual for the End in- 
tended. It was this that made them fo active in raiting a 
opular Clamour againſt that Scheme, and confidering their 
— and the Intereſt the People have in being able 
to purchaſe at a cheap Rate, I do not at all wonder at their 
Succeſs. f f 

« hope, my Lords, T have now ſhewn, that we have 
not the leaſt Occaſion to addreſs his Majeſty to remove any 
one of his Miniſters from his Councils; and therefore, I 
hope the Motion will meet with the Fate it deſerves: I 
am ſure, I ſhall mott heartily give it my Negative.” 


The Duke of A, gyle. 


My Lords, I ſhall join in this Obſervation made by Duke of- A. 


the noble Duke, That ſuch an Addreſs as is now propoſed 
to your Lordſhips, was never agreed to, but in troubleſome 
and factious Times; but he and I may, perhaps, differ in 
the Application of theſe Terms. The Nation muſt al- 
ways be in Trouble, when it has the Misfortune to be 
under the Government of a weak or wicked Miniſter; 
and when ſuch a one engroſſes the Ear of his Sovereign, 
and thereby prevents all good Advice from approaching the 
Throne, there is certainly a moſt wicked and dangerous 
Faction in the Kingdom. But who, my Lords, are the Au- 
thors of that Trouble? Who are they that are the Fo- 
menters and Supporters of that Faction? Not thoſe that 
are endeavouring, by the legal Methods prefcribed by our 
Conſtitution, to remove that Miniſter, but. they that are 
for obſtructing all ſuch Methods, and for ſupporting him 
in that Power, which he has by his Cunning and Syco- 
phancy uſurped. The Miniſter, and his Creatures and 
Tools, are the Faction, and the ſole Cauſe of the Nation's 
Trouble; and when they, by obſtructing all legal Methods 
of Redreſs, drive the People to the Extremity of being ob- 
lig'd to make uſe of violent Means, it is they, and they 


only, that are to be deemed the Authors of all the Mis'or- 


tunes that enſue. 


In 
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Ann. 14 Ged. II. In this Light, my Lords, we ought to view all the 


Conteſts between Parliaments and Miniſters, that are men- 
tioned in our Hiſtory; for I defy the World to ſhew, that 
ever a Fayourite of the Crown was attack'd by Parliament, 
either by Addreſs, Impeachment, or otherwiſe, but ſuch 
as highly deſerved it. Will any one ſay, that the Earl of 
Strafford, in King Charles the Firſt's Reign, did not de- 
ſerve to be attack'd by Parliament? I am convinced the 


noble Duke will be as far from juſtifying all the preceding 


Meaſures of that Reign, as I ſhall be from juſtifying 


the future Meaſures that were taken againſt that unfortunate 


and deluded Prince. But it was the violent Methods fir 
made uſe of by the Court, that gave Riſe to the violent 
Methods afterwards taken by the Parliament ; and there- 
fore, it was not the Proſecutors of that King's Miniſters 
and Favourites, but the Miniſters and Favourites them- 


" ſelves, that were the original Authors of all the Misfor. 


tunes, and of the fatal Cataſtrophe, that happened to him. 
In order to ſcreen his Miniſters from a Parliamentary Pro- 
ſecution, he had abruptly diſſolved ſeveral Parliaments, 
and had ſuſpended the holding of any for a great Num- 
ber of Years ; during which Time a Multitude of illegal 


and violent Means were practiſed by the Court, for raiſin 


much leſs Money than the Parliament would have willingly 
granted him, if he had given up ſome of his guilty Fa- 
vourites to Juitice. This inflamed the Spirits of the People 
10 ſuch a Degree, that it afterwards became eaſy tor wick- 
ed and deceitful Men to direct that national Reſentment a- 


gainſt the Crown, which ought to have been directed onl 


againſt the Miniſters of the Crown; and therefore, the Caſe 
of my Lord Strafford, inſtead of being a Warning to fu- 
ture Kings, not to allow their Miniſters to be attack'd by 
Parliament upon general Rumours, ought to be a Warning 
to all future Kings, not to ſet themſelves up as a Screen for 
their Miniſters ; and, I hope, it will be a Warning to all 
future Parliaments, not to allow their Reſentment to carry 
them beyond the Bounds preſcribed by our Conſtitution. 
The Error committed by the Parliament, in the Caſe of 
the Earl of Strafford. was not in their having attack'd him 
as a weak or wicked Miniſter, but in the Method by which 


they carried on that Attack, Upon general Rumours and 


Accuſations they found him guilty of High-Treaſon, and 
condemned him to die, by Act of Parliament, which was a 
Method of Proceeding that could not be warranted by our 


Conſtitution ; but will any one ſay, that it would have been 


wrong in the Parliament to have addreſſed the King to re- 
| s | 1 
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move him from his Councils and Preſence? Will any one ſay, Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
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that the Accuſations brought againſt him, or the general Ha- 
tred he had drawn upon himſelf, were not ſafficient for this 
purpoſe? My Lords, the very Nature of our Conſtitution 
muſt convince us, that the public Odium alone is ſufficient 


Cauſe for the King to diſmiſs any Miniſter that has drawn it 


upon himſelf, becauſe, in a free Country, the King is to go- 
vern by the Aﬀections of the People, and not, like arbi- 
trary Princes, by the Terrors of his Reign. But as the 
King has no Way ſo proper for knowing the Sentiments 
of his People, either about the Meaſures he is adviſed to 
purſue, or the Miniſters he is pleaſed to employ, as by 


the Addreſſes or Remonſtrances of his Parliament; as the 


Sentiments of the People may be, and generally are, very 
much repreſented to him by his Miniſters and Favourites, 
therefore it is our Duty to give him a true Information ; 
and when we perceive that any one of the King's Mini- 
ters has incurred the general Hatred of the People, we be 
tray our Sovereign, at leaſt, we are guilty of a Failure in 


our Duty towards him, if we do not addreſs him to re- 


move ſuch a Miniſter ; for no King can to preſerve 
the Affections and Eſteem of the People, if he employs ſuch 
as are hated and deſpiſed by them. [2 ; ; 

* An Addreſs therefore, my Lords, to remove a Mini- 
ler from the King's Councils and Preſence, may be ſuffi- 
ciently founded upon general Rumours, or general Diſ- 
ouſts, and may be agreed to, nay, in many Caſes, ought 
to be agreed to, without any 1 Accuſation, and, 
conſequently, without any Proof. 


a Man's Character depends entirely upon his own Con- 
duct, and can never be loſt by any ſort of judicial Pro- 
ceeding. On the contrary, if a Man be really innocent, 
and by ſome Error in his Conduct, or ſome extraordi- 
nary Misfortune, has had his Character expoſed, or brought 
under Suſpicion, by a full and fair Tridl the Suſpicion will 
be removed, and his Character reſtored ; ſo that if a Mi- 
niſter has loſt his Character, and has fallen into a general 
Hatred among the People, an Addreſs for removing him, 
may be a Means for reſtoring his Charadter; becauſe, after 
be is, in purſuance of that Addreſs, removed, he may then 
be brought to full and open Parliamentary Trial, and 
furly acquitted of all thoſe Crimes, or Failings, he was 
before ſuppoſed to be guilty of; which never can be the 
Caſe, as long as he continues in Power; for, during the 
Continuance of his Power, every Enquiry into his Conduct 

1740 41 | will 
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neither is, nor can be affected by ſuch an Addreſs ;| for 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. will be ſome Way influenced by the Favours he has tg 
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beſtow ; and even, ſuppoſe he ſhould be fairly acqui 
it will not reſtore his Character, becauſe the World will be- 
lieve his Acquittal was not owing to his Innocence, but to 
his Infl:ence. : 5 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, I hope we ſhall have, in 
this Motion, the Concurrence of all thoſe who have 2 
true Regard for the Character of the Miniſter, and, at 
the ſame time, a thorough Conviction of his Innotence, I 
believe every Lord in this Houſe is ſenſible, that he has 
already loſt 15 Character with a great Majority of the People 
of this Nation; and that he is generally, and violently ſuſ- 
cted, not only of great Failings, but of heinous Crimes. 
Fo not he ſuſpected of having ſolely engroſſed the Ear of 
his Sovereign, and excluded Pom his Maſter's Preſence, as 
well as Confidence, every Man that diſdains being a Slave 
to him? Is he not ſuſpected of having engroſſed the ſole 
Diſpoſal of all the Favours of the Crown, and the fole 
Direction of all the Officers of the Kingdom? Is he not 
ſuſpected of having endeavoured to deſtroy the Indepen- 
dency of Parliament, and the Freedom of Elections, by 


making an abject Submiſſion to his Will and Direction 


the ſole Title to the obtaining of any Favour from the 
Crown, or the holding of any Poſt which the Crown can 
take away ? Is he not ſuſpected of having applied the pub- 
lic Money towards gaining an undue and corrupt Influence, 
both in Parliament and at Elections? Is he not, in general, 
ſuſpected of having a Deſign, by the Continuance and In- 
creaſe of uſeleſs Offices, and the Multiplicity of Penal Laws, 
to eſtabliſh in the Crown an abſolute and uncontroulable 
Power? And, with regard to Foreign Affairs, is he not ſuſ- 
pected of having, by his Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, ſacri- 
ficed the Intereſts of his Country, and the Intereſts of Ex- 
rote, to the cultivating of a dangerous Friendſhip and Cor- 
reſpondence with France? Is he not ſuſpected {of having ex- 
poſed · both the Honour and the Trade of his Country 
to the Inſults of Spain, for no other Reaſon, but for 
2 ſake of preſerving that Friendſhip and Correſpon- 
ence? i | 

* Theſe, my Lords, and a great many more I could men- 
tion, are Suſpicions his Character now lies expoſed to. 
That theſe Suſpicions are generally entertained, no Man 
can be ignorant, that ever makes an Excurſion beyond the 
Purlieus of the Court, or converſes with 'any independent 
Man in the Kingdom. That the People are generally dil- 


ſatisſied with our public Meaſures, and, conſequently, — | 
| | 
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thoſe that adviſe them, is evident from the great Sale of Ann. 14 Geo. Il. 


all Pamphlets and Papers on one Side, and the bad Re- 
ception given to the gratuitous Pamphlets and Papers on 
the other; for this cannot be owing to any Superiority 
of Genius in the Authors, becauſe, when the Meaſures of a 
Government are right, thoſe of the brighteſt Parts will 
certainly engage in their Defence ; and yet we have ſeen 
in our Days, what Poſterity- will ſcarce believe: We have 
ſeen Parliaments approving what no Man of Genius would 
deign to defend. 'Thus, my Lords, I have laid before you 
a true State of the Caſe, with regard to the Character of 
the Honourable Gentleman whoſe Conduct is now under 
our Conſideration ; and as this is really the Caſe, if I 
were convinced of his Innocence, as a Friend to him, I 


ſhould adviſe him to reſign, in order that he might have his. 


Character vindicated by an impartial, a ſtrict, and a fair En- 
quiry ; and, if he refuſed my Advice, I ſhould, from that 
very Refuſal, begin to ſuſpect his Innocence, and, conſe- 
quently, ſhould agree to the Addreſs now propoſed. | 

This, I fay, my Lords, ſhould be my Behaviour as a 
Friend to him, if I were convinced of his Innocence ; but 
as I have my own Suſpicions, as well as other People, and 
have, perhaps, more Reaſon than moſt other People, there- 


fore, as a faithful Counſellor to my Sovereign, which I have 


- 


the Honour to be, by my having a Seat in this Houſe, and 


2s a ſincere Friend to my Country, I muſt be for agreeing 
to the Addreſs propoſed ; and that my Suſpicions may ap- 
pear not to be groundleſs, I ſhall take the Liberty to exa- 
mine ſome of our late public Meaſures, and endeavour to 
ſhew the Weakneſs of thoſe Arguments that have been made 
uſe of for their Juſtification. In the doing of which, I ſhall 
tale the noble Dake's Advice, and conſider the Circum- 
ſtances of Affairs, and the Appearance of Things, as they 
ſtood at the Time thoſe Meaſures were concerted ; which 1 
may with the greater Freedom do, becauſe I had no Share 
in adviſing them; for though I was one of his Majeſty's 
moſt Honourable Privy-Council, it is well known, I ſeldom 
attended, thinking my Attendance both unneceſſary and im- 
proper, when TI found my Advice was of no Weight, nor 
te leaſt Regard had to what I ſaid in Support of it; from 
wience J had great Reaſon. to ſuſpect, that the Reſolutions 
of that Board were foreſtalled, and that we came there only 
to give an Authority to, .and, perhaps, an Excuſe for, what 

had ſomewhere elſe been reſolved on. | 
This, my Lords, has been long one of my Suſpicions, 
and from hence I cannot but with the reſt of the Nation 
%: he ſuſpect, 
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Miniſter in the Linglom. | | 
this, my Lords, does not every one 
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Ann. 12 Geo, II. ſuſpect, that the Miniſter, whoſe Conduct is the Subject of 


the preſent Debate, has ſolely engroſſed the Ear of his $0. 


vereign ; and that a cold Reception at Court is generally 
the Conſequence of differing in any material Point from 
this Miniſter, I believe, ſeveral of your Lordſhips as well az 
myſeif are Examples Theſe Examples, my Lords, if they 
are not Proofs, they afford at leaſt ſtrong Preſumptions, and 
are one of the Cauſes of the Nation's 1 that this 
Miniſter has ſolely engroſſed the Ear of his Sovereign, and 
thereby uſurped the ſole Diſpoſal of all the Favours of the 
Crown, and the ſole Direction of all the Royal Offices 
in the Kingdom; and this Suſpicion is confirmed by what 
every Man muſt obſerve, that ever heard of the Crowds 
at his Levee. By that Department which properly 

to him, he has to do with nothing but what belongs to 
the Management of the public Revenue ; and therefore, if 
he confined himſelf to his own Department, he could have 
his Levee frequented by none but ſuch as are ſollicitin 
Warrants from the Treaſury, or Poſts in the Collection 
Management of the public Revenue; and conſidering the 
Amount of the preſent Revenue, and the Number of 


Officers employed, I ſhould think that this alone would af. 


ford a Crowd ſufficient for ſatisfying the Vanity of any 


© But inſtead o 
know, that the Levee of this Miniſter is haunted by Lords 
who, I hope, neither have nor expect any Penſions ? By 
Land and Sea Officers, who ought not to be allowed to 
expect any Preferment by his Favour or Recommendation ? 
By Lawyers, who 2 not to be allowed to expect be- 
ing appointed Judges by his Means; and by many of the 
Feverend Bench, and Multitudes of other Clergymen who, 
J hope, expect Tranflations or Preferments from their Fiety 
and Learning, and not by neglecting their Devotion, and 
trifling away their precious Time in attending his Levees ? 


My Lords, it is needleſs to my or diſguiſe this Charge: 
1a 


The Candidates for Preferment have in all Countries moſt 
excellent Noſes : They will ſmell out the proper Road to 


Preferment; and when the World fees Candidates of all 


Sorts in one Road, the World will judge, and moſt rea- 


ſonably judge, that to be the ſole Road to Preferment. 


From hence the general Suſpicion againſt this Miniſter has 


_ ariſen, If the Suſpicion be well grounded, he is in ſome 


Degree guilty of High Treaſon, by the known Laws and 
Conſtitution of this Kingdom, and ought*to be impeached 
faßt 


as well as removed; but the very Suſpicion is a 


Cauſe for addreſſing the King to remove him, — 
Sh | eo 


„ „ o . . Hvet 


1 _—_ EY —_— g—Y — a oa ico <0 tf ti... 


Va a 


0 


* * 


1 =» 


eee 


Ps e e ee 


(681) 


people can never be eaſy whilſt a Man is in Power who, in Ann. 14 Geo. I. 


their Opinion, is a Traitor againſt the Laws and Conſtitu- 
tion of his Country; for a Man who is in Danger of ſuffer- 
ing by the Law, will certainly endeavour to overturn the 
Law. Therefore, to Ae the Fears and Jealouſies of 
the People, and to make them eaſy under the Government 
of their Sovereign, ſuch a Miniſter aught to be removed; 
and after he is removed, the Parliament may, without run- 
ning the Riſk of being thought corrupted, acquit him, if 
ypon a fair Trial he appear to be innocent; and every Mem- 
ber may then, without Fear, give his Vote againſt him, if 
he ſhould appear to be guilty, | ; 
The next general Suf picich I took Notice of 1s, his 
having endeavoured to deſtroy the Independency of Par- 
lament and Freedom of Elections, by diſpoſing of the 
Favours of the Crown to fuch only as vote in Parliament, 
or at Elections, according to his Direction, and turning 


every Man out of the Employment he holds at the Plea- 


ſure of the Crown, if in either Caſe he diſobeys his Or- 
ders. My Lords, the Maxim which is the chief Corner 
Stone of our happy Conſtitution is, that the King has no- 
thing to do with a Man's Behaviour in Parliament or at 
Elections. King William was ſo ſenſible of this, that 
when his Miniſters adviſed him to diſmiſs an Officer of the 
Army, for having voted upon ſome Occaſion againſt them 
in Parliament, he anſwered as every juſt King ought, and 
as every wiſe one will, 'The Gentleman has always behaved 
well as an Officer of the Army, and I have nothing to do 
with his Behaviour as a Member of Parliament. This, my 
Lords, ought to be the Maxim of every King of this 
Country ; for if the contrary Maxim ſhould ever prevail, 
If the King ſhould lay it down as a Maxim, not to beſtow 
a Favour upon any one, or continue in Commiſhon a 
Officer, but ſuch as vote according to the Directions of his 
Miniſters, the Diſpoſal of the Poſts and Offices nec 
for the Support of our Government, muſt either be taken 
from the Crown, or the Crown will take from the Parlia- 
ment its Independency, and conſequently from our Con- 
ſtitution its Happineſs and Freedom; therefore I muſt be 
of Opinion, that it is a high Degree of 'Treaſon in any 
Miniſter to adviſe the King to lay down ſuch a Maxim, or 
to have any Regard to a Man's voting in Parliament, or at 
Elections, in the Diſtribution of thote Favours which the 
Crown has to beſtow, |. Ea 
That the Miniſter now propoſed to be removed is 
guilty of this Crime, is not only generally ſuſpected, but 
mult, I think, evidently appear to every one. who _— 
| 18 
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is well known to every Man in the Nation, and has 
confirmed by many flagrant Inſtances: in both Houſes of 


Parliament; and his Declarations have been ſo extraya. 


antly open, that he ſeem'd to brave the Conſtitution, and 
geh the Laws of his Country. No longer ago than laſt 
Seſſion but one, he declared openly, in the very Face of 2 
Houſe of Parliament, That he ſhould think him a y 
* pitiful Fellow of a Miniſter, who did not turn any Of. 
* ficer out of the Army, that endeavoured to make him le 
* a Miniſter, by oppoſing his Meaſures in Parliament. 
This, my Lords, was ſo ogen a Declaration of his erimi. 
nal Intentions, ſuch an avowed Attack upon the very Eſ- 
ſence of our Conſtitution, and delivered in ſuch a Place, 
that I am ſurprized it did not occaſion an immediate Im- 
8 From a Man who was no Miniſter, ſuch a 

eclaration might be conſidered only as a bare Opinion; 
but from a Man who was well known to be a Miniſter, 
and generally believed to be the ſole Miniſter, it was a 
great deal more than an Opinion. My Lords, it was an ou- 
vert Act, a direct Attack upon our Conſtitution, becauſe 
it was openly directing the Officers of the Army how to 
behave at Elections, and in Parliament: It was threatning 
them, that if they did not ſacrifice their Honour in Parlia- 
ment to his Favour, they ſhould their Commiſſions in 
the Army to his Reſentment. 

© Thank God! I was not a Member of the Aſſembly 
where theſe Words were ſpoken : I could not have heard 
them with Patience: J can fearcely repeat them with 
Patience; but I have, my Lords, 4 believe every one 
of your Lordſhips has as good Proof of ſuch Words be- 
ing uttered, and of their being uttered by this Miniſter 
too, as can be had of any ſuch Fact whatſoever; and if 
your Lordfhips believe this Fact, can you hefitate a Mo- 
ment about — his Majeſty to remove him from 
his Councils and Preſence for ever? My Lords, this ve- 


ry Declaration, if there were nothing elſe, has made it 


abſolutely inconſiſtent with our Conftitution for his Ma- 
jeſty to rep him any longer in his Service; for while 
he continues to be a Miniſter, no Man that has, or ex- 
&s any Poſt or Office under the Crown, can vote with 
reedom either at Elections or in Parliament. A Man 
may vote according to his Conſcience, let the Conſe- 


- quence be what it will; but no Man can be ſaid to 


vote freely, when he knows that his Subſiſtence, or a 
princ:pal Part of his Subſiſtance, depends upon his vot- 
ing againſt his Conſcience; therefore it is evident, _— 
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the Exiſtence of our Conſtitntion is by this Declaration Ano. 14 Geo It. 


rendered incompatible with the Exiſtence of this Man's 
miniſterial Power, and, I hope, no Lord of this Houſe 
will make the leaſt Doubt, which of theſe two Exiſtences 
ought to be put an End to. | OR 

7 Before this Declaration was made, my Lords, I ſuſ- 
peed that large Sums of the public Money had been 
applied, by this Minifter, towards gaining an undue and 
corrupt Influence both in Parliament and at Elections; 
and, indeed, every Man muſt have they ſame Suſpicion, 
who conſiders what large Sums have been granted by 
Parliament for Secret-Service- Money, and yet what a- 
ſoniſhing Ignorance our Miniſters have upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions appeared to be in, with regard to the Deſigns 
of foreign States. The ſame Suſpicion muſt likewiſe be 
entertained - by every Man who conſiders what a vaſt Ci- 
vil Liſt Revenue his preſent Majeſty enjoys, and yet with 
what Parſimony it is applied to every known and every 
laudable Purpoſe. But the Miniſter's making this De- 
claration ſo openly, and in ſuch an Aſſembly, has brought 
my Suſpicion in this reſpe& almoſt to a Certainty. I can 
make no Doubt, that a Miniſter capable of making ſuch 
a Declaration, is capable of applying the public Money 
to ſuch ſecret and unlawful Purpoſes; and I am convinc- 
ed, he would not have ventured to have made ſuch a 
Declaration, if he had not been well acquainted with 
the powerful Effects of Corruption, 


Now, my Lords, with regard to the Suſpicion of 


his having a Deſign, by the Continuance and Increaſe 
of uſeleſs Offices, and the Multiplicity of Penai Laws, 
to eſtabliſh in the Crown, or rather the Miniſters of the 
Crown, an abſolute and uncontroulable Power, I think his 
Deſign appears pretty plain from his own Declaration; 
for a Minuler that declares, he will turn any Officer out of 
the Army that ſhall dare to vote againſt his Meaſur-s in 
Parliament, will not ſcruple to turn any Civil Officer out 
of his Employment, or to execute rigorouſly a Penal Law 


againſt any Man that ſhall vote either in Parliament, 


or at the Elections, contrary to his Orders; and when. 
ſuch a Miniſter loads the Nation with uſeleſs Offices, 


or unneceſſary Penal Laws, we may eaſily ſee, that 


his Deſign is to render his Power uncontroulable, by ren- 
dering himſelf Maſter of a Majority of our Elections ; 
for though no Miniſter can, by any corrupt Means, ſe- 
cure a Majority in this Houſe, while it conſiſts of ſuch 


honourable Members as it does at preſent, yet if a _ 
: | 288 er 
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| Ang- 14 Geo. II. ſter ſhould once be ſecure of having always a Majority in 
1740. the other Houſe, your Lordſhips know, that by an En- 
| croachment, which is now become a Part of our Con- 
ſitution, a Miniſter that has pot the ſole Guidance of 
| his Sovereign, may ſecure to himſelf a Majority in this 
| Houſe ; and therefore, for the Sake of preſerving the Dig. 
nity and the Independency of this Houſe, we muſt 
| Care to preſerve the Dignity and Independenry of the 
| other. 
1 As for the Poſts and Offices in the abſolute Diſpoſal of 
| | the Crown, our preſent Miniſter, my Lords, had no great 
Occaſion to increaſe the Number of them; for the 
| | contracted in the two late heavy Wars, and the Taxes im- 
Poſed for the Payment of thoſe Debts, with a little miniſte. 
rial Art, had created ſuch a Multitude of new Commiſj. 
oners, Collectors, Superviſors, Accountants, Comptrollers, 
Exciſemen, Cuſtom-houſe Officers, and the like, that our 
| reſent Miniſter had no Occaſion to increaſe their Num- 
r. He had nothing to do but to turn them to that 
Uſe which no former Miniſter durſt venture to attempt, I 
mean that of influencing Elections; and yet a greater 
Number of | terks, and other inferior Officers, have been 
added, during his Adminiſtration, to almoſt every Board 
| in the Kingdom ; and during a long, peaceable' Admi- 
o miſtration, he has taken Care not to reduce or pay of 
111 any conſiderable Part of our Debts; becauſe if that had 
+ been done, ſome of our heavy Taxes muſt have been abo- 
liſhed, and this, of courſe, muſt have been attended with 
1 the Diſbanding thoſe Cfficers that were employed in the 
= Collection and Management of them. This, I am now 
+ convinced, has been one of his chief Views through the 
whole Courſe of his Adminiſtration ; and this mutt now 
afford many of your Lordſhips good Reaſon to condemn 
ſome of thoſe Meaſures you were formerly induced to 
. approve ; for no Man ought to think it beneath his 
Dignity to change his Opinion, either about Men or 
Meaſures, when the Conſequences. of the latter, or the 
future Behaviour of the former, furniſh him with ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſons for ſuch a Change. | 
© Then, my Lords, as to the Penal Laws that have been 
enacted, beſides thoſe that have been unſucceſsfully at- 
tempted, I believe no Miniſter, antient or modern, can 
rival our preſent Miniſter in this Particular. The Ex- 
ciſe Laws, which are the moſt proper for enlarging the 
Power of a Miniſter, becauſe the Penalties may be ex- 
ated, modified, or forgiven, according to his Pleaſure, 
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have been multiplied and enlarged to a great Degree ; Ann, 14 Geo. If, 


and if the Exciſe Scheme had met with Succeſs, I will 
venture to ſay, that no Man that dealt in Tobacco, and 
conſequently no Shap-keeper in any Country Town or 
Vilage in the Kingdom, would have dared to give his 
Vote at any Election contrary to the Orders of the Mi- 
nilter, ſignified to the poor Shop keeper by his Exciſeman. 
To pretend that the Clamours againſt this Scheme were 
raiſed by Smugglers and clandeſtine Dealers, is ſomething 
yery extraordinary. Does not the noble Duke remember, 
that Petitions came up againſt it from all the great trading 
Towns in the Kingdom ; and that thoſe Petitions were 
ſigged by the moſt eminent Merchants in all Sorts of Bu- 
imgk ? Does his Grace think, that there is not a fair Tra; 
der in the Kingdom, or that it is not the Intereſt of the 
fair Trader to prevent Smuggling? My Lords, if that 
Scheme had been contrived Re nothing but to prevent 
Smuggling, and had been thought effectual for that End, 
the very Perſons who petitioned againft it, would have 
petioned in its Favour : Inſtead of lighting up Bonfires at 
its being rejected, they would have been lighted up upon 
its being paſſed into a Law ; and inſtead of Miniſters and 
faber of Parliament, wt ſhould have had Thieves and 
— burnt in Effigy in all Parts of the King- 
om. 8 | | 

* But, my Lords, the trading Part of the Nation 
were not ſo blind, as to allow themſelves to be impoſed 
on by ſuch a thin Cobweb. They perceived the real 
Deſign of that Scheme. which was not to prevent Smug- 
gling, but to put it in the Power of the Miniſter to make 
a Smuggler of the moſt innocent Man in the Kingdom, if 
he dared to diſobey his Orders in Parliament or at Elec- 
tions; and whether this would not have affected our Li- 
berties, I ſhall leave to your Lordſhips to judge. But I 
muſt obſerve, that one of the Conſequences of that Scheme 
afforded us a moſt convincing Proof, how ridiculous it is 
to attack the Conduct of a Miniſter, or even the Con- 
dust of his Tools, whilſt he himſelf remains in the full 
Foſſeſſion of his Power. The Frequency of Smuggling, 
tie fraudulent Practices of Smugglers, and the Defects in 
the Laws againſt Smuggling, was the chief Argument 
made uſe of Þy the Patron of that Scheme and his Friends, 
for inducing Gentlemen to agree to it. On the other 
hand, the Merchants and their Friends alledged, that the 
Frequency of Smuggling was not owing to any Defect in 


the Laws, or in the preſent Methods of collecting the 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. public Revenues, but to the Frauds and Neglects of the 


1740. 


Cuſtom-houſe Officers, and the little Care taken by thoſe 


that had the Appointment and Superintendency of them. 
This the Merchants inſiſted on, and ſaid they could prove 
before a fair and impartial Tribunal. This brought on a 
Motion in the other Houſe, for appointing a ſecret and ſe- 
le& Committee, to be choſen by Ballot, for enquiring into 
the Abuſes and Frauds of the Cuſtoms. As our Miniſter, 


in his proper Department, has the chief Superinte 


of the Treaſury, and conſequently of the Cuſtoms, he 


- could not well oppoſe this Motion ; but he had ſuch an 


amazing Influence over that Houſe of Commons, that, 
notwithſtanding the Ballot, he got them to chuſe a Com- 
mittee conſiſting, I ſhall not ſay of the Miniſter's moſt 
obſequious Slaves, but I may 45 of his ſureſt Friends: 
Nay, the very Commiſſioners of the Treaſury themſelves, 
all, I believe, but the Miniſter, were choſen of that Com- 
mittee. That is to ſay, the Commiſſioners of the Trea- 
ſury, and a few of their moſt intimate Friends, were 
choſen by a Houſe of Commons, to enquire into the 
Conduct of the Commiſſioners of the Treafury, with re- 
gard to the Abuſes and Frauds of the Cuſtoms. Was not 
this, my Lords, a moſt glaring Inſtance of the Dependency 
of a Houſe of Commons upon a Miniſter ? Could the 


Merchants expect an impartial Hearing from ſuch a Com- 


mittee ? They never gave themſelves once the Trou- 
ble of attending; and according to Expectation, the En- 
quiry ended in a Juſtification of the Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury, and of their Deputies the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms ; but to the World could this be a Juſtification 
or a Vindication of the Characters either of the Princi- 
pals or Deputies ? On the contrary, it confirmed the Sul- 
picion of the Miniſter's having an undue Influence over 
that Houſe of Commons, and with me is a moſt un- 
anſwerable Argument for agreeing to this Addreſs, 
My Lords, if upon ſuch a well-founded Suſpicion of 
a Miniiter's having acquired to himſelf an undue Influ- 
ence in Parliament, and his declaring openly and expreſs 


ly that he would make uſe of ſuch an Influence, a Par- 


hament ſhould refuſe addreſſing the King to remove him, 
what would the People ſay of ſuch a Refuſal ? What 
could they expect from ſuch a Parliament? Would any 
Man be ſo mad as to bring a direct Accuſation againlt 
ſuch a Miniſter before ſuch a Parliament? Could any Man 
there expect to conviẽt ſuch a Miniſter upon the molt 
particular and the cleareſt Proofs that were ever laid — 
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fore any Tribunal? The certain Conſequence would be, a Ana. 14 Gee. II. 


judicial and formal Acquittal of the Miniſter, let his 
Crimes be never ſo heinous and manifeſt ; and a ſevere 
Parliamentary Sentence againſt-the Accuſer, let his Proofs 
be never ſo clear and connected. This will of courſe 
embolden not only our preſent Miniſter but all future 


Miniſters : Their Suſpicions of the People will daily in- 


creaſe: The Diſcontents may turn to Diſaffection: 


Their Deſpair of obtaining Redreſs may drive them 


to ſeek for it by violent Means ; and the Conſequence 
of this God alone can tell. Whereas your agreeing 
to this Addreſs can be attended with no bad Conſe- 
quence, either to- the Kingdom, or to the Miniſter if he 
be innocent; and if he be guilty, ſurely no one of Four 
Lordſhips would deſire to have him continued in Power. 
The Arguments I have hitherto made uſe of; are all 
drawn from the Suſpicions that lie „ our preſent Mi- 
niter, with regard to domeſtic Affairs; but, my Lords, 
with regard to foreign Affairs, the Suſpicions againſt him 
are of a more heinous Nature, and, if poſſible, they 
now ſeem to be better founded than the other. 
Our Miniſter by his Conduct in domeſtic Affairs, has 
rendered himſelf ſuſpected, and I think I have ſhewn 
jultly ſuſpected, of facrificing the Liberties and Conſti- 
tution of his Country to his own Power aud Grandeur, 
perhaps to his own Safety; but by his Conduct in fo- 
reign Affairs, he has rendered himſelf ſuſpected of fa- 
criicing the Honour, the Trade, the Navigation, nay, 


the very Being of his native Country, to the Intereſts 


and Views of its moſt antient, its moſt conſtant, its 
moſt dangerous Enemy. This, my Lords, was fo fully 
explained by the noble Lord who introduced this De- 
bate, that 7 ſhall only touch upon ſome 4 Cir- 
cumſtances by Way of Anſwer to What been ſaid 
by the noble Duke. It is long, it is many Years ſince 
ſome amongſt us ſuſpected, that our Councils were too 
much under the Influence of France. Theſe Suſpicions 


have every Day 1 Strength and grown more and 


more general, till now at laſt they are, by the Con- 
ſequences of our Conduct, I think, abſolutely confirmed. 
Will any one ſay, that the Affairs of Europe are now in 
a happy Situation? Will any one ſay, that- the Balance 
of Power in Europe is at preſent in no Danger; or that 
the Danger it is in can be eaſily removed? Will any one 
lay, that this Nation is in a happy State, when we are 
m imminent Danger of being obliged to ſacrifice our 
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without one Ally, to ſupport a War againſt the united 
Power of France and Spain? This is the preſent Si- 
tuation of Europe: This is the preſent Situation of this 
Nation ; and the noble Lord has ſhewn, that both are 
chiefly owing to our having kept up a Friendſhip and 
Correſpondence with France, at the Expence of our Honour, 
at the Expence of our 'Trade, and at the Expence of 
our moſt natural Ally. 

© The noble Duke was pleaſed to tell us, the Mi. 
niſter had no Share in the Council that adviſed the 
Treaty of Hanover. If this be true, and J am con- 


Ann. 14 Geo. II. Anerican Trade to the wild Pretenſions of 85 in, or, 


vinced the noble Duke thinks fo, it is one of the ſtrongeſt 


Arguments for agreeing to this Motion. That Manilter 
is now loaded with the whole Blame of that Treaty, and 
of all the fatal Conſequences that enſued: He can no 
Way remove this Load, but by laying himſelf open to 
a fair and impartial Inquiry into his Conduct, which 
never can be carried on, at leaſt the Nation will not 
belicve it can be carried on, as long as he has the Diſtri- 
bution of all the Favours 'and Rewards the Crown can 
beſtow, and of all the Penalties and Puniſhments the 
Crown can inflict; therefore, if he had any true R 

for his Character, he would voluntarily lay himſelf open 
to ſuch an Enquiry ; if his Friends have a ſincere Regard 
for him, they will take the moſt gentle Method for 
compelling him to do fo, which is , agreeing to the 
Addreſs propoſed. If they refufe to do fo, their affirm- 


ing, that their Friend had no Share in adviſing that 


Treaty, or any other fatal Meaſure, will ſignify nothing; 
for whatever your Lordſhips may do, I am ſure the Na- 
tion will not believe them. Fed 
But, my Lords, with regard to this Treaty of Ha- 
no der, the Miniſter and his Friends have, it ſeems, two 
Strings to their Bow: They firſt deny he had any Hand 
n it; and next, they endeavour to juſtify that Treaty, 
and all the Meaſures that were taken in Purſuance of it. 
The Account we had of a private Treaty between the 
Emperor and Spain was certainly true: By that Trea 
the Emperor put a high Affront upon this Nation, an 
Spain was to bring the Pretender upon us, to deſtroy 
our Trade, and to take Gibraltar and Port- Mabon from 
us: If we offered to reſent this Affront againſt the 


Fmperor, or to protect our Trade and minions 


agairſt Spain, the Emperor was to attack Hancwer: In 


this Situation we could have no Recourſe, no Reſuge, 
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Hanover: But can any Man be ſerious that now makes 
ife of ſuch Arguments? Without derogating in the leaſt 
from the Reipe&t due to his late Majeſty, for whoſe 
Memory I have the greateſt Regard, I will venture to 
afirm, there was no ſuch private Treaty between the 
Emperor and Spain. His late Majeſty was impoſed on 
by his Miniſters, and they were impoſed on, to ſay no 
worſe, by the Miniſters of France. This might be the 
Caſe, and by this his late Majeſty was induced to men- 
tion this Treaty in his Speech to his Parliament : But 
the Emperor could not be impoſed on: If he had figned 
ſuch a Treaty, he muſt have known it; and neither 
cou'd nor would have denied it ſo expreſsly and ſolemnly 
as he did. This Fact therefore being falſe, all the 
Reaſoning founded upon it muſt fall to the Ground, 
But, my Lords, ſuppoſe it were true: The Affront was 
atoned for, by the Emperor's denying that Treaty in the 
ſolemn Manner he did; and we might have guarded againſt 
the Danger without any Alliance with France, Neither 
the Trade nor the Dominions of Great-Britain could 
be in the leaſt Danger from any Attack Spain and the 
Emperor could make upon them ; and the Emperor 
could not attack Hanover without breaking through the 
fundamental Conſtitutions of the Empire, which would 
have brought all the Princes of the Germanic Body 
to our Afiſtance 3 and ſuch a Confederacy would have 
been ſufficient for protecting Hanover without the Help 
of France; which, inſtead of courting, we ought to 
have refuſed, becauſe their intermeddling in the Afairs 
of Germany, Will always be of dangerous Conſequence to 
the Balance of Power in Europe. : 

] am ſurprized, my Lords, to hear it now pretended, 
that the Affair of Thorn had the leaſt Share in drawing 
us into the Treaty of Hanover. That cruel Affair was, 
indeed, made uſe of both by France and us, for drawing 
the King of Praia into the Alliance; and accord- 
ingly there was a ſeperate Article for obtaining Reparation 
for what had. been done at Thorn, contrary to the 
Treaty of Oliva; but the King of Pruſſia ſoon perceived, 
or imagined he perceived, that neither France nor we 
were ſincere in that Article, therefore he deſerted the 
Alliance, and it is certain, that nothing was ever done 
in purſuance of that Article, becauſe the Intereſt of 
France was no Way concerned in performing it. yi 

wnere 


hit in an Alliance with France. Theſe, my Lords, are the Ann. x4 Geo. II. 
Arguments made uſe of for juſtifying the Treaty of 745. 


Ann. 14 Geo. II. where the Intereſt of France was concerned, we did a 


1740. 


( 690 ) 

reat deal more than we were. obliged to do by that 
reaty ; and when Spain declared War againſt us on 
that Account, we did not do ſo much as we ought to 
have _ becauſe it was not the Intereſt of France we 
ſhould. | 

© My Lords, it is fo evident, that our Miniſter has 
ſacrificed the Safety of Europe, and the Credit of his native 
Country with every one of its antient Allies, to the 
Friendſhip of France, that I ſhould be aſhamed to take 
up your Time with anſwering or expoſing the poor Excuſes 
that are made for his Conduct. If by that Means he 
had preſerved. the Tranquillity of his Country uninter- 
rupted, and made the proper Uſe of that uninterrupted 
'Tranquillity: Or if he had obtained from France a 
Settlement of the Diſputes ſtill ſubſiſting between the 
two Nations, or any Advantages for our Trade in that 

ingdom, it would have been ſome ſort of real Excuſe 
for his Conduct. But he has, at the Deſire of France, 
involved his Country in continual Broils either with Spain 
or the Emperor, and and from thence has taken Oc- 
caſion to load it with ſuch an — Expence, 
either for giving Weight to his fruitleſs Negotiations, 
or enforcing the Obſervance of his uſeleſs Treaties, that 
we are now as much, if not more, involved than we 
were at the End of the laſt heavy War; and during 


this whole Time, what has been the Behaviour of France 


towards us. They have been not only cramping our 
Trade in their own Dominions, but encroaching upon 


it in every other Part of the World. This is not all, 


my Lords : It is highly probable, that they have been 
underhand encouraging Spoin to interrupt our Trade and 
Navigation in the American Seas, at the fame 
Time threatening us, that if we attempted to do our- 
ſelves Juſtice, they would join with Spain againſt us. 
When we reflect upon this, my Lords, it is not poſ- 
fible to account for the Conduct of our Miniſter, from 
any Motives founded ** the Intereſt or Proſperity of 
this Kingdom From hence has ariſen a general Suſpi- 
cion, that from ſome private Motives of his own 
he has ſacrificed the Intereſts of his Country, and the 
Intereſts of Europe, to the cultivating of a dangerous 
Friendſhip and Correſpondence with France ; and this Sul- 


picion has greatly increaſed ſince the Commencement 


of the War with Hain. 


« If 
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© If we conſider the Intereſt of France, and the In- Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


tereſt of Britain, with regard to the Diſputes between 
Spain and us, we ſhall find them directly oppoſite to 
each other; and if we examine the Conduct of our 
Miniſter, either in his Negotiations for Peace, or his 
Proſecution of the War, we ſhall find that he has, 
without Variation, purſued the Intereſt of France, in 
Oppoſition to that of Great Britain. When Spatz 
firſt ſet up the Pretence of ſearching our Ships in the 
Seas of America, and confiſcating them, if they found 
any of thoſe Goods on board, which they were pleaſed 
to call contraband, it was eaſy to ſee, that till this Pre- 
tence was expreſsly given up, we could enjoy no free 
Trade or Navigation in that Part of the World, nor 
could there be any cordial Friendſhip between. Spain and 
us, which of courſe would be a great Detriment to our 
Trade, and conſequently a great . to the Trade 


of France. It was, therefore, the Intereſt of France to 


have this Diſpute remain unadjuſted as long as poſſible, 
it was the Intereſt of Britain to have it adjuſted, either 
by fair or foul Means, with the utmoſt Diſpatch : Con- 


ſequently it was the Intereſt of France to have the 


Negotiations between Spain and us, about this Point, 
protracted as long as poſſible ; and it was our Intereſt to 
fate plainly and clearly the Point in Queſtion, and to inſiſt 
upon a peremptory and ſpeedy Anſwer. According to 
this State of the Caſe, I ſhali leave your Lordſhips to 
judge, whether our Miniſter, in his Negotiations for 
Peace, purſued the Intereſt of France, or that of Great- 
Britain. But I muſt obſerve, that upon this Queſtion 
the Nation, the World, has already paſt Judgment; and 
if your Lordſhips Judgment ſhould be different, I muſt 
beg of you to conſider, what the Conſequence may be 
with regard to the Character of this Houſe, 

* It is well known, my Lords, that it was not our 
Miniſter that put an End to our Negotiations: It is 
well known, that he was forced into the War, The 
Spirit of the Nation made it abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
his perſonal Safety to treat any longer; and his Ma- 
jeſty's natural Genius concurring with the Spirit of the 
Nation, the Miniſter was obliged to give Way to the 
Torrent, and to ſeem at leaſt paſſive, by which Means 
a War was at laſt reſolved on. Let us now ſee, what 
was the Intereſt of France, and what was the Intereſt 


of Britain, with regard to the Proſecution of the War. 


It was the Intereſt of France, to have us proſecute the 


War 
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Am. 13 Geo. II. War in that Manner which would make it moſt te- 
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dious, leaſt advantageous to this Nation, and moſt bur. 
denſome and deſtructive to our Trade and Navigation: 
It was the Intereſt of Britain to proſecute it in that 
Manner which ſhould bring it to the ſpeedieſt Con- 
cluſion, which might bring the greateſt Advantage to 
this Country, and which might be the leaſt burden. 
ſome or deſtructive to our Trade. To bring the War 
to a ſpeedy Concluſion, and to reap ſome laſting Ad. 
vantage from it for the Nation, it was incumbent upon 
us to prepare, as ſoon as it was reſolved on, for ſend. 
ing a powerful Fleet, with a ſufficient Number of Land. 
Forces on board, to America, in order to make as many 
Conqueſts there as poſſible; and to have ſent another 
Fleet to the Mediterranean and Coaſts of Spain, with 
a Number of Land-Forces on board ; not to make 
Conqueſts, but to make Incurſions, in order to haye 


kept them in continual Alarms, and to prevent their 


being able to ſend any Reinforcements to their Settle- 
ments in America: And to make the War as little 
burdenſome or deſtructive to our Trade as poſſible, we 
ought to have fitted out no more large Ships than we 
had abſolutely occafion for; but as many ſmall Ships 
and Sloops of War as poſſible, for protecting our Trade, 
by intercepting and deſtroying the Enemy's Privateers ; 
and in order to draw away as few Seamen as poſſible 
from the Merchant Service, we ought to have begun 
with giving great Encouragement for able-bodied Land- 
men to enter into his Majeſty's Sea Service, and to have 


accepted of all ſuch as offered to enter. 


© Theſe, my Lords were the Methods by which we 
ought to have begun and proſecuted the War, if the 
Intereſt of Great Britain had been conſidered or pur- 
ſued ; and if theſe Methods had been taken, the War 
might have been over before this Time; for Spain would 
have found itſelf under a Neceſſity of ſubmitting to our 
Terms. I need not explain to your Lordſhips what 
we have done, or have not done; for every Man in Bri- 
tain knows, that we began and proſecuted the War by 
Methods directly contrary. to theſe. Every one knows 
that we have hitherto proſecuted the War in that Manner 
which muſt make it tedious, in that Manner which 
can bring no Advantage to this Nation, and in that 
Manner which has been vaſtly burdenſome and de- 
ſtructive both to our Trade and Navigation; and there- 


fore, every one muſt conclude that our Miniſter has, — 
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the Proſecution of the War, as well as in the Negotia- Ann. 74 Geo. UI. 
tions for Peace, had a View to the Intereſt of France, in 
Oppoſicion to that of his native Country. When this is 
the Concluſion made by moſt Men in the Kingdom, can 
we ſuppoſe, that our People will p: y their. Taxes wich 


Pleaſure, or that the War can redound to the Honour or 
Advantage of this Kingdom, whilſt this Miniſter has the- 
Direction of our Affairs? When the Affairs of Earope are 
at ſuch a Criſis, when the Affairs of this Nation are in 
ſuch a tickliſh Situation, can any Lord in this Houſe 
ſcruple addreſſing his Majeſty to remove a Miniſter who 
has ſhewn by his Conduct, both in Peace and War, that 
he regards nothing but the Intereſt and Friendſhip of our 
reatelt Rival and moſt inveterate Enemy? What may 
_ been his Motives for holding ſuch a Conduct, I ſhall 
not pretend to determine; but if they proceed from nothing 
but Weakneſs, it muſt be a Weakneis of a moſt extraor- 
dinary Nature: Of ſuch a Nature as muſt render him 
very unfit for having the chief Direction of the Affairs of 
ſuch a powerful Nation at ſuch a critical ConjunQure ; 
and therefore, even ſuppoſe his whole Miſconduct to 
proceed from Weakneſs alone, it is a ſufhcient Reaſon for 
our addreſſing his Majeſty to remove him. | NAA 

But I'm afraid, my Lords, his Miſconda& does not 
altogether proceed from Weakneſs. He knows he is ge- 
nerally hated by the People of his own Country: He 
knows he has been long hated by them: He knows, 
that nothing but the Favour of the Crown protects him 
againſt their Reſentment ; and as that may fail him, or 
may be withdrawn, he is, perhaps, courting an Aſylum 
amongſt the Enemies of his Country, If this be the 
Cafe, how unhappy will this Nation be, in caſe your 
Lordſhips ſhould refuſe agreeing to the Addreſs propoſed ? 
The Pe. ple will not think your Refuſal proceeds from his 
I»nocence, or your Approbation of his Conduct. How- 
erer groundleſsly, they will think your Refuſal proceeds 
rom that very Crime of which he is ſo generally ſuſpected:; 
and this will increaſe their Hatred towards him, which 
mult neceſſarily increaſe his Attachment to the Views, and 
his Obedience to the Orders of thoſe from whom he ex- 
pects Protection in Caſe of Diſtreſs. How fatal may the 
Conſequence of this be to Europe at this critical Conjunc- 
ture? What an irrecoverable Ruin may it bring upon 
this Nation? I ſhall add no more, but beg, that, upon 
tais important Occaſion, your Lordſhips would have a due 
Regard to the Intereſt of Europe in general, to the Intereſt 
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| Rake Geo. IT. of your native Country in particular, to the Safety of the 


King, the Satisfaction of the People, and to the Honour 
and Dignity of this auguſt Aſſembly. 


The Lord Chancellor. 


The Lord Cha- . My Lords, in all Conteſts of a political Nature, ve 
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' ought to diſtinguiſh between thoſe that proceed merely 
from a Difference in Opinion with . regard to the public 
Good, and thoſe which proceed from private Views and 
rſonal Animofities. In every Country where Men have 
eave to expreſs their Sentiments freely, there will be 
Conteſts about every public Meaſure that can be propoſed 
or purſued, becauſe when there is no Demonſtration, nei- 
ther of one Side nor the other, which is the Caſe in all po- 
litical Diſputes, there will be a Difference of Opinion. 
Even in the moſt arbitrary Countries there muſt be a 
Difference of Opinion ; but that Difference cannot appear, 
or occaſion any Conteſt, becauſe thoſe who happen to dil- 
approve of the public- Meaſures, dare not expreſs, much 
Teſs publiſh the Reaſons for their Diſappobation. There- 
fore in every Country where a free Government is eſla- 
bliſhed, every Time muſt be a Time of political Alterca- 
tion ; but thoſe Times only are to be called troubleſome 
and factious, when the political Conteſts proceed from pri- 
vate Views and perſonal Animoſities; and if by this Rule 
we examine the Times when ſuch Addreſſes as this now 
under our Conſideration have been agreed to by either 
Houſe of Parliament, I believe we ſhall find Cauſe to con- 
clude, that moſt of them were troubleſome and factious 
Times, and that thoſe Troubles and Factions did not fo 
oiten ariſe from the extraordinary Weakneſs or Wickednels 
of the Miniſters, as from the private Views and perſonal 

Animoſities of thoſe that oppoſed them. 
- © Miniſters, my Lords, are not infallible, no more than 
other Men; and they are liable to the fame Paſſions and 
Affections with the reſt of their Species. As every Man in 
the World would, I believe, deſire to have the Affection and 
Eſteem of his Countrymen, rather than their Hatred and Con- 
tempt, therefore, both in Charity, and from the Nature of 
Mankind, we ought to ſuppoſe, that Miniſters do the beſt 
they can for the public Good ; but as they are human, they 
mult be guilty of Overſights, Miftakes, and Failings, which 
will be overlook'd by every good Subject; and when not 
very extraordinary, will be forgiven by every Man that is 
not their perſona] Enemy, nor poſſeſſed with an immode- 
rats 
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rate Ambition of ſucceeding them in their Places. For this Aun. 14 Geo, I 


Reaſon, no Man ought ever to think, and much leſs ought 
either Houſe of Parliament, to think of coming to ſuch an 
Extremity, as to addreſs the King to remove any one of 
his Miniſters, unleſs it appears, not only that he has a pre- 
vailing Influence in his Majeſty's Councils, but alſo, that he 
has been guilty of ſome enormous Crime, or of ſuch a Se- 
ries of Miſconduct, as evidently ſhews him to be a very 
weak Man. This, I ſay, ought be our Rule, with regard 
to addreſſing our Sovereign to diſmiſs any of his Miniſters ; 
and in this we ſhall be confirmed, if we conſider the many 
Difficulties that Miniſters have to encounter, and the many 
perſonal Enmities they muſt neceſſarily incur. 

* In this, as well as in all other Countries, my Lords, 
the People expect to be protected in their legal Rights, 
and the free Enjoyment of their Properties: They expect 
to have Juſtice diligently, faithfully, and impartially 27 
niſtred at home, and to be preſerved from Invaſions, In- 
roads, and Piracies from abroad. This they expect from 
their Miniſters and Governors, but they have very ill 
Will to contribute either the Trouble, or the Expence, 
that is neceſſary for procuring them this Protection; and, 
for this Reaſon, they are, in all Countries, extremely a 
to find fault with, and clamour againſt the Conduct of their 
Governors, which makes it but too eaſy to raiſe a general 
Complaint againſt the Conduct of the beſt ſort of Gover- 
nors ; and no Governor, or Miniſter, can ever want per- 
ſonal Enemies, who will be ready, upon all Occaſions, to 


criticiſe his Conduct, to magnify and ſet in the moſt glaring + 


Light the little Failings he may be guilty of, and to propa- 
gate Murmurings and Diſcontents among the People. For 
this Purpoſe, we muſt allow, I ſay, that no Miniſter can ever 
want perſonal Enemies, eſpecially if we conſider the ſeve - 
ral ſelfiſh Motives Men may have for becoming the pro- 
feſſed or the ſecret Enemies of a Miniſter. All Men in ſu- 
2 Stations, are, we know, expoſed to the Envy of thoſe 

low them; and every Man that is governed by this male - 
volent Paſſion, muſt, of courſe, become the profeſſed, or 


the ſecret Enemy of a Miniſter. Others, again, are entirely 


governed by their Ambition, and are very apt to become 
Enemies to a Miniſter, becauſe they ſuppoſe him to have 
been the Cauſe of their not meeting with Succeſs in ſoms 
unreaſonable Suit they made to their Sovereign. But of all 
the Sources of Diſcontent and perſonal Enmity againſt a Mi- 


niſter, the greateſt is that which, in this Debate, has been 


ſuppoſed to be his chief Support ; I mean, my Lords, the 


Diſpoſal of Poſts and Offices in our Government; for there 
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Anh. 14 Geo. II. are always Five or. Six, ſometimes a Dozen of Candidates, 


for almoſt every Poſt or Place any Miniſter can have in his 
Diſpoſal : Of theſe, but one can have it; and if the dif. 
appointed Candidates are not Men of great Moderation, 
they, of courſe, become perſonal Enemies to the Miniſter, 
ould are diligent in propagating every popular Cry againſt 
him. 888 . 
Thus, your Lordſhips may ſee, that no Miniſter can ever 
be without a Maltitude of perſonal Enemies, who, upon all 
Occaſions, will be ready to propagate what the People are 
too apt to believe, That their Buſineſs has been ill conduct- 
ed, or that they have been put to a much greater Expence 
than was neceſſary; for, in this Caſe, Miniſters or Magi- 
ſtrates may be very properly compared to Attorneys or Sol- 
licitors in Law Affairs. Whilſt the Law-Suit goes on, and 


the Attorney brings in no Bill of Fees and Diſburſements, 


the Client is perfectly ſatisfied with his Conduct; but if 
the Cauſe meets with any unexpected Delay, or bad Suc- 
ceſs, tho? it be entirely owing to the Nature of the Caſe, 
the Client then begins to exclaim againſt the Conduct of his 


Attorney; and even when the Cauſe meets with the beſt 


Succeſs, and is brought to a happy Iflue, yet the Client ge- 


nerally finds fault with his Attorney's Bill, and ſeidom pays 
it without murmuring. The Caſe is, in this Country, the 


ſame between the People and the King's Miniſters, - If any 
National Affair mig", or meets with any croſs Accident, 
it is always, tho” often without Reaſon, imputed to the ill 
Conduct of the Adminiſtration ; and when the Sums neceſ- 
ſary for the public Service come to be provided for, and paid, 
the People are always apt to complain. Theſe Complaints 
Miniſters have at all Times been expoſed to; and our pre- 
ſent Miniſters are more expoſed to ſuch Complaints, than 
any of their Predeceſſors ; Doranie the People. of this Na- 
tion are now burdened with many 'Taxes, for the Payment 
of Debts our preſent Miniſters never incurred, which, of 
courſe, makes the People the more unwilling to comply 
with thoſe Payments that are abſolutely neceſſary for the cur- 
rent Service. | 
My Lords, it is eaſy to ſay, that a great Part of our 
Debts might have been paid off, but I defy any Man to 
ſhew me how any greater Part of them might have been 
E off, than has actually been, without TS new or 
avier Taxes upon the People ; becauſe the free Revenue, 
or that Part of the public Revenue which is not mortgaged 
to the Civil-Liſt, or for the Payment of old Debts, is not 
ſufficient for anſwering the annual Expence ; and thereſore 
at has been neceſſary, almoſt every Year, to apply * 


„% NT = 5 
part, or the Whole of the Sinking Fund, for the current Ann. 14 Geo. I. 
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- * 


ts cervice ; Which the Parliament had a Right to do, and which 374% ... 

. the Parliament has always, when neceſſary, thought more * 
n, roper to be done, than to load the People with any new 

r, or additional Tax; and no public Expence has been incur- 

| red, but what was at the time thought neceſſary for the 


public Safety. If Armies have been kept up, or augment- 
ed: If Squadrons have been fitted out, or Foreign Troops 
taken, or kept in Pay ; it was, in my Opinion, neceſſary, 
according to the. Circumſtances the Nation was then in, and 
T have always had the good Luck to ſee my Opinion con- 
firmed by the Majority of both Houſes of Parliament. If 
our Armies had not been kept up and augmented, or if Squa- 
drons had not been fitted out, as often as Occaſion required, 
] am convinced we ſhould have been invaded, or ſome of 
our Allies ſwallowed up, and the Balance of Power quite 
overturned, long before this Time ; but all ſuch Attempts 
have been prevented by the Expence we have occaſionally 
put ourſelves to; and the good Effect of that Expence is 
now, by a very prepoſterous Way of arguing, made a Pre- 
tence for ſaying the Expence was unneceſſary, becauſe we 
were in no Danger; tho' the Danger was fully made ap- 
pear to Parliament at the Time the Expence was incurred, 
and will ſtill appear to every Man who conſiders the Cir- 
cumſtances of the Affairs of Europe at the reſpective Times 
we put ourſelves to any extraordinary Charge. e AR 
As the Danger this Nation was in of an immediate At- 
tack, in Purſuance of the Treaty of Vienna between the 
Emperor and Spain, has been fully ſpoke to by other Lords, 
in this Debate, and, I think, made evident, if any Re- 
liance is to be had upon what his late Majeſty ſo ſolemnly \ 
declared to his Parliament, I ſhall wave giving your Lord- 
ſhips any farther Trouble upon that Head. But will any 
Lord ſay, the Dutch were in no Danger? Will any Lord 
ſay, the French were in no Danger of an immediate At- 
tack from the Conſequences of that Treaty? My Lords, 
we know there was a Conteſt then ſubſiſting, and ready to 
break out into a Flame, between the Emperor and the 
Dutch, in relation to the Oſtend Eaſ?-India Company: We 
likewiſe know, that by an expreſs Article in that Treaty, 
the King of Spain promiſed, that if the Ships of the Sub- 
jects of his Imperial Majeſty ſhould be attack'd, on either 
Side of the Line, he would make it a common Cauſe with 
his Imperial Majeſty to revenge and redreſs the Injuries and 
Damages ſuſtained. And allo we know, that the Datch 
were reſolved ro attack and ſeize, as they had a Right to 
do, any of the Offend Ships they found trading = 5 
| alle 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. Eaſt Indies, which if they had done, it is not to be queſ- 
1240. tioned, but that War would have been immediately d | 
| againſt them by the Emperor, and in Purſuance of this 

| Article, the Emperor would have been aſſiſted by Spain. 

| | Could we, my Lords, fit ſtill and ſee the Dutch over. run 
| by the Emperor and Spain? If we had done fo, it would 
=_ have drove the Dutch into the Arms of France; and if we 

i | had no Way intermeddled, the Conſequence of this War 

=_ might have been fatal to the Balance of Power in Europe. 

* From hence, my Lords, I think it is evident, that the 

Dutch were in Danger of an immediate Attack from the 

e n of this Treaty. But * they had been 
min no Danger, ſuppofe France only had been in Danger of 

| an immediate Attack, even that Attack might have neceſſarily 
| mvoly'd this Nation in a War, and, probably, would have 
in done fo, in order to preſerve the Balance of Power, which 
might have been overturned by the too great Succeſs of either 
iff Party engaged in that War, and eſpecially if the Succeſs had 

- Wh | happened to be upon the Side of France. If this had beenthe 

4 Caſe, France would, probably, have attacked Spain in the 

W:R- Indies; and thofe amongſt us, who are now ſo poſitive 

that France ought not to interpoſe, in order to prevent our 

making Conqueſts upon pain in the Weft- Indies, would 
then, I believe, have been very apt to find fault with our 

Miniſters, if they had quietly allowed the French to take Poſ- 

ſeſſion of any Part of the Span Settlements in America. 

It is therefore certain, that we muſt have been involved 
in any War that could break out in Conſequence of this 

Treaty at Vienna; and, I think, it is as certain, that either 

this Nation, France, or Holland, would have been attacked 

in purſuance of this Treaty, if it had not been for the 

Treaty of Hanswer, and the Meaſures we afterwards took, 

for preventing the Return of the Span; Galleons. Conſe- 

quently, no Fault can be found with any Expence we put 
ourſelves to in purſuance of that 'Treaty, becauſe it pre- 
| ſerved the Tranquillity of Europe, and thereby prevented 

3 our being obliped to put ourſelves to a much greater Ex- 

= pence. By the Treaty of Hanover, the Emperor found 

3 himſelf under a Neceſſity of giving up the Ofend Company, 

if and the Court of Spain were obliged to give up all their 

Views of Reſentment againſt this Nation, as well as againſt 

the Court of France ; and when this was done, it was the 

Intereſt of this Nation to re-eſtabliſh a good Underſtanding 

with Spain as ſoon as poſſible ; and, for that Purpoſe, to re- 

frain from thoſe Acts of Hoſtility which we might have 
committed, and had a Right to commit, upon their be- 


ginning Hoſtilities againſt us. For this Reaſon, and becauſe 
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we knew it was not in their Power to do us any conſidera- Ann 
ble Injury, I muſt ſtill think, it was prudent in us to deſpiſe _ 
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their Reſentment, by not returning the Hoſtilities they com- 


mitted; for, by this Means, we reſtored Peace between the 
two Nations much ſooner than we could otherwiſe have 
done, and obtained all we could deſire by the Treaty of 
Seville. | 
« I am really ſurprized, my Lords, to hear ſo much 
Fault found with the Treaty of . Seville : It has once al- 
ready had the Approbation of the Parliament, and it de- 
ferved that Approbation ; for we had at that Time nothi 
to aſk from Spain but a Renewal and Confirmation of for- 
mer Treaties, and Reparation for the Merchant Ships of 
this Nation they had unjuſt'y ſeized and confiſcated ; and 
both thefe we obtained Stipulations for in as explicit Terms 
as could be made uſe of; ſo that if the Spaniards have con- 
tinued their Depredations, and if our Merchants have met 
with no Reparation, it is not owing to that Treaty, but to 
a Breach of Faith — On your 1 which 2 not 
be foreſeen nor guarded againſt any Treaty, or by an 
Method I a think of, but that 5 aver 8 at Peach v4 
in Friendſhip with ſuch a faithleſs Nation ; and this, I am 
fure, no Man would adviſe, that underſtands and has a Re- 
gard for the Trade of this Kingdom. 


As to the Introduction of 6500 Spani/o Troops, in- 


ſtead of Neutral, into the ſtrong Places of Tuſcany, Parma, 
and PlacentFr, a noble Duke has already rightly obſerved, 
that the difference was of no real Signification to the Em- 
feror, nor could it give the leaſt Encouragement for Spain 
to attack him in /zaly. It was not the Introduction of 
thoſe Troops that occaſioned the War in 1733: It was 
the Court of Vienna's having given Offence to the Court 
of France, by interiering ſo much as they did in the E- 
lection of a King of Poland, that gave Occaſion to that 
War, and encouraged the Spaniards to attack the Emperor 
in Italy; for as the Emperor had himſelf given Riſe to that 
War, the Spaniards knew, that the maritime Powers did 
not think themſelves obliged to aſſiſt him, and from thence 
they found they might ſend what Troops they pleaſed to 
Italy. In this War, my Lords, it is very certain, the Dutch 
did not think themſelves oblig'd to have any Concern, tho? 
they had guaranteed the Pragmatic Saction as well as we, 
and if we had thought otherwiſe, it would have been ve 

imprudent in us to engage in that War without the Dutch. 
But tho' it was neither prudent nor neceſſary for us to en- 


ge immediately in that War, yet both the Dutch and we 


pre- 


oreſaw that it might become neceſſary, in order wy 
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 Erfal, and France no more powerful at the Time of the 


was neceſſary for both of us to provide for the worſt, by 
making ſuch Preparations as might enable us to engag 

with Vigour, as ſoon as either of the Parties began to puh 
their Succeſs farther than was conſiſtent with that Balance, 


- which juſtifies the Expence we put ourſelves to upon that 
Occaſion; and accordingly the Preparations we made at 
that Time had their defired Effect, by making France and 


its Allies conſine their Views within thoſe Bounds, and put 
a Stop to the Progreſs of their Arms in the Midſt of Vic- 


tory, and when it was not in the Power of the Emperor 
to prevent their puſhing their Conqueſts as far as they had 


.a Mind. 5 5 
And with regard to our Diſputes with Spain, it is 


very well known, my Lords, that they could not at that 


Time afford us any Pretence for engaging in the War. 
The Spaniards had given us no new Cauſe of Complaint: 


On the contrary, the King of Spain had but the Year be. 


fore ſent expreſs Orders to his Governors in America not 
to moleſt any Engliſb Ship in thoſe Seas, that did not ap. 
pear to be concerned in any illicit Trade; and as to paſt 

njuries, our Commiſſaries were then in Spain, and we 
had Reaſon to hope for a full Reparation as ſoon as the 
Account could be adjuſted, which from the very Nature 
of the Caſe could not be done in a ſhort Time, becaufe 
it depended upon thoſe Proofs and Vouchers, which were 
to be tranſmitted from America to Europes and when 
any of thoſe Proofs or Vouchers wanted an Explanation, 
it became neceſſary to ſend back to America for it, and 


to wait the Return before any Thing could be determined. 


This plainly ſhews the Reaſon why our Negotiations with 
Stain were ſo tedious, and why it took up ſuch a lon 
Time before we could be aſſured, whether that Court es. 
or would not do us Juſtice by fair Means. 

Thus, I think, it appears, my Lords, from the whole 
Tenor of our late Conduct, that our Miniſters have at no 
Time put the Nation to any Expence but what was neceſſary 
from the Circumſtances the Affairs of E wy were then in; 
and that the only Fault they have been guilty of, has been, 
their preſerving the Nation in a continual State of Peace 
and Tranquillity, without ſuffering any material Alteration 
to be made in the political Syſtem of Affairs in Europe; 
for as the Emperor, or at leaſt the Houſe of Auſtria, got 
Tuſcany, Parma, and Placertia in lieu of Naples and Sictiy, 
and as France had before the Command, - and even the 
Poſſeſſion. of the Duchy of Lorain whenever they pleaſed, 
J muſt infiſt upon it, that the Houſe of Auſtria was as pow 


late 
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i late Emperor's Death, as at any Time for twenty Years Ann. 14 Gen 11. 
paſt. The E mperor's unexpected Death, and the Diſputes 17495 
| that have ariſen, and are like to ariſe among the Princes o. *®- 
| the Empire upon that fatal Emergency, has, tis true, 


made a great Alteration in the Affairs of Europe; but this 
will not, I hope, be imputed to the Weakneſs or Wicked- 
neſs of our Miniſters, or to any improper Complaiſance they 
have ſhewn for the Court of France. 

From the Conduct of our ſovereign Affairs; therefore, 
no Man can have Reaſon to ſuſpect our Miniſters of having 
Deſigns inconſiſtent with the Intereſt or Welfare of their 
Country; and as no unneceſſary or oppreſſive Laws have 
been paſs'd, nor any one Inſtance of a Law's being wreſted 
towards the Oppreſſion of their Enemies, notwithſtanding 
the many unprecedented. Provocations they have met withz 
no Man can have the leaft Reaſon to ſuſpect their having 
Deſigns againſt the Liberties of the People; nor can 1, 
my Lords, believe, that ſuch Suſpicions as the noble Duke 

was pleaſed to mention, are entertained by any great Num- 
ber of Men in the Kingdom. As. by my Office I am obli- 
ged to converſe with Numbers of Men who have no De- 
pendence upon the Court, if there were ſuch general Suſs 
picions, I ſhould think, I muſt have heard of them: and 
yet I can freely declare, I never heard any one fignify his 
having ſuch Suſpicions, either againſt the Miniſter whoſe 
Conduct is now under our Confideration, or againſt any one 
other of his Majeſty's Servants. But ſuppoſe there were 
ſuch Suſpicions: Suppoſe they were as general as has been 
repreſented ; I have ſhewn very good Reaſons why they 
ſhould not be of ſuch Weight as to prevail with us to fix aft 
indelible Mark of Infamy upon a Miniſter's Character, by 
addreſſing his Majeſty to remove him from his Councils and 
Preſence for ever. I have ſhewn how apt the People are 
to find Fault with the Conduct of Miniſters, and how ready 
to believe every Story publiſhed againſt them: I have ſhewn, 
what a Number of perſonal Enemies every Miniſter muſt 
neceſſarily have, and how induſtrious they will be to pro- 
pagate falſe Rumours, and inflame the Jealouſy. of the 
People. By the Induſtry of a Miniſter's perſonal Enemies, 
eſpecially in this Country, where every Man may not only 
ſay, but print and publiſh almoſt whatever he pleaſes, and 
by the willing Credulity of the People in ſuch Caſes, Sufs 
picions may be raiſed and agated ſo as to become. ge- 
neral, without the leaſt Foundation; and therefore, thoſe 
general Rumours or Suſpicions can never be a. proper ar 
juſt Foundation for any Reſolution in Parhament, and much 
leſs for a Reſolution that makes a Man appear upon Record 
as a weak or wicked Miniſter. 85 | | 

1740, 4 * 5 Whatever 
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Lords, the Parliament ſhould have a very ſolid Foundatig, 
before they expreſs their Suſpicions by ſuch a ſtanding Reſo- 
lution ; and therefore, I hope your Lordihips will give me 


Leave to ſhew, that there is not the leaſt Foundation for. 


any of the Suſpicions that have been mentioned. To ima. 
gine or ſuppoſe, that any one Miniſter —_ engroſſes the 
a 


r of his Sovereign, and uſurps the ſole Di of all the 
Favours of the Crown, is, I am ſure, no Coun 


pliment to 
the King upon the Throne, and it is a Suppoſition that can 
be made by no Man, who has the Honour of knowing any 
Thing of his preſent Majeſty's Character. His Ears, m 

Lords, it is well known, are open not only to all his Mi. 
niſters, but to all his Subjects. He is as ready to hear their 
Complaints, as he is willing to redreſs their Grievances; 
and never does beſtow any Favour without examining, as 
far as his high Station will give him Leave, into the Cha- 


racter of the Perſon recommended. The Miniſter whoſe 


Conduct and Character is now under our Conſideration, has 
certainly a great Share of his Majeſty's Confidence : but 
this does not ee from any blind Attachment to him, 
but from the Experience his Majeſty has had of his Fide- 
lity and Wiſdom; and to thoſe who have the Honour to 
be near his Majeſty's Perſon, or in his Councils, it is very 


well known, that this Miniſter's Recommendation does not 


always ſucceed, nor does his Opinion always prevail in 


Council; for a Candidate has often been preferred in Op- 


ſition to the Candidate recommended by him, and many 

hings have been reſolved on in Council contrary to his 
Sentiments and Advice. Nay, this the noble Lords who 
ſupport this Motion ſeem to acknowledge, when they ſay, 
that the preſent War was reſolved on contrary to his Advice; 
and therefore, I am ſurprized, they ſhould charge him with 
being the ſole Author of every Step of our Conduct for ſo 
many Years paſt. | 

For this Reaſon, the Honourable Gentleman aimed at 
by this Motion, can no Way be charged with having ſolely 
engrofled the Ear of his Sovereign, nor can his preſent Ma- 
jeſty's known Character admit of ſuch a Charge againſt any 
Man in the Kingdom ; and as to the Poſts, Offices, and 
other Favours in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, it is very well 
known, that he never attempts to recommend any Perſon 


gireRty to his Majeſty, but ſuch as are ſolliciting for ſome- 


thing belonging particularly to his own Department. In- 
deed, as there is and ought, and always will be, under a 
wiſe King, a very good Correſpondence between his Ma- 


jeſty's Miniſters, they often recommend to one another; 


and when a Gentleman of the Army, Navy, or any _ 
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Sort of Buſineſs, thinks he has a Title to the Favour of this Ann, 14 Geo. IIs: 


Miniſter, he may, 22 apply to him for his Redom- 
mendation, not to the Crown, but to the Miniſter or great 
Officer whoſe Buſineſs and Duty it is to recommend to his 
Majeſty the moſt fit and proper Perſon for the Office or Em- 
ployment then to be diſpoſed of. Thus, my Lords, we 
may ſee, that this Miniſter's Levee may be crowded with 
Suitors of all Sorts of Characters, without his uſurping the 
Diſpoſal of any of the Favours of the Crown, except ſuch. 
as particularly belong to his own Province. 

I ſhail grant, my Lords, it is in the general a right 
Maxim for the King not to take Notice of, or have any 
Regard to a Gentleman's Behaviour in Parliament, with 
reſpe&t to the Diſtribution of thoſe Favours, which the 
Crown has to beſtow. But even this Maxim may admit 
of ſome Exceptions. We know there is in the ar” er a 
Party of profeſſed Jacobites ; we know there is likewiſe-a Par- 
ty of profeſſed Republicans. I do not ſay there are any of 
either of theſe Parties now in Parliament; but if they ſhould 
get into Parliament : If they ſhould there purſue Jacobite 
or Republican Schemes ; and if any of the Officers of 
the Army, or any Civil Officer ſhould, by his Behaviour 
in Parliament, countenance and ſupport ſuch Schemes, I 
believe it will not be ſaid, that the King ought not to 
take Notice of ſuch Behaviour in Parliament: I believe 


it will not be ſaid, that it would be any Encroachment 


upon our Conſtitution, ſhould he turn ſuch Officers out 
of his Service on Account of that Behiaviour. 

* This, I ſay, my Lords, will, I believe, be allowed to 
be an Exception from the general Rule ; but I am far from 


applying this to any Caſe that has lately happened; nor 


do 1 think, that his preſent Majeſty ever diſmiſſed any one 
from his Service, on Account of his Behaviour in Parlia-- 
ment ; for his Majeſly may have many Reaſons for diſmiſ- 
ſing an Officer, either Civil or Military, which no Way re- 


late to his Behaviour in Parliament; and if any Officer hap- 


pens to have a Seat in Parliament, I hope t will not be 
ſaid, that his Majeſty muſt not, for that Reaſon, diſmiſs 
him on account of a Miſbehaviour he may be guilty of in 
ſome other Reſpect. But whatever Reaſons his Majeſty 
may at any Time have to make uſe of that Prerogative, 
which gives him a Power to diſmiſs an Officer ſrom his Ser- 
vice, I am convinced he will not, nor will he allow any 


Miniſter to adviſe him to make uſe of this Prerogative, for 


preventing a Member's declaring his Sentiments freely about 
any Meafare of Government, provided he does it with that 
Decency which is due to the Crown, and without any fac- 
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Subject under Debate. 
« As to the Decaration ſaid to have been made in the 0. 
ther Houſe by the Miniſter whoſe Conduct is now 


to be ſtigmatized by a Reſolution of this, your E 


know it is not regular in us to take Notice of any Thi 

ſaid or done in the other Houſe. Words are apt to be mil- 
underſtood, and are ſeldom faithfully repeated; therefore I 
cannot eaſily believe, that this Miniſter expreſſed himſelf 


exactly in the Terms repreſented. If he had, I am con- 


vinced they would have been taken Notice of in a proper 
Way, by ſome of the Members of the other Houſe ; and 
we ſhould then, probably, have heard of them in a proper 
Manner. For this Reaſon, I ſay, my Lords, I cannot ea- 
fily believe, that -the Honourable Gentleman whoſe Cha. 
racter is now in Queſtion, made ſuch a Declaration as has 
been mentioned to us in this Debate, but am fully con- 
vinced, that what he ſaid upon that Occaſion has been 
miſrepreſented to the noble Duke, who has made uſe of it 


as an Argument for our agreeing to this Motion. Howe- 


ver, ſuppoſe he had made uſe of theſe very Words which 
have been repeated to us, I ſhould not think it confiſtent 
with the known Juſtice and Impartiality of this Houle, to paſs 
ſuch a ſevere Sentence upon him as is now propoſed, with- 
out firſt hearing him in his own Defence, and allowing him 
an Opportunity to explain himſelf ; and I am the rather of 
this Opinion, becauſe I think the Words, even as they have 
been repeated to us, may admit of ſuch an Explanation as 
will make them both harmleſs and innocent. 


* Laſtly, my Lords, as the Suſpicion of Corruption bath 


at Elections and in Parliament, it is a Clamour that has ge- 
nerally prevailed againſt all Miniſters, and always will pre- 
vail, as Jong as there 1s a good Correſpondence between 
his Majeſty and his Parliament. There will always be a 
Diverſity of Opinions about every Thing almoſt that comes 


before Parliament, and thoſe who really differ in Opinion 


from his Majeſty's Miniſters and the Majority of Parliament, 
will be ready to impute the Prevalence of the con O- 


Pinion to any Thing rather than true Reaſon and ſound Ar- 


gument. This is an Error which every Man's perſonal Va- 


nity prompts him to indulge, and as no Cauſe for the Pre- 


valence of the contrary Opinion is ſo obvious as Corruption, 


therefore it is generally aſſigned as the Cauſe of the Majo- 


rity's agreeing with the Adminiſtration ; and this Opinion 
is always moſt induſtriouſly propagated by thoſe who op- 
poſe the Adminiſtration, not becauſe they differ in Opi- 
nion from the King's Miniſters, but becauſe they have a per- 
{anal Reſentment againſt ſome of them, or are _— 
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of getting into their Places, though very probably incapa- Aen. 14 Ge- IX. 


ble of governing ſo well. There is, therefore, no Poſſibi- 
lity of removing this general Clamour againſt Corruption, 
but by interrupting that gaod Correſpondence which now ſo 
happily ſubſiſts between his Majeſty and his Parliament; and 
this might very probably be the Effect of the preſent Mo- 


tion's being agreed to, which leads me to conſider the dan» 


gerous Conſequence of aur agreeing to the Addreſs pro- 
poſed. 7 

15 Suppoſe, my Lords, we ſhould preſent to his Majeſty 
ſuch an Addreſs as is now propoſed : Suppoſe both Houſes 


of Parliament ſhould concur in that Addreſs : It has not 


et, I think, been ſaid in this Debate, that his Majeſty is 
y any Thing in our Conſtitution obliged to comply with 


it, His Compliance muſt therefore depend upon his being 
of Opinion, that the Addreſs was well founded, and that 


therefore.it would be right in him to comply with it ; for 
if his Majeſty ſhould think the Addreſs ill founded, and that 
it would be wrong in him to do ſuch an Injury to a good Ser- 
vant, as to remove him from his Councils and Preſence for 
ever, could it be conſiſtent with his Majeſty's Honour or 
Juſtice to comply with the Addreſs of his Parliament? We 


may from hence ſee, that our 2 ſach an Addreſs 


as 15 now propoſed, would probably end in a Breach, per- 
haps an irreperable Breach, between his Majeſty and his 
Parliament; and the Conſequence of this, eſpecially in our 
preſent Situation, I tremble to think of. From his Maje- 
ity's known Juſtice and Honour we muſt conclude, that his 


Majeſty would certainly refuſe to comply, if he thought a 


Compliance inconſiſtent with either. This would, of courſe, 
raiſe an Animoſity in both Houſes of F:rliament againſt, 
the Adminiſtration, which would make them refuſe to grant 


theſe Supplies, or concur with the Adminiſtration in thoſe. 


Meaſures that are neceſſary for the Support of our Govern- 
ment ; and this would — occaſion a total Diſſo- 
lution of our preſent happy Conſtitution. Therefore, my 


Lords, I muſt conclude, that no Lord who has a true Re- 


gard for the Succeſs of the preſent War, for the Glory 


of the King, the Safety of the Kingdom, or the Preſer- 


vation of our happy Conſlitution, will agree to this Mo- 


tion, unleſs he ſees more cogent Proofs of Mal-Admini- 


ſtration, than, I think, have yet been offered in this 
Debate. 35 | 


Lord Bathurſt, 
© My Lords, I am furprized to bear it ſaid, that moſt of 


the Addreſſes of this Kind have proceeded from 7 
* * 3 1 ews 


- 


Lord Bathurſt 


Ann. 14 Geo. II. Views and perſonal Animoſities; and it adds greatly to my 


k - 
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Amazement, when I hear ſuch a Doctrine advanced by a 
noble Lord, whoſe Candour 1 have a great Opinion of, 
and whoſe Knowledge in our Hiſtories, and in our Journals 
in Parliament, is not in the leaſt to be queſtioned. From the 
little Knowledge I have in this Way, I think it is evident, 
that no Parliamentary Attack upon 2 Miniſter ever pro. 
ceeded from private Views or perſonal Animoſities, but 
when the Attack was patronized by a Court-FaCtion, ſup» 
ported by a pack*d or a penſionary Parliament. In the Reig 


of Richard the IId. the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 


Earls of Arundel and Warwick were proſecuted, and moſt 
unjuſtly condemned in Parliament ; but every one knows, it 
was by a Parliament moſt illegally pack'd by a Court- Faction 


for that very Purpoſe: And in the Reign of Charles the IId. 


the Earl of Clarendon was proſecuted in Parliament, and 
molt unjuſtly baniſhed by Act of Parliament; but it is well 
known, that the Proſecution was ſpirited up againſt him by 
a Court-FaCQtion, and the Parliament that baniſhed him has, 
ever ſince its Diflolution, been branded with the ſcandalous 
Epithet of a Penſionary Parliament. In ſeveral other Reigns, 
we may find Injuſtice done by Parliaments under the Influ- 
ence, and by the Contrivance of the Miniſters of the Crown; 
but from the Beginning of our Hiſtory to this very Day, I 
believe, we can find no one Example of a Miniſter's having 
had Injuſtice done him by Parliament, as long as he re- 
mained in the Favour, and under the * of the 
Crown. Even in King Charles the iſt's Time, if the Par- 
liament took ſome extraordinary Steps, not altogether agree- 
able to our Conſtitution, it was occaſioned by the Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors of the Miniſters, and by the extraordinary 


Methods they took for ſcreening themſelves againſt the Laws 


of their Country. Therefore, from Experience we have no 
Reaſon to be cautious of addreſſing for the Removal of a 
Miniſter, but have great Reaſon to guard againſt a Mini- 
ſter's Power growing to that exceſſive Height, as to render 
it impoſſible to remove or puniſh him by the ordinary Me- 


thods preſcribed by our Conſtitution ; and this will be the 


Cafe, if ever a Miniſter ſhould be able, . by thoſe corrupt 


and —— Means, which the Favour of the Crown may now 


furniſh him with, to command a Majority in both Houſes 
of Parliament. 

* That Miniſters are not infallible, that they are liable to 
the ſame Paſſions and Affections with other Men is what I 
ſhall moſt readily admit. But, my Lords, there is a very 
reat Difference between a Miniſter's being fallible, and his 

ing never in the Right: There is a very great Difference 


between a Miniſter's being ſubject to the little Frailties in- 
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Tenor of his Conduct, a ſettled Deſign to render his Power in- 


this is the Caſe, with regard to the Miniſter whoſe Conduct is 
now under our Conſideration, is, I am ſure, ſuſpected by a 
great Part of the Nation, and muſt, I think, appear evident to 
every one that ſeriouſly and impartially conſiders the Hiſtory 
of his Adminiſtration. In all the extraordinary Events that 


Country: He has oppoſed or diſconcerted every Scheme that 


a5 tended to increaſe the Power of the Crown, by adding to its 
unaccounted-for Revenue, or multiplying the Poſts in its arbi- , 
trary Diſpoſal, and thereby giving its Miniſters the Means of 
acquiring a corrupt Influence, both in Parliament and at 
Elections. | | 8 

I am far from ſaying, that this proceeds from his Weak- 
neſs. No, my Lords, it proceeds, I believe, from a well- 
concerted, but wicked Scheme, for putting it in the Power of 
Miniſters to make themſelves Maſters of our Conſtitution, by . 
having always a Majority in Parliament attached to their parti- 
cular Intereſt, and ready to obey their Commands. It is this 
that has made him in all foreign Affairs take that Part, which 
was inconſiſtent with the true Fatereſ of his Country : It is this 
that has made him oppoſe every feaſible Scheme for paying off 
our Debts, aboliſhing our Taxes, or reducing the Number of 
our Officers and Placemen ; and it is this that has made him 
project and patronize ſo many Schemes for increaſing the Power 
of the Crown by adding to its Revenue, and by multiplying 
Revenue-Officers, and Exciſe and Penal Laws. My Lords, 
his Deſign to overturn the Liberties of his Country, is, I think, 
evident from the foreign Meafures he has purſued. Let us ex- 
amine our Hiſtories, and we ſhall find it to have been an eſta- 
blined Maxim with every Miniſter, who deſigned the Over- 


throw of our Conſtitution, That a firm Friendſhip and intimate 


Correſpondence was to be preſerved with the Court of France; 
and the Maxim is, indeed, moſt reaſonable and neceſſary for 
ſucceeding in ſuch a Deſign ; for it would be impoſſible to 
ſucceed, if the Court of France ſhould eſpouſe and aſſiſt the 
Party that would of courſe be formed in this Kingdom 
againſt ſuch an Adminiſtration. For the Proof of what 
I ſay, I need go no farther back than the Reigns of Charles 
and James the IId. In both theſe Reigns the Intereſt of 
this Nation, and the Preſervation of the Ballance of Power 
in Europe, were ſacrificed to the cultivating of a preca- 
Fjous, a ruinous Friendſhip with France; and this we 


know 


—- 


controulable by the Laws and Conſtitution of his Country. That 


have happened fince his Acceſſion to Power, he has taken that 
Part which was moſt inconſiſtent with the true Intereſt of his - 


has been offered for the real Good of his Country; and all the 
Projects that he has either offered or patronized, have been ſuch - 
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Am 26 Geo. N know proceeded from the Miniſters in both thoſe Reign 


174 


4 


having a Deſign againſt the Liberties of their Country. | 

The Deſigns they had, my Lords, are now well known: 
'The Deſigns of our preſent Miniſter are not as yet publicly 
known; they cannot be proved, whilſt he continues in Power 
but as his Conduct from the very Beginning of his Adminiſ- 
tration has, with regard to France, been the ſame, we ought 
to ſuppoſe that his Deſigns are of the ſame Nature; and we 
ought to be the more jealous of them, becauſe the Crown has 
now a great deal more Money, and a much greater Num- 


ber of Poſts and Offices to beftow z and I am afraid the Vir. 


tue of the People is not ſo impregnable as it was at that 
Time; for Corruption, by long Impunity, and by the Mul- 
titude of the Guilty, is now, 1 fear, ſo far from being ſean- 
dalous, that it is become faſhionable. 

Conſidering what has been already ſaid by the two noble 
Lords, that have ſpoke upon the ſame Side with me, I need 
not enter into a Detail of our foreign Meaſures, in order to 
ſhew, how much they have all been calculated for the In- 
tereſt of France, and how- often, or how long the Intereſt 
of this Nation, and the Safety of Europe, have been facrificed 
to the Views of the French Court. This has been already 
ſo fully and ſo clearly explained, that thoſe who are not al- 
ready convinced, will not, I am ſure, be convinced by any 


hing I can add upon that Subject. But as our guaranty- 


ing the Pragmatic Sanction in 1931, may ſeem to be a fort 
of Deviation in our Miniſter, I ſhall beg leave to make ſome Ob- 
ſervations upon that Treaty. I have no occaſion, my Lords, 
to explain the unlucky Circumſtances our Miniſter had re- 
duced us to by that ridiculous Article in the Sevi/{e Treaty, 


relating to the Introduction of Spanyh Troops into Tray. This 


Introduction we had obliged ourſelves to effectuate without Los 
of Time; and this Obligation we could not perform but by 
one of theſe two Methods: either by joining with France and 
Spain in a War againſt the Emperor, or by making ſuch Con- 
ceſſions to the Emperor, as might induce him not to oppoſe 
Introduction. Our Miniſter had not then made himſelf 
much Maſter of our Parliaments or Elections, as that he 
could expect to get a Parliament of Great-Britain, to approve 
of his joining with Fraxce and = in a. War againſt the 
Emperor, nor were our Armies ſo mercenary as to 
ſupport him againſt the Parliament; therefore he was forced 
to chuſe the other Method, of making ſuch Conceſſions to 
the Emperor, as might induce him not to oppoſe this Intro- 
duction ; and nothing but a general, abſolute, and unlimited 
ty of the Pragmatic Sanction Gould ſatisfy his Im- 
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Thus, my Lords, we may ſee, that it was not Choice, but Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


a Neceſſity he had brought upon himſelf, that forced our 
Miniſter into this Guaranty, and the Conſequences have ſhewn, 
that he never had an | ee to perform it ; ſo that it 
cannot be made uſe of as an Argument for ſhewing, that he 
has ever once departed from the Maxim of cultivating a cloſe 
Correſpondence with the Court of France ; and if we were 
Maſters © that was at that Time tranſacted between us 
and Frances Eſpecially with regard to the Affairs of Poland, 
it might pelhaps appear, that the Guaranty he thus engaged 
in, was no Sufpenſion or Infraction of that Correſpondence. 
As to the Guaranty itſelf, I ſhall in the general approve of 
it, but I cannot approve of the Method by which we were 
drawn into it, nor can J approve of our having entered in- 
to it without ſome previous Conceſſions from the Court of 
Viema, in Favour of ſome of the other Princes of the Empire. 
We then knew, that ſeveral Princes of the Empire had Claims 
and Complaints againſt the Houſe of Auftria: We knew that 
upon the Emperor's Demiſe, without Heirs male of his Body, 
theſe Princes would endeavour to vindicate what they thought 
their Right; and therefore, before we entered into any Gua- 
ranty of the Pragmatic Sanction, we ſhould have endeavoured 
to unite as much as poſſible all the Princes of the Germa- 
nic Body in the ſame Guaranty, by ſtipulating ſome Satis- 
faction for them with regard to the Rights they ſeverally 
pretend to. Some few Conceſſions from the Court of Vienna 
would then have ſatisfied moſt of them, whereas, as the Caſe 
now ſtands, I am afraid, it will be impoſſible to unite thoſe 
Princes in any one Scheme for preſerving the Tranquillity of 
their Country ; and if the War which is already begun, ſhould 
become general throughout Germaxy, we ſhall ſee the Balance 
of Power in Europe overturned, or this Nation engaged in a 
War as dangerous and expenſive as any we were ever en- 
8⁴ ed in. 

Bb what I have faid, my Lords, it will appear, that 
our Miniſter has, ever ſince his getting at the Head of the 
Adminiſtration, without the leaſt voluntary Deviation, purſued 
that Maxim which was never laid down by any Adminiſtra- 
tion in this Kingdom, but by ſuch as had formed Dciizns a- 
gainſt the Liberties of their Country; which, in my Opini- 
on, is a ſtrong Preſumption of his having ſome Deſigns of the 
ſame Nature, tho? he takes a very different Method for car- 
Tying them into Execution. In former Times, the Crown 
had but very little Money, and very few lucrative Places, to 
diſpoſe of, therefore, they could never carry Corruption ſuch 
a Length as to affect our Elections; and if they, by that 
Means, ſecured at any Time a Majority in Parliament, this 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. Majority was daily decaying by the new Elections going moſtly 


againſt the Court Party. This laid them under a Neceſſity of 


making their Attacks upon the Conſtitution, by ftretching the 


Prerogatives of the Crown beyond their juſt Bounds, this 
always gave the People an immediate and a general Alarum, 
But now Corruption may be carried ſuch a Length as to af. 
fect moſt of the Elections in the Kingdom; and therefore it 
would be ridiculous in an ambitious or wicked Miniſter to 
carry on his Attacks upon our Conſtitution by any other 
Means. If none of the Prerogatives of the Crown are now 
ſtretched beyond their due Bounds : If no Severities are made 
uſe of againſt particular Perſons : If a greater Indulgence he 
allowed both in writing and ſpeaking than was allowed in 
former Times : If the private Property of no Man be invaded 
or encroached on contrary to Law : we are not from thence 
to judge that our Conſtitution is in no Danger ; for if a 
Miniſter can always fecure a Majority in Parliament, and 
thereby have what Laws he thinks proper, and whatever Sum; 
of Money he pleaſes, without Account, it would be ridiculous 
in him to make uſe of any of theſe alarming Methods, or 
to give himſelf any 'Trouble about what may be faid or wrote 
againſt him. He depends upon what he can give, and not up- 
on what he can ſay, for an Approbation of every Thing he 


propoſes ; and therefore, he has no Occaſion to trouble his 


Head about what is ſaid or wrote againſt it. And as he 
may have by Act of Parliament what Share he pleaſes of 
the Property of every Man in the Kingdom, he has no Oc- 
caſion to invade the Property of any particular Man. 
This, my Lords, has often made me wonder at the Weak- 


neſs of ſome People, who cry, How can your Liberties be in 


Danger, when the private Property of no Man is invaded? 
When the Liberty of the Prefs is indulged as much as it 
ever was in this or any other Country ? and when the King, 
in every Thing, makes the Laws of the Land the Rule of 
his Government? My Lords, theſe Things may all be in Ap- 
pcarence, and yet we may have no Liberty left ; for if the Mi. 
niſters of the Crown, by Means of Corruption, have got the 
Direction of moſt of our Elections, and conſequently rendered 
themſelves ſecure of a Majority in every Parliament, we have 
no Liberty ; we have the Shadow only of a free Govern- 
ment. The Miniſters may be fo wiſe as to abſtain from 
particular Oppreſſions, or particular Acts of Violence, but the 
People in general will be oppreſſed, and the Government will 
be a general and continued Act of Violence. This was the 
Caſe of Rome under Fulius and Auguſtus Cæſar: This has 
in every Country been the Caſe of an Arbitrary Government 
in its Infancy ; for if the Founder of an Arbitrary Govern- 
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particular Men, before the People are accuſtomed to the Bit, 
like an unbroken Colt, they would break their own Necks, 
or the Neck of their Rider, But after the People have been 
for ſome Time accuſtomed to the Bit, and by good Uſage 
induced to ſubmit to 1t, Opprefſion in every Shape will at 
laſt creep in upon them, as it did at Rome ſoon after the 
Death of ef Fa Ce/ar; and then the * may ſometimes 
ſuffer by the deſperate Reſentment of thoſe he has oppreſſed, or 
teful Ambition of thoſe he has advanced, but the 
People will find no Relief, unleſs it be that melancholy one, 
a Change of Oppreſſors. | 

This Argument, my Lords, I thought myſelf obliged to 
take Notice of, becauſe I have often heard it urged, againſt 
thoſe who intimate a laudable Jealouſy. of our Conſtitution's 
being at preſent in Danger from the flow, but ſure Attacks of 
Corruption. Theſe Attacks are the moſt dangerous, becauſe 
they are the moſt imperceptible. By a vulgar Eye they can- 
not be diſcerned, but, I hope, they will never long eſcape 
the piercing Eye of this Aſſembly: And, as ſoon as we do 
perceive them, as ſoon as we do but ſuſpect that any Mi- 
niſter has formed ſuch Deſigns, I hope we ſhall always take 
the beſt and moſt obvious Method for preventing them, which 
is by removing that Miniſter from his Majeſty's Councils and 
Preſence. That we have Reaſon to ſuſpect the Miniſter whoſe 
Conduct is now under our Conſideration, of having formed 
ſuch Deſigns, has been, in this Debate, I think, made ma- 
nifeſt from the Meaſures, both foreign and domeſtic, which 
he has, without Deviation, purſued ever ſince his Acceſſion to 
Power; and in ſuch a Caſe ſhall we fay, ſhall any Lord in 
this Houſe ſay, that we ought not to addreſs the King to 
remove him, unleſs it appears that he has been guilty of tome 
enormous Crime, or of ſuch a Series of Miſconduct, as evi- 
deatly ſhews him to be a very weak Man ? My Lords, the 
whole Tenor of his Conduct has been a Series of the moſt ma- 
nifeſt Weakneſs, or it has been a Series of the moſt enormous 
Crimes. If he has no ſuch Deſign, as I have ſaid I ſuſpect 
him of, his Condu& from the Beginning of his Adminiftration 
to this very Day, has been a Series of the moſt monſtrous 


Weakneſs: If he has ſuch a Deſign, it has been a Series of 


the moſt heinous, the moſt dangerous Crimes. 

By the Arguments that have been made uſe of in this De- 
bate, it would ſeem as if ſome Lords thought, that a Mini- 
ſter ought never to be removed; and that after he has once 
got himſelf at the Head of the Adminiſtration, he has as 


good a Title to continue there, as a Man has to continue 


in the Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate ; for this muſt be the Caſe, if 


a Miniſter 
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as a Criminal by a Court of Juſtice, or declared an Ideot 
by a Court of Chancery. My Lords, I happen to be of a 
very different Opinion : I think, no Miniſter ought to be al. 
lowad to continue long in his Place, and that therefore, if 
the ing docs not remove him, the Parliament ought, even 
though he has never been guilty either of Wickedneſs or Weak- 
nels, In all free Governments it is a Maxim: It is the eſſen- 
tial Quality, the diſtinguiſhing Character of a free Govern. 
ent, hat the Conduct of every Miniſter and Magiſtrate 
ought, and may be ftriftly and impartially enquired into, by 
the Aſſembly of the People. For this Reaſon, in all well. 
conſtituted Governments, thoſe who have the ſupreme execu- 
tive Power of the Society in their Hands, are never continued 
for any long Time in their Poſts ; becauſe, whilſt they have 
the Power and the Money of the Society at their Command, 
it is very difficult to make a ſtrict and impartial Enquiry into 
their Conduct. By our Conſtitution the King is never to ac- 
count for his Conduct, becauſe, though a great Part of the 
executive Power be lodged in him, yet he is ſuppoſed to do 
all by his Miniſters ; and for this Reaſon his Miniſters, tho 
named by him, are always liable to a ſtrict Account in Parlia- 
ment; but this ſtrict Account they can never eaſily be brought 
to, as long as they continue in the Favour of the Crown, 
and conſequently at the Head of the Adminiſtration ; there- 
fore, according to the Maxim eſtabliſhed in all free and well- 
conſtituted Governments, our Minifters ought never to be al. 
lowed to continue long at the Head of the Adminiſtration, 
which a Favourite will always be, as long as he is allowed to 

remain in the Councils or Preſence of his Sovereign. 
From hence, my Lords, we muſt fee, that this Addreſs 
would be agreeable to our Conſtitution, and that we ought 
to agree to it, even although our preſent Miniſter could nei- 
ther be accuſed, nor ſo much as ſuſpected of any weak Mea- 
ſures or wicked Defigns ; but as it has been ſhewn in this 
Debate, that he mvit be ſuſpected, nay, that he muſt be 
guilty, either of the one or the other; this general Argument, 
which is founded upon the very Nature of a free Aw 
ment, is no Way neceſſary for prevailing with us to agree 
to this Addreſs. But in order to excuſe our Miniſter, and 
to find out any Reaſon but the true one, for the general 
Suſpicions and univerſal Odium that prevail againſt him, it 
ſeems the whole People of England are to be accuſed of In- 
juſtice, and of inſiſting upon what, in the Nature of Things, 
is not to be expected. To have the Government adminiſtred, 
and all the Ends of it anſwered, without putting them to any 
Trouble or Expence. My Lords, I will venture to become 
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aſſert, that no general Suſpicion was ever raiſed among them 
without a juſt Ground: That they never complained of an 
Trouble they were put to, if it was really neceſſary for their 
own Protection; and that they never murmured at any Ex- 

nce, if it was neceſſary, and frugally applied, for anſwer- 
ing the Ends of Society. This I will venture to aſſert; 
and I will appeal to the whole Tenor of our Hiſtories for 
a Confirmation of what I ſay. 

1 ſhall grant, my Lords, that every Man in the Admini- 
ſtration muſt neceſſarily make ſome perſonal Enemies; but 
not near ſo many as the noble Lord would infinuate ; for 
when, of a Number of Candidates for any Poſt in his Gift, 
he prefers him who is apparently the belt entitled, none of 
the reſt will complain, and the Hopes of Succeſs in their next 
Suit will keep them attached to his Intereft. If the Diſ- 
poſal of Poſts and Offices were a Diſadvantage to a Mini- 
ſter, as the noble Lord has endeavoured to make us believe, 
we ſhould not fee Miniſters ſo fond of encreafing the Num- 
ber of thoſe Poſts and Officers that are at the ablolute Diſ- 
polal of the Crown, nor ſhould we find them fo unwilling to 
part with the Diſpoſal of thoſe Poſts and Offices, which they 
are entitled to by the preſent Model of our Conſtitution. A 
Miniſter knows, that by the Diſpoſal of ſuch Poſts and Offi- 
ces he can make a great many perfonal Friends, that by the 
Expectation of the next Preferment he may keep a great 
many attached to his perſonal Intereſt ; and that if any are 
ſo hardy, as to declare themſelves his perſonal Enemies, it 
will be impoſſible for them to form any conſiderable Party 
2vainft him, as long as his Meaſures are ſuch as but ſeem- 
ingly tend to the public Good. Miniſters, my Lords, I ſhall 
aliow, may in many Things be compared to Attornies at 
Law, and in nothing more aptly than in this, that they ge- 
nerally ſacrifice the Cauſe of their Client to their own In- 
tereſt; and in Law, as well as State-Aﬀairs, we ſhall find, 
that an Attorney never gets a general bad Character without 
ſome very juſt Foundation; which, in the Caſe now before 
vs, ought to be particularly attended to, and will be a very 
long Argument for the Addreſs propoſed. 

The noble Lord was pleaſed to throw out a Defiance for 
any one to ſhew, how a greater Part of our public Debts 
might have been paid off than has actually been, without 
Hing new or heavier Taxes upon the People; becauſe, ſaid 
he, our free Revenue is not ſufficient for anſwering our an- 
nun! Expence. This Challenge, my Lords, I will accept of, 
and will endeavour to ſhew, that our free Revenue has for 
near 20 Years been a great deal more than ſufficient for 

anſwering 
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Armies than were neceſſary, paid no unneceſſary Penſions, nor 
fitted out any uſeleſs Squadrons. For this Purpoſe, my Lords, 
I will build my Calculations upon thoſe made in a Pamph- 
let, publiſhed towards the latter End of Queen Amy's 


Reign, and ſuppoſed to have been wrote by a very near 


Friend of the Miniſter, whoſe Conduct we are now conſi- 
dering. The Author of that Pamphlet reckons 350, 000 J. a 
Year ſufficient . for the Support of all the Guards and Garri. 
ſons we ought to have here at home, and 120, 000 J. a Year 
ſufficient for the Ordinary of the, Navy ; and I will iay, that 
e a Year is ſufficient for the Civil Lift, if no uſe. 
els nor dangerous Penſions were paid out of it; and if to 
theſe three Sums we add 520,000/7. a Year for maintaining 
10,000 Seamen, and 300,000. a Year for defraying the Ex- 
pence of the Office of Ordnance, and for ſupporting our Ga- 
riſons at Gibraltar, Port-Mahon, and in the Plantations, the 
whole neceſſary annual Expence of this Nation would amount 
to no more than 1,790,000/. To which I ſhall add 210,900], 
yearly for building Churches, endowing Hoſpitals, ng 


_ Colonies, and other the like extraordinary Charges, whic 


we have but lately fallen into, in order to make up an even 
Sum of tao Millions yearly. 3 5 
At this Rate, my e the whole neceſſary annual Ex- 
nce of this Nation, in Time of Peace, which would have 
en our Caſe for near 20 Years paſt, perhaps I may fay, 
ever ſince the Death of Queen Anne, if we had not unne- 
ceſſarily engaged ourſelves in ſome foreign Diſputes we had 
nothing to do with: 1 ſay, the whole neceſſary annual Ex- 


' pence of this Nation for near 20 Years paſt would, in this 


Caſe, have amounted to no more than tue Millions Sterling, 
And now, my. Lords, let us compute the free Revenue, 
that is, the Revenue which is not mortgaged for the Pay- 
ment of any old Debt. The Land Tax at 25. in the Pound, 
is generally computed at & Million a Year, and the Mal 
Tax at 700,000/. a Year; but as there may be a Det- 
Ciency in each, I ſhall compute them both but at 1,600,0004 
a Year; and though the Civil. Liſt Revenue is generally 
computed at a Million a Year, I ſhall reckon it but at 
g00,000/. which makes in the Whole 2,500,000 l. free 
Revenue yearly. From whence we may fee, that if for 
this laſt 20 Years we had kept up no greater Land- Armies 
than were neceſſary, nor paid any unneceſſary Penſions, nor 
fitted out uſeleſs Squadrons, inſtead of encroaching upon 
the Sinking Fund, we might have added 500,000 /. to it 
yearly, for paying off our old Debts, without laying any 
new or heavier "Faxes upon the People; and it to this 
| we 
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ins all Sine- Cure Poſts, and reducing all exorbitant Salaries, 


in the Management and Collection of the public Revenue, 


and had taken proper Methods for reducing the Intereſt of 
Money, I may venture to fay, that by this Time moſt of 
thoic Taxes that lie heavy upon poor Labourers and Manu- 
fitures, would have been aboliſhed, and the greateſt Part 
of our public Debts, if not the Whole, abſolutely diſ- 
charged. | 

F A my Lords, are ſtubborn Things : They will not 
give Way to Eloquence, nor can the Concluſions drawn from 


them be evaded by the moſt cunning Sophiſtry. There is, 


therefore, no Anſwer can be made to what I have advanced, 
except what the noble Lord took, Care to make uſe of by 
ſeying, that no public Expence has been incurred, but what 
was at that Time thought neceſſary for the public Safety. 
By whom, my Lords, were the ſeveral Articles of extraordi- 
nary Expence we have incurred, thought neceſſary ? Not, I 
am fure, by the Majority of the Nation, nor by any unpre- 
judiced Man in the Kingdom. They were thought neceſſary 
by the Miniſter ol and ſuch as were at that Time pre- 
judiced in Favour of every Thing he propoſed. This Sort of 
Prejudice has often a very ſtrong Effect upon the Judgments - 
of the moſt Diſcerning, and this Prejudice in Favour of a 
Miniiter, whilſt he keeps within any Bounds, may very much 
contribute towards procuring him a Parliamentary Approba- 
tion of Meaſures that are in their Conſequences very perni- 
cious; but as theſe Conſequences are now become apparent 
to the whole World, tho? they could not be foreſeen by thoſe 
thac were prejudiced in his Favour, they are now felt even 
by them, and this muſt make them now condemn what they 
were formerly induced by their Prejudice to approve of. 
For this Reaſon, my Lords, if pernicious Meaſures, or un- 
necefry Expences have been approved of Parliament, this 
is 26 Rcrion againſt their being now condemned even by thoſe 
who have formerly approved” of them. In Affairs of a poli- 
tes Nature, the beft, the moſt honeſt may err in their Judg- 
mers, eſpecially when they judge in Favour of perſonal Friend. 
ſup; but when they diſcover their Error, and find that their 
nu Country has thereby been brought into Diſtreſs, or, I may 
{:, to the Brink of Ruin, they are bound both in Juſtice 
ard flonour to make the beſt Atonement they can to their 
Country, by addreſſing to remove the Miniſter who has led 
them into that Error; for to ſacrifice our Country to any 
perſonal Friendſhip, muſt be allowed to be a Crime of the 
moſt heinous Nature, For the ſame Reaſon I muſt think, 
tue noble Lord has not now any great Reaſon to boaſt - 
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the Majority of both Houſes of Parliament. He muſt know 
that his Opinion has been generally condemned by the Ma- 
jority of the Nation; and he muſt now find it condemned 
by the neceſſary Conſequences of Things; for I will ap. 
peal to the common Senſe of Mankind, if ever this Nation 
was in greater Danger of being invaded, if ever our Allies 
were in greater Danger of being ſwallowed up, if ever the 
Balance of Power was in greater Danger of being overturned, 
than at this Inſtant; and to the fame I will appeal, after 
what has been ſaid in this Debate, if all theſe Dangers have 
not naturally ariſen from our having too much cultivated a 
Correſpondence with Fance, for our having reſtored the Correſ- 


pondence between France and Spain, from our having laid a 


Foundation for a Breach between Spain and the Emperor, 
and for our having left the latter to the Mercy of his Ene- 
mies at a Time when, I think, we were bound both in 
Honour and Intereſt to aſſiſt him. The noble Lord has there- 
fore now no great Reaſon to boaſt of his Opinion's having 
been be by both Houſes of Parliament. And if the 
general Opinion of the Nation be right, if the Approbation 
of Parliament has been owing to any Sort of corrupt Influence, 
no Man can have Reaſon to be proud of his having been 
one of ſuch a Majority; but upon the contrary, ſuch an uni- 
form and ſuſpicious Concurrence of Parliament, with every 
Thing the Miniſter was pleaſed to propoſe, becomes an additi- 
onal, and a ſtrong Reaſon for the Removal of that Miniſter, 

Jam really amazed, my Lords, to hear it ſo much as pre- 
tended, that the Dutch were in Danger of being attacked, 
in conſequence of the Treaty between Spain and the Emperor 
in 1725. It is ſurprizing that we ſhould at that Time have 
been more afraid of their being attack'd than they were them- 
ſelves ; for it is very well known, that they were not Parties- 
Contractors in the Treaty of Hanover, tho' they were named 
as ſuch : It is known, that they did not accede to it till 
near a Year after it was made, and that their Acceſſion was 
then procured with great Difficulty, and under ſeveral Re- 
ftrictions ; therefore the Danger the Dutch were in of being 
attack'd, could be no reaſonable Motive for our engaging in 
that Treaty ; and if the French were in any Danger of being 
attack'd by the Emperor and Spain, it was not ſurely the 
Intereſt of this Nation to prevent that Attack, becauſe ſuch 
a War would have been of great Service to the 'Trade of 
this Kingdom, and we ſhould have had it in our Power to 
direct or put a Stop to the Progreſs of the Arms of either 
Side, whenever we thought proper, 


. To 
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a very Chriftian-like Maxim, but we have of late Years | 


ſhed it fo far, that it is really become ridiculous. The 
true Intereſt of this Nation is not ſo much to preſerve the 
Tranquility of Europe, as to take Care of the Balance of Pow- 
er in Europe, and for this Purpoſe to take Care, that in every 
War that happens, the Parties engaged ſhall be as equally 
match'd as poſſible, and that no one Power ſhall puſh its 


Succeſs ſo far as to bring that Balance into Danger, If the 


Emperor and Spain had an Intention to attack France, in 
conſequence of the Treaty of Vienna, we may be very well 
aſſured, they would not have attacked, or offended the Dutch 
at the ſame Time; and if France had been attack'd by the 
united Power of the Emperor and Spain, the Parties engaged 
would have been ſo equally match'd, that both would have 
taken Care not to puſh the War ſo far, or in that Way, 
as might throw the Power of this Nation into the other Side 
of the Scale; therefore, if we were to chuſe, I will be bold 
to ſay, we could not chuſe a War in Europe that would be 
more beneficial, or leſs dangerous to this Nation, than a War 
between the Emperor and Spain of one Side, and France alone 
on the other Side. From whence I muſt ſuppoſe, either 
that thoſe who adviſed the Treaty of Hanover, and the Steps 
taken in Purſuance of that Treaty, did not underſtand the 
Intereſt of their Country, or that they had Motives very 


diſt inct from the Intereſt of their Country. But after we had 


made that Treaty, and had, by the Meaſures we took in 
Purſuance thereof, brought on a Rupture between Spain and 
us, it was very ſurprizing, we did not take that Opportuni- 
ty to compel the Spaniards to make Satisfaction forall the In- 
juries they had done us, and to give up, in the moſt ex- 
preſs Terms, the unjuſt Pretences they had ſet up againſt 
us in America, particularly that of ſearching and ſeizing our 
Ships, on Pretence of their having contraband on 
board. | | 

To pretend, my Lords, that we had then nothing to aſk 
from Spain but a Renewal and Confirmation of former 'Treaties, 
and Reparation for our Merchants, is very ſurprizing. Had 
not the Spaniards, under Colour of thoſe very Treaties, ſet 
up a Right to ſearch our Ships in the American Seas, and 
to ſeize them, if they found ſuch Goods on board as they were 
pleaſed to call contraband ? Had not they, under Colour of 
thoſe very Treaties, ſet up a Right to exclude us from cut- 
ting Logwood in the Bay of Honduras? Had not they, under 
Colour of thoſe very Treaties, ſet up a Right to build Forts 
which command, and conſequently render uſeleſs a great 
Part of Gibraltar? And could we ſuppoſe, that any of theſe 
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and Confirmation of our former Treaties? We ought, there- 
fore, to have inſiſted upon their giving up every one of theſe 
pretended Rights in the moſt explicit Terms. If we had 
done this, and had made them ſeverely. ſmart for the Inju- 
ries and Inſults they had put upon us, we might have truſted 
to Stipulations for Reparation and Satisfaction; but when we 
ſhewed ourſelves ſo ſond of Peace, as to ſacrifice our undoubted 
Rights, rather than to continue or puſh the War, could ve 
expect they would ſhew the leaſt Regard to the Stipulations 
they made with us? It is, therefore, aſtoriſhing to hear it 
now faid, that we obtained, by the Treaty of Sewill, all 
we had to aſk at that Time from Spain: And that Treaty's 
having been approved of by Parliament, is of no Weight in 
this Debate; for it is not the firſt Time we have ſeen a 
Miniſter condemned in a ſollowixg Seſſion for a Treaty that 
has had the Approbation of a preceding Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment ? * 

But ſuppoſe, my Lords, we were induced to accept of the 
Treaty of Seville, by a Belief that the Spaniards would per- 
form the Stipulations they had made with us, and that they 
would deſiſt from the pretended Rights they had ſet up again! 
us, what was the Reaſon of our fitting ſtill after they re- 
fuſed, or moſt unreaſonably delay'd to perform any Part of 
the Stipulations they had made with us, and after we found, 
that they inſiſted upon and proſecuted their pretended Rights 
with as much Vigour as ever? This was the Caſe before 
the War broke out between them and the Emperor in 1733, 
which afforded us an excellent Opportunity for compelling 
them to perform all the Stipulations they had mage with us, 


and to give up in the moſt expreſs Terms every pretended 


Right they had ſet up againſt us. Whether we were obliged 


to aſſiſt the Emperor in that War or no, ſurely we ought 


to have taken that Opportunity for compelling Spain to do 
us juſtice. At that Time, the Court of Spain would have 
done us Juſtice, if we had but inſiſted peremptorily upon it. 
But from the Papers upon our Table it appears, that we never 
once made a peremptory Demand. This Conduct it is im- 
poſſible to-account for any other Way than by admitting, 
that our Miniſter was afraid of doing any Thing, or even 


of aſking any Thing that might give Umbrage to the Court 


of France. Inſtead of aſſiſting our Allies, and vindicating the 
Rights of our Country, we continued our perplexed Nego- 
tiations, without taking any one Step that could be effectual, 
either for preſerving the Balance of Power in Europe, or for 
putting an End to the Encroachments that Spaiu had for ſo 
many Years been making upon us. 4 
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J fay, my Lords, without taking any one Step that could Ann. 14 Geo. IT. 
be effectual; for the Preparations we made, and the Expence 


we put ourſelves to, had a quite contrary Effect. The Court 
of France, or any other Court in Europe that deſires to ſee 
the Ruin of this Nation, will always be glad to ſee us put 
ourſelves to unneceſſary Expences, which every warlikę Pre- 
paration muſt be, when it is made before we have reſolved 
to make uſe of it. Armies may be ſo ſoon raiſed, and Squa- 
drons may be ſo ſpeedily fitted out in this Kingdom, that, 
when any ſuch are raiſed or fitted out, before we have im- 
mediate Occaſion for them, I ſhall always believe, and our 
natural Enemies will ſuppoſe, it is done not to attack them, 
but to amuſe qur own People. Let us recollect what was done 
in K. Charles the Hd's Reign. The Preparations he made, 
before and during the Treaty of NMimeguen, put the Nation 
to a vaſt Expence ; but had they any Effect upon the Court 
of France, againſt whom they were pretended to be made ? 
No, my Lords, that Court were well aſſured that theſe 
Preparations were made, not with a Deſign to attack them, 
but to amuſe our own People; and therefore, they were 
pleaſed with ſeeing us put ourſelves to ſuch a ridiculous Ex- 
pence. I hope this was not the Caſe, with regard to the 
Preparations we made during the late War between them 
and the Emperor. But whatever may be in this, I am very 
certain it is not our Preparations, but our Reſolutions that 
can have any Effect upon the Meaſures of any Court in 
Earope 3 becauſe, without the latter, the former can Ggnify 
nothing, and when Reſolutions are taken, Preparations may 


ſoon be made. It was not upon that Occaſion our Pre- 


parations, nor, I believe, our Reſolutions, that ſet Bounds to 
the Views of France: it was their finding it impoſſible for 
them to ſucceed in their Deſign upon Poland, and the Mu 
covite Troops having obtained Leave to march thro' the 
Empire ; for they then ſaw themſelves in Danger of being 
overpowered, by the Armies brought from My/couvy and Po- 
land to the Aſſiſtance of the Emperor. 

This, my Lords, muſt ſhew what an excellent Opportuni- 
ty we then had for adjuſting, to our own Satisfaction, all 
our Differences with Spain; and for obtaining from them 
what Securities or Pledges we pleaſed to inſiſt on, for their 
future good Behaviour in the /e/-Indies. I am ſurprized 
to hear it faid, that the Spaniards had given us no new Cauſe 
of Complaint. Had not they ſearched, ſeized, and confiſ- 
cated many of our Ships, after the Treaty of Seville, and be- 
fore their attacking the Emperor ? Had not our Merchants, 
the very next Year after the Treaty of Seville, brought new 
Ccmplaints upon that Subject into Parliament? And as to the 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. Orders ſent by the King of Spain in 1732, to his Gayer. 


nors in America, on which the noble Lord was pleaſed to 
lay ſo great a Streſs, thoſe very Orders ought to have made 
us reſolve upon a Declaration of War. In theſe Orders his 
Catholic Majeſty commands his Governors not to allow an 
of his Subjects to moleſt or abuſe Exgliſb Ships failing in the 
American Seas, ſo long as they keep in their proper Diſtance, 
and are not concerned in any illicit Trade. Was not this, on 
the Part of Spain, an expreſs Declaration againſt the Freedom 
of our Navigation in the American Seas? Was it not an ex- 
preſs Declaration, that, notwithſtanding the Treaty of Sewilk, 
his Catholic Majeſty would inſiſt upon a Right to ſearch our 
Ships in the American Seas? Could we after this imagine, 
that he would ever, by fair Means, give up that Right? 
Suppoſe we had at that Time had ſome Reaſon to believe, 
that our Commiſſaries might at laſt ſucceed in their Nego- 
tiation, yet, as the Freedom of our Navigation was of much 
greater Conſequence, than the paltry Sum we had to ex- 
pect from that Negotiation, upon ſuch a Declaration we 
ought to have recalled our Commiſſaries from the Court, 
and ſent our Squadrons to the Coaſts of Spain, with pro- 
per Orders for compelling what our Negotiators had been fo 
long begging for in vain. 

This, my Lords, was the Cafe between Spain and us in 
1732; and in 1733, when the War broke out between them 
and the Emperor, it was no Way mended ; for the Spaniards 
continued to infiſt upon their Right to confine our Naviga- 
tion in the Veſt-Indies, as appear d by their Cedula for re- 
ſtoring the Ship Woollball, which Ship was by that Cedula 
to be reſtored, unleſs taten in any ſuſpefted Courſe of Navi- 


gation. This happened in the _—_— of the Year 1733: 


In the Month of March of the fame Year, they committed 
a moſt keinous Inſult upon us, by attacking Capt. Durell in 
his Majeſty's Ship the Scarborough, and taking four of the 
Engliſs Ships, then under his Convoy, gathering Salt at the 


Iſlard of Teortugas, tho' they had, by an expreſs Treaty in 


171 5 confirmed by the Treaty of Sezulle, acknowledged our 
Right to gather Salt in that Iſland. During that whole 
Summer they not only continued their Depredations upon 
us in the American Seas, but inſulted us in the Mediterranean, 
by ſearching our Ships, and carrying away Priſoners ſuch 
Moors as they found on board, on Pretence of their being 
Enemies to Spain; and before the End of that Year we 

rceived, or, I am ſure, ought to have perceived, that the 
Negotiations of our Commiſſaries would certainly end in no- 
thing. Therefore I muſt ſuppoſe the noble Lord did not at- 
zend to the Tranſactions of thoſe Times, or that he has for- 


got 
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got them, otherwiſe he would not have faid, that when the Ann. 74 Geo. II. 


War broke out between Spain and the Emperor, the Spaniards 
had given us no new Cauſe of Complaint, or that, we had 
then Reaſon to hope for a full Reparation, as to all paſt 
Injuries, h | 

My Lords, we had then no Reaſon to hope for obtaining, 
by fair Means, any Reparation for the paſt, or any Secu- 
rity for the Time to come; and therefore it was a molt 
amazing Piece of Conduct in us, not to embrace that Op- 
portunity for doing ourſelves Juſtice by Force of Arms. The 
Weakneſs of this Conduct could not at that Time be per- 
ceived, eſpecially by thoſe who were willing to have a good 
Opinion of every Thing done by the Minifter, becauſe they 
could not know the Circumſtances of the Negotiations be- 
tween Spain and us, and therefore eafily believed what was 
often confidently aſſerted, that we were in a fair Way of 
obtaining all we could deſire by Negotiation ; but now it muſt 
appear to every Man that examines, even thoſe Papers our 
Miniſters have been pleaſed to lay before Parliament, (for 


no Papers have been called for, but what they agreed to) that 


from the very Beginning, and eſpecially towards the End of 
the Year 1733, we had no Reaſon to hope for obtaining 
any Thing by Negotiation ; and therefore every impartial Man 
muſt now conclude, that it was extremely weak, to call it 
no worſe, in our Miniſter, to continue his Negotiations at a 
Time when he could not but ſee, that they were vain, and 
at a Time when he had ſo fair an Opportunity for vindi- 
cating the Rights and eſtabliſhing, I ſhall not ſay reſtoring, 
the Honour of his Country, : | 

A State of Peace and Tranquility is, I ſhall moſt readily 
grant, a moſt deſirable Thing for any Nation ; but can a 
Nation be ſaid to be in a State of Peace and 'Tran- 
quility, that is every Year at the Expence of a State of 
War, and daily plundered and inſulted by its Neighbours ? 


Has not this been the Caſe of this Nation for twenty Years 


paſt ? We have every Year been keeping up great Armies, 
and fitting out ' expenſive Squadrons without being allowed 
to make uſe of thoſe Armies or Squadrons, either for pro- 
tecting ourſelves, or for gaining ſuch Advantages, as we had 
Reaſon to expect from an open War, and which might 


have atoned for the Expence we were at, and the Damage 


we met with. But ſuppoſe the DN Tranquility had been 
preſerved, can our Miniſter be ſaid to have done it, when 
no Diſturbance has, ever ſince his Adminiſtration, Px! ome: 
in Europe, but what has been occaſioned by his Meaſures? 
Or can the political Syſtem of Affairs in Europe be faid to 
be no Way changed, when by his Meaſures a cloſe Corre- 
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Spain, and a Diffidence, if not Diſcord, effabliſhed between 
4 Houſe of Auſtria and its moſt natural Allies. My Lords, 
ſuppoſe the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria were no Way 
diminiſhed, nor that of the Houſe of Bourbon increafed, this 
very Diffidence brings the Balance of Power into iminent 
Danger; but it muſt be allowed, that the Power of the Houſe 
of Auſtria ſuffered a conſiderable Diminution, and that of 
the Houſe of Bourbon got a conſiderable Addition by the 
Tue of the laſt War; for the Revenues of Tuſcany, Parma, 
and Placentia, are far from being equal to thoſe of the two 
Sicities; and the Duchy of Lorain is a very great Addi 
tion to the Power of France, not only by its Situation, but 
by the Addition it will make to the Revenues of that for- 
midable Monarchy. - 

The French, it is true, had Garriſons in the Towns of 
Lorain, during the War in Queen Ams's Time, beeauſe the 
Duke was not then in a Condition to prevent it; but they 
had not even then the Revenues of the Duchy, and were 
obliged to draw away their Garriſons at the Peace. Whereas 
now they are to have the Revenues as well as the fortified 
Towns of that Duchy, and will certainly improve both to 
the utmoſt; ſo that it will ſerve as a Barrier for France 
againſt the Empire, and as an Inlet into Germany, whenever 
they have a Mind to attack it ; the dire& contrary of which 


would have happened, if the Duke of Lorain had come to 


be Eußeror; for he would have fortified and kept ſtro 
Garrifons in all the Towns of that Duchy, which . 
have prevented the French from being able to ſurprize it; 
and this would have made it ſerve as a Barrier for the En. 
fire againſt France, and as an Inlet to Fance, in caſe of 
a War between the French and the Germans. 
From thefe Circumſtances, my Lords, without confidering 
the Addition made to the Houſe of Bourbon by giving the 
two Sicilies to Don Carlos, it is plain, that the Houfe of 
Auſtria was not ſo powerful at the Time of the late En- 
percr's Death, as at any Time for taenty Years pail, and 
the Houſe of Bourban was much more powerful than it had 
been at any Time within that Period, and much better unit- 
ed than it would have been, if proper Meaſures had been 


taken by us for preventing that Union, As to the Emperor's 


Death, itz happening before any proper Meaſures had been 
taken for ſettling the Affairs of the Empire, was certainly 
a very great Misfortune to Germany, but I doubt much if 
it was a Misfortune to this Nation; for the Court of Fiema 
was ſo much irritated againſt us, that I queſtion if we could 
have got any Aſfiſlance from thence, even tho Frauce — 
join 
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joined with Spain againſt us, and this the French would pro- Ann« 14 Geo, Il, 
bably have done before now, if the Emperor's Death had 1740. 


not prevented it; but their Attention is now ſo much fixt 
upon the Advantages they may reap from that Accident, that 
they muſt for ſome Time negle& taking Notice of what may 
happen between us and Spain. This, my Lords, has pre- 
vented our being obliged to ftand ſingle and alone againſt 
the united Power of France. and Spain, and may procure us 
a formidable Alliance, in caſe France ſhould declare againſt 
us; but if we do not manage our future Negotiations better 
than we have done our paſt, this Accident of the Emperor's 
Death, may produce a War in Europe, more dangerous and 
_ expenſive, than any this Nation was ever engaged in; but 
whatever may be the future Fate either of this Nation, or 
of Europe, it is evident from what has been ſaid in this De- 
bate, that the preſent unlucky Situation of the Affairs of 
Europe, is Chiefly owing to our Miniſter's having ſo 'ong 
cultivated a cloſe Friendſhip with the Court of France ; 
this, as I have ſaid, muſt and ought to raiſe a Suſpicion, 
that his Deſigns are not very favourable for the Liberties 
of his Country. IE 

As to the other Grounds of Suſpicion, eſpecially thoſe of - 
a domeſtic Nature, the Anſwers made to moſt of them con- 
fiſt chiefly in a Denial of Facts, and as theſe Facts are 
moſtly of a public Nature, I ſhall leave them to ſtand or 
fall by their own Evidence; for 1 do not know what to 
ſay to thoſe who deny, that any unneceſſary or oppreſſive 
Laws have been paſſed or attempted : That there are no 
Sulpicions of any corrupt Practices in Parliament or at Ele- 
ctions: That the Miniſter has not endeavoured to engroſs the 
Ear of his Sovereign; or that he has not aſſumed the Diſ- 
poſal of any Poſt or Office but ſuch as belong to his own 
Deparment. I ſhall only obſerve, that thoſe who are known 
to be Friends to the Miniſter, cannot expect Information as 
to the Suſpicions entertained by the People, from any of 
thoſe Perſons that are applying to them for Favours. They 
muſt take other M for Information; and if they take 
the proper Methods, they will find theſe Suſpicions ſo gene- 
ral, that if they have a true Regard for his Majeſty, they 
muſt conclude, it is neither proper nor ſafe for him to have 
ſuch a Miniſter about him. | : 

Upon this Subject I ſhall therefore give your Lordſhips no 
farther Trouble ; but. there was a Rule laid down by the 
noble Lord that fpoke laſt, or rather an Exception to a ge- 
neral Rule, which. I muſt beg Leave to take Notice of. 
The noble Lord admitted, that the King ought not to take 
Notice of any Gentleman's Behaviour in Parliament; but he 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. made an Exception which I cannot admit of. He faid, 
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the King might ſo far take Notice of a Gentleman's Beha- 
viour in Parliament, as to turn him out of his Service, if he 
there patronized any Jacobitiſh or Rupublican Schemes, My 


Lords, this is an Exception that totally deſtroys the Rule; 


for every Oppoſition to a Miniſter's Meaſures will by him be 
called a Jacobitiſh or Republican Scheme for diſtreſſing the 
Adminiſtration. His Majeſty is to truſt to his Parliament; 
for while he does ſo, he will have no Reaſon to be afraid 


of ſuch Schemes, The Houſe itſelf would ſend any Mem- 


ber to the Tozrer, that ſhould dare to introduce any ſuch 
Scheme ; and therefore, if the Houſe takes Notice of a Gen- 
tleman's Behaviour, his Majeſty ought not to believe, that 
it was either Jacobitiſh or Republican. Even the noble Lord 
who made this Exception admits, that no ſuch Caſe has lately 


happened, but fays, that his preſent Majeſty never diſmiſſed 


any one from his Service on Account of his Behaviour, in 
Parliament. I ſhall not fay he has; but ſeveral Members 
both of this and the other Houſe, have been diſmiſſed 
for no other Reaſon that could be gueſſed at; and as their 
Diſmiſſion unluckily happened, juſt after their having op- 
poſed, in Parliament, ſome favourite Scheme of the very Mi- 
niſter whoſe Conduct is now under our Conſideration, the 
World will believe, that there was no other Reaſon for diſ- 
miſſing them, and that this very Miniſter was the Perſon that 
gave ſuch a pernicious Advice to his Sovereign. 

This, my Lords, was a Belief more generally eſtabliſhed 
in this Nation than any other Belief we have amongſt us, 


long before he made the Declaration that has been menti- 


oned in this Debate ; but by that Declaration he has made 
this Belief certain, and has, in my Opinion, made it incon- 
fiſtent with the Dignity of any Lord in this Houſe to give 
a Negative to this Queſtion ; for after that Declaration, con- 
ſidering what has ſince happened, the World will ſuppoſe, 
that every Negative to this Queſtion proceeds from the Fear 
of loſing, or the Hopes of getting ſome Poſt or Penſion from 
the Crown. It will therefore be inconſiſtent with our Dig- 
nity to put a Negative upon this Motion; and I am fur- 
prized to hear the noble and learned Lord call it a ſevere 
Sentence, or ſay that it is not conſiſtent with our known 
Juſtice and Impartiality, to agree to this Addreſs, without firſt 
hearing the Miniſter in his own Defence. My Lords, it is 
nothing like a Sentence: In agreeing to ſuch an Addreſs we 
do not act in our judicative Capacity: We act only as the 
great and ſupreme Council of the Nation, and as ſuch we 
are obliged to give the beſt Advice we can to our Sovereign: 
For this Reaſon, ſuch Addreſſes have generally. been agreed 
N | | is 


„ 
to without hearing the Miniſter concerned; 
Occaſions we are not to conſider the Guilt or Innocence of 
the Miniſter, but the Safety of the Crown and the Intereſt 
of the Nation; and in all Caſes where we think either of 
theſe immediately at Stake, we ought to offer our Advice, 
let the Conſequences be what they will. 

I ſhall grant, my Lords, that by our Conſtitution his Ma- 
jeſty is not peremptorily obliged to follow our Advice upon 
this Subject, no more than upon any other; but is this a 
Reaſon for our not doing our Duty? If we think, that his 
Majeſty's continuing an unpopular Miniſter in his Service, 
may alienate from him the Hearts and Affections of his 
People: If we think, that a Miniſter has betrayed the In- 
tereſts of his Country, either by his Weakneſs or Wicked- 
neſs; is it not our Duty, as his Majeſty's chief Council, to 
adviſe him to diſmiſs ſuch a Miniſter? And ſhall we fail in 
our Duty towards our Sovereign, becauſe we apprehend, that 
Minifter may have ſuch an Influence over him as to pre- 
vent his following our Advice? My Lords, I do not think 
it conſiſtent with the Reſpect we owe to our Sovereign, to 
entertain any ſuch Apprehenſions; and, I am ſure, it would 
be no Sign of Affection or Duty in a Miniſter, to continue 
in his Majeſty's Service, after either Houſe of Parliament 
has addreſſed for his being removed. Therefore if we agree 
to this Addreſs, we ought to ſuppoſe, either that the King, 
out of his wonted Prudence, will remove the Minifter, or 
that the Miniſter, out of his Fidelity to his Prince, will re- 
move himſelf, by reſigning all his Employments, and retiring 
from his Majeſty's Councils and Preſence. 


To pretend, my Lords, that to remove a Miniſter, would 


be an Injury done him, unleſs he had done ſomething to 
deſerve being diſmiſſed, is a very extraordinary Sort of Doctine. 
Is not the King Maſter of his Servants; and has not every 
Maſter a Right to remove any one of his Servants without aſſign- 
ing a — ? The Parliament has a Right to adviſe the 
King what Servants he may employ, becauſe they are em- 
ployed in conducting the Affairs of the Nation; but no Man 
has a Right to be employed, or to continue in any Employ- 
ment not granted to him for Life, or ſor a Term of Vears; 
and the Parliament's deſiring the Removal of any Servant or 
Miniſter, is as good a Reaſon as the King can have for re- 
moving him. It would be a moſt pernicious Advice to tell 
che King, that he ought to conſider, whether the Addreſs of 
his Parliament be well or ill founded. But ſuppoſe the King 
mould follow fuch pernicious Advice, and deny the Requeſt 
of his Parliament, this might, it probably would, and it ought 
to raiſe an Animoſity in both Houſes of Parliament againſt 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. the Miniſter; but it could raiſe no Animoſity againſt the 
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Proteſts upon 
This Motion. 


King; and I hope the Parliament of Great Britain will al- 
ways be able to pull any Miniſter from behind the Throne; 
for if it ſhould not, that very Inability would be a Diſſo- 
lution of our Conſtitution, and therefore we ſhould have no 
Reaſon to apprehend the Conſtitutions being brought into 
any Danger by our making the Experiment. If our happy 
Conſtitution be yet entire, we may depend upon Succeſs: If 
it be already diſſolved, we have notlung to fear: But by 
making the Experiment, we have ſomething to hope ; be- 
cauſe we may thereby reſtore our Conſtitution ; and there- 
fore I am for agreeing to the Addreſs propoſed. 

The Queſtion being at laſt put upon this Motion, it was 
carried in the Negative by the Numbers as follows, vix. 

Contents 47, Proxies 12, in all 59, Not Contents 89, 
Proxies 19, in all 108. ; 


Which Motion occaſioned the following Proteſts. 


Digentient” 

1. * Becauſe we are perſuaded that a ſole, or even a firſt 
Miniſter, is an Officer unknown to the Law of Britain, in- 
conſiſtent with the Conſtitution of this Country, and deftruc. 
tive of Liberty in any Government whatſoever ; and it plainly 
appearing to us, that Sir Robert Waſpele has, for many Years 
acted, as ſuch, by taking upon himſelf the chief, if not the 
ſole Direction of Affairs, in the different Branches of the Ad- 
miniſtration, we could not but eſteem it to be our indiſpen- 
ible Duty, to offer our moſt humble Advice to his Ma- 
jeſty, for the Removal of a Miniſter ſo dangerous to the King 
and the Kingdoms. | 

2. Becauſe we think it appear'd in the Debate, that, 
in many Inſtances, of infinite Canſequence to the Intereſt 
of the Public, he has grofly abuſed the exorbitant Power 
which he illegally poſſeſſed himſelf of, particularly in the 
Management of the public Treaſure. And this, we con- 
ceive, muſt plainly appear to every impartial Perſon who 
recollects, that, for theſe twenty Years paſt, this King 
has paid the largeſt Taxes that ever were im upon 
it tin the Time of Peace; and yet that the public Debts 
remain much as they ſtood at the Time when this Gentleman 
firit entered upon the Management of the Treaſury; and that 
the Civil-Liſt, alſo, the largeſt that was ever granted to the 
Crown, is, as we have the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to believe, con- 
ſiderably in Debt at this Time. „ 

3. Becauſe we conceive it was plainly proved in former 
Debates, that the Army, fo greatly expenſive to this King- 
dom, and which only was granted by Parliament for the 
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Defence of it, had been managed, both as to Rewards and Ann. 14 Geo. II. 


Puniſhments, in ſuch Manner as to make it of no military 
Ute, but on the contrary, to render it ſubſervient, as we 
a prehend, to the very worſt of Purpoſes, the influencing Elec- 


_ tions without Doors, and Votes within. 


4. Becauſe we are perſuaded, that the vaſt Sums of Mo- 
bey. granted on different Heads for Sea Service, cannot poſ- 
bly have been faithfully applied; there having been as 
much Money granted by Parliament in the laſt fix or ſeven 
Years, upon the Jeverat Heads applicable to the repairing and 


rebuilding: our Shipe, as would have been ſufficient to rebuild 


the whole Fleet of Britain from the Keels of the Ships, and 
have put them thoroughly equipp'd to Sea: And yet it is 
moit notoriouſly true, that, ſince this War began, a very 
oreat Number of Ships have appeared to be in the wortt 
Condition for Sea-Service that ever they were known to be in 
the Memory of Man, and many of them ſcarcely fit for 
Spit head Expeditions 3 Ships having failed out of the River, 
deftin'd, as was pretended, for foreign Service, that have 
with Difficulty been able to ſwim into the Docks of  Por?/- 
muth or Plymouth for further Repairs. = 

. Becauſe we apprehend that, by the. Conduct of Sir 
Robert Walpole, in relation to foreign Affairs during the 
Courſe of his Adminiſtration, the Balance of Power in Europe 
has been deftroy'd; the Houſe of Bourbon has been aggran- 
dized in many Inſtances, particularly by the Addition of Lo- 
rain. The Houſe of Au//rie has been depreſs'd by the Loſs 
of Part of the Duchy of Milan, and the whole Kingdoms 
of Naples and Sicily: And if ſuch a Change in the Syſtem 
cf Europe, occaſioned by the Miſconduct of any Miniſter 
whatſoever, would be criminal, we cannot think it the leſs 
ſo in one who join'd in the Proſecution of the Authors of 
the Treaty of Utrecht, upon the particular Charge of having 
reduced the Houſe of Auftria too low, and kit the Houie 


of Prurhon too powerful, | | 


4. Becauſe it is a Fact not to be contradicted, that the 
$644; ord: were permitted quickly to poſſeſs themſelves of the 
Lan! belonging to our moſt important Fortreſs of Gibraltar, 
which this Kingdom was in Poſſeſſion of, by virtue of the 
Treaty of Utrecht, till the laſt Siege of that Place, by which 
Perm fon Fortifications were erected, and Batteries rais'd 
upon the ſaid Ground by the Spaniards, whereby the Uſe 
of the advantageous Bay of Gibraltar is loſt to England, 
and our Ships ever ſince forced to anchor both inconveniently 
and dangeroufly ander the Walls of the Town; and what 
naturally raiſes ha {rongelt Suſpicions in us of this unwar- 
-antable Proceeding, is, that a Brith Admiral, ſoon after, 

1740. 5 B 2 was 
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Ann. 14. Geo. II. was at Cadix with a powerful Squadron of Ships of the 


1740. 


Line, at the Time the e thus unjuſtly broke their 


1 Treaty, and that Admiral quietly and undiſturbed left them 


The Puke of 
Mas worough's 
Speech. 


in Poſſeſſion of that Ground, and convoyed their Troops to 
take Poſſeſſion of the Dominions of Tuſcany. 

7. Becauſe the Papers upon our Table, delivered to this 
Houſe from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, do plainly 
prove, that Sir Robert Walpole, by publicly conniving for 
many Years at the Trade carried on with this Nation from the 
Port of Duniirk, has given up the gth Article of the Treaty 
of Utrecht, which we cannot but look upon as a high Mil: 
demeanour, and the greater Crime in him, that no Man 
whaticever declared himſelf with more paſſionate Zeal than 
he did, againſt the Authors of the Treaty of Utrecht, for 
having favoured France in moſt of the Articles of that 
Treaty; in Conſequence of which Behaviour, it became pe- 
culiariy his Duty to preſerve inviolably thoſe Articles in it, 
which were inconteſtably ſtipulated for the Intereſt of this 
Crown and Nation. | | 


Bridgabater, N eſtoreland, Macclesfield, Litchjel, 
 Halifa:, R. Litchfield and Coventry, Talbot, 
Bucchugh, Bruce, Manſel, Cobham, Clinton, 
Deabigh, Falmouth, R. Lincoln, Berkſhire, Aylesfart, 
Beaufort, Carlifle, Bathurfl, Exeter, Hawerſham, 
Abingdon, St. Fohn de Bletſoe, Ward, Greenwich, 
Cover, Cheſterfield, Briftol, Bedford, Hereford. 


After the Determination of the foregoing Queſtion, the 
Duke of Marlborough roſe up and ſpoke as follows: 


* My Lords, though your Patience muſt undoubtedly be 
wearied by the unuſual Length of this Day's Debate, a De- 
bate protracted in my Opinion, not by. the gms, x 
the Queſtion, but by the Obſtinacy of Prejudice, the Ardor 
of Paſſion, and the Deſire of Victory; yet I doubt not but 
the Regard which this Houſe has always paid to the Safety 
and Hapvinets of the State, will incline you to ſupport the 
Fatigue of Attention a little longer, and to hear with your 
uſual Impartiality, another Motion. | 

Ihe Propoſition which I am about to lay down, my 
Lords, is not ſuch as can admit of Controverſy ; it is ſuch 
a itandiag Principle as was always acknowledged even by 
thoſe who have deviated from it. Such a known Truth as 
never was denied, though it appears ſometimes to have been 
$0rgotten. 


But, 
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But, my Lords, as it never can be forgotten without In- Ann. 14 Geo. H. 
jury to particular Perſons, and Danger to the State in ge- 24. 
neral, it cannot be too frequently recollected, or too firmly — 
eſtabliſned; it ought not only to be tacitly adnitted, but 
 publickly declared, ſince no Man's Fortune, Liberty, or Life 
can be ſafe, where his Judges ſhall think themſelves at Li- 
herty to act upon any other Principle. I therefore move, : 
That any Attempt to inflict any Kind of Puniſhment, on any bor ho — 
perſon without allowing him an Opportunity to make his on any At- 
Deſence, or without any Proof of any Crime or Miſdemeanor tempt to pu- 
committed by him, is contrary to natural Juſtice. The funda- niſh without a 
mental Laws of this Realm, and the antient, eſtabliſh'd Uſage Hearing, &c, 
of Parliament, and isa high Infringment of the Liberties of the 


Subject. „ 
The Duke of De vanbire. 


* My Lords, though the Motion made by the noble Duke, The Duke of 
s of ſuch a Kind, that no Oppoſition can be expected or Pevonſpire. 
feared, yet I riſe up to ſecond it, leſt it ſhon!d be imagined | 
that what cannot be rejected, is yet unwillingly admitted. 

That where this Maxim is not allowed and adher'd to, 

Rights and Liberties are empty Sounds, is unconteitably evi- 
dent; IF this Principle be foriaken, Guilt and Innocence ate 
equally ſecure, all Caution is vain, and all Teſtimony uſe- 
lef:. Caprice will in our Courts ſupply the Place of Rea- 
fon, and all Evidence muſt give Way to Malice, or to 
Fayour. 

I hope therefore, my Lords, that your Regard to Juſtice, 
to Truth, and to your own Safety, will influence you to 
confirm this great and ſelf- evident Principle by a ſtanding 
Reſolution, that may not only reſtrain Oppreſſion in the 
preient Age, but direct the judiciary Proceedings of our 
Succeſſors. 

| The Lord Lowel. | , | OE 

My Lords, Liberty and Juſtice muſt always ſupport each 
other, "they can never long flouriſh apart, cy 4 — . re 
Fxpedient that can be contrived to preſerve or enlarge Li. 
berty by Means arbitrary and oppreſſive, forms a Precedent 
which may in Time be mace uſe of to violate or deſtroy 
it, Liberty is in Effect ſuſpended, whenever Injuſtice is pra- 
ctiſed; for what is Liberty, my Lords, but the Power of 
doing Right without Fear, without Controul, and without 
Danger. | 

gt, my Lords, if any Man may be condemned unheard, 
if ſugar may precede Evidence, what Safety, or what 

Confidence can Integrity afford? It is in vain that any Man =' 

man well, and acts prudently, it is even in vain that he | | 
can prove the Juſtice and Prudence of his Conduct. By = 
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Ann. 14Geo, II. By Liberty, my Lords, can never be meant the Privi. 
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lege of doing Wrong without being accountable, becauſe Ii. 
berty is always ſpoken of as Happineſs, or one of the Means 
to Happineſs, and Happineſs and Virtue cannot be ſeparat- 
ed. The great Uſe of Liberty muſt therefore be to preſerye 
Jaitice from Violation, Juſtice the great public Virtue, by 
which a Kind of Equality is diffuſed over the whole Socie. 
25 by which Wealth is reſtrained from Oppreſſion, and In- 
eriority preſerved from Servitude. 

Liberty, general Liberty muſt imply general Juſtice ; for 
wherever any Part of a State can be unjuſt with Impunity, 


the reſt are Slaves. That to condemn any Man unheard i; 


The Lord 
Gower, 


The Earl of 
Halifax. 


oppreſſive and unjuſt, is beyond Controveſy demonſtrable, and 


that no ſuch Power is claimed by your Lordſhips, will, I 


hope, appear from your Reſolutions. 
The Lord Comer. 


My Lords, to the Principle laid down by thoſe noble 
Lords, I have no Objection, and concur with them in hop. 
ing that all our Proceedings will contribute to eſtabliſh it; 
but why it ſhould be confirmed by a formal Reſolution, why 
the Houſe ſhould ſolemnly declare their Aﬀent to a Maxim 
which it would be Madneſs to deny, it is beyond my Pe- 
netration to diſcover. „„ 

Though the noble Lord's Poſition cannot be controverted, 
yet his Motion, if it is deſigned to imply any Cenſure of 
the Proceedings of this Day, may reaſonably be rejected, 
and that ſome Cenſure is intended, we may conjecture, be- 
cauſe, no other Reaſon can be given why it was not made 
at ſome other Time. 


The Earl of Hallfax. 


* My Lords, that a Cenſure is intended will, I ſuppoſe, 
not be denied, and that ſuch a Cenſure is unjuſt muſt doubt- 
leſs be the Opinion of all thoſe who are ſuppoſed to have 
incurr'd it, and it will therefore not be wondered that the 
Motion is oppoſed by them, as indecent and calumnious: 
Late as it is, my Lords, I will not for my Part ſuffer ſuch 
an Indignity without Oppoſition, and ſhall think my Con- 
{ſcience and my Honour require, that I ſnould not be over- 
borne by Perſeverance or by Numbers, but that I ſhould, if 
cannot convince the noble Lords by Argument, of the Im- 


' propriety of the Motion, record my Reaſons againſt it, 


which may perhaps be more candidly received by Poiterity. 
The 


<< x. + weed» 
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The Lord Talbot. 


My Lords, it is not without Indignation that I hear a Motion The Lord 
ſo injurious to my own Honour, and to that of the noble Lords Talbot. 


who have concurred with me in the laſt Debate, nor with- 
out Contempt that I obſerved the Motion confounded with 
the Poſitions contained in it; the low Subtility of ſuch Con- 
duct is no leſs to be deſpiſed than the Malice to be abhorred. 

Fifty nine Lords are here branded as Strangers or Ene- 
mies to the firſt Principle of judicial Equity, for doing what 
will entitle them to the general Applauſe of every Man in 
the Kingdom that has the full Poſſeſſion of his Underſtand- 
ing or the free Uſe of his Senſes; of every Man that can 
ditinguiſh Truth or feel Oppreſſion. HE 
They have endeavoured to reſcue their Country from the 
Rapine of Penſioners, and the Tyranny of an Army, from 
perpetual Taxes, and uſeleſs Expences, they have attempted 
to expole the Errors of or Ignorance, and to depreſs 
the Power of Greatneſs fe on Corruption and ſwelling 
beyond legal Reſtraints, 

That for ſuch. Attempts they are vilified and reproached, 


is not to be obſerved without Indignation and Aſtoniſhment ; 


Aſtoniſiment which nothing could abate but the Recollec- 
tion of the Situation of thoſe Lords who have united to 
promote ſo unjuſt a Cenſure. 

Let us, my Lords, conſider the Circumſtances of the three 
noble Lords by whom this Motion has been made and ſup- 


ported, let us take a View of their Conduct, and conſider 


the viſible Motives to which it may be aſcribed, their Places, 
their Dependence 


The Earl of Cholmondeley. 


My Lords, I riſe thus abruptly to preſerye that Order The Earl of 
and Decency which is eſſential to public Councils, and par- Cholmondeley, 


ticularly ſuitable to the Dignity of this Aſſembly, which can 
only become a Scene of 'Tumult and Confuſion by ſuch 
Methods of Debate, and loſe that Reſpect which it hi- 
therto preſerved, not only by the Juſtice of its Determina- 
tions, but by the folemn Grandeur of its Procedure. 

The Motion, my Lords, is allowed to contain nothing but 
what every Man avows in Speculation, and obſerves, or ought 
to cbſerve, in public Tranſactions, and yet thoſe that offer 
and ſupport it are repreſented as Abettors of Oppreſſion, and 
Inſtruments of Tyranny. IDE , 

t 


The E rl of 
Aving don. 


by no means neceſſary, or particularly adapted to the preſent 
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Ann. 14 Geo, II. It is ſurely wonderful, my Lords, that thoſe who are fo ſo⸗ 


licitous for the Preſervation of their own Honour, and ſo 
diligent to obviate the moſt remote Reflection that may 
glance upon it, ſhould not remember, that the fame Deli. 
cacy may raiſe in others the ſame Reſentment, when their 
Reputation is openly attacked ; and that while they are af. 
ſerting the Right of the Minority to an Exemption from Cen- 


ſure, they ſhall not allow the greater Number, at leaſt an 


equal Claim to the fame Privilege.” | 
The Lord Talbot. 


My Lords, whether any thing has eſcaped from me that 
deſerve ſuch ſevere Animadverſions, your Lordſhips muſt de- 
cide. For what I. might intend to ſay, ſince by the Inter- 
ruption of that noble Lord, I was hindered from proceeding, 
I hope I ſhall not be accountable. | 

Not that I acknowledge myſelf to have aſſerted any thing 
either contrary to Law, or to the Privileges of the Houſe, or 
inconſiſtent with the Character of an independent Lord, a 
Character which 1 ſhall always eadeavour to preſerve, and 
which I will not forfeit for the Smiles of a Court, the Dig- 
nity of high Employment, or the Affluences of a Penſion. 

Nor, my Lord, whenever the Neceſſities of my Country 
require that I ſhould ſpeak my Sentiments with Freedom, 
will I be awed into Silence and Submiſſion, but will ſet any 
Power at Defiance that ſhall dare to reſtrain me. 

I pretend not, my Lords, to be always in the Right, I 
claim no other Merit than that of meaning well, and when 
I am convinced, after proper Examination, that I am engaged 
on the Side of Truth, I will trample on that Inſolence that 
ſhall command me to ſuppreſs my Sentiments. 

When I reflect, my Lords, on the Diſtreſſes of my Country, 
when I obſerve the Security and Arrogance, of thoſe whom 
J conſider as the Authors of the public Miſeries, I cannot 
always contain my Reſentment, I may perhaps ſometimes 
{tart out into unbecoming Tranſports, and ſpeak in Terms 
not very ceremonious of ſuch abandon'd ſuch deteſtable —— 
But as this is, perhaps, not the Language of the Houle, 
J ſhall endeavour to repreſs it, and hope that the Bounds of 
Decency have never been ſo far tranſgreſſed by me that! 
ſhould be expoſed to the Cenſure of your Lordſhips. 


The Earl of Abingdm. 
My Lords, the preſent Motion is undoubtedly juſt, but 


Time. 
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Time. It : contains a general Principle, unconteſted, and eſta- 
bliſhed. A Principle which this Aſſembly has never denied, 


and from which I know not that it has ever departed. 
As there is therefore. no particular Neceſſity of confirming 
it by a new Reſolution, and as the preſent Jime ſeems leis 
proper than any other, I cannot but declare my Opinion, that 
to reſume it; at ſome other Time will be more prudent, than 
to give the Lords who think their Conduct cenſured, any 
Occaſion of Reſentment or Diſcontent.” 


The Lord Carteret. 


My Lords, the Maxim laid down in the preſent Motion, 
is in itſelf inconteſtable, and ſo far from any inconſiſtency with 
the former, that as there was no Reaſon for making it, there 
is, in my Opinion, none for oppoſing it; as it may at any 
Time be made, it may at any Time be properly paſſed : And 
J hope that our Unanimity, on this Occaſion will ſhow that 
Truth how ever unſeaſonably advanced, will, in this Houſe, 
be always received. | | | 

But, left the noble Lords who have oppoſed the Motion, 
ſhould think their Honour engaged in continuing. the Op- 
poſition, I take the Liberty, my Lords, to move that the 
previous Queſtion may be put.” 55 14 Sateet 


Ann. 14 Geo, II. 
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rhe Lord 


Carteret. 


Other Lords ſpoke on both Sides, and at laſt, the pre- Diviſion on 


vious Queſtion was put by the Lord Chancellor and carried. 
« L TS: 


Difſentient® 


* Becauſe we think this Queftion ought not to have been proteſtthereon 


put at this Time, for though the Propoſition contained in 
it is undoubtedly true in itſelf; yet we apprehend it to be 
no wiſe applicable to the Point which had been ſo long de- 
bated the ſame Day. For we conceive that public Utility 
may render it neceſſary that a Perſon ſhould be. removed 
from an Office, and yet that Removal cannot be deemed 
a Puniſhment ; for Inſtance, in the Caſe of Incapacity.. Sure- 
ly then, wilful Neglects, Breach of Duty, and evident Mal- 
verſation in an Office, may- juſtly require this great Council 
of State to preſent an humble * Addreſs to his Mejeſty for 
the Removal of any Perſon guilty of ſuch Crimes, in or- 
der to prevent public Detriment. And we cannot appre- 
hend, that the Motion which occaſioned the former Debate, 
was by no Means void of Froofs, ſince the Treaties \ and 
Papers referred to (being is. Records in the Poſſeſſion of the 


the previous 
Queſtion. 


Houſe) and the Notoriety of many Facts alledged, were, in 


our Opinion, equal to a Cloud of Witneſſes. For theſe Rea- 
1740. 108 ſons, 


| 
| 
| 
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ſons, alt h we agree to the Matter contain'd in the 
tion, —— in our judicial Capacity, would 2 
from the Rules laid down in it, yet we cannot but wiſh the 
Queſtion had been laid afide, leſt a wicked Miniſter here- 
after ſhould think himſelf ſecure in his Office, if he cannot 
be brought perſonally to anſwer at the Bar of this Houſe 


and Witneſſes Viva voce, cannot be produced.” 


Signed by the Names as before, vith 


the Addition of Sandwich. 


A Liſt of the Lords who voted for and againſt the firſt 8 
Againſt the Addre. 


Neuter. 


Prince of Walks 


Coventry 


Belford 
Clifton 
Brook 
Tale 


Wilmington 
Againſt the Addreſs. 


BIS HO Ps. 


Archb. C anterbury 
Durham | 
Winchefter © 
Noc heſter 
Hereford 
Sarum 

St. David's 
Ghuceſter 
Oxford 

St. Aſaph 
Norwich 
Bangor 

Briſtol 
Chicheſter 
Landa 


Lord Chancelbr 


Lord Privy-Seal. 
Ld. Steward 
Li. Chamberlain. 


DuxeEs. 


Richmond 
St. Albans 
Bolton 
Leeds 
Dewm/hire © 


Jerſey 
Grantham 


Azainlt 
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Againft the Addrefi. | For the Addr — 
| i | *or the 1741. 
| Gedolphin Doux Es. 
| Cholmondely - 
Sutherland Beaufort 
| Morton Bedford 
Loudon | | Greenwich 
Finlater Buccleugh 
Dunmore Bridgwater 
Hyndford g 
Portmore EAR LS. 
Hay i 
Oxford Exeter 
Dartmouth ©. North 
Taxnkerwville Denbigh 
Cooper | N +1 60} 
— 5 Berkſhire 
__Valdgrawe Stamford 
FTitzabailler Winchelſoa 
E fing ham Thanet 
Malton Sandwich 
V. Fauconber Cheſterfield | 
V. — | Carliſle 
V. Lymingtor Sbaftabury 
V. Harcourt Litchfield. 
- SOUDL. Abingdon 
Harr mgton Ine Rockingham 
Abergavemny | Hylesford 
Delawar | 1 Briſtol 
Dudley | Fa, oo 
= 0, Prin | tan 
0 of — af 4 
Wakefield 
Biſbop of Lincoln 
e 
F. Cobham 
LorDps. 
Clinton 
North and Guilford 
S 7. John of B leiſoe. 
Bruce 
Leigh 
Wo, ard 
Craven 
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| Ann 14 Geo, II. Foot '- Dail J 
| 85 774% Por the Addreſs For the Addreſs, | . 
| Carteret Majham ; f 
| Hawwer/ſham | Bathurſt [ 

Þ Gower Nm . 
i Mont 2 a | Talbot. ( 
| 7 
Manſel 25 N a 
February 26, 1740-41. The Order of the Day being mad 


for the ſecond Reading of the Bill entituled, An Act for the 
better ſecuring the Frecdim of Parliaments by limiting the Num- 
ber of Cſiicers in the Houje of Common. I he faid Bill was 
read a ſecond I ime, and it being mov'd to commit the Bill, 
the fame was objected to. After Debate, the Queſtion. was 
put, Whether the jaid Bill ſhall be committed? It was re- 
ſolved in the Negative. Content 44. Not Content 63. 


—— — W 


4 n r. ol; e = 


Northampton, Shaftsbury, Stanhope, C Lifton. | 


| Diſertiert 3 NNE 

1. * Becauſe we conceive, that our Conſtitution itſelf points 

Proteſt on re- out this Bill, as one of its, principal Securities; a due Poize 

1 the and Independency of the three ſeveral Conſtituent Parts of 

Flace- Bill. the Supreme Legiflative Power, being required by the Spitit 
of our Conſtitution, and abſolutely neceſſary to its Exiſtence. 

If any one of theſe becomes dependent on the other, the 

Conſiitation 1s dangerouy altered : But if any two become 

dependent on the third, it is totally ſubverted, and the wiſeſt 

Eſtabliſiment that ever was formed of a free Government, 

| ſhrinks and degenerates into a Monarchical and Ariflocratical, 
| or Democratical Faction. We therefore think we cannot be 
too careful in providing againſt whatever may, at any. Time, 

affect this juſt Poize, and neceſſary Independency of the three 

Eſtates. And this Caution ſeems the more requiſite, , now, 

when, from the inevitable Variation of Things, Employ- 

ments are become exceedingly numerous, and are yet further 
N artfully ſplit, divided, ſubdivided, and encreaſed in Value, 
in order to add both Extent and Weight to their Influence. 
Two hundred Employments are diftributed in the preſent 
Houſe of Commons; a dangerous Circumſtance ! And which, 

= if it could Fove been foretold to our Anceſtors even in the 
| latter End cf the laſt Century, the Prediction would have 
been rejected by them as Chimerical, or, if believed, la- 
mented as Fatal; and ſhould the Nuniber of Employments 
continue to encreale in the ſame Proportion, even awe may 
live to fee, for want of this Bill, a conſant Majority of 
ED, Placemen 


— . — 
** — — 


n a 
Placemen meeting under the Name of a Parliament, to eſta- Ann. 14 Geo. II. 
bliſh Grievances inſtead of redreſſing them, to approve im- 1741. 
plicitly the Meaſures of a Court without Information; to 
ſupport and Screen the Miniſters they ought to controul or 
puniſh, and to grant Money <uithout Account, or it may be, 
avithout Bounds, In which Cate, the remaining Forms of our 
Conſtitution would, by creating a fatal Deluſion, become our 
reateſt Grievance. FP | | 
2. Tho' we don't abſolutely affert, That Employments ne- 
ceiſarily muſt, yet we cannot ſuppoſe, that they never will, 
mfluence the Votes and Conduct of the Gentlemen of the 
Houſe of Commons; for ſuch a Suppoſition would be equally 
concluſive againſt all the Acts of Parliament now in Force, | 
limiting the Number of Officers of any kind in that Houle ; 
and, m a Caſe of ſuch Importance, we think it would be 
the higheſt Imprudence, to truſt the very Being of our Conſti- 
tution to bare Poſſibilities; eſpecially if an Experience (which 
we 1ather chaſe to hint at than enlarge upon) ſhould give us 
jull Keaton to ſuipect, that former Parliaments have felt the 
Effect of this baneful Infiuence, almoſt all Perſons in Employ- 
ments having voted invariably on the ſame Side of the Queſti- 
on, ten againſt the known and ſignified Senſe of their Con- 
ſttuents, and ſometimes perhaps even contrary to their own 
prwate fZeclarations ; and no ſooner did they preſume to devi- 
ate from the i iniſterial Track, than they were diveſted of thoſe 
Empiuymeats that failed of their intended Influence. But, ad- 
mitung that the preſent Houſe of Commons has kept itſelf 
moſt untaintedly pure from ſuch Pollution; yet we think it 
neceſſary, not to expoſe future Parliaments to ſuch a Trial, 
nor the Conſtitution to the Uncertainty of the Deciſion. | 
2 Becauſe, though it ſhould be granted, that this Bill 
would have reſtrained in ſome Degree the Liberty of the 
Flectors, that Objection has no Weight _ this Occaſion, 
every i.aw being, in ſame Degree, a Reſtraint upon the 
natural Liberty of Man, but yet juſtly enacted, wherever 
the Good of the Whole (which ſhould be the Object of 
every Law) is promoted thereby; and we apprehend, that 
this Reſtraint is of ſuch a Nature, that thoſe only will be 
uneaſy under it who intended to abuſe the Liberty. The 
Votes of the Ele Sors of Great Rritain, if unbiaſſed, would ra- 
rely concur in the Choice of Perſons who were the avowed Crea- 
tures of a Miniſter, known Dependants on a Court, and utterly. 
unknown to thoſe who ele& them. But if, in an Age, when _ 
Luxury invites Corruption, and Corruption feeds. Luxury, 
there is too much Reaſon to fear, that the People may be 
prevailed upon, in many Places by a Pecuniary Influence, 
to give their Votes to thoſe whom their uninfluenced Sen- 
Tm tzments 


a —4ͤ%4 4 2 KU—U— 


(67380 


Ana, 14 Geo. II. timents would reject with Indignation and Contem we 
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think it neceſſary to lay this juſt and conſtitutonial Neſtraint 
upon the Liberties of Some, as the only Means to preſerve 


the Liberties of All. By former Acts of Parliament, the Elec. 
tors are already debarred from electing Perſons in certain 
conſiderable Employments ; and in the A for preferwing on 
_ Conflitution, by ſettling the Crown the t 

Family, it was enacted, That no Perſon whatſoever in Em- 
ployment ſhould be capable of being choſen a Member of 
the Houſe of Cammons. Such was then the Spirit of Liberty, 
that even this Total Excluſion could not be refuſed, nor 
could the Repeal of it afterwards be obtained, without en. 
acting a Limitation of Placemen allowed to fit in the Houſe 
of Commons, and a new Election of my Perſon who, whilt 
he was a Member of that Houfe, ſhould accept of any Em- 
ployment under the Crown ; as likewife a Total ( we wiſh we 
could ſay an Effectual) Exclufion of all Perſons holding Em. 
ployments erected fince the paſſing of that Act; and there is 
no Reafon to doubt, but that the ſame Spirit of Precaution 
would, upon the fame conſtitutional Principles, have been car- 


ried much farther at that Time, could it then have been 


forſeen or imagined, that the Excluſion of ſome Civil Officers 
would have been rendered uſeleſs, by the Introduction of ſo 
many Military ones; and ſo many Perſons in Employmentz, 
infinitely inferior, both in Rank and Profit, to thoſe excluded 
by theſe ſeveral Acts, could ever have been by any Means 
elected into Parliament: and indeed it ſeems to us highly in- 
congruous, that Inferior Clerks,, and Attendants of Offices, who 
Have not Seats in the Preſence of their Maſters, ſhould be 
admitted to have Seats in the Leg5/ature, and therefore become 
the Check and Controul of their Maſters themſelves. 

4. Becauſe we do not apprehend, that the Freedom of Par- 
liament is now in the leaft ſecured by the Obligation laid 


upon all Members of the Houſe of Commons, who accept any 


Employment under the Crown of being re- elected, Experience 
having ſhewn us, that this ſeeming Security is for the moſt 
Part become ineffectual, there being very few Inſtances of 
Perſons failing in ſuch Re- elections, tho* utter Strangers to 
their Electors; and it is natural to ſuppoſe, that, when the 
Means of Corrupting are greater, the Succeſs of the Candidate 
recommending himſelf by Corruption only, will not be lets. 


5. Becauſe we obſerve with Concern, that a Bill of this Na- 
ture has been already thrice rejected by this very Houſe of 
Commons, and not been allowed to be committed, ſo as to 
have it known how far it was propoſed to extend, vhich in 
our Opinions, implied a firm Reſolution not to admit of any 


further Excluſion of Employments whatſoever : Whereas, - 
* this 


Ons 
2 8 ES a Saas” is ts. - LO w_- ” oY — 


4 


r o . F; an. Wy” 


ht td a4 — " 


For all the above Reaſons except the laſt, 
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this laſt Seſlion of this Parliament, this Bill was ſent up to Ann 24 Ces I. 
us, after having paſſed thro? all the Forms of the other Houle | | 


without the leaſt Oppoſition. This we conceiye can only pro- 
ceed either from their Conviction at laſt of the Necellity of ſuch 
a Bill, of which they are ſurely the propereſt Judges, or in Com- 
pliance with the almoſt! univerſal Inſtructions of their Conſti- 
tuents, whoſe Voice we think ought to haye ſome Weight 
even bere ; or laſtly, to delude their Conſtituents themſelves, 
by tacitly conſenting to what they were either told, or hoped, 
this Houſe will refuſe. And in this Caſe we apprehend, That 
a Confidence ſo injurious and Diſhonourable, ought to have 
been diſappointed from a juſt Senſe of the Contempt thereby 
ſhewn of the Credit, Weight, and Dignity of this Houle. 

6. Becauſe we think it particularly ſeaſonable, ſo near the 


End of this Parliament, to provide for the Freedom and In- 


dependency of the next? and as we conſider this Opporty- 
nity as the only one we are likely to have, for ſome Years 
at leaſt, to do it, it is with the greater Concern that we 
ſee this Bill thus laid aſide, rather by a Diviſion than a De- 
bate, and by Numbers rather than Arguments. But however 


unſucceſsful our Endeavours have been for the future Securi- 
ty of this Conſtitution ; however unavailing our Deſire of 


enquiring into paſt and preſent Tranſactions; however fruit- 
leſs our Attempts to prevent future Miſmanagements, by a 
Cenſure of the paſt, and the Removal of the Author of 
them: We have at leaſt this Comfort of tranſmitting our 
Names to Poſterity, as diſſenting from tholt Meaſures of which 
the preſent Age 4 ficient y teſt its Diflike, and of which 


the next may. too probably feel the fatal Conſequences. 
Abingdon, Bridgavater, Haven, Macclesfield, 


Greenwich, Hereford, Aylesford, Warrington, 
Bruce, R. Litch. and Cov. Carliſle, Talbot, 

Gower, Ward, Manſel, Cobham, Cheſterfield, 
Majham, Hallifax, gh, 


Foly, 


March g. 1740 41. This Day the Bill entituled, 4» 4# Proteſt on the | 


1741. 


fir puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the better Payment Mutiny and 


of the Army and their Quarters, being xead a third Time, Deſertion-Bill 
the Queſtion was put, Whether this Bill ſhall paſs ? It was 


reſolved in the Affirmative, 
| Diſſentient 
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Ann. 14 Geo. II. Diſſentient” ö Ta TEST 3 

174%:  * Becauſe it does not appear to us, That the Forces which 
are now kept up within this Realm, are to be employed to 
annoy our Enemies Abroad; and we are ſatisfied, the Af. 
fections of the People to his Majeſty and the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion are ſuch, that there can be no Occaſion for them to keep 

this Nation in Awe. | ; 


Abingdon, Litchfield, Warrington, Ajlesford, "c arlifk. 


April 25. The King cloſed the Seſſion with a Speech w 
both Honfet; which ſee in Chand. Hiſt of 14 Geo. II. 1740. 
Page 3 35. 1 
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DEBATES 
IN TIN 


COTS PARLIAMENT. 


H E Parliament of Scotland, on the 6th of Fuly, Anno 3 Annæ, 
: met at Edinburgh, and her Majeſty's Commiſſion to 


the right honourable the Marquis of Twweedale, for 
repreſenting her Royal Perſon in this Seſſion of Parliament, 


was read by the Lord Clerk. regiſter, and ordered to be re- 
corded, The 11th they met again, and her Majeſty's gra- 


cous Letter was preſented by bis Grace the Lord youu 


Commiſſioner, which follows in this manner: 


ANNE X. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


O THIN has troubled us more fince our Ac- Queen's Lettev 


ce 4 ceſſion to the Crowns of theſe Realms, than the to the Scotiſn 
Parliament. 


© unſectled State of Affairs in that our antient Kiagdom. 
« We hoped, that the Foundations of the Differences and 


« Animoſities that, to our great Regret, we diſcovered among 


« vou, did not lie ſo deep, but that by the Methods we have 


& proceeded in, they might have been removed. 


6c But, inſtead of Succeſs in our Endeavours, the Rent is 

© become wide; nay, Diviſions have proceeded to ſuch a 
eight, as to prove Matter of Encouragement to our E- 
nemies beyond Sea, to employ their Emiſſaries among 
** you, in order to debauch our good Subjects from their 
* Allegiance, and to render that our antient Kingdom a 
© Scene of Blood and Diſorder, merely (as they ſpeak) to 


* make you ſerve fora Diverſion. 


* But we are willing to hogs, chat none of our S. bjects. 
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| Anne 3 Annz, © but ſuch as were obnoxjous to the Laws for their Crimes, 
þ 17 04- or Men of low and deſperate Fortunes, or that are other- 
4 AW © wiſe inconſiderable, have given Ear to ſuch pernicious 
| | „ Contrivances. And we have no Reaſon to doubt of the 
& Aſſurances given us by thoſe now entruſted with our Ay. 
&* thority, that they will uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to con- 
* vince our People of the Advantages and Neceſſity of the 
© preicnt Meaſures; for we have always been inclined: to 
believe, that the late Miſtake did not procecd from any 
« want of Duty and Reſpect to us, but only from different 
* O-inions as to Meaſures of Government. | 
« This being the Caſe, we are reſolved, for the full Con- 
« tentment and Satisfaction of our People, to grant what- 
ever can in Reaſon be demanded, for rectifying of Abuſes, 
„ at quieting the Minds of all our good Subjects. 
In order to this, we have named the Marquis of Twee- 
© date our Commiſſioner, he being a Perſon of whoſe Ca- 
% p city and Probity, or Qualifications and Diſpoſitions to 
« {erve us and the Country, neither we nor you can have 
„any Doubt. And we have fully empowered him, to give 
© you urqueitionable Proofs of our Reſolution to maintain 
© the Government both in Church and State, as by Law 
« ellab/ifhed, in that our Kingdom; and to conſent to ſuch 
„Laws as ſhall! be found wanting for the further Security of 
« both, and preventing all Encroachments on the ſame for 
© the future. ; 
« „having done our Part, we are perſuaded that you 
& wii fail to do yours, but will lay hold on this Oppor- 
« tunity, to ſhew to the World the Sincerity of the Profel- 
« ſions made to us, and that it was the true Love of your 
„% Country, and the Senſe of your Duty to it, and therefore 
c not the want of Duty to us, (ior we ſhall always reckon 
cc theſe two inconfiitent) that was at the Bottom of the late 
% Miſunderſtandings. | oy 
4 The main I hing that we recommend to you, and which 
« we recommend to you With all the Earneſtneſs we are ca- 
« pable of, is the ſettling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
« Line, as that which is abſoiutely neceflary for your own 
« -eace and Happineſs, as well as our Quiet and Security in 
al] our Domipious, and for the Reputation of our Affairs 
4 Abroad; ard conſequent'y for the ſtrengthening the Pro- 
&« teſtant Intereſt every where. | 
© This has been our fixed Judgment and Reſolution ever 
« jince we came to the Crown; and tho? hitherto Opportu- 
„„ ities have nor anſwered our Intention, Matters are now 
« come to that pals, by the andoubted Evidence of the De- 
+ {pn of our Enemies, that a longer Delay of ſettling the 
| « Succeſion 


i | (in) 

« Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, may have very dange- Anno 3 Anna” 
« rous Conſequences; and a Diſappointment of it would 1704+ 
e infallibly make that our Kingdom the Seat of War, and  V 
« expoſe it to a Devaliation and Ruin. 

« As to Terms and Conditions of Government, with 
e regard to the Succeſſion, we have-empowered our Com- 
« miſſioner to give the Royal Aſſent to whatever can in 
“ Reaſon be demanded, and is in our Power to grant, for 
« ſecuring the Sovereignty and Liberties of that our aatient 
« Kingdom. | ; 

« We are now in a War, which makes it neceſſary ta 
« provide for the Defence of the Kingdom, the Time of the 
“Funds that were lately given — Maintenance of the 
« Land-Forces being expired, and the ſaid Funds exhauſted. 
« Proviſion ought alſo to be made for ſupplying the Maga- 
“ zines with Arms and tene and repairing the 
« Forts and Caſtles, and for the Change of the Frigates, 
« that prove ſo uſeful for guarding the Coafis. 

« We earneſtly recommend to you whatever may contri- \ 
« bute to the Advancement of 0 Piety, and the Diſcou- 
« ragement of Vice and Immorality; and we doubt not but 
you will take Care to encourage Trade, and to improve 
* the Product and Manufactories of the Nation: Ia all 
which, and every thing elſe that can be for the Good and 
Happineſs of our People, you ſhall have our hearty and 
ready Concurrence. We ſhall only add, that Unanimity 
and Moderation in all your Proceedings will be of great 
Uſe, for bringing to a happy Iſſue the important Affairs 
that we have laid before you, and will alſo be acceptable 
to us: So we bid you heartily farewel.” ; 


Given at our Court at Windſor Caſtle, the 25th Day of 
June, 1704. And of our Reign the third Year. 


By her Majeſty's Command, 
Sic Subſeribitur, Al. WzpDERBURN. 


This done, her Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, the right. 
honourable the Earl of Seafie/d, Lord High Chancellor, and 
the right honourable the Earl of Cromarty, principal Secre- 
tary of State, made the following Speeches : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


* You have heard the Queen's gracious Letter; her M High Comer” 
jeſty therein expreſſes ſuch a Corcern for the Good and W. fi 
fare of this Nation, and gives ſuch unqueſtionab'c Proofe » 

it, as prevents even your Wiſhes. Ido not in che 

but when you duly conſider the aprt of this Tet 


jt 


Civ) 


| Anno 3 Annz, will be all of the ſame Mind with me, that it is now in our 


1704. 


Power to make ourſelves and our Poſterity happy. 

Such, indeed, are her Majeſty's gracious Condeſcention 
that, in order to obtain what is for our Good, we need on 
Propoſe it, provided you do it, as no doubt you Will, with 
the Regard and Deference that are due to ſo gracious a 80 
vereign, -and that in your Demands you keep within juſt and 
reaſonable Boungs, and aſk nothing but what is in her Ma- 
jeſty's Power to grant. , 

If there be any thing yet wanting for the beiter ſe 
curing our Religion, and the preſent Church Government, 
as now by Law eſtablithed ; or for the ſuppreſſing of Vice, 
and encouraging of Virtue; if any Grievances to be re. 
dreſſed, and new Laws found neceflary, as I doubt not but 
there will, for rectifying of Abuſes crept into your Conſti. 
tution, or Adminiltration of the Government, or any Part 
of it, whether it be in Policy or Juſtice; or for removing all 
Encroachments upon the Sovereignty, or Liberties of the 
Nation, and the ſecuring and preſerving theſe entire and 
inviolable to ourſelves and our Poſterity; 1 am fully em- 
Powered and entruſted, not only in theſe Matters, to give 


you what reaſonable Satisfaction you can demand; but like. 


wile in any thing that may be propoſed, for improving of 
Learning, the Advancement of T'rade, and encouraging 
Rlanufactories: So that, in effect, nothing hath eſcaped her 
Majeſty's Care, that can any ways contribute to make you 
a flouriſhing and happy People, ſhe reckoning the Welfare, 


Peace and Profperity of her Subjects, the only way to * 


own Greatneſs and Happineſs. 

And yet, as if all this were too little, her Majeſty ex- 
tends her Care for you further, in recommending to you, as 
you have heard, the ſettling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant 
Line ; and this her Majeſty. recommends to you with all the 
Earveſtaeſs ſhe is capable of, as that which is abſolutely 
neceſſary for ſecuring to yourſelves, and tranſmitting. to 
your Poſterity, your Religion and Liberties, or whatever 
elſe you have or can have that is valuable. Sure her Ma- 
jeſty can have no Concern in this, but the Intereſt of her 
People, which does to evidently require the ſettling of the 
Succeſſion, and the ſettling of it at this Time, that, I hops 
no true Proteſtant, and Lover of his Country, will; when he 
hath ſeriouſly thought on it, find juit Ground to oppoſe it. 

« Her Majeſty having thus done her Part, and in a Man- 


ner ſo good and generous, and evidently diſintereſted, it re- 


mains that we fail not to do ours, by letting go this great 
Opportunity (which, if now loſt, may poſſibly never be re- 


covered) to deliver this Nation from the Inconveniencies and 


Hardſhips 
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Hardſhips that Ie" hath lain under ever fince the Union of Anno 3 Anne, 


the Crowns, and which of late have grown heavier upon it. 


Her Majeſty hath alſo recommended to youthe Supplies 28 


that are wanting for the Purpoſes mentioned in her Letter, 
which I need not repeat; for ſure there are none here, who 
are not convinced of the Neceſſity of them, and who will 
not heartily, concur in giving of them, no withſtanding the 
low Circumſtances the Country is in at nt; eſpecially 
ſeeing her Majeſty allows you to enquire into the Miſappli- 
cations of former Funds given and appropriated by Parlia- 
ment, and to take ſuch a Courſe as may prevent the like 
for the future, ; 

« One Thing more I have to add, and that is concerning 
the Buſineſs of the Plot, of which ſo great Noiſe hath been 
made in our Neighbour Nation: Her Majeſty hath allowed 
me to acquaint you, that in due Time the whole Matter 
ſhall be laid before you, and that ſhe hath given the neceſ- 
ſary Orders for having both the Perſons that have been ex- 
amined in England, and the Papers that relate to that Affair, 
ſent hither. Her Majeſty doubts not but your Enquiries into 
that Plot, or any other Practices of the like Nature, will 
end in your laying down ſolid Meaſures for preventing of 
them, or the fatal Conſequences of them in Time to come; 
and as to any Queſtions or Conteit that may ariſe upon ſuch 
Euquiries amongtt you, her Majeſty hopes, that you will 
manage them with all the Temper and Moderation that the 
Nature of the Thing will allow, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« 1 have ſpoke long, contrary to my Way and Inclination, 
and therefore I ſhall only add, in a Word, as to myſelf, that 
I am very ſenſible of my Uaßitneſs for ſo great a Truſt ; but 
tioce ſuch is her Majeſty's Pleaſure, I will do my beſt, and 
| ſhall eſteem myſelf very happy, if I can any ways con- 
tribute to bring Matters to any Settlement in this Nation, 
It is a great Encouragement to me, I muſt own it, that the 
preſent Opportunity, in a Manner, enables me to give, at 
the ſame Time, the greateſt Proofs that I can ever hope to 
give of my Puty to her Majeſty, my Love to my Country, 
and my Reſpect to Parliaments, in 2 — this honour- 
able Meeting. 

The Lord High- Commiſſioner having done, Famer, Earl 
of Seafield, Lord Hg Contr, — the Word, and 
ſpoke to this Effect: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


© You have heard her Majeſty's ws gracious Letter, Lord Chan» 


ed Speech. 


and what his Grace my n hath been pleaf: cellor's 


(vi) 


Anno 3 Anne, ed to add; which do fully lay before you the weighty and 


great Reaſons, for which her Majeſty hath been pleaſed to 


WY call you tofether at this Time; and you muſt all be con. 


vinced, that the chief Delign of her Majeſty's Government 
is to advance the Happineſs and Welfare of her People, and to 
protect them in the full Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of their 
Religion and Civil Concerns. _ | 

Her Majeiy doth, with a very tender and afteQionate 
Concern, lay be U re you the Danger of Diviſions and Ani. 
moſities; and recommends to you, to employ your Thoughts 
for promoting what is for the Security and Advantage of the 
Kingdom: And you cannot but be ſenſible, that our Divi. 
ſions muſt encourage our Enemies Abroad, to form Deſigns to 
diſturb the Peace and Tranquility we now enjoy ; and there- 
fore ye will, no. doubt, make uſe of this Opportunity to 
convince all, that this Nation is fixed and firm in their Loy- 
alty to her Majeſty, and that all her good Subjects will con. 
ſtantly ſupport her Government. 

© Her Majeſty doth, with great Earneſtneſs, recommend 
the ſettling of the Succeſſion to the Crown in the Proteſ. 
tant Line, as what would be the ſureſt Foundation for the 
Security of your Religion and Liberties, and will contribute 
greatly to the Advancement of the Proteſtant Intereſt ever) 
where; and this being of ſo great Conſequence, it is not to 
be doubted, but that you will think this the fit Opportunity for 
taking it under your Conſideration, while we have the Ad. 
vantage of being convened in Peace under her Majeſty's 
Protection, and can deliberately conſider what is the moſt 
Profitable Mean for the future, to ſecure and preſerve all that 
is valuable to us: And, for your further Encouragement, 
you have heard how her Majeſty hath given full InſtraQions 
to her Commiſſioner, to grant ſuch Conditions of Govern- 
ment, with regard to the Succeſſor, as can reaſonably be 
demanded, for ſecuring of the Sovereignty and Liberties of 
this Kingdom; ſo that nothing is wanting on her Majeſty's 
Part, that is neceſſary for the Eſtabliſhment and Security of 
this Nation. | 

« You know that her Majeſty is engaged in a moſt juſt and 
neceſſary War, for the Defence of the Liberties of Europe, 
which makes it neceſſary that Supplies be given for main- 
taining the Forces, for repairing the Forts and Garriſon, 
for providing the Magazines with Arms and Ammunition, 
and for maintaining the Frigats, which have proved ſo ue: 
ful for the guarding of your Trade: All theſe being 0 
plainly needful, it is not to be doubted, but that you will 
readily comply therewith. It is to be regretted, that the 
Nation is in fo low a Condition; but what we give is 

ih _ neceſſary 
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neceſſary for our own Defence, and will circulate within the Anno Anne, 


Kingdom; And her Majefty doth freely allow of taking 


Inſpection of the Funds that have been given by Parlia- N 


ment, and appropriated for the public Uſe, and will take 
Care, that what ſhall be now given ſhall be duly applied. 

© Her Majeſty hath given frequent Aſſurances of her Re- 
ſolution to maintain the Eſtabliſhed Government of the 
Church, and hath recommended to you to ll upon effectual 
Means for diſcouraging of Vice and Immorality, and for 
encouraging true Piety and Religion, and providing for, and 
employing of the Poor, | 

The Trade of the Kingdom doth alſo deſerve your ſe- 
rious Conſideration ; for the Advancement of which, and 
Improvement of the Product and ManufaQtories of the 


; 


Kingdom, her Majeſty gives you Aſſurance of her ready 
Concurrence. | | : | 

* My Lord Commiſſioner has acquaintzd you, that the 
Plot, which has made ſo great a Noiſe here, and in our 
Neighbour Nation, ſhall be laid before you, with all its Evi- 
dences; and it is not to be doubted, but that you will take 
Care to do therein what is neceſſary for the diſcouraging of 
bid Practices, which may tend to diſturb the Peace and 
Quiet of this Kingdom ; and in all your Proceedings in this 
Matter, that you will avoid Animoſities, and make it your 
principal Care to provide for the public Security and Peace. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


© I ſhall conclude with recommending to you again, the 
ſerious Conſideration of what her Majeſty has ſo earneſtly 
recommended; and that ye will improve this Opportunity, 
which God hath given you for ſecuring to yourſelves, and 
tranſmitting to your Poſterity, your Religion and Liberties, 
which will certainly be for your Honour and Happineſs, 
and will render you equally acceptable to her Majeſty, and 
to all her Subjects. | | 


Laſtly, George, Earl of Cromarty, Lord Secretary, ſpoke to 
this Purpoſe : | BEE | 


My Lord Chancellor, 


© Albeit this Seat wherein it has pleaſed her Majeſty to pa of Cro- 
place me, does allow, or rather oblige me to ſay ſomething marty's Speech, 


on this Occaſion, yet my Lord High Commiſſioner, and my 
Lord Chancellor have faid ſo fully, and fo well, as I fear 
what I can fay will prove a diminutive Adjection: But I 
mall ſpeak: little, and (if I can remember) I ſhall not repeat. 
My Lord, ſhould all her Servants be ſilent, the Actions, the 
Sayings, the whole Tract of her Majeſty's Government, _ 

| the 
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Anno 3 Anne, the happy Effects thereof do ſpeak loudly, that if ever Prince 
hy 1704+ or Sovereign have devoted themſelves to God and their ] 
country, without Flattery or Hyperbole, we may truly fay, c 


that our moſt gracious Queen hath: All may hear, and thoſe 

who have the Honour to attend her Majeſty may ſee, that } 
her Time, her Care, her Pleaſure, her Leiſure, her Treaſure, u 
yea, her very Health and Life, are ſacrificed every Day, and p 
almoſt every Time of the Day, to actual Exerciſe of Devo- Ep 
tion to God, or Adminiſtration of Government to her Peo- t 
ple; and we may bleſs God, that by his Bleſſing on her En- N 
deavonrs, all and every one of her SubjeAs do participate of 


the Fruits of the Royal Sacrifice: Nay, and all the beſt Part 8 
of Europe be ſide, that is her Majefty's Confederates; and her t 
and their Enemies do find with Grief what we feel with $a. n 
tisfaction: And tho' her Majeſty has many Dominions under tc 
her Royal Care, and more Confederates, yet ſhe omits not N 
any of our particular Concerns, and we partake in our full 9 
Capacity of thoſe happy Effects. We are, with many others, f 
engaged in a great, but (to full Conviction) neceſſary War, * 
the Effects whereof are dreadful and hurtful, not only in Ex. C 
pence and Soldiers, (which all muſtafford :} But, as to ſeeing our [ 
People ſlaughtered like Beaſts in our Streets and Houſes, to 1 
ſee our Towns in Fire, our Women raviſhed, our ſacred tt 
Things prophaned, and many other diſmal Effects of War L 
and Rapine, (which, almoſt all others feel and ſee:) We of 
(Thanks to God, and under him to his Vicegerent our Queen) 
do only hear of theſe Things : My Lord Chancellor, this Us 
we ought, and, I doubt not, we do remember and conſider. if 
My Lord, this is not offered as an Eulogy or Panegyric on ip 
her Majeſty ; ſhe is far above what I can ſay, but it is an 15 
Antecedent to the following Subſumption. th 
And as this of her Care of us, and Zeal for us, is evi- ar 
dent, ſo it is no lefs true, that the Queen fits higher than we de 
do. or ought to do, on this Throne, as ſhe does alſo on the m 
Throne of her other Dominions. And farther, we know, VE 
that ſhe is one of the Heads, and highly ſituate in all the C 
great Confederacy, whereof her Majeſty is, if not the Chief, W 
yet a Principal ; and from this both Reaſon and Diſcretion Je 
oblige us to conclude, that ſhe muſt ſee very much farther, bj 
and more clearly into the Actions, Deſigns, and Practices of W. 
her and our Enemies, in the Concerns, and in what direQs NU 
and moves our Allies, than it is poſlible for us to do, who ar 
both ſtand lower, and are bounded in our narrower Spheres: 1 
Therefore, as in all Matters, ſo eſpecially in Points of Fact, 87 
we are bound to rely on her Information and her Judgment O 
i 


more than our own, ſince what we can but conjecture, is 


obvious to her certain Knowledge ; and if we ſhould all (as nc 
con- 


(ix) 


| confidently hope we will not) into the Indiſcretion, to op- Anno 3 Anne, 


poſe our Conjectures to her Knowledge, that could not miſs 
of dire Effects, and readily moſt miſchievous to ourſelves. 

Her Majeſty's Royal Letter, my Lord Commiſſio er 
his Grace, and my Lord Chancellor have plainly laid before 
us Matters of great Importance: Her Majeſty is very ex- 

preſs in what ſhe purpoſes ; her Reaſon and Antecedent is as 
plain and expreſs as the Conciufion. I hope the two Mo- 
tives I give for believing, and conſequent! for obeying her 
Majeſty, are alſo plain and conc!uding. 

© My Lord Chancellor, the Honour of being her Majeſty's 
Secretary obliges me to obviate and remove an Aſperſion on 
the Queen's Majeſty's Candor and Honour (if any ſuch Inſi- 
cuation be made) which is, that ſome would perſuade others 
to believe, that the Queen has a ſecret Will in the Affair 
row before us, contrary to her expreis Will revealed and 
declared by her in her Royal Letter. My Lord, I am per- 
ſuzded ſhe does hate «that Poſition in Theology, and I am 
certain ſhe does ſo in her Politics ; and the Reaſon of my 
Certainty in this is, that her Majeſty did command me, and 
{ think her other Servants, expreſly to aſſure this Houle, 
That nothing in her Service could pleaſe her better, than if 
they ſhould belizve and obey her in what ſhe propoſes in her 
Letter; and nothing can diſpleaſe * more than to do 
otherways. 

My Lords, both old Cuſtom . good Manners oblige 
vs to begin with her Majeſty's Letter, and in its Method; 
if my Zeal and Duty on this Subject have drawn me in to 
ſpeak more than I intended, or perhaps needed, I beg the 
Houſe's Pardon: But ſince my Hand is in, and that I nei- 
ther uſe nor love to ſpeak oft, I ſhall only add my earneſt 
and humble Wiſh for theſe two Things; 1/2, That the Or- 
der; of the Houſe may be ſtrictly obſerved ; for by that 
much Time will be ſaved, and many Inconvemiencies pre- 
vented ; and the not doing of this, will diſgrace this great 
Comt, The ſecond is, That we may redargue one another 
with Kindneſs and Civility ; let our Force fall on the Sub- 
ject which we oppugn, or the Meaſure which we reject, and 


by no means on one another's Perſons. Would to God we 


were always unanimous 3 but that ſeldom, if ever, was in fo 
numerous a Court or Council: But when we differ, will we 
argue the better by our being angry? No, :mpedit ira ani- 
mum, Will we convert others ſo well, by making them an- 
gry, as by a meek Calmncis in arguing? Does Spite add 
Force to Reaſon ; or does it produce that Conſent which we 
endeavour to n ? So for our own {akes, and for the [io- 
nour of our Reaſonings, let 8 1 and reply with mm 

nels, 


1704. 
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Anno 3 Annes, neſs. I have oft regretted to ſee good Reaſoning Joſt, or at 
| 1704. leaſt ineffectual in great meaſure, by the Heats in arguing; 
and I will ſay it were a Pity; for the Members of great 

Courts elſewhere may, in the Opinion of many, ſpeak better 
Language than theſe of this do ; yet they do not ſpeak bet. 
ter Senſe. And beſides theſe Motives to calm Reaſoning, 
this ought to determine us all againſt it, to wit, that neither 
our Heat nor our ſelf-pleaſing Arguments, are, what will 
determine any Debate. The Law of Order, the Conſtitu- 
tions, Statutes, and Neceſſity, give the Faculty of conclud. 


ing to the whole of this Houſe ; and all we can ſay muſt be 


ſubmitted to what this whole Houſe will approve, or to what 
the major Part will agree in: And therefore, much Reaſon. 
ing, and all Heats, will, on many Accounts, be profitably 
forborn. I conclude with this Aſſertion, which I think 
evident without Diſcourſe, that as the Union of Britain is 
apparently its greateſt politic Good; ſo, as certainly, and 
by the infallible Rule of Contraries, a Diviſion of Britain 
is ics greateſt Evil: And then, it is a neceſſary Corollary, 
whoever is not for the Union of Britain, may be concluded 
an Enemy to it.“ 


Duke of Ha- The 13th the Parliament met again, and the Duke of 
milton's Speech Hamilton made a Speech, defiring, that her Majeſty's Letter 
| might be conſidered, and likewiſe the Nomination of a Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſor, but inſiſted at the ſame time, that Commiſ- 
ſioners might be named to treat previouſly with England. 
This Overture occafioned a great Debate the 17th. Upon 
which the two following Speeches were made, in relation to 
the Settlement of the Succeſſion of that Kingdom in the 

Hanover Line. | 


My Lord Chancellor. 


* We have had a long Vacancy ; nine Months have given 
_—_ _ us a new Light, and aud let us into the Knowledge of Men 
ment abuut the and Things. The AR of Security was what we ſtaid upon 
Han.ver Suc- very long laſt Seſſions: I was for it as much as any Man; 
cethon. but my Mind, as well as Judgment, is altered, and I am now 
well aſſured I was in the wrong. For if her Majeſty could 
have p-fſed it into a Law, it would have done her nor us no 
manner of Service, becauſe it left the Seſſions looſe during her 
Majeſty's Lie- tine; which Omiſſion alone may undo her 

(whom God preſerve) and us. 
© We were not aware of the deep Deſigns of ſome who 
pretended only the Good of the Kingdom, a ſpecious Pre- 
text to keep this Nation free, and as a By-weight to throw 
in 
This, and the following Speeches were printed together, and diſperſed 
over both Kingdoms, | 
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in to balance upon Occaſion, for a Help to ſway with thoſe Anno 3 Aunæ, 
of our Neighbours, who may be ſo wickedly and traiterouſſy 


inclined, as to wiſh and act for the pretended Prince at Sz. 
Germain, I mean for France, againſt the rightful and lawful 
Title of her Majeſty, and the Succeſſion off her Eng lig 
Crown, ſo well eſtabliſhed by the Laws of that Kingdom. 
1 hope, my Lord, the Wiſdom of this Houſe will take Care 
to diſappoint the Men of ſuch pernicious and dangerou De- 
ſigns. There have been, and are ſtill Achzrophels; but God 
hath turned their Councils into Folly : A Trick will ſerve 
but for one Turn amongſt Men of common Senſe, 

We ought to be very thankful to God and the Queen, 
that Things have been ſet before our Eyes of late in a clear 
Light; and ſome amongſt us ought to bleſs both, that they 
for their Contrivances were not brought within the Verge 
of the Law, and made an Example and Terror to others, 
that none might venture on the like wicked Practices againſt 
our Sovereign, and the Peace of her Government. Theſe 
Men's Actions are known, and all their Words are carried by 
the Birds of the Air to her Majeſty's Ears. 

© I beg Leave, my Lord, to preſume that there are few 
in this Houſe but are well acquainted with the Hiſtory of 
Peter Warbech, (alias Perkin) in our King Janes IV's 
Time. He was bred and nurſed up with a Defign to de- 
throne Henry VIT, by Margaret, Dutcheſs of Bargundy and 
Flanders, as a fit Tool to fatisfy her revengeful Temper; 
and tho* ſhe knew him to be only the Son of a poor Man at 
Townay, ſhe gave him the Name and Title of Duke of 
75rk, and true lineal Heir of her deceaſed Brother EAwara, 
late King of England. She equipt him, and gave him Ships, 
Men and Money, and ſent him into /reland, where a Rebel- 
lion was raiſed, as well as in England, by him and his Adhe- 
rents: He failed in the Expedition. The French King, 
Charles VIII. found him a fit [nftrument to ſerve a Tarn for 
him alſo; wherefore he entertained him as the Prince of 


England, and he, with the Dutcheſs of Flanders, equipt him 


out a ſecond time: But finding Difficulties, at laſt he came 
here to our King Fames IV. The Story of this Knight- 
errant had juſtly given our King and Court Grounds to be- 
lieve him a notorious Impoſtor. Upon this pretended 
Prince's Addreſs to the King for ſome Aid, his Majeſty wiſely 
called his Council, and aſked their Advice what to do on the 
Subject; Buchanan informs you, Cum ſententiæ rogarentur, 
prudentiores & quibus major erat rerum uſus, rem integram 

reponendam cenſebant. | 
© Here, my Lords, the old wiſe Men of Experience in 
Council were of Opinion, that it was not fit for his Majeſty 
b 2 to 


1704s 
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Anno 3 Anne» to receive or entertain this pretended Prince, who they wiſely 


1704. 


believed to be a Fourb, and who had given great Trouble 
to this Iſland. and was like to give much more. 

© But when the Queſtion came to the young Nobility of 
the Council, the ſame Author ſays, they were the Majority, 
and carried it in favour of Perkins; At major pars, vel ob pu- 
eritiam rerum, & animorum inconſtantiam, &c. fortunam hy. 
minis commiſerabantur ; The young Counſellors, either for 
want of Experience, or for want of Steadineſs of Mind, were 
more eaſily caught. They were more in Number, and had 
a. Compaſſion ior the young Stranger. They were told he 
was like the late King Edward, his pretended Father, and 
the Family of 77:4, tho' they never had ſeen any of them. 

Here the Cheat went on: He had the Entertainment of 
of a Prince, he had a Wife out of one of our noble Fami- 
lies, he had an Army raiſed in his Favour, and led inio 
England by our young King, and after much Blood and 
'T reaſare ſpent on this pretended Prince, the Cheat was diſ- 
covered; he was ſent away out of our Country, and ſome 
time after had the Reward of Villany. 

© My Lord, this Act of inconſiderate Hoſpitality to one 
who was but a Cheat, gave juſt Ground to the Worid abroad 
to call our Judgment into queſtion; and no body will read 
the Hillory but will conclude, that our Predeceſſors were ex- 
tremely impoſed on, and that the Impoſtor might have cauſed 
the utter Ruin of their Liberties and Country. 

My Lord, the ſame Game is a playing now. Perhaps 
ſome have never read the Hiſtory, and others have forgot it. 
No wonder, it happened two hundred Years ago; when no 
Male Iſſue was like to ſucceed King James VII. one was 
to be found wiis modis, per fas aut nefas: One at lail was 
ſaid to be born at St. Fames's, June 1688. That Child 
died ſoon aſter, a ſecond was put in his Place, and carried 
to and nurſed up at Richmond; but God thought fit to kill 
that ſecond Child alſo. 


© Now, my Lord, this pretended Prince of Wales is a third 


Child, in whoſe Veins there is not a Drop of Royal Blood, 

© Here is a new Per4i# come into the World two hundred 
Years after the firſt, who was ſent to ruin Eng/and and Ire. 
land, only to ſatisfy the viclent Malice of a revengeful Wo- 
man. 

This ſecond pretended Prince is nurſed up by Rome, 
France, and Armies of implacable revengeful Prieſts, who 
give him the Title of King. Ras 

© For what? To the end that he may prove a more fit In- 
ſtrument, upon any Occaſion, to root out and totally deflroy 


us and our holy Religion, which they call Hereſy. rh 
ome 
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© Some of us, my Lords, are no wiſer than our. Predeceſ. Anno 3 Anne, 


ſors in this point: We give the Prieſts and other Agents of 


France and Rome Leave to pervert our Underſianding ; we < 


take ſuch Impreſſions as remain: Young Men's Minds are 
tender and ſoſt, and retain the firſt Impreſſions long. Some 
of us have been in France not mau Years ago, and have ſeen 
this pretended Prince, and commend his Perſon and Parts, 
his Features, c. and ſay he is very like the Royal Fami- 
ly ; tho? ſome of us never ſaw one of them, except our own 

een. 

© Thus young Men are very apt to be led out of the Way. 
I] have known ſome by keeping bad Company did catch the 
French Diſeaſe ; Modeſty and Shame made them conceal it 
till it was too late, and then it colt them their Life. It is 


the Caſe at preſent with ſome of us here, who have got the 


French Inclinations, more dangerous in this Nation than the 
Diſeaſe, and will not own it till it is too late, and then it 
may colt them their Lives, their Eſtates, with the Ruin of 
their Poſterity, Whatever young Men may do, my Lords, 
for want of better Information, yet it is ſtrange that Men of 
riper Age, Pretenders to Religion, to the Good and Intereſt 
of our Country, are ſaid to be tainted with the ſame Inclina- 
tion to have France rule over us; of which Men there is a 
mighty Jealouſy : I wiil not believe them guilty, and at the 
ſame time I cannot aniwer for them; but let their Works 
teſtiſy what they aim at. 

* We all talk loud of Love for our Country and Religion, 
but | preſume to ſay, that the Love of Money, and Self-[n- 
tereſt, hath appeared more our Study thay any thing elſe, 

© What bad Practices hath not her Majeſty by her great 
Care found out? The Contrivers may cover their Deſigns 
the beit Way they pleaſe; but, my Lord, whoever waits or 
inclines for the Bondage and cruel Oppreflions we in this 
Nation are fo lately delivered from, be who they will, are 
and may be found guilty of Crimes of a dangerous Conſe- 
quence, and of a tranſcendant Nature, no leſs than the Sub- 
verſion of the Government of this Kingdom, and the Alter- 
ation of the Proteitant Religion ; and this not upon a bare 
Information only; her Majeſty knows their Converſe, and 
their Actions ſpeak aloud to all about them. 

Such Practices are an Enemy to all Goodneſs and good 
Men; it is from ſuch Proceedings that our Aſſembly is cor- 
rupted, and till this Fountain of Miſchief is purged, we can- 
not expect to have any clear Channels: All here know what 
I mean, 

© Thele Crimes are various in their Natures, heinous in 
their Quality, and univerſal in their Extent, If we examine 
them. 


* * 1 2 1 * 
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( xiv ) 


Awno 3 Anne, them, my Lord, theologically, as they fland in Oppoſition 


to the Truth of God, they will be found to be againſt the 


Roles of Faith, againſt the Power of Godlineſs, and againſt 


the Means of Salvation. | | 

© If you examine them morally, as they Rand in Oppoſition 
to the Light of Nature, go Right Reſon and the Principles 
of human Society, you will then perceive Pride without 
any Moderation; ſuch a Pride as that which exalts itſelf, 
c. Malice without any Provocation, Malice againft Virtue, 
againſt Innocency, againit Piety ; Injuitice without any Means 
of Reſtitution, even ſuch Injuſtice as does rob the Innocent 
of their juſt Right and unſpotted Reputation. 

© If theſe Men, my Lord, who ſet up for the pretended 
Prince of Wales, be examined by legal Rules in a civil Way, 
as they ſtand in Oppoſition to the public Good, and to the 
Laws of the Land already in force; theſe Men, I ſay, may 
be found to be Traitors againft her Majeſty's Crown, and In- 
cendiaries againſt the Peace and Safety of this Kingdom; 
they may be found the higheſt, the boldeſt, and the moſt 
impudent Offenders that ever were; Betrayers of the Queen 
and People, as well as of this Country and our Religion, 
If any one here is ſenfibly pinched, let him conſider whether 
or no he is guilty ; if he is, let him fin no more, leſt a worſe 
thing befal him. 

My Lord, I fee many here may remember, if they 
pleaſe, the frequent Tragedies that were ated among us ſome 
twenty Years ago. I am ſure there are ſeveral of us, whole 
neareſt Relations were ſacrificed to the deſpotic and arbitrary 
Will, and to the revengeful Reſentments. of Popery and its 
Principles; it was then that the Orders to perſecute, exe. 
cute, to hang, draw, and quarter, and to ſhed the beſt Blood 
in the Nation, without, ray, againſt any Law, were by a 
Prerogative Royal without Reſerve. 

© I {ee ſome here were baniſh'd, and forced to wander in 
Exile, and beg Shelter from foreign Princes, whoſe Families 
were diſperſed and ruined, whoſe Eftates were torn in Pieces 
and given to Strangers, Men of another Communion. Can 
theſe melancholy Reflections be forgot ſo ſoon by ourſelves, 
who were the Martyrs ? A Spirit of Delufion ſeems to cover 
the Eyes of our Underſtandings, till we fall a ſecond Sacrifice 
to the ſame bloody Actors. | 

41 ſpeak for nor againſt no Party of Men; but, my 
Lord, it is high time for us to conſider in cool Blood, bow 
to barricado ourſelves againſt the Aſſaults of the common 
Enemy, France and Popery ; in order to which I have two 
Things to move, which are, that we may all here obey our 
Saviour's new Commandment, Love one another, and often 


repeat 
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(xv) 
repeat that excellent Prayer taught us by that ſame bleſſed Anno 3 Anne, 


Saviour; by doing whereof we ſhall be brought to forgive 


one another, as we deſire God to forgive us. This done, 


we ſhall be in better Circumſtances to lay aſide our Pride, 
our Paſſion, Covetouſneſs, our Vain-glory, and unrelenting 


Revenge, Which alone belong to God Almighty to repay 


and ſhall be in a Condition to ſerve our Sovereign, in Obe- 
dience to her juſt Commands, our Country and People, in 
their neceſſary Requeſts, and ſettle a Proteſtant Succeſſor, 
while we have the Occaſion and Power in our own Hands: 
Accidents may happen, and put it out of our Way, ever to 
do it to our Advantage. | 

« Wherefore I move, it may be confidered and finiſhed, 
before this Houſe proceed to any other Buſineſs. 


My Lord Chancellor, 


« I ſecond the noble Member that ſpoke laſt, in his Mo. Another Speech 


tion for ſettling the Succeſſion, before the Houſe proceeds to 
any other Buſineſs: But I do not pretend to give any Di- 
rection how the Matter ſhall be done; let the Wiſdom of 
this honourable Houſe conſider with mature Deliberation, 
what can preſerve us from Rome and the French King, that 


her Majeſty's Royal Perſon and Crown may be ſecure from 


all Invaſions Abroad, and Diſturbances at Home. 

My Lord Chancellor, Her Majeſty deſerves all the Re- 
turns of *Loyalty and Duty that are in our Power to make ; 
believe ſhe hath given my Lord Commiſſioner ſuch In- 
ſtructions as may prove to our Advantage, if they are duly 
put in Execution. Complaints have been made by ſome, 
that they are not full for ſettling a Succeſſor ; I am morally 
jure, my Lord, the Complaint is ill-grounded, which I hope 
his Grace will ſoon declare to this Houſe, and ſatisfy all her 
good and loyal Subjects, how much ſhe hath the Peace and 
Advantage of this her ancient Kingdom in her Thoughts. 

* As hath been well obſerved juſt now, laſt Seſſions many 
of us were miſled ; I own my Miſtake of Men and Things; 
we were going very faſt into a Labyrinth ; our Leaders miſin- 
formed us; the Nation now may ſee its Intereſt; theorical 
Schemes and Projects, which can never be brought to Prac- 
tice, ought to be laid afide ; they create much Debate, ſpend 
much Time, and can never be of uſe, My Lord, with 
Submiſſion, this Aſſembly ought to lay aſide all frivolous 
Debates, that our Judgments may not be called in Queſtion 
elſewhere. | 

© I am for following the Advice juſt now mentioned: 


Let us forgive, and love one another; let us join Hearts and 


Hands to keep out the known Enemy of our Religion. o_ 
that 


1704. 


(wi) 


Anno 3 Anne, that Deceiver or Breaker of ſacred Vows and Treaties, made 


1704. 


and ſworn upon the Holy Goſpel at the Altar, in the moſt 
ſolemn and moſt religious manner, ſhall, by his Power and 
our miſtaken Management, put upon us that Thing in the 
Air, called the Prince of Wales, of no Birth, of no Blood, 
ſprung from whom is unknown to himſelf, as well as to us; 
we muit be ruined, my Lord, every Man here who enjoys his 
Eſtate, may eafily know what he has to truſt to; we all 
know who muſt come with him, the fame Men and Princi- 
ples who deſtroyed us twenty Years ago. I humbly move, 
with Submiſſion, that we may paſs by all the mutual vex- 
atious Animoſities which were amongſt us but lately; all 
Parties have been to blame; God will pardon the Penitent: 
The Queen averſees, and graciouſly forgives ; let us mutu- 
ally do the ſame, and ſettle our Succeſſion, and ſecure and 
help ourfelves, and God will help us; it will prove our own 
and the People's Safety. | ; | ; 


Salus Populi ſuprema Lex eflo, 


© Let us follow the Example of our wiſe Neighbours, 
and make fuch Laws as may tie up the Hands and terrify 
the Hearts of our own depraved Subjects, who dare offer to 
aft or ſpeak in Favour of any, in Prejudice to her Majeſty's 
lawful and rightful Title to her Crown and Dignity. | 
] am confident, my Lord, no Man here dares own his 
Iaclinations to be for the French King, or that pretended 
Prince, whatever Proſpect he may have of Titles, Honours, 
or ſubordinate Power from him, who hath no Bowels of 
Com paſſion jeft, who conſumes his own Vitals, by perſe- 
cuting and tormenting his own belt Subjects, and ſpares nei- 
ther Sex not Age in his neighbouring Country, even of his 
own miſtaken Religion, if they but refuſe to be his Slaves; 
witneſs his new Conqueſts in Alſace and Flanders. What 
then are we to expect, who by that Tyrant are accounted 
Heretics? | 
© Whoever are fo wicked amongſt us, as to venture ei- 
ther to council, conduct, or invite, whenever he comes, 
(which God prevent) may expect the ſame Fate. For my 
own Part, my Lord, I have no perſonal Prejudice againlt 
him, nor the pretended Prince of Wales, but 1 here folemn- 
iy declare, that I will oppoſe him, or either of them, with 
all their Adherents, whilſt there is a Drop of Blood in my 
Veins; and I am morally ſure of tooooo of the beſt Men 
in Britain to accompariy me in the Oppoſition; and I am 
fure, my Lord, of this, that the Nation in general will go 
along with me alſo; God be praiſed, we are Proteſtants, 
and of the Reformed Religion, for which I hope we ſhall 
ever 
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( xvii.) | a 
erer be ready and willing, upon any ſuch Occaſion, to ſacri- A nno 3 Anne, 


fice our Lives and our Fortunes, to prevent all theſe im pen- 
dent Evils. My Lord, let us ſettle a Succeſſor who is a 
known Proteſtant, and of our own royal and aut.ent Race of 
Kings, ; CD 

c 8 an Argument of this, an anonymous Author, in his 
Remarks on the late Plot, gives ſome Reaſons for it, which 
for your Information I here preſume to repeat: After he 
excuſes two noble Dukes, he ſays, © Tis hoped this is ſuff- 
cient to make it plain, that to inſiſt on an Union and Com- 
munication of Trade at this Time, would retard the Succeſ. 
fion, which may be dangerous to ourſelves, and to the whole 
Proteſtant. Intereſt all over Europe. | 

The Danger to ourſelves. is evident, from the Conſpiracy 
that Fraſer and his Accomplices have been carrying on in 
the Highlands, and other Parts of this Kingdom, the general 
Diſcontents which are in our Nation, c. and gives his Rea- 
ſons, Page 48. 

He continues to tell you, * That the Facob:zes here, and 
their Friends beyond Sea, make a great lmprovement of the 
Delayſof ſettling the Succeſſion ; they flatter themſelves, and 
impoſe upon the World, that it proceeds from the [nclinations 
of our People to the St. Germain Family.” | | 

© Then he goes on to tell you, my Lord, of our Diviſions, 
which, ſays he, encourage the French to ſollicit a Rebellion, 
and to attempt an Invaſion, either of which effected, tranſ- 
forms our Country into a Field of Blood. And ſuppoſing 
(which God forbid) her Majeſty ſhould die whilſt the Succeſ- 
ſion is unſettled, and our Country lying under theſe inteſtine 
Diviſions, the Hanover and St. Germain Parties will cer- 
tainly engage us in a Civil War: England and Jreland will 
aſſiſt the firſt, and France the other. This will make our Na- 
tion a Theatre of Woe and Calamity, and whoever hath the 
Advantage in ſuch a Caſe, we muſt be Slaves for ever. 

Our Author, my Lord, concludes the Paragraph, and 
tells us in ſach Circumſtances, * that there will be no room 
for Thoughts of inſiſting on Limitations, and humbly con- 
ceives that what is [aid is ſufficient to ſhew the Neceſſity of 
ſettling the Succeſſion upon the Foot of our old Conſtitution; 
that it will be the only way to ſecure us againſt thoſe Dan- 
gers we are threatened with, from the Madneſs and Folly 
of both Parties, viz. Whig and Tory.” 

My Lord Chancellor, this anonymous Author hath ſaid 
very much in favour of the Rights and Privileges of this 
Kingdom in theſe Remarks, and other Books which I have 
{cen ; and in particular, hath been at ſome Pains to excuſe 
ſome great Men, whoſe Works and Actions I would have 
1704. 5 rather 
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Anne 3 Annz, rather to ſpeak and plead for them, that we may ſee and 
know in good earneſt in whoſe Company we are, and with 
whom we haye to do. Vet I muſt ſay, the Author ſeems in 


"6 


earneſt for ſettling the Succeſſion, 

© 'Tis certain, my Lord, whoever is for preſſing an Union 
ora Communication of Trade at this Time, is diametrically 
againſt the ſettling the Succeſſion ; and, if we do not perform 
this neceſſ»ry Point this Seſſion, what Conſtructions will 
Men of unbiaſſed Principles, Men of the ſame Religion with 


_ ourſelves all the World over, put upon our Management ? 


Will not the Majority of this Aſſemby be juſtly ſuſpeR- 
ed, if the Succeſſion be not ſettled this Time? On this Point 
depends the Security of all that is dear to us both ſpiritual 
and temporal, at Home and Abroad ; and whoever are a- 
gainſt it, without all manner of Doubt, are Enemies at bot- 
tom to our Queen, to our Religion and Government, and to 
the People of this Kingdom, and their Poſterity. The Per- 
ſon, my Lord, who I preſume you will think fit to name for 
a Succeſſor, is her Royal Highneſs the Electoreſs Dowager 
of Brunſwick and Lunenburgh, the Princeſs Sophia ; ſhe is the 
next Proteſtant of our own Royal Family, whoſe Mother was 
a Native of our own Country, born at Dunfermling. Her 
Highneſs's Blood is truly Royal, ber Inclinations and Heart, 
as I am credibly informed, are entirely Britiſb; and, my 
Lord, we can go no where elſe for a Succeſſor, but to her 
and the Heirs of her Body. When this Point is ſettled on 
the beſt Conditions proper for us toaſk, and in her Majeſty's 
Power to grant, none in this Aſſembly will have Occafion 
ſo very often to make mention of her Majeſty's Death, as 
they did laſt Year, which indeed carries ſomething rude in 
expreſſing it, We all know, my Lord, ſhe is mortal ; may 
we act ard ſpeak as if we thought ourſelves ſo, and may we 
never have Occafion to make more mention of her Death; 
may ſhe outlive all of us; ſhe is the Support and Glory of 
us, of our Religion, and of the Quiet and peaceable Govern- 
ment we all enjoy ; and by her ſhining CharaQer, illuſtrates 
and adorns all her good Subjects. 

© Wherefore, my Lord, let it never be faid, that we of 
this Parliament, either by Neglect or by wrong Principles, 
or by a Miſtake in our Judgments, graſping at what can ne- 
ver be obtained, are either the immediate or mediate Cauſe 
of eclipſing fo bright a Luſtre, as ſhines thorough all the di- 
ſtin& Parts of her wiſe Management at Home as well as A- 
broad. From hence we hear the joy ful News of ViQories, 
and a happy Progreſs by the wiſe and adorable Providence, 
in the late great Succeſs vouchſafed to her Majeſty's Arms 
and thoſe ct her Allies; whereby God hath thus far diſap- 


pointed 


(xix) 
pointed the Hopes, and confounded the Devices and ambi- Anno 3 Ann 
tious Deſigns of the common Enemy. 1 1704. 
I preſame to ſay, with Submiſſion, that our Diviſions a- ANW 
mongſt ourſelves, theſe laſt two Vears paſt, have given her 
Majeſty more real Vexation and Trouble than all the great 
Afiirs of Europe, of which ſhe hath a very great» Share; 
this alone is a Reproach to our Nation in general: Whereas 
indeed the true Cauſe is the Pride, Ambition, and covetous 
Humour of ſome few particular Men of both Parties, who 
all pretended the Service of the Queen and the public 
Good ; whereas in good Earneſt, all that theſe pretended 
Patriots aim atis to be chief, and the firſt in Poſts and Offices 
of Profit and Truſt, by which they may pretend a Privilege 
to ſpend and ſquander away the public Revenue, oppreſs 
the People, to ſupport the ir own Pride, Vanity and Luxury. 


Hinc illz Lacrym r. 


From ſuch Managers and ſelf-intereſted, paſſionate, proud 
Men, are all our Miſery, and all the Reproaches caſt upon the 
Nation: Coverouſneſs and the Love of Money. blind theſe 
Men's Underftandings. Let us not follow their Maxims, 
leſt we prove troubleſome to our Sovereign, and uſeleſs to 
the Public. I know very well, my Lord, ſome here who 
are really for the Succeſſion, but are not for having it ſettled 
at this Time for ſeveral pretended Reaſons ; but a great one 
is, they would not have his Grace, my Lord Commiſſioner, 
have the Honour of paſling it, whilſt he fits on the Throne. 

I confeſs, for my own Part, I have no Concern whoever 
does a good thing, provided I. have a Share of it; and I 
hope, if any Man is againſt it on that Account, he will re- 
pent and conſider the public Advantage: From which, and 
from all that has been faid, I am, my Lord, for ſettling of 
the Succeſſion now, before the Houle proceeds to any other 
Buſineſs.“ | | 


But, notwithſtanding theſe Speeches, the Earl of Rotheſi The Reſolves 
having preſcribed another Reſolve, it was carried by a Ma- preſcribed by 
jority of 55, that the Reſolves preſented by the ſaid Earl, the Earl of Ro- 
and that preſented by the Duke of Hamilton, ſhould be jointly theſs and Duke 
voted, and they are as follow: 1K 


carried. 
RNeſalved, That the Parliament will not proceed to a Nomi- 
nation of a Succeſſor, unleſs we have a previous Treaty 
with England, for regulating our Commerce, and other 
' Concerns with that Nation. 1 
And further it is reſolved, That this Parliament will pro- 
ceed to make ſuch Limitations and Conditions of Govern. 
( 2 ment, 


( xx) 
Anno 3 Annz, ment, for the Ratification of our Conſtitution, as may ſecure 
* the Religion, Liberty, and Independeney of this Nation, be 
LY YC fore they proceed to the ſaid Nomination. The firſt Part of 
this Reſolution was propoſed by the Duke of Hamilton, and 
| the latter by the Earl of Rothe. | 
The Duke of The ſame Day the Duke of Abel moved, that his Grace 
Athol's Motion the Lord Commiſſioner would be pleaſed to write to her Ma- 
33 to the jeſty, to ſend down the Perſons who were Witneſſes in the 
NT: late Plot, and all the Papers relating to the ſame, that that 
Affair might be examined to the Bottom, and thoſe who were 
unjuſtly and faifly accuſed might be vindicated, and thoſe 
who are guiity puniſhed, according to their Demerits. 
Whereupon the Lord Chancellor declared, that his Grace 
had written, and would write again on that Subject. 
Earl of March- The 19th, the Earl of Marchmont made a Speech to this 
mont's Mction Effect, That fince the Houſe had reſolved not to fall im- 
to exclude Po- mediately upon ſettling the Succeſſion, it was highly reaſon- 
piſh Succeſlors. able to make an AR to exclude all popiſh Succeſſors, as the 
moſt effectual means to ſecure the Peace of this Kingdom,” 


| Thwarted by The Duke of Hamilton faid thereupon, * That it was not 


the Duke of ow a proper Seaſon to anſwer that Propoſal, but that it 


Hamilton. ſhou'd be anſwered another time. This occaſioned ſome 
The Earl's Debates, and the Earl pretended that it was contrary to the 
Reply, Cuſtom of Parliament to interrupt a Member ; but nothing 


was reſolved thereupon. The ſame Day the Duke of Ha- 


. Ha- milton moved for a two Months Ceſs, for the preſent Subſiſ- 


milton's Mo- tance of her Majeſty's Forces; and the Lord Juſtice Clerk 
tion for a two moved for a Supply for fourteen Months, payable in two 
"369 ee Years. Theſe two Motions were taken into Conſideration 
Lond Tuſtice "the 21ſt, and it was carried by fixteen Votes for the latter; 
Clerk for one but on the 25th, when the Act of Supply was again taken 
of fourteen into Conſide ration, and an additional Clauſe about the Secu- 
Months, rity of the Kingdom was offered to be added to the Act of 

| Supply, after a Debate thereon, the following Reſolutions 


were offered by the Lord Roſs. 


1 | 
Gove offered 5 Monchs Supply for ſubſiſting her Majeſty's Forces, and as 


Lord Rots, ſoon as the Act of Security, now read, has got the Royal 
Aſſent, will give four Months more. This Motion being 
oppoſed, the Earl of Roxborough preſented the following 
Reloiuvtion as an Expedient, wiz. 8 5 | 
So WRcoodient R:foalved, That there be a firft Reading marked on the 
ee by Ac of Security, and that both the Act, and that for the Sup- 
the Earl ct ply, be without being farther proceeded on, until his Grace, 
Roxborough. her Majeſty's Commiſſioner, receive Inſtructions as to = 


which is op- 
poſed. 


Reſelved, That the Parliament will proceed to grant o 
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| AR of “ Security, it being then free to the Parliament to Anno 3 Anne, 
proceed on the Acts jointly or ſeparately, as they ſhall think 1704. 

fit. This Reſolve was approved, and the Act of Security . 

had a firſt Reading marked thereon. The 27th, the Parlia- And approved, 
ment adjourned to the 3d of Auguß, expecting by that Time 

that the Commiſſioner would have received her Majeſty's 

Inſtructions on the ſaid AR of Security. | | 


On the 5th of Auguſt, the Act for the Security of the 
Kingdom, in caſe of her Majeſty's Death without Iſſue, and 
that for a Supply of ſix Months Ceſs, had the Royal Aſſent; 
" = of which, by reaſon of the Singularity of it, ſhall be 
inſerted, | | | 


“Our Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majeſty, with Advice 
and Conſent of the Eſtates of Parliament, do hereby ſtatute Scotch Act of 
and ordain, that in the Event of her Majeſty's Death, or of Security. 
the Death of any of her Majeſty's Heirs and Succeſſors, 
Kings or Queens of this Realm, this preſent Parliament, or 
any other Parliament that ſhall. be then in being, ſhall not 
be diſſolved by the faid Death, but ſhall, and is hereby re- 
quired and ordained, aſſembled, to fit and act in manner after- 
mentioned, notwithſtanding of the ſaid Death. | 
« And if the ſaid Parliament ſhall be under Adjournment . 
the Time of the ſaid Death, it ſhall, notwithſtanding, meet 
preciſely at Edinburgh the 20th Day after the Death afore- 
faid, excluding the Day thereof, whether the Day of the 
{aid Adjournment be ſooner or later. E 
« And it is farther ſtatuted and ordained, that in caſe 
there ſhall be no Parliament in being at the Time of the ſaid 
Death, then the Eſtates or Members of the laſt. preceding 
Parliament, without Regard to any other Parliament that 
may poſlibly be indicted, but never met, nor conſtitute, ſhall 
meet at Edinburgh on the zoth Day after the ſaid Death, ths 
Day thereof excluded. | | 
« And farther providing, that in all or any of the ſaid 
Caſes, if there ſhall happen to be any Vacancy of a Mem- 
ber, by reaſon of Death or Promotion, the Barons or Burghs 
concerned, ſhall have Power to chuſe and ſupply the ſaid 
Vacancy in the accuſtomed manner. 
« As likewiſe, that in all or apy of the ſaid Caſes, no Per- 
ſon who hath been, is, or ſhall be then a Papiſt, and hath 
not purged himſelf from Popery, by taking the Formula ſet 
down in the third AR of the Parliament 1700, before the ſaid 
Death, ſhall be capable to be a Member of, or to elect, > 
| be, E 
© It was this Act, which was paſſed by the Advice of the Earl of Go- 
dolphin, and was loudly complained of in England, that gave Riſe to the 


Union. 


Anno 3 Anne, 
1704. 


„ 
be elected to che ſaid Meeting of the Eſtates in Parliament. 
And ſicklike, that no Exglihhmas, or Foreigner, having a 
Scotch Title, and not having an Eſtate of 1 2000 J. yearly 


Rent within this Kingdom, . ſhall, in the Event aforeſaid, 


have Place and Vote in the ſaid Meeting of Estates. 

« And the ſaid Eſtates of Parliament appointed, in caſe of 
the Death aforeſaid, to continue or meet as above, are here. 
by authorized and empower'd to act and adminiſtrate the 
Government in manner after-mentioned ; that is, that, upon 
the Death of her Majeſty, leaving Heirs of her own Body, 
or failing thereof, lawful Succeſſors deſigned or appointed by 
her Majeſty, and the Eflates of Parliament, upon the Death 
of our ſucceeding King or Queen leaving Heirs or Succeſ- 
ſors, as ſaid is, the ſaid Eſtates of Parliament are authorized 
and empowered; after having read to the Heir or Succeſſor 
the Claim of Right, and deſir'd them to accept the Govern- 
ment in the Terms thereof, to require of, and adminiſtrate 
to the ſaid Heir or lawful Succeſſor, by themſelves, or ſuch 


asfthey ſhall commiſſionate, the Coronation- Oath, and that 


with all convenient Speed, not exceeding thirty Days after 
the Meeting of the ſaid Eſtates, if the ſaid Heir or Succeſ- 
ſor be within the Iſle of Britain; or if without the ſame, 
not exceeding three Months aſter the ſaid Meeting, in order 
to the exerciſing the Royal Power, conform to the Decla- 
ration of the ſaid Eſtates contained in the Claim of Right. 
« As alſo in the Caſe of the ſaid Heir or Succeſſor, their 
being under Age, which, as to the Exerciſe of the Govern- 
mefit, is hereby declared to be, until their attaining to ſeven- 
teen Vears compleat, to provide for, order and ſettle, within 
the Space of ſixty Days after the ſaid Meeting, a Regency 


for the Kingdom, until the ſaid Heir or Succeſſor take the 


Coronation Oath, and do actually enter upon the Exerciſe 


of the Government; the Regent or Regents to be appoint- 
edalways having the Claim of Right read to him or them, 
as above, and he or they taking at his or their Entry the 
Coronation-Oath, and to continue to fit and act for the Space 


of three Months, unleſs they be ſooner lawfully adjourn'd 


or diſſolved by the ſaid Heir and Succeſſor, being entred, 
or by the Regent or Regents lawfully ſettled, as faid is. 
„% And farther upon the Death of her Majeſty without 


Heirs of her Body, or a Succeſſor lawfully deſigned or ap- 


pointed, as above, or in the Caſe of any other King or Queen 
thereafter ſueceeding, and deceaſing without lawful Heir or 
Succeſſor, the aforeſaid Eſtates of Parliament convened, are 
thereby authorized and empowered, to nominate and declare 
the Succeſſor to the Imperial Crown of this Realm, and to 
ſettle the Sueceſſion thereof upon the Heirs of the * : 
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ʒ.,, ) 
ceſſor's Body ; being always of the Royal Line of Scotland, Anno Anna, 


and of the true Proteſtant Religion. 


« Providing always, that the ſame be not the Sueceſſor to V RV 


the Crown of England, unleſs in this preſent Seſſion of Par- 


lament, or any other Seſſion of this, or any other enſuing 


Parliament during her Majeſty's Reign, there be ſuch Con- 
ditions of Government ſettled and enacted, as may ſecure the 
Honour and Sovereignty of this Crown and Kingdom, the 
Freedom, Frequency and Power of Parliaments, the Reli- 
gion and Trade of the Nation, from Eng/i/b or any foreign 
influence, with Power to the ſaid Meeting of Eſtates to add 


ſuch farther Conditions of Government, as they ſhall think 


neceſſary, the ſame being conſiſtent with, and no ways dero- 
gatory from thoſe which ſhall be enacted in this, and any 
other Seſſion of Parliament during her Majeſty's Reign. 

« And it is hereby declargd, that the ſaid Meeting of the 
Eſtates ſhall not have Power to nominate the faid Succeſſor 
to the Crown of this Kingdom, in the Event above expreſ- 
ſed, during the firſt twenty Days after their Meeting, which 
twenty Days being elapſed, they ſhall proceed to make the 
ſaid Nomination with all convenient Diligence. 

« And it is hereby expreſly provided and declared, that 
it ſhall! be High-Treaſon for any Perſon or Perſons to ad- 
miniſtrate the Coronation Oath, or be Witneſſes to the ad- 
miniltrating thereof, but by the Appointment of the Eſtates 
of Parliament in manner above mentioned, 'or to own or 
acknowledge any Perſon as King or Queen of this Realm, 
in the Event of her Majeſty's Deceaſe, leaving Heirs of her 
Body, until they have ſworn the Coronation:Oath, and ac- 
cepted the Crown in the Terms of the Claim of Right; 
and in the Event of her Majeſty's Deceaſe without Heirs of 
her Body, till they ſwear the Coronation-Oath, and accept 
of the Terms of the Claim of Right, and of ſuch other 
Conditions of Government as ſhall be ſettled in this, or any 
other enſuing Parliament, or added in the faid Meeting of 
Eltates, and be thereupon declared and admitted as above, 
which Crime ſhall be irremiſſible, without Conſent of Par- 
liament. | | * 5 ja 

« And becauſe in the aforeſaid Interval of twenty Days, 
betwixt the ſaid Death and Meeting of Eſtates of Parlia- 
ment, in caſe there be no Parliament aſſembled for the Time, 
it is neceſſary that the Adminiſtration of the Government be 
provided for in that Interim. Therefore it is hereby de- 
clared, that in caſe of the Death of her Majeſty, or of any 
ſucceeding King or Queen of this Realm, in all or any of 


the Events above-mentioned, the aforeſaid Adminiſtration 


ſhall be in the Hands of ſuch of the Members of the faid 
| Eſtates 


1794, 


( xxiy ) 


Anno 3 Annz, Eſtates of Parliament, and ſuch Members of the Prjy 


Council laſt in being, as ſhall be at Edinburgh at the Time of 


[tue ſaid Death, or ſhall come to Edinburgh before the afore. 


ſaid twentieth Day, and ſhall meet in the Parliament Houſe 
there, which Members of the Eſtates, and the ſaid Member 
of the Privy Council, are hereby empowered to fit and ad 
in the ſaid Interim, for preſerving the Peace and Quiet of 
the Kingdom allenarly, and till the ſaid Meeting of Eſtates, 
and no longer; thirty of the ſaid Members of the Eſtates, 
and Members of the former Council, being a Qzorum, the 


Plurality being always of the Eſtates who were not of the 
former Council. 3 


„And it is hereby further ſtatuted and ordained, that all 
Commiſſions granted to the Officers of Eſtate, Lords of Trea- 
ſury and Exchequer, Preſident of the Privy Council, and all 
other civil Commiſſions that * now granted during Plea. 
ſure, ſhall, by the Deceaſe of the King or Queen reigning, 
become null and void, excepting Sheriffs, Stewards and Juf. 
tices of the Peace, in their reſpective Bounds. 5 

« And for the further Security of this Kingdom, her 
Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent aforeſaid, ttatutes and 
enaQs, that the whole Proteſtant Heretors, and all the Burghs 
within the ſame, ſhall forthwith provide themſelves with 
Fire-arms for all the fenfible Men, who are Proteſtants, 
within their reſpeQive Bounds, and thoſe of the Bore pro- 
Portioned to a Bullet of fourteen drop Weight running ; and 
the ſaid Heretors and Burghs are hereby empowered and or- 
dained, to diſcipline and exerciſe their ſaid fenſible Men, 
once in the Month at leaſt, the ſaid Heretors always taking 
the Oath of Allegiance and Aſſurance; as alſo ſuch Heretors 
or fenſible Men who are ſuſpected of Popery, are hereby ap- 
Pointed, when required, to take .the Formula mentioned in 
the AQ of Parliament, 1700, and that before the Sheriff of 
2 or any other Judge within whoſe Juriſdiction they 
reſide. 4 

e And it is hereby likewiſe ſtatuted and ordained, that 
upon the Deceaſe of her Majeſty, or any of her Heirs or 
Succeſlors, the Commiſſions of all Officers of the mung 
Forces above a Captain, ſhall immediately become void an 
null; and that the Captains of the ſeveral Troops and Com- 
panies, and the Lieutenants of thoſe who ſhall have belonged 
to the Colonels, Lieutenant Colonels, and Majors, do conti- 
nue to command their reſpective Troops and Companies, 
without extending their Command any farther, under pain 
of Treaſon, till further Orders from the ſaid Eſtates or Com- 
mittee in the Interval. | 

« And further, her Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent 3. 


foreſaid, 


8: 


[ 
| 
[ 
| 


CX) 
foreſaid, requires and ordains all Officers and Soldiers, which Anno 3 Annas 
ſhal! happen to be in daily Pay at the Time of the Deceaſe 1764. 
aforeſaid, to continue in, or immediately repair to their re- 
ſpective Garriſons and Quarters, and not to remove from 
thence, but by Order of the ſaid Eſtates or Committee above- 
mentioned, upon pain of Treaſon. | 
« And /aftly, her. Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent 
aforeſaid, reſcinds, caſſes and annuls the ſeventeenth Act of 
the Seſſion of the Parliament, 1696, and all other Laws and 
acts of Parliament, in ſo far as they are inconſiſtent with 
this ARE £5 1 


Upon Occaſion of paſſing this Act, bis Grace the Marquis 
of Tweedale, her Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, made the 
following Speech to the Parliament. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

At your fitting down, her Majeſty in her gracious Letter High Commiſ- 
recommended to you two Things, which ſhe thought moſt ſioner's Speech 
nece ſlary for your own Quiet and Security, as well as for en pafſing the p 
that of her Government; the ſettling the Succeſſion in the fais — a 
Proteſtant Line, and the providing for the Subſiſtence of the Soothe 
Forces, the Funds laſt given for that end being then ex- 
hautted. . The firſt of theſe you have not thought fit for 
veur Iatereſt to do at this Time; I heartily wiſh you may 
mcer with an Opportunity for it more for your Advantage 
at another. The other, all of. you ſeemed moſt ready and 
willing to go into, as Witneſs the ſeveral Motions and 
Reſolves made thereanent, but withal ſhewed ſtrong Incli- 
nations for an Act of Security, as abſolutely neceſſary, I. 
told you then, as I had done at firſt, that I had been fully 
empowered, and inſtructed not only as to that, but many 
o:her Things for your Good, but upon the Alteration of 
Circumſtances, had not now the Liberty to make Uſe of 
thoſe Powers even as to that, till I had acquainted her Ma- 
jelty, and knew her Mind, which I would do, and uſe my 
armott Intereſt to procure it favourable, which was the true 
Reaſon of your long Adjournment, and not what was inſi- 
nuated by ſome, who ought to have known me better, the 
Character J have in the World being, I hope, above ſo 
mean a Reflection. 9 | 

© And now, my Lords and Gentlemen, I can tell you that 
rom her Majeſty's innate Goodneſs and gracious Difpoſition 
towards you, it bath been more eaſy for me, and ſome other 
of her Servants, to prevail with her, than, perhaps, was by 
others expected; ſo that you have an Act of Security ſuffi- 
cient for the Ends propoſed: And it is hoped at the ſame 
time you will perfect that of S1pply, which you yourſelves 

1704. | d ſeem 


. (xxvi) 
Anno 3 Anne, ſeem convinced to be abſolutely neceſſary at this Time, and 
1704. without which neither the Forces can be kept on foot, nor 
any Frigates maintained for guarding our Coaſts, and ſecur- 
| ing our Trade, both which now lying before you, I h 
you will go preſently about, that, when finiſhed they may 
f have the Royal Aﬀent, which I am ready to give, and there. 
afier yon may have Time to proceed to other Buſineſs relat. 
ing to Trade, or your other Concerns, wherein I ſhall be 
willing to comp'y with your Defires, ſo they be within the 
Bounds of my IrſtruQtions.” c | ; 
Which is never. But whatever hisGrace might expect of them byway of Pro- 
theleſs delayed. viſion for the Sub ſiſtence of the Army, they made but flow 
Paces therein; but ſpent molt of their Time upon the pablic 
Accounts; and the moſt remarkable of their Proceedings 
upon that Head was, that on the 11th they read the firſt four 
Accounts of Receipts and Diſburſements; and as to the 
fourth Obſervation of the Commiſſioners, for Proviſion for 
Engliſh Forces, they found that to be an Article due by Fay. 
land, and the Sum mentioned in the fifth Obſervation the 
like, and ordered the Clerks of the Treaſury to produce the 
Intiructions of the ſaid fifth Article, againſt the next Day of 
Meeting: So that the Time being {pun out to the 27th, 
not very much io his Grace's Satisfaction, or, perhaps, to the 
Parliament itſeif, they were adjourned to the 7th of October, 
upon which Occaſion the Lord High Commiſſioner made 
the follow ing Speech: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


High Commiſ- * You have now fat long, and, I think, you cannot com- 
ſioner's Speech plain that you have been cut ſhort by frequent Adjournments 
in adjourning or ſhort Sederunts. In this Time more might have been 
the Parliament. qone; however, ſome good Laws are paſſed, and one in par- 


ticular, which gives ſufficient Evidence of the Diſpoſition 


her Majeſty was in to have gratified you in whatever was 
reaſonable. I advertiſed you lately, that you had not much 
longer to fit; and tho' I cannot but ſay the Time you have 
had fince has been very ufefully employed, yet, if there had 
been more Diſpatch made, ſome of thoſe good Laws which 
are now before you might have paſſed ; but now I mult tell 
you, that I am not allowed to give you any more Time, her 
Majeſty thinking a ſhort Receſs neceſſary at preſent, ſo it 
will not be long till you may have another Opportunity of 
doing what ſtill remains fit to be done; for no Difappoint- 
ment her Majeſty hath met with can alter, in the leaſt, her 
favourable Diſpoſition towards this her antient Kingdom.” 


Farther 


” a” Ts Ta *® 


FF wn wa: C 


1 
( nu ) 
SSA SAA AAA AN 


Farther PROCEEDINGS ff the 
SCOTCH PARLIAMENT. 


H E Scorch Parliament met ag'in on the 28th of 
June, 1705, when his Grace Jobn Duke of Argyle, 
/ her Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, went to the Par- 
liament-Houſe, where his Grace's 'Commiſſion was read, and 
recorded; after which a Commiſſion to James Earl of Sea- 
field to be Chancellor, Commiſfions to Villiam Marquis of 
Annandale, and Hugh Earl of ' Loudoun, to be Secretaries of 
State, David Earl of Glaſgow, to be Lord Treaſurer Deputy, 
Sir Fames Murray of Philiphaugh, to be Clerk Regiſter, and 
Adam Ormiſtone, to be Lord Juſtice Clerk, were read and 
recorded as uſual. Then they adjourned to the third Inſtant, 
when they met again, and her Majeſty's Letter to them was 
read as followeth: And his Grace the Lord Commiſſioner 
and the Lord Chancellor made 2 following Speeches. 
ANNA REGINA. | 


| 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


„T hath been our great Care and Concern ever fince 
5 | our Acceſſion to the Crown, to. preſerve the Peace, and 
„promote the true Intereſt and Advantage of that our an- 
“tient Kingdom; and above all, to have your preſent Eſta- 


Anno 4 Anne» 


The Duke of 
Argyle High 


Queen's Letter 


read, 


* bliſhment ſo ſecured, that both you, and after Ages may 


6 reap the Benefit thereof. „ 

“ You are now again met in Parliament, and no doubt. 
« with a full View of all your preſent Circumſtances, which 
« we heartily wiſh may be ſeconded with ſuch Endeavours 
* on your Part, as may beſt accompliſh what we ſo really 
« deſign. | | | Te 

« In your laſt Meeting, we recommended to you with the 
„ greateſt Earneſtneſs, the ſettling of the Succeſſion of that 
« our antient Kingdom in the Proteſtant Line, and ſeveral 
* Things having fince happened, which ſhew the great In- 
* conveniency of this Matter's continuing in Suſpence, we 
cannot but at preſent moſt ſeriouſly renew the Recommen- 
dation of this Settlement, as being convinced of the grow- 
% ing Neceſſity thereof, both for the Preſervation of the 
& Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace and Safety of all our 
„ Dominions, and for defeating the Deſigns and Attempts 


* of all our Enemies. And to prevent any Objections to 


d 2 © the 
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Anno 4 Arinats © the faid Settlement, that can be ſuggeſted from the Views 


1705, 


cc 
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or Fears of future Inconveniencies that may happen to 
that our Kingdom from thence, we ſhall be ready to give 
the Royal Aſſent to ſuch Proceedings and Reſtrictions, as 
ſh1il be found neceſſary and reaſonable in ſuch a Caſe; and 
therefore we mult ſtill leave it upon you as moſt neceſſary 
for all the Ends already mentioned, that you go to the 


* Settlement of the Succeſſion before all other Bufizels.. 


« We are fully ſatisfied, and doubt not but you are, that 
great Benefits will ariſe to all our Subjects by an Union of 
Scotland and England, and that nothing will contribute 
more to the compoſing of Differences, and extinguiſh the 
Heats that are unhappily raiſed and fomented by: the Ene- 
mies of both Nations, than the promoting of every thing 
that tends to the procuring the ſame. Therefore we ear- 


* neſtly recommend to you to paſs an Act for a Commiſſicn 


to ſet a Treaty on foot between the Kingdoms, as our Far- 
liament of England has done, for effectuating what is ſo 
deſirable, and for ſuch other Matters and Things as may 
be judged proper for our Honour, and the Good and Ad- 
vantage of both Kingdoms for ever; in which we ſhall 
moſt heartily give our beſt Aﬀſiltance, 

„ The Supplies granted by the Parliament for maintain- 
ing the Forces, with the Forts, Garriſons and Frigates, are 
now at an end, and the ſame being ſtill neceſſary to be 
maintained; as hkewiſe that the Magazines of Arms and 
Ammunition be duly furniſhed, for the Peace and Security 
of the Kingdom, eſpecially now in Time of War, we 
doubt not but you will provide the Supplies needful, in 
ſuch manner as may be eaſy and effectual. 

«© We have named the Duke of Aigyle to be our Com- 
miſſioner, to repreſent our Perſon in this Seſſion of Pat. 
liament, as one, of whole Capacity and Zeal for our Ser- 


vice, and the Kingdom's Good and Advantage, we are 


ſufficiently aſſured, and no leſs hopeſul that he will be to 
you acceptable: We have fully empowered him to de- 
clare cur firm Reſolution to maintain the Government 
both in Church and State, as by Law efiabliſhed, and like- 


wiſe to conſent to ſuch further Laws as ſhall be thought ' 


needful for that end. | | 
«© We havealſo empowered him to give the Royal Aﬀent 
to ſuch good Laws, as ſhall be conciuded for the Advarce- 
ment of Piety, and Diſcouragement of Immorality, for 
the better encouraging and jmproving of Trade and Ma: 
nufaQure, the further Securing of private Rights and 
Conveyarces, and for promoting the more eaſy and ſpeedy 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice; and generally, for what = 

« e 
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# be found for the Good and Advantage of the Kingdom. Anno 4 Anna, 


& In all ſuch, and whatever elſe may contribute for the Hap- 
“ pineſs and Satisf ction of our People, you ſhall have our 
ready and chearful Concurrence ; And ſo we bid you hear- 
&« tily farewel.” S 
Given at our Court at Windſor Caſtle, the 18th ꝙ June, 
1705; and of our Reign the 4th Year. 
By her Majeſty's Command, 
EY DAVID Nairne, 


» S 


1705. 
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His Grace, my Lord Commiſſioner, made afterwards the 


following Speech. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Her Majeſly has in her moſt gracious Letter expreſſed Lord High 
jelty 8 p 


ſo much Tendernels and Affection towards this Nation, in 
afluring you, that ſhe will maintain the Government, as eſla- 
bliſned by Law, both in Church and State; and acquaintin 
you that ſhe has been pleaſed to give me ſuch Power, to paß 
{ach Acts as may be for the Good of the Nation, that, were 
it not purely to comply with Cuſtom, I might be ſilent. 

c Her Majeity has under her Conſideration the preſent 
Circumſtances of this Kingdom; and out of her extreme 
Concern for its Welfare, has been graciouſly p'eaſed to re- 
commend to you two Expedients, to prevent the Ruin, which 
does but too plainly threaten us: In the firſt place, your ſet. 
tling the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, as what is abſo- 
lutely and immediately neceſſary to ſecure our Peace, to cool 
th; ſe Heats which have, with great Induſtry and too much 
Succeſs, been fomented among us, and effectually diſappoint 
the Defigns of all our Enemies, In the ſecond, a Treaty 
with England, which you yourſelves have ſhewn ſo great an 
{rclination for, that it is not to be ſuppoſed it can meet with 
any Oppoſition. | 

The ſmall Part of the Funds which were appropriated, 
in your laſt Meeting, for the Army, are now at an end, and 
I believe every body is ſatisfied of how great a Uſe our Fri- 
gates have been to our Trade; end it is fit to acquaint you, 
our Forts are ruinous, and our Magazines empty. There- 
ſore I do not doubt but your Wiſdom will direct you to pro- 
vide ſuitable Supplies. 

& My Lordi and Gentlemen, | am moſt ſenſible of the Dif. 
ficu/ties that attend this Poſt, and the Loſs I am at by my 
want of Experience in Aff irs; but I ſhall endeavour to 
make it up by my Zeal and Firmneſs in ſerving her Majefly. 
and the great Regard I ſhall have to whatioever may 9 f: 
the Good of my Conntry.' | 
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Anno 4 Ann : t the ſaid Settlement, that can be ſuggeſted from the Views 


1705, 
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or Fears of future Inconveniencies that may happen to 
that our Kingdom from thence, we ſhall be ready to give 
the Royal Aſſent to ſuch Proceedings and Reſtrictions, as 
ſnall be found neceſſary and reaſonable in ſuch a Caſey and 
therefore we mult ſtill leave it upon ypu as moſt neceſſary 
for all the Ends already mentioned, that you go to the 
Settlement of the Succeſſion before all other Buſis es. 

„ We are fully fatisfied, and doubt not but you are, that 
great Bencfits will ariſe to all our Subjects by an Union of 
Scotland and England, and that nothing will contribute 
more to the compoſing of Differences, and extinguiſh the 
Heats that are unhappily raiſed and fomented by the Ene- 
mies of both Nations, than the promoting of every thing 
that tends to the procuring the ſame. Therefore we ear- 


* neſtly recommend to you to paſs an Act for a Commiſlicn 


to ſet a T'reaty on foot between the Kingdoms, as our Par- 
liament of ZEzgland has done, for effectuating What is ſo 
defirable, and for ſuch other Matters and Things as may 
be judged proper for our Honour, and the Good and Ad- 
vantage of both Kingdoms for ever; in which we ſhall 
moſt heartily give our beſt Aſſiſtance. 

«© The Supplies granted by the Parliament for maintein- 
ing the Forces, with the Forts, Garriſons and Frigates, are 
now at an end, and the ſame being ſtill neceſſary to be 
maintained ; as hkewiſe that the Magazines of Arms and 
Ammunition be duly furniſhed, for the Peace and Security 
of the Kingdom, eſpecially now in Time of War, we 
doubt not but you will provide the Supplies needful, in 
ſuch manner as may be eaſy and effectual. 

«© We have named the Duke of Aigyle to be our Com- 
miſſioner, to repreſent our Perſon in this Seſſion of Pat. 
liament, as one, of whole Capacity and Zeal for our Ser- 


vice, and the Kingdom's Good and Advantage, we are 


ſufficiently aſſured, and no leſs hopeſul that he will be to 
you acceptable: We have fully empowered him to de- 
clare cur firm Reſolution to maintain the Government 
both in Church and State, as by Law efiabliſhed, and like- 


wiie to conſent to ſuch further Laws as ſhall be thought 


needful for that end. | 
«© We havealſo empowered him to give the Royal Aﬀent 
to ſuch good Laws, as ſhall be conciuded for the Advarce- 
ment of Piety, and Diſcouragement of Immorality, for 
the better encouraging and jmproving of Trade and Ma- 
nufzQure, the further Securing of private Rights and 
Conveyarces, and for promoting the more eaſy and ſpeedy 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice; and generally, for what 175 

| «K 5+; 


( xxix') 
& he found for the Good and Advantage of the Kingdom. Anno 4 Anne, 
te In all ſuch, and whatever elſe may contribute for the Hap- 1705s 


— 


« pineſs and Satisf ction of our People, you ſhall. have our SV NS 


& ready and chearful Concurrence ; And ſo we bid you hear- 
« tily farewel.” 3 5 
| Given at our Court at Windſor Caſtle, the 18th 97 June, 
1705; and , our Reign the 4th Tear. | 
| By her wn Command, 
has DAVID NAIR NE. 
His Grace, my Lord Commiſſioner, made afterwards the 
following Speech. ea 25 "MIS IE 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Her Majelly has in her moſt gracious Letter expreſſed Lord High 
ſo much Tenderneſs and Affection towards this Nation, in CO 
afluring you, that ſhe will maintain the Government, as eita- EY 
bliſhed by Law, both in Church and State; and acquainting 
you that ſhe has been pleaſed to give me ſuch Power, to paſs 
{ach Acts as may be for the Good of the Nation, that, were 
it not purely to comply with Cuſtom, I might be ſilent. 
= Her Majeity has under her Conſideration the preſent 
Circumſtances of this Kingdom; and out of her extreme 
Concern for its Welfare, has been gracioufly pleaſed to re- 
commend to you two Expedients, to prevent the Ruin, which 
does but too plainly threaten us: In the firſt place, your ſet- 
tliog the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line, as what is abſo- 
jutely and immediately neceſſary to ſecure our Peace, to cool 
th, ſe Heats which have, with great Induſtry and too much 
Succeſe, been fomented among us, and effeQually diſappoint 
the Defigns of all our Enemies, In the ſecond, a Treaty 
with England, which you yourſelves have ſhewn ſo great an 
Trelination for, that It is not to be ſuppoſed it can meet with 
any Oppoſit:on. | | 

The {mall Part of the Funds which were appropriated, 
in your lat Meeting, for the Army, are now at an end, and 
I believe every body is ſatisfied of how great a Uſe our Pri- 
gates have been to our Trade; md it is fit ta acquaint you, 
our Forts are ruinous, and our Magazines empty. There- 
ſore I do not doubt but your Wiſdom will direct you to pro- 
vide ſuitable Supplies. | 

* My Lordi and Gentlemen, | am moſt ſenfible of the Dif. 
ſiculties that attend this Poſt, and the Loſs I am at by my 
want of Experience in Aff irs; but I ſhall endeavour to 
make it up by my Zeal and Firmneſs in ſerving her Mzje!y 
and the great Regard [ ſhall have to whatioever may »+ ©: 
the Good of my Conntry.' 
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Auno 4 Annz, Then my Lord Chancellor ſpoke to the Aſſembly in the 


1705 following Werds? 
. My Lords and Gentlemen, | x 
Lord Chancel. Her Majeſty in her moſt gracious Letter, and my Lord 
Jor's Speech, Commiſſioner his Grace, in his Speech, do propoſe thoſe 


Things to your Conſideration, which are of the greateſt Im- 
portance for the Security of your Religion and Liberties ; 
and her Majeſty is moſt willing to do all that is in her 


Power, to promote the Happineſs and Proſperity of all her 


Subjects. 

For theſe Ends her Majeſty doth, with great Earneſtneſs, 
continue to recommend to you the Settlement of the Succefſion 
to the Crown in the Proteſtant Line, as the ſureſt Meaſure for 


_ preſerving all that is valuable to you, with regard either to your 


ſacred or civil Concerns : So Jong as this is delayed, the Ene- 
mies of our preſent Eſtabliſhment will continue their bad De. 
ſigns, and be ready to take the firſt Opportunity to diſturb the 
public Peace; and when can you enter upon the Deliberation 
of this Matter, with greater Advantage than now in her Ma- 
jeſty's own Time; and when you have Aſſurances from her 
of all Encouragement, and that ſhe is ready to grant ſuch 
Limitations and Conditions of Government, with regard to 
the Succeſſor, as can be reaſonably propoſed, and will give 
her Royal Concurrence in every thing that can make this 
Settlement advantageous to this Nation ? . 

Her Majeſty doth alſo in her Royal Letter, with great 
Concern, ſignify her Defign to prevent all Differences that 
may happen between this Kingdom and that of England; 
and propoſes the only Expedient in this Matter, the ſetthy 
on foot a Treaty of Union, and of ſuch other Matters and 
Concerns as may be for her Majeſty's Honour, and the Good 
and Advantage of both Kingdoms. It is unqueſtionably the 
Intereſt of both Nations, that they be more cloſely united; 
and that there be an entire Communication of Advantages 
and Privileges, and that they both had the ſame Intereſ, 
which would make this Iſland ſecure at Home and formida- 
ble Abroad ; and you are aſſured of her Majeſty's Royal Con- 
currence and Aſſiſtance, to make this Treaty effectual, to the 
mutual Advantage of both Kingdoms. 

< You will certainly think it reaſonable to grant the needful 
Supplies for maintaining the Forces and Frigates, and for 
other Uſes mentioned in her Majeſty's Letter; theſe being 
ſo neceſſary now in Time of War, for the Support of her 
Majeſty's Government, and for the Defence of this Nation, 
againſt the Attempts and Deſigns of our Enemies. : 


(xxxi) 
| My Lords and Gentlemen, Anno 3 Anne, 

© My Lord Cemmiſſioner being fully inſtructed by her , . 
Majeſty, in every thing that concerns the Good of chi Na- WY. 
tion, you have the cleareſt and greateſt Evidence of her Ma- 
jeſty's moſt tender Care for the Happineſs of her People. I 
am therefore hopeful you will improve this moſt defireable - 
Opportunity, for promoting of Piety, for encouraging our 
Trade, for preſerving your Peace, and for doing all that 
may be for the mutual Satis faction of her Majeſty and her 
Subjects. | | 

Theſe Speeches and other neceſſary Formula's being over, 
on the 5th the following Motions were made. 

The firſt by the Marquis of Aunandale, one of the Secre- Motions made 
taries of State, thus, propoſed, That the Parliament go into by the Marqueſs 
conſideration of ſuch Limitations and Conditions of Govern. of 2 
ment, as ſhall be judged proper for the next Succeſſor in the _ Farl of 4 
Proteſtant Line. | Marr. 

The ſecond by the Earl Mariſabal, thus, Reſolved, that 
this Houſe, before all other Affairs, will make ſuch a Regu- 
lation of the Trade and Coin of this Kingdom, as may be 
moſt proper for the Advantage of this Nation. | 

The third by the Earl of Marr, thus, Reſolved, that this 
Houſe, will proceed preferable to all other Buſineſs, to take 
into their Conſideration the Nation's Circumſtances, as to 
England, and how to enter into a Treaty with them. | 

This laſt being ſeconded by few, his Lordſhip thought fit 
to withdraw it till another time; but the Houſe fell into a 
Debate of ſix Hours upon the two firſt Motions, and at laſt it 
came to the Queſtion, Proceed to the Conſideration of Coin 
and Trade, or to Limitations firſt ? And the firſt was carried 
by about 100. Then a ſecond Queſtion was put, Whether 
the Coin, &c. ſhould be taken into Conſideration by way 
of Reſolve, which excluded all other Buſineſs till that be 
determined, or by way of Propoſal, which admitted of other 
Bufineſs ; this was carried too by a great Majority, 

The 10th, an Act diſcharging the Importation of Corn 
from England and Ireland: And an Act diſcharging the Im- 
portation of Exg/;, 1r1/5, and all Foreign Butter and Cheeſe, 
were read. | { | 

The 17th, they came to the following Reſolves touching Reſolves touch- 
the Succeſſion, Reſolved, that this Parliament will not pro- ing the Sucreſ- 
ceed to the Nomination of a Succeſſor, till we have had a fion. 
previous Treaty with England in relation to our Commerce, 
and other Concerns with that Nation. And farther it is re- 

ſolved, that this Parliament will proceed to make fuch Li. 
mitations and Conditions of Government, for the Rectifica- 
tion of our Conſtitution, as may ſecure the Liberty, Reli- 

gion 
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| (Axxii) 
Anno 3 Anna, ligion ard Independency of this Kingdom, before they pro. 
4704. ceed to the ſaid Nomination. | 


LENS The 26th, Mr. Fletcher of Salton preſented an AQ for ſe. 
r. Fletcher's parating from the Crown, and annexing to the Property of 


to a Treaty Landed-men, all Mines of Gold and Silver, within the 
with England. Bounds belonging to them. The ziſt of Jah, the ſaid Mr, 
Fletcher of Salton, gave in the following Reſolve: Reſolved, 
© That in purſuance of the Reſolution made laſt Seſſion of 
Pariiament, and now again confirmed in this, the, Parliament, 
notwithſtanding the unneighbourly and injurious Uſage te. 
ceived, by an AQ lately paſſed in the Parliament of England, 
entitled, an Act for the effectual ſecuring of the Kingdom of 
England, &c. is ſtill willing, in order to a good Underſtand. 
ing between the two Nations, to enter into a Treaty with 
England ; but it is not conſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt 
of this independent Kingdom to make any Act, or appoint 
Commiſſioners for that End, until the Parliament of England 
do propoſe the ſame in a more neighbourly Manner, - 
Reſolved, To proceed to the neceſſary Acts for regulating 
our Trade, the Ratification of our prelent Conſtitution, and 
the Limitations, in the Terms of our firſt Reſolve. | 
Another by Reſo ve preſented by the Lord Be/lhaven. That we will 
Loed Bellhaven· tae” into Conſideration the Rectification of our Conſtitution, 
| and the Limitations upon the Proteſtant Succeſſor, previous 
to the Conſideration of any Treaty with England. 
Another with An Act for free voting, preſented by the Lord Anſtrutber, 
ps. rs — z thus: The Eſtates of Parliament conſidering the evil Conle- 
. 8 quences that may riſe by Officers of the Cuſtom or Exciſe, 
Collectors or Surveyors, being Members of Parliament, 
therefore our Sovereign Lady the Queen's Majeſty, with Con- 
ſent of the Eſtates of Parliament, to prevent all Jealouſies, 
and give full Satisfaction to all her good Subjects, ſtatutes, 
enacts and declares, that hereafter no Officer of the Cuſtoms, 
or Excife, ColleQor or Surveyor, nor Manager of the Cul- 
toms, nor Farmer of any Branch of her Majeſty's Revenue, 
directly or indirectly, ſhall be Members of Parliament; and 
| declares this Act ſhall have its Commencement the next Par- 
lament that ſhall be called. ES 


The whole Day was fpent upon the above-mentioned Re- 


ſolves, and upon Debate, whether to go firſt upon the Conſi- 
deration of a Treaty of an Union with Ezgland, or upon 

| Limitations, it was Carried for Limitations. 
Debate on efta= On the 11th of Taly, the Parliament having taken 2 
bliching a Coun- Council of Trade under Conſideration, upon a Debate, whe- 
cil of Trade. ther the Nomination of the Members of it ſhould be left to 
Which is to be the Queen, or whether they ſhould be named by the Parlia- 


appointed by rhe . 24 . i 
ment. ment, it Was carried they ſhould be named by the Parliament 


(xxxiii) 


On the 14th the Council of Trade being twenty-one in A tino 4 Ant; 


Number, wiz. ſeven of each Eſtate, were named in Parlia- 
ment, each Eſtate naming ſeven of their own Members, ex- 
cluding all Farmers and Collectors of the Revenue. The 


16th, the Overture of an AQ for chuſing Officers of State, procee Ang on 
Privy Council, Treaſury and Exchequer, in caſe of her Ma- ſeveral Points, 
jeſty's Deceaſe, without Heirs of her Body, was read; and by way of Pro- 
alſo an Act for a Triennial Parliament; and both were marked _ in cafe, R 
a firſt Reading. They proceeded alſo to conſider the AR Hart Queen 


about the Way of chuſing Officers of State, &c. in caſe of 
her Majeſty's Deceaſe without Heirs of her Body, and after 
Debate upon the Clauſe for naming the ſaid Officers, it was 
put to the: Vote, if the Nomination of the Officers of State, 
&c. ſhould, be by the King in Parliament, with the Advice, 
Conſent, and Approbation of the Eſtates, or if the Nomina- 
tion ſhould be by the Eſtates of Parliament; and carried that 
the Nomination ſhould be by the Eſtates of Parliament. 

Moved, that the Nomination upon the Death of any of 
the Lords of Seſſion or Juſticiary, be in the ſame Manner as 
the Officers of State, and added to this Act. Moved alſo; 
that the; ſame be confidered by a ſeparate Act, and after 
reaſoning, agreed, that the Lords of Seſſion and Juſticiary be 
named in the ſame Manner as the Officers of State, and that 
the Com miſſions to be granted to them upon any Vacancy 
hall be during Life: + |, | 

On the 21 the Parliament proceeded to the further Conſi- 
deration of the AR, about the Way of chuſing Officers of 
State, in caſe of her Majeſty's Deceaſe without Heirs of her 
Body, and moved, that a Clauſe be added, that in the Event 
aforeſaid there be three Preſidents of the Seſſion choſen and 
named by the Parliament, to preſide by Turns for the Space 
of two Months only, and after reaſoning it was put to the 
Vote, add the Clauſe or not, and carried in the Negative. 
Then the Act being read, it was put to the Vote, approve 
the AR or not, and carried approve. | 

Some Days before, the following Draught of Limita- 
tions was given in by Mr. Fletcher of Salton, upon which 
there were ſeveral Debates and Speeches. | 

Overtures for Limitations on the Succeſſors of her Majeſty 
deceafing without Heirs of her Body, who ſhall be likewiſe 
kings of England. #1435 N Non 


Death, 


I That Elections ſhall be made at every Michaelmas Mr. Fletcher's 


head Court for a new Parliament every Year, to fit the firſt 
of November next following, and adjourn themſelves from 
1705, e | time 


* Theſe Limitations were both given into Parliament, and ſet forth in 
Print in 2703. | | | | 


Draught of Li- 
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Anno 8 time to time till next Michae/mas. That they chuſe their 


own Preſident, and that every thing ſhall be N 


E VI ballotting in place of voting. 


II. That io many leſſer Barons ſhall be added to the Par- 


- Jiament, as there have been Noblemen created ſince the 


Augmentation of the Number of Barons; and that in all 
Time coming, for every Nobleman that ſhall be created, 


there ſhall be a Baron added to the Parliament. 


III. That no Man have à Vote in Parliament but a No- 


Pes or elected Member. 


IV. That the King ſhall give the Royal Aﬀent to all Laws 
offered by the Eſtates, and that the Prefident of the Parlia- 
ment be empowered by his Majeſty to give the Royal Af. 
ſent in his Abſence, and have 10/. Sterling a Day Salary, 

V. That a Committee of thirty one Members, of which 
nine to be a Quorum, choſen out of their own Number by 
every Parliament, ſhall, during the Intervals of Parliament, 
under the King, have the Adminiſtration of the Government, 
be his Council, and be accountable to the next Parliament, 
with Power in extraordinary Occafions to call the Parliament 
together; and that in the ſaid Council all Things be deter- 
mined by bzlloxting in the place of voting. 

VI. That the King without Conſent of Parliament, ſhall 
not have the Power of making Peace and War, or that of 
concluding any Treaty with any other State or Potentate. 

VII. That all Places and Offices, both civil and military, 
and all Penſions formerly conferred by our King, ſhall ever 
af.er be given by Parliament. | 

VIII. That no Regiment nor Company of Horſe, Foot, 
or Dr: goons, be Kept on foot in Peace or War, but by Con- 
ſent of Parliament, 

IX, That all the ferfible Men of the Nation, between 
ſixiy and ſixteen, be armed with Bayonets and Firelocks, all 
of a Calibre, and continue always provided in ſuch Arms, 
with Ammunition ſuitable. 

X. That no general Indemnity, nor Pardon for any Tranf- 
greflor againſt the Public, ſhall be valid without the Conſent 
of Parliament. 

XI. That the fifteen Senators of the Coltege of Juſtice, 
ſhall be incapable of being Members of Parliament, or of 
any other Office, or any Penſion, but the Salary belonging 
to their Place to be increaſed as the Parliament ſhall think 
ft, tho' the Office of Preſident be in three of their Num- 
ber, to be named by Parliament, and that there be no extra- 
ordinary Lords; and alſo that the Lords of the Juſtice 
Court ſhai; be diſtinct from thoſe of the Seſſion, and under 
the ſame Reſtrictions. 

| XII. That 


| ( xxxv ) 

XII. That if any King break in upon any of theſe Con- Anno 5 Annz, 
ditions of Government, he ſhall by the Eſtates be declared 1706. 
to have forfeited the Crown. PAYED N 

On the 229, the Parliament proceeded to conſider the A for triennia l 
AR for a Triennial Parliament; and after ſome reaſoning, Par iagents 
whether this AR ſhould take Effect during the Queen's oonfdered. 
Reign, or not till the Reign of the Succeſſor, it was put to 
the Vote, and carried that it ſhould take Effect during her 
Majeſty's Reign: Moved, that this Parliament continue 
only for one Year after the Date of the Act: and alſo 
moved, that it may continue for three Years after; being 
put to the Vote, it was carried that it may continue three 
Years. Moved, that by the AR all Farmers and ColleQors 
of her Majeſty's Cuſtom and Exciſe, and Surveyors, be de- 
clared to be uncapable to be choſen Members of Parlia- And approved, 
ment. Then the whole Act being read, it was put to the 
Vote, approve or not, and carried approve. 
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PROCEEDINGS in the Scorcn PaR- 
LIAMENT relating fo the * UNION, 1706. 
T H E Commiſſioners of both Kingdoms having pre- 


pared a complete Scheme of an entire Union be- 
tween the two Nations, ſome Particulars being only 

referred, to be ſettled by their reſpeQive Parliaments ; when 
every thing was agreed to, they preſented one Copy of the 
Treaty to the Queen, and each Side had a Copy, to be pre- 
ſented to their reſpectiye Parliaments, ail the three Copies 
being ſigned by the Commiſſioners of both Kingdoms : It was 
reſolved to lay the Matter firſt before the Parliament of 
Scotland, becauſe it was apprehended it would meet with the 
pray Oppoſitien there. Accordingly, when the Scotch 

arliament met, on the 3d of October, his Grace James Duke H p 
of Qutenſbury, her Majeſty's High Comm iſſioner, went to — 
the Parliament Houſe, attended by moſt of the Nobility, High Commiſ- 
Barons and Members of Parliament, where his Grace's ſioner. 
Commiſlion was read and recorded as uſual. After which, 
her Majeſty's Letter to the Parliament was read as follows: 

ANNE R. : | 

My Lords and Gentlemen, £5 

x Mm 8 IN CE your laſt Meeting, we did nominate Come. - 

«K 


miſſioners to treat of an Union between our two King- to the Scotch 


1s > as «© doms Parliament. 


See an Account of the proceedings of the Commiſſioners of both 
Kingdotns in CR AN DLER's Hiſt, Anno 5 Anne 1706, Page 474. 
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“table to you. 


in the United Kingdom. 


( xxxvi 1 5 
4 doms of Scotland and England, and by their great Cart and 
0 Diligence, a Treaty is happily concluded and laid before 
us, Ne 11% een « 
© We have called you together as ſoon as our Affairs could 
cc permit, that the Treaty may be under your Conſideration, 
„ in Purſuance of the AQ made in the laſt Seſſion of dur 
< Parliament there; and we hope the Terms will be accep. 


« The Union has been long deſired by both Nations, and 
* we ſhall eſteem it the greateſt Glory of our Reign to 
* have it now perfected, being fully perſuaded, that it mult 
prove the greateſt Happineſs of our People. K 

« An entire and perſect Union will be the ſolid Founda- 
< tion of laſting Peace: It will ſecure yaur Religion, Li. 
„ berty and Property, remove the Animoſities among your 
be ſelves, and the Jealoufies and Differences betwixt our own 
* two Kingdoms: It muſt increaſe your Strength, Riches, 
* and Trade: And by this Union the whole Iſland, being 
joined in Affection, and free from all Apprehenſion of 
& different Intereſts, will be enabled to reſiſt all its Enemies, 
* ſupport the Proteſtant Intereſt every where, and maintain 
“the Liberties of Europe. £3 1 

* We, do upon this Occaſion renew the Aſſurances, we 
& have ſormerly given you, of our Reſolution to maintain 
- = Government of the Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed in 

Stvtland, and the Acts of both Parliaments, upon which 
& this Treaty proceeded, having reſerved their reſpeQive 
«© Governments of the Church in each Kingdom; the Com- 
«+ miſſioners haye left that Matter entire; and you have 
«© now an Opportunity for doing what may be neceſſary for 
«« ſecuring of your preſent Church Government, after the 
% Union, within the Limits of Scotland. | . 

« The Support of our Government, and your own Safety 
«« does require, that yon do make neceſſary Proviſion for 
„ maintaining the Forces, Ships and Garriſons, until the 
% Farliament of Great Britain ſhall provide for theſe Ends 

& We have made Choice of our truſty and right entirely 
« beloyed Couſin and Counſellor, James Duke of Qucenſbury, 
eto be our Commiſſioner, and repreſent our Royal Perſon, 
<« being well ſatisfied with his Fitneſs for that Truſt, from 
«© Experience we have of his Capacity, Zeal and Fidelity to 
*© our Service, and the Good of his Country; which, as it 
« has determined. us in the Choice, we doubt not but will 


make him acceptable to you. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
It cannot but be an Encouragement to you to finiſh the 
ho | | Union 
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Union at this time, that God Almightly has bleſſed our Anno 5 Anne,” 


« Arms, and thoſe of our Allies, with ſo great Succeſs, which 


« gives us the nearer Proſpect of a happy Peace, and with LW NY) 


te it you will have the full Poſſeſſion of all the Advantages 
« of this Union; and you have no Reiſon-to-doubt but the 
„ Parliament of England will do what is neceſſary on their 
« Part, after the Readineſs they have ſhewn to remove what 
might obſtruct the entring on the Treaty. Me moſt 
« earneſtly recommend to you Calmneſs and Unanimity, in 
this great and weighty Affair, that the Union may be 
e brought to a happy Concluſion, being the only effectual 
* Way to ſecure your preſent and future Happineſs, and to 
„ diſappoint the Defigns of our and your Enemies, who will, 
« doubtleſs, on this 5 . uſe their utmoſt Endeavours 
© to prevent or delay this Union, which muſt ſo much con- 
tribute to our Glory, and the Happineſs of our People: 
« And ſo we bid you heartily farewell. 
Given at our Court at Windſor Caflle, the thirty firſt Day 
F july, 1706 ; and of our Reign the fifth Year. 
„ By her Majeſty's Command. 
The Letter being read, his Grace the Duke of Qucenſ. 
bury, her Majeſty's High Commiſſioner, ſpoke as follows: 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Her Majeſty, by her gracious Letter, has acquainted Lord High 
you, that the Treaty of Union between the Kingdoms of Commiſſioner's. 
Scotland and England (purſuant to an Ad made in your laſt Speech, 


Seſſion) has been happily agreed on, which is now in my 
Lord Regiſter's Hands, ready to be laid before you. 
© The Lords Commiſſioners for this Kiagdom have been 
diligent and zealous in concerting juſt and reaſonable Terms ; 
and it muſt be acknowledged, we meet with a very fair and 
friendly Diſpoſition in the Lords Commiſſioners on the other 
Part. | | 
© The Treaty has, with all Humility, been preſented to 
the Queen, and was moſt graciouſly received ; and tho' no 
Reign was ever ſo truly great, for wiſe and ſteady Councils, 
and ſo many important Succeſſes, as that of her Majeſty, yet, 
you ſee, ſhe is pleaſed to eſteem the perfecting of this Union, 
as the greateſt Glory of her Reign, being the molt ſolid 
Foundation of a laſting Security to the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Liberties of Europe, and of Peace and Happineſs to 
her People. 1 £99 ca 1 
© Theſe Reaſons, I doubt not, will make the Treaty ac- 
ceptable to you; and I perſuade myſelf that you will proceed 
with ſuch Calmneſs and Impartiality, as the Weight of the 
Subject requires, and as becomes fo great an Aſſembly. 5 
; | | 5 2 


(xxxviii) 
Anno 5 Anj The Lords Commiſſioners for both Kingdoms were Ii. 
1706. mited in Matter of Church Government; for the Security of 
V JS Preſbyterian Government in this Church, you have the Law; 
already made for its Eſtabliſhment, the Queen's repeated Af. 
ſurances to preſerve it, and I am empowered to conſent to 
what may be farther neceſſary after the Union. bad 
© Her Majeſty has been pleaſed to recommend to you to 
make Proviſion for the Forces, Ships and Garriſons, which 
is very neceſſary, the Subſidies granted at your laſt Meet- 
ing being run out; ſo I doubt not you will ſpeedily renew 
them. Os.” 


mg £4 DB Oo 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


© I am not inſenſible of the great Difficulties that attend 
the weighty Character, it has pleaſed her Majeſty to hotiour 
me with, but with your favourable Aſſiſtance, upon which I 
very much rely, I hope, by my Zeal and Fidelity for her 
Majeſty's Service, and the Good of my Country, which 
are inſeparable, to diſcharge my Duty on this extraordinary 
Occaſion.” 


His Grace had no ſooner done, than the Earl of Seafiell, | 

= | Lord High Chancellor, ſpoke to them in this Manner: 

ö My Lords and Gentlemen, 5 

1 Lord Chance. It hath been, and is the greateſt Happineſs of this Na- 

# lor's Speech» tion, that the Queen our Sovereign, hath always made it the 

2 chief Defign of her Reign, to protect her Subjects in the 
Enjoy ment of all their Rights and Privileges, to promote 
their Good, and to eſtabliſh their Peace and Proſperity up- 
on ſure and laſting Foundations. 3 

| « For theſe Ends, her Majeſty, in her moſt gracious Let- 
ter, doth, with great Earneſtneſs, recommend to you the 
concluding of the Union of the two Kingdoms, and has 
plainly and fully laid before you the great Advantages that 
this Union muſt bring with it to all Britain, and in particu- 
lar to this Kingdom. | 155 

The Loi Commiſfioners named by her Majeſty for 
this Kingdom, to treat of this Union, have endeavoured to 
diſcharge this great Truſt with all Fidelity, and have agreed 
to ſuch Terms and Conditions as I hope ſhall be found juſt, 
honourable and advantageous : The Treaty has been already 
received very graciouſly by her Majeſty, and is now ready 
to be reported to you, for your Conſideration. | 
I do not think it proper, at this time, to deſcend into 

the particular Articles of this Treaty; I ſhall only beg 
Leave to fay-in general, that it muſt be of great Advantage 
to have this whole Iſland united under one Government, and 
con joined entirely in Intereſt and Affection, having — 
1 
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of all Rights and Privileges, with a free Communication 
and [ntercourſe of Trade, which muſt certainly eſtabliſh our 
Security, augment our Strength, and increaſe our Trade and 
Riches. es HE ; 

We can never expect a more favourable JunQure for 
compleating this Union, than at preſent, when her Majeſty 
has not only recommended it, but declared, that ſhe will 
eſteem it the greateſt Glory of her Reign, to have it per- 
ſected: and when the Parliament of England has ſhewn its 
Inclinations for it, by removing all thoſe Obſtacles that did 
lie in the Way of the Treaty: And it muſt alſo be acknow- 
ledged, that the Lords Commiſſioners for England did teſtify 
their good Diſpoſition all along in this Affair: And the great 
and glorious Succeſſes wherewith God has bleſſed her Ma- 
jeſty's Arms, and thoſe of her Allies, give us the Hope of 2 
near and. advantageous Peace, whereby we will be put in 
the Poſſeſſion, and attain to the full Enjoyment of all the Li. 
berties and Privileges of Trade, now offered by the Treaty. 

© The Commiſſioners of both Sides have only treated of 


170k, 


ſuch Things as concern the Civil Government, Liberties, 


Privileges, Trade, and Taxes ; but found themſelves limited 
as to the Church Government, that being reſerved to each 
Kingdom by 3 Acts of Parliament, upon which 


the Treaty pr and you have now not only the Laws 


already made, with her Majeſty's moſt gracious, repeated 


Aſſurance, for maintaining and continuing Preſbyterian 


Church Government within this Kingdom: But this further 
Opportunity of making ſuch Conditions and Proviſions, as 
ſhall be found neceſſary for i Security, after the Concluſion 
of this Union, within the Limits of Scotlaud. 

© Her Majeſty recommends to you, to provide the neceſſary 
Supplies for the Troops, Garriſons and Ships ; the Funds 
formerly given, are expired; and therefore I doubt not but 
you will eaſily comply with what is fo plainly neceſſary, for 


the Preſervation of the public Safety, and preventing the 


Deſigns of Enemies now in Time of War. 

Since we have now the Opportunity of eſtabliſhing for 
ourſelves and our Poſterity, by this Union with England, all 
that concerns our Religion and Liberties, together with the 
moſt valuable Privileges of Trade, I am hopeful that you 
will proceed to the Conſideration of the Articles of the 
Treaty, in ſuch Manner as ſhall bring it to the deſired Con- 


eluſion; and it cannot but tend to the laſting Honour of this 
Seſſion of Parliament, to have ſo happily finiſhed this moſt 


important and weighty Matter.” 
| On the 12th, it was moved, That the Articles of the 
Union, carried on by the Commiſſioners of * 


* 


- * 
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bout the Union. 
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( xl 7 
Anno 5 Anne, ſhould be read, as alſo the Minutes of the ſaid Commiſfion: 
%. ers. And they ordered that all Records, relating to former 
LY RE Treaties between both Kingdoms, ſhould be laid before the 
| Houſe ; and that in the Intervals of Parliament, they ſhould 
be ſeen in the lower Parliament, where ſome of the Lord 
Regiſter's Servants were to attend. And the Articles of 
Union being accordingly read again, it was agreed, That the 
| Parliament ſhould proceed to the Conſideration of them. 
42 42 280 the 15th, when they debated the Vote of the 12th, to 
for "44 —_ proceed the Articles of the Union, or delay; the Country 
3 Party argued for a Delay: But being put to the Vote, it was 
| ay ay Proceed, Yea's 116, No's 52 ; fo that it was carried 
by 64. | | 
"On the 16th, they read the firſt eight Articles of the Treaty, 
and the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners relating to'them ; 
and on the 19th, the IXth, Xth, XIth, XIIth, XIIIch, and 
XIVth, were all ſeverally read, with the Proceedings of the 
Commiffioners in the Treaty relating to them; and were all 
diicourſed on. Then the XVth Article was read, with the 
Proceedings relating to it : And after ſome reaſoning, there 
aroſe a Debate about the Calculation of the Sums therein 
mentioned; which was adjourned till the next Meeting. 
The Calculations debated, were about the Equivalent of 
398090 J. 105. to be granted to Scotland, for coming into 
ie veral Cuſtoms, now payable in England, and applicable 
towards Payment of the Debts of England, contracted before 
the Union; according to the Proportions which the preſent 
Cuſtoms in Scotland, being 30000 J. per Aunum, did bear to 
the Cuſtoms in England, computed at 1351559 J. per Au- 
num; and which the preſent Exciſe in Scotland, being 335 001. 
per Annum, bears to the Exciſe in England, computed at 
947602 J. per Annum. 3 
On the 22d, the Debate about the Calculation of the 
Equivalent of 398085 J. 10s, was relumed ; and after ſome 
Time ſpent upon it, it was agreed to name a Committee of 
three Perſons of each State, to proceed and examine the ſaid 
Calculation, and to report the ſame to the Parliament. Then 
ſeveral Paragraphs of the X Vth Article were read again, and 
further argued on. The XVIth and XVIlIth Articles were 
alſo read; and with the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners 
relating to them, were alſo argued upon. So. was the 
XVIIIth Article, and the Proceedings relating to it, and af. 
ter ſome Diſcourſe upon it, the further Conſideration. of this 
Article was delayed till the next Sitting; the ſame Day ſe- 
veral Members ſpoke to Equivalent and Trade in general, 
and to that of the .{/7ican Company in particular: Upon the 
latter, there were two Motions made, one, that the Parlia- 
: ment 


„ 
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ment ſhould inſiſt upon a Compenſation of all the Loſſes the Anno 3 Annay, 
Darien Company had ſuſtained; fince thoſe Loſſes were ocea 1906, 
fioned by the undue intermeddling of England, at appeared \w 


by former Votes of the Parliament of Scor/and. The other 
was, that ſeeing the Equivalent to be given to the Proprie- 
tors of the {/ricas Company, was not to be paid by Exgland; 
but out of the Scots Cuſtoms and Exciſe, and therefore the 
Property of that Company ought to belong to the Kingdom 
of Scotland, as a National Company, and not be abandoned 
until the Nation ſaw a proper Occafion, and an adequate 
Price for it. Both theſe Motions, and ſeveral others of the 
like ſort, were laid upon the Table, to be conſidered when 
the Artieles to which they related were taken into Conſide- 
ration. ANTE Th (oat | = 

On the 23d the XVIIIch Article of the Union was again 
read, when it was moved, that the Erg/is Laws concerning 
the Regulation of Trade, We, to which Scotland, by virtue 
of the Treaty, was liable, be printed. Moved alſo; that the 
Engliſh Book of Rates, with the Abridgment of the Laws re- 
lating thereunto, be printed. Moved alſo, that it be remit- 
ted to a Committee of Parliament, to cauſe ſuch of the ſaid 
Laws to be printed as they ſhall ſee juſt, or to report to the 
Parliament. And after ſome Debate upon it, the further 
Conſideration of it was delayed till the next Sitting, 


On the 29th, the Day that the XIXth, XXth and XXIfR The Lauder In- 
Articles were read and debated; and that the XXIId and ſtructions read. 


XXIIId was read, a Print was delivered to all the Members 
as they entered the Houſe, which ran in theſe Words : 


Inſtructions by the Magiſtrates and Town Council of the 
Burgh of Lauder, to their Commiſſioner in Parliament, in 
relation to the Union propos d betwixt the Kingdoms of 
Scotland and England, _ = 9 45 
At Lauder the 23d Day of October, 1706 Vears, the 

which Day the Bailiffs and Towu- Council of be Burgh of 

Lauder, being convened in Council within the To{booth of 

the ſaid Burgh, having received a Letter directed to them from 

the Right Honourable Sir Samuel Maclclellan, Lord Provoſt 
of Edinburgh, dated the 15th Day of Odtober Inſlant, calling 
and indicting a general Convention of the Royal Boroughs, 
to be holden and to fit at Edinburgh upon the 29th Day of 
this Inſtant OZober, and intreating to ſend a Commiſſioner 
to the ſaid Convention, fully inſtructed, in relatios to the 

Union propoſed betwixt the Kingdoms of Scotland and Eng- 

land, c. as the ſaid Letter bears. And the ſaid Letter, 

with the Articles of the ſaid propoſed Union, being both 

verbatim publicly read, in ** of the Bailiffs and G 


5 


Anno 5 Anne, 


1706. 


* 


| ( ix1ii;) 
eil and all the other Burgreſſes, Inhabitants of the ſaid Burgh, 
allowed by the Bailiffs and Council in this ſo great Concern, 
to be there preſent, and to give their Opinions. It was un- 


. animoufly agreed to by the Bailiffs and Council, with Con. 


ſent of their neighbouring Burgeſſes, that Sir David Cun- 
ningham of Milncraig, Knight and Baronet, and their Com. 
miſſioner and Repreſentative in this preſent Parliament, 
ſnould be their Commiſſioner in the foreſaid general Conven- 
tion of Boroughs, in the Terms of their Comm iſſion of the 
Date hereof. And being fully convinced, that ,albeit their 
Commiſſion for repreſenting them in this current Parliament, 
be conceived in the moſt full and ample Terms imaginable, 
yet the ſame can never empower him to act or vote auy thing, 
which may tend to the impairing or ſubyerting, or altering 


any manner of way his Conſtituents Conſtitution, Rights or 


Privileges, without their particular and unanimous: Conſent 
given him for that Effect. And having likewiſe: ſeriouſly 
conſidered the ſeveral and particular Articles of the faid pro. 
poſed Union, and that they look upon themſelves as bound 
in Duty, at this time, to give their Opinion in relation to 
the Union propoſed, do therefore unanimouſly give it as their 
humble Opinion, that the devolving the Powers of the Scots 
Parliament into the Hands of a ſmall number of Lords, Ba- 


rons and Boroughs, allowed by the faid propoſed Articles to 


fit and vote with the whole Lords and Commons of Eng/and, 
in a Parliament to be called the Parliament of Great Britain, 
is diſhonourable and prejudicial to the Kingdom. of Scotland, 
tending to the Deſtruction of their ancient Conſtitution, and 
all their Rights and Privileges, as a free People in general, 
and to every individual Perſon and Society within the ſame, 
eſpecially that of the Boroughs. GAY 

© Therefore, unleſs it ſhall be firſt agreed to in this preſent 
Parliament, or any other before the ſaid Union, that the 


„ 


Scots Parliament ſhall continue in all time hereafter as for- 


merly, and she Laws and Subjects of Scotland ſhall be only 


ſubjected to the Wiſdom of a Scots Parliament, conſtituted 


according to the Laws of the ſaid Kingdom: The ſaid Bai- 
liffs and Council, with Conſent of their Burgeſſes, have em- 
powered, authorized and required, and hereby empower, 
authoriſe and require the ſaid Sir David Curningham, their 
Commiſſioner in this prefent Parliament for them, and-in 
their Names and Behalf, in open and plain Parliament, by 


| his Vote to diflent to, and'diſapprove of all and every one 


- of the Articles of the ſaid propoſed Union. And in caſe 
the ſaid Sir David ſhal} not follow and obey theſe our In- 


ſtruQtions, we proteſt, that his Vote in the contrary thereof 


is null, being not only contrary to his Conſtituents their In- 


ſtructions, 


| (xl) 
ſtructions, but likewiſe tending to the impairing and ſubvert- Anno 5 Anna, 
ing of their Conſtitution and Privileges: But in caſe it ſhall 1708. 
be firſt agreed to, by this or any ſucceeding Parliament, that * 
this and the ſucceeding Parliament ſhall continue as for- 
merly, we then promiſe to give him, or any other our Com- 
miſſioner for the Time, our particular Inſtructions, as to the 
other ſeveral Articles of the {aid propoſed Union. And that 
this our Opinion and Proceedings may be made known to 
our Brethren the other Royal Boroughs, we have ordained 
theſe Preſents to be publicly printed and diſperſed among 
them. In Teſtimony whereof the ſaid Sir David Cunning- 
| ham's Commiſſion to the Royal Boroughs, and theſe his In- 
ſtructions to the Parliament, being ſubſcribed by the Bailiffs 
in preſence of, and at the Command of the Council, are ex- 
trated forth of the Town-Court Books of the Borough of 
Lauder, by Mark Henderſon, Common Clerk of the ſame, and 
the common Seal of the ſaid Burgh is hereunto affixed.” 
e | Sic ſubſeribitur, | 

i. M. Henderſon, Clerk. 

The ſame Day, Mr. Fletcher of Salton took the Freedom to Mr. Fletcher's 
ſay in Parliament, that the Intereſt and Honour of the Nation warm Aſſertion. 
| was betrayed by their Commiſſioners. - This occaſioned a Motion that he 
great Heat in the Houſe, and it was demanded: that he ſhould might be called 
| be called to the Bar; upon which ſeveral Members of all to the Bar, 
| Ranks ſtood up to vindicate what he had ſaid: And after a 
| long Debate it was propoſed, that he ſhould explain him- 
ſelf, The Explanation which he gave was to this Effect, Eis bold Expla- 
| That he could find no other Name but Treachery to the aQ- nation. © 
| ing of thoſe Gentlemen: He did indeed acknowledge that 

the Word was harſh, but it was Truth; and if the Houſe 
| thought he had committed any Offence by the Expreſſion, he 
was willing to ſubmit to their Cenſure; upon which the 
ä Debate was let fall. * | 
When the Articles about the Number of Scots Lords and 
Commons, that were to be admitted to the Parliament of 
Great Britain, and the Proceedings of the Commiſſioners re- Marqueſs of 
| lating to the ſame, were read, there were ſharp Speeches on Ann adale, 
'S both Sides, particularly betwixt the Marqueſs of Annandal: E. of Stair, 
525 and Earl of Stair, by Mr. Fletcher of Salton, the Lord Juſ. Mr. Fletcher, 
tice Clerk, and Sir 4. Homę. And the Duke of Hamilton LOT FI 
| concluded with one, wherein many Doubts were propoſed Sit A. Home, 
about the Quota of the Scots Lords and Commons, and the and Duke of 
yielding the Precedency of the Scors Peers, to all the Eugliſb Hamilton. 
| of the ſame Rank; to which no Anſwer was given, nor any 
| Vote propoſed that Night, ſo that they adjourned. 
| It myſt be owned that * oppoſed the Union, left 
; 2 no 


| (xliv) 
Anne 5 Anne, no Stone unturned to carry their Point; they and their 
1706. Emiſſaries talked of Addreſſes from all the Corners of the 
\}/ Kingdom agaiuſt the preſent Scheme, wherein they pretend. 
ed not to. be againſt an Union, but againſt. the Terms, ag 
propoſed in the preſent Articles; ſo that many of the Tra- 
ders, who at firſt ſeemed fond of it, now imbib'd other No- 
tions, and Pamphlets were ſpread about to perſuade the Preſ. 
byterians, that this Scheme was contrary to their National 
and ſolemn League and Covenant, and that by the facra. 
mental Teſt, which was eſtabliſhed in Eng/and, they would 
be excluded from all public Poſts in the: Government of 
Great Britain; And others pretended to aſſure them, that if 
they made the Repeal of that Teſt a Conditian of the U. 
nion, it would be complied with in England. | 
The Parliament having read the XXIVch and XXVth, 
being the two laſt Articles, on the zoth, they adjourned to 
November 1ſt. | 1} 50:0 1:38 hom ads <1 
The Parliament went thro' the firſt reading of the Articles 
of the Union, laſt Month, and on the firſt of Nowember it 
was moved, that they ſhouid then proceed to the further and 
more particular Conſideration of the Articles of Union, in 
order to approve or not, and to begin with, and read the firſt 
Article. Moved alſo, that the further Conſideration of the 
Articles of the Union ſhould be delayed for ſome conſiderable 
time, till the Sentiments of the Parliament of England con- 
cerning it be known; and that the Members of Parliament 
might conſult thoſe whom they repreſented. And aſter ſome 
| Debate on thoſe Motions, ſeveral Petitions and Addreſſes were 
Several Peti- preſented, wiz. One in the Name of the Barons, Freeholders, 
tions againſt the and others within the Shire ef Mialotbian: Another in 
 Vnion read. Name of the Barons, Freeholders, and others within the Shire 
of Linlithgow : And three, in Name of the Barons and Free- 
holders of Perzb-Shire: All againſt allowing of an incorpo- 
rating Union with Ezgland; and read and diſcourſed on. 
And thereafter, the Debate for Delay, on account of conſult · 
ing of thoſe whom the Members repreſented, and of know- 
ing the Sentiments of the Nation, and the Procedure of the 
Parliament of England, was let fall, and agreed that the firſt 
Article of the Union ſhould be read; but that it ſhould be 
entire next Sederunt of Parliaments to debate whether or not 
the firſt Article ſhould be cong'uded, by approving thereof, 
or not. Or if the Parliament might not, before concluding 
thereof, begin with and conclude any other of the Articles. 
And accordingly the firſt Article was read. The reſt of the 
Day was ſpent in reading and reaſoning on the Addreſſes; 
the Country Party argued, that the Union was a Matter of 
ſo great and general Concern, that it was not ta be gone — 
a "Bo wit! 
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( xlv- ) 
with Precipitation, and that there were many more Addreſ. Auno 5 Anne, 
ſes coming, by which they would ſee the Incliaations of the Jes. 
Country, and of their Conſtituents. Aſter this ſeveral otbe FLV” 
Propoſals were affered as Preliminaries, before they ſhouid Sela es 
enter upon the Treaty; one of which was, that this King- 6 
dom ſhou!d for ever be the Place of the Prince's Education 
and Reſidence ; then there was a Debate, whether they ſhould 
proceed immediately to the Conſideration of the firſt Article 
of the Treaty, or the Security of the Kirk. This laſted till 
Night, and then the Parliament was adjourned till next Day, 
when e they met, and had a very warm Debate, Debate on ſecu- 
whether they ſhould firſt ſecure the Kirk, or enter on the firit rint the Kirk. 
Article. Much Time being ſpent in this, my Lord Regiſter Lord Regiſter 
gave in a Reſolve as the State of the Vote, that they ſhould em es in 3 Re- 
ter on the Article; but with this Proviſo, that tho? it flnould 
be voted and approved, it ſhould be no ways binding, except 
all the reſt were agreed to. In oppoſition to this, it was 
propoſed, that the State of the Vote ſhould be ſimply, enter 
on the Article, or firſt ſecure the Kirk. A great many ſpoke 
for both States of the Vote; but being put to the Queſtion, | 
the Lord Regiſter's was carried by a Majority of 38, and Which is cax- 
then approved by a greater Number, After this there were ved. 
long and ſmart Speeches, Pro and Con, on the Subject, parti- 
cularly by the Lord“ Belhawen, and Mr, Fletcher of Salton. 

During the Debate, whether the Security of the Kirk,, or Farther Debate 
the firſt Article for uniting both Nations into one Kingdom, on the Security 
under the Name of Great Britain, ſhould have the Prefe- f the Kirk. 
rence ; it was urged, that according to the laudable Cuſtom 
of this Kingdom, as appears by their ancient Acts of Parlia- 
ment, the Kirk had always the Preference to every thing 
elſe. But a Lord, when he found that the firſt Articles of 
the Treaty had the Preference, alluding, with reſpect to ſome 
who were of the oppoſite Side, to Jalius Cæſar's Saying in 
the Senate, Et vos etiam mei Filii? And are you alſo againſt 
me, my Sons? There had been Endeavours likewiſe uſed in 
the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, to poſſeſs them 
with Apprehenſions of the Danger of the Kirk, from twenty 
ſix Biſhops being in the Parliament of Great Britain, where 
the Kirk could have none to repreſent her, from the Exg/ifp 
facramental Teſt, and for the Oath of Abjuration, by which 
they muſt approve that Part of the Limitations, which ob- 
liged the Sovereign to be of the Church of England, &c. 
Notwithſtanding all which, it was criminal, by the Law of 
England, to ſay, the Prince and Parliament had no Power to 
alter the Succeſſion. Upon which they would have carried 

ON Fes things, 
ö 
See that of Lord Belhaven in CnAnpDTEA“S Hiſtory, Anno 5 Anne, 
1706, Page Is | 


Anno"; Anne, things in the Commiſſion' againſt an incorpora 
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ing the firſt Artiele of the Union, a certain Duke ſpoke'very 
boldly againſt puttiag it to the Vote, without gi ing the 


( xlvi ) 


but were prevented by the rüling Elders. Aud in order 60 


make the Kirk" cuſy;\ there! were ſome who promiſed/ that 


when the Artiele for an ineorporating Union paſſed; they 


mould have an irritant Clauſe to make the Union void; in 


cafe the Parliament of Great Brirair' ſhoti)d; in time to come, 


alter the preſent Government of the Kirk of Scotland. How 


ever, many of the Miniſters and zealous Preſpyteriand ex- 
preſſed their Diſpleaſure, that che Security of the Kirk had 
not the Preference. When the Vote us preſſed for appirov- 


Members Time to Ebtfider of it, which, he ſaid, was their 
Privilege: Upon this it was delayed till another Day.” 


Ong the 4th, the fir Article of the Union was again fend, 


and after ſome further Debate upon it, à Reſolve was offered, 
and given in to the Houſe by the Marquis of Annandale, a 
follows: n 1 30. 97826-9114 ©5318 oi MOTT 4 


Reſolve of te *'Whereas it evidently appears, ſince the printing, pub- 


Marquefs of Iiſhi 
Annandale. ' 


ng, and conſidering of the Articles of Treaty now, before 
this * this Nation ſeems beer. averſe to this Incor- 
porating Union, in the Terms now before us, as ſubyerſive 
of the Sovereignty, fundamental Conſtitution, and Claim of 
Right of this Kingdom, as now by Law eſtabliſhed. _. - 

© And ſeeing it is too evident, that, if any Union were 
2 greed to in theſe Terms by this Parliament, and accepted of 
in the Parliament of Exgland, it would in no ſort anſwer the 
peaceable and friendly Ends propoſed by an Union, baut 
would, on the contrary, create ſuch diſmal Diſtractions and 
Animoſities amongſt ourſelves, and ſuch Jealouſies and Mi- 
ſtakes betwixt us and our Neighbours, as would involve 
theſe Nations in fatal Breaches and Confuſions. 4 

Therefore reſolved, that we are willing to enter in 
ſuch an Union with our Neighbours of England, as ſhall unite 
us entirely, and after the moſt ſtrict Manner, as in their and 
our Intereſts or Succeſſions, Wars, Alliances and Trade, re- 


| ſerving to us the Sovereignty and Independency of the Crown 


and Monarchy, and the ancient Privileges and Immunities 
of the Kingdom, and the Conſtitution and Frame of the Go- 
vernment, both of Church and State, as they ſtand now, 
eſtabliſhed by our fundamental Conſtitution, by our Claim of 
Right, and by the Laws following thereupon. Or, , - 

Reſolved, That we will proceed to ſettle the ſame Suc- 
ceſſions with England, upon ſuch Conditions and Regulations 
of Government within ourſelves, as ſhall effectually ſecure 


the Sovereignty and Independency of this Crown and King- 


- D 


ol 
th 
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dom, and indiſſolvable Society of the fame; with the fonda - Anne g Ans, 
mental Rights and Conſtitutions of the Government, both 206. 
of our Church and State, as the ſame ſtands eſtabliſhed by | 
the Claim of Right, and other Laws and Statutes of the 
Kingdom.“ 5 15 18 lies,. 27 „ig; 7 a 125 7 47343 
| Which being read and debated,.che Vote was ſlated, ap 
52 of the 158 Je of, Lakin or not: But before the 
Vote, the Duke of Ahe gave the following Protellation., 
© I, Jahn Duke of 40}, proteſt for myſelf, and all others, Duke of Athol's 
who ſhall-adhere. to this: my Proteltation; that an incorporat- Proteſtation a- 


ing Union, of the Cromn of Schland with the Crown of Unn. 
England, and that both Nations ſhould-be repreſented by one 


and the ſame Parliament, as contained in the Articles of the 


Treaty of Union, is contrary to the Honour, Intereſt, Fun- 
damental Laws and Conſtitution of this Kingdom, the Birth- 
right of the Peers, the Rights and Privileges of the Barons 
and Boroughs, and Ad 130, Parl. 8 Ja. VI. by which it i: 
ordained, that none of the Lieges preſume or take upon 
them, to impugn the Dignity and Authority of the three 
Eſtates, of Parliament, or to ſeek or proeure the Innovation 
or Diminution of the Power and Authority of the ſaid three 
Eſtates, under the Pain of Treaſon; and is contrary to the 
Claim of Right, Property, and Liberty of the Subjects; and 
the third Act of her Majeſty's Parliament 1703, by which 
it is declared High- Treaſon in any of the Subjects of this 
Kingdom, to quarrel or impugn, or endeavour by writing. 
malicious and adviſed ſpeaking, or other open Act or Deed, 
to alter or innovate the Claim of Right, or any Article there- 
of: And therefore do defire, that this my Proteſtation be 
marked in the Records of Parliament. * 
The ſame Day, a Note was ſtated in theſe Terms, Ap - Firſt Article of 
prove of the firſt Article of the Union, in the Terms of the the Union ap- 
Motion mentioned in the preceding Day's Minutes, wiz. Fer 


That if the other Artigles of Union be not adjuſted by the 


Parliament, then the-agreeing to, and approving of the Firſt, 
ſhall be of no Effect; and that immediately after the ſaid firſt 


Article, the Parliament will proceed to an AQ for the Secu- 


rity of the Doctrine, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Government 


of the Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed within this Kingdom: 


And it was carried approve in the Terms of the above Motion. 

The AR for Security of the Church, which was under 
Confideration of the Parliament on the ꝙth, ran thus: 

Our Sovereign Lady and the Eſtates of Parliament conſi- Bi l for the Se- 
dering, that by the late Act of Parliament, for a Treaty curity ef the 


with England for an Union of both Kingdoms, it is provided, Scotch Churck. , 


that the Commiſſioners for that Treaty ſhould not treat of, 
| ar 


(Alviii) Bt 
Anno 5 Anng or concerning any Alteration of the Worſhip, | Diſcipline and 
1706, Government: of the Church of this Kingdom, as now; by 
3 Law eſtabliſned; which Treaty being now reported to the 
Parliament, and it being reaſonable: and neceſſary that the 
true Proteſtant Religion, as preſently profeſſed within this 
Kingdom, with the Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government of 
this Church, ſhoald'be effectually and unalterably ſecured: 
Therefore her Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent of the faid 
_ Eſtates of Parliament, doth hereby eſtabliſh and confirm the 
faid true Proteſtant Religion, and the Worſhip,” Diſcipline 
and Government of this Church, to continue without any 
Alteration to the People of this Land, in all ſucceeding Ge- 
nerztions ; and more eſpecially her Majeſty, with Advice and 
Conſent aforeſaid, ratifies, approves, and for ever confirms 
the 5th Act of the 1ſt Parl. K. V. and Q. M. entitled, An 
Act for ratifying and 5 the Confeſſion of Faith, and 
ſettling Preſbyterian Church. Government, with the hail 
other Acts of Parliament relating thereto, in proſecution of 
the Declaration of the Eſtates of this Kingdom, containing 
the Claim of Right, bearing date the 1 ith of April, 1689, 
And her Majeſty, with Advice and Confent aforeſaid, ex. 
preſly provides and declares, that the foreſaid true Proteſtant | 
Religion, contained in the above-mentioned Confeſſion ' of | 
Faith, with the Form and Purity of Worſhip preſently'in uſe 
within this Church, and its Preſbyterian Church-Govern- | 
ment and Diſcipline, that is to ſay, the Government of the | 
Church by Kirk-Seſſions, Preſbyteries, Provincial Synods, 
and General Aſſemblies, all eſtabliſhed by the foreſaid Acts | 
of Parliament, purſuant to the Claim of Right, ſhall remain | 
and continue unalterable ; and that the ſaid Prefbyterian Go- | 
vernment ſhall be the only Government of the Church within | 
the Kingdom of Scotland. | t 
And further, For the great Security of the foreſaid Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and of the Worſhip, Diſcipline and Go- | 
vernment of the Church as above ettabliſhed, her Majeſty, 
with Advice and Conſent foreſaid, ſtatutes and ordains, that, | 
in all time coming, no Profeſſors, Principals, Regents, Ma- | 
ſters, or others bearing Office in any Univerſity, College, | 
or School within this Kingdom, be capable, or be admitted | 
or allowed to continue in the Exerciſe of the ſaid Functions, | 
but ſuch as ſhall own and acknowledge the Civil Govern- 
ment, in manner preſcribed by the Acts. of Parliament. As | 
alſo, That before, or at their Admiſſions, they do, and ſhall | 
acknowledge and. profeſs, and ſhall ſubſcribe to the foreſaid 
Confeſſion of Faith, as the Confeſſion of their Faith, and that 1 
they will practiſe and conform themſelves to the Worſhip 
preſently in Uſe in this Church, and ſubmit themiglves 5 
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the Government and Diſcipline thereof, and never endeavour, Anno 5 Annz» 
directly or indireQly, the Prejudice or Subverſion of the ſame, 1706, 
and that before the reſpective Preſbyters of their Bounds, by 
whatſoever Gift, Preſentation or Proviſion, they may be there- 
to provided. | 5 
© And further, Her Majeſty, with Advice aforeſaid, ex- 
preſly declares and ſtatutes, that none of the Subjects of this 
Kingdom ſhall be liable to, but all and every one of them 
for ever free of any Oath, Teſt, or Subſcription within this 
Kingdom, contrary to, or inconſiſtent with, the foreſaid true 
Proteſtant” Religion, and Preſbyterian Church-Government, 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline as above eſtabliſhed, and that the ſame, 
within the Bounds of this Chureh and Kingdom, ſhall never 
be impoſed upon, or required of them in any fort. And 
laſtly, That after the Deceaſe of her preſent Majeſty (whom 
God long preſerve) the Sovereign ſucceeding to her in the 
Royal Government of this Kingdom, ſhall in all time coming, 
at his or her Acceſſion to the Crown, ſwear and ſubſcribe, 
that they ſhall maintain and preſerve the foreſaid Settlement 
of the true Proteſtant Religion, with the Government, Wor- 
ſhip, and Diſcip!ine of this Church as above eſtabliſhed, invio- 
lably And it is hereby ſtatuted and ordained, that this Act 
of Parliament, with the Eſtabliſhment therein contained, ſhall 
be held and obſerved, in all time coming, as a fundamental 
and eſſential Condition of any Treaty, or Union to be con- 
cluded betwixt the two Kingdoms, without any Alteration 
thereof, or Derogation thereto in any ſort for ever. As alſo, 
That this Act of Parliament, and Settlement therein contain- 
ed, ſhall be inſerted and repeated, in any Act of Parliament 
that ſhall paſs for agreeing and concluding the foreſaid Trea- 
ty, or Union betwixt the two Kingdoms, and that the ſame 
ſhall be therein expreſly declared, to be a fundamental and 
eſſential Condition of the ſaid Treaty or Union in all Time 
coming. %* | | 
On the 12th, the Parliament proceeded to the further Con parther Conſi- 
ſideration of the Act for Security of the Kirk, Sc. within deration of the 
that Kingdom: And the Fourth Clauſe thereof being again Ad for the Se- 
read, it was moved, that a Clauſe ſhoa'd be added in theſe crit of the 
Terms: And that they ſhall be capable of any Office, civil : 
or military, and to receive any Grant or Gift, and to have | 
Command, or Place of Truft, from, and under the Sovereign, 
withja any Part of Great Britain.” And after Debate thereon, 
it was put to the Vote, Add or Not; and it was carried Not, 
and the Clauſe, as it ſtood, agreed to. And then the third 
Clauſe of the Act was read; and being amended, was agreed 
to. Whereupon the whole Act was again read, as alſo the 
Repreſentation of the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly; 
1706. 8 and 


| ET... 

Anno g Annæ, and a Vote ſlated, Approve of the Act or not; bot befors 

1706. voting, the Lord Be/bawven gave in a Proteſtation in theſe 

3 Terms; That he did proteſt in his own, and in Name of 

Lord Peharen's all them that ſhould adhere to bim, that this Act was 50 

Froteſtation. valid Security to the Church, in eaſe of an incorporating 

Union; and that the Church could have no real and ſolid 

Security by any manner of Union, by which the Claim of 

Right is unhinged, our Parliament incorporated, and bur 

diltint Sovereignty and Independency entirely abaliſhed ;? 

Which being read, he took Inſtruments thereon, and adhered 

thereunto. | | | WH | 
Then the Vote was put, Approve or not, and it was carried 

Approve; and it was carried on the 14th, that the ſecond 

Article of the Union ſhould have the Preference, and be con- 

ſidered before. any of thoſe relating to Trade, Taxes, &c. 

But notice ſhould have been taken before, that when on the 1 2th 
And Motion far the Clauſe was offered by my Lord Belbawen, for exemptin 

exempting Scots Scols Men from the Sacramental Teſt through all the Domi- 

Men from the nions of Britain, thoſe who were againſt the Clauſe ſaid it 

Teſt Act, was a thing out of their Power, and not reaſonable to ſup- 

poſe that Emg/and would grant. To which it was replied by 

thole of the other Side, that the Deſign of an Union was 

Equality; but this was the greateſt Inequality imaginable ; 

for the Eng liſb were free to poſſeſs Places in Scotland without 

any ſuch Impoſition, but hey were excluded from Places in 

England without taxing the ſaid Teſt ; and that tho? the Engliys 

thought the Teſt a good Security for their Church, it was not 

reaſonable, that they, being a Part of the ſame United King- 

dom, and obliged to maintain the Preſbyterian-CGovernment 

there, ſhould therefore be excluded from the Prince's Favour 

in any Part of the United Kingdom. However, the Clauſe 

was thrown out by 39 Votes; and then the other Clauſes be- 

ing adjuſted, the Act for the Security of the Church paſſed 

by a great Majority, many of the Cavaliers not thinking 

8 themlelves concerned to vote in the Matter. The Duke of 

The Dukes of Hamilton, the Duke of Athol, Marquis of Annandale, Earls 

Hamilton and of Errol, Mariſchal, Wigton, and others, adhered to the 

. * Marquis Cord Belbaven's Proteſtation, that the Act was no ſufficient 

nnandale, : * 
Earls cf Errol, Security to the Church, 1 
Mariſchal,Wig- The Repreſentation of the Commiſſion of the General Aſ- 
ton, & c. adhere ſembly, reprefenting the Increaſe of Popery, Prophanity, 


to Lord Belha- 3 | . "Sg, iS. | 
via's Proteſt. Sc. and craving the ſame might be reſtrained, and that the 


* 


Repreſentation Succeſſion to the Crown might be eſtabliſhed in the Proteſtant 
of the general Line, was read, and remitted to the Committee for calculat- 

_ Aſſembly, ing the Equivalent, to do therein as they found juſt. 
Second Article Then the ſecond Article was again read, and it was moved, 
read, ttat the Parliament ſhould proceed to ſettle the Succeſſion 
MY : upon 


a 


That the E Ag Acts of 


2 That the, agreeing to the third Article of the Treaty, in re- Article. 


(90 
upon Regulations and Limitations, in the Terms of the Re- Anno 5, Anne 
folve mentioned in the inutes, the th Inſtant, and not in 1256. 
the Terms of the ſecond Article of the Union; Moved alſo 
18 


to addreſs her Majelty, and to lay before her the Condition 


of the NY and the Averſion in many Perſons to an in- 


corporating Union; and to acquaint her Majeſty of their 
Willingnels to ſettle the Succeſſion in e Proteſtant Line, 
upon Limitations ; and in order thereunto, that ſome Receſs 
be granted. -And after, ſome Debate on thoſe Mations, a 


Vote was propoſed, Approve, the ſecond. Article of Union - 
in the Terms of the preliminary Motion, or not; and after - =o 


ſome further Debate, there was a ſeeond State offered, Ad- 
dreſs or not. Then it was 75 to the Vote, Whether the 
firſt or, ee be the State of the Vote, and it carried 
the fir _ 8 5 pa of WEP bo fads : ; 
But it being moved, that fome further Reaſoning ſhould 
be allowed before the Vote, after ſome Debate it was agreed, 
Bae in the ſecond Article of 
Union be read, and that immediately after a Vote ſhould be 
Rated, proceed to call the Vote, or Delay. And accordingly 
the Cai Englih Adds of Parliament were read, and thereupon 
the Vote was Itated, Proceed to call the Vote for approving 
the ſecond Article; or Hei, and it_ was carried proceed. 
Then the Vote was put, A; prove the ſecond Article in the 
Terms of the preliminary, Motion, yea or no. „ 
But before voting, the Earl Mariſchal gave in the follow- E. Mariſchal 


ing Proteſt; whereby he did. proteſt for himſelf, and all thoſe 8 2 = 


who ſhould adhere to t is Proteſtation, That no Perſon can cle of the Union, | 

be deſigned a Succeſſor to the Crown of this Realm, after 
the Deceaſe of her Majeſty (whom God long preſerve) and 
failing Heirs of her Body, who, is Succeſſor to the Crown 
of England, unleſs that ia, this preſent Seſſion of Parliament, 
or any other Seſſion of HY or any enſuing Parliament, dur- 
ing her Majeſty's Reign, there be ſuch Conditions of Govern- 
ment ſettled and enacted, as may ſecure the Honour and 
Sovereignty of this Crown and Lingdom, the Freedom, Fre- 
quepcy and Power of Parliament, the Religion, Liberty and 
Trade of the Nation, from Exglihb or any ſoreign Influence; 
which being read, he taok * thereon. ? ; 
And it was agreed, that the Liſt of the Members ſhall be rend Article 
printed as they vote, Approve or not, and they who adhere 
to the Proteſt ſhould. be marked. Then the Vote was put, 
Approve or not, and it was carried approve. 1 
third Article being read on the 18th, it was moved, | uc che Ried 


carried. 


lation to the Parliament af Great Britain, ſhonld not be bind- 
ing, nor have any Effect, unleſs Terms and Conditions of an 
he ns Se | Unioa 
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Anno 5 Anne Union of the two Kingdoms, and particularly the Conflite- | 


1706. tion of the ſaid Parliament, be finally adjuſted and congluded, 
and an AA paſs thereupon in the Parliament, and that the 
| faid Terms and Conditions be alſo agreed to, and tatified by 
an Act of the Parliament of England, the Conſtitution of the 
Parliament of Great,ritain being left entire, until the Parlia- 
ment come upon the twenty-ſecond Article, It was moved 
alfo to proceed to the Confideration of the fourth, and other 
Articles of Union, before the third; and after reaſoning it 
was put to the Vote, Proceed to the Conſideration of the 
third Artiele in the Terms of the faid Motion, or proceed 

to the fourth Article, and carried, Proceed to the third. 
Accordingly the Parliament proceeded to the Conſideration 
of the third Article, and after long Debate upon it, a Vote 
was ſtated, Approve of the third Article in the Terms of the 

ſaid Motion or not. | „ 
Marquis of An- But before voting, the Marquis of Aznandale gave a Pro- 
nandale's Pro- teſt, and craved that the Narrative of the Reſolve, inſerted in 
teſt, the Minutes of the 4th Inſtant, might be prefixed thereunto; 
which Narrative aud Proteſt is as follows, vg. Whereas it 
evidently appears, ſince the printing and conſidering the Ar- 
ticles of Treaty now before this Houſe, this Nation ſeems 
generally averſe to this incorporating Union, in the Terms 
now before us, as ſubverſive of the Sovereignty, fundamental 
| Conſtitution, and Claim of Right of this ingdom, and as 
_ threatening Ruin of this Church as by Law eſtabliſhed :' And 
ſince it is plain, that if an Union were agreed to in theſe 
Terms by the Parliament and accepted of by the Parliament 
of England, it would in no fort anſwer the' peaceable and 
friendly Ends propoſed by an Union, but would, on the 
contrary, create ſuch diſmal DiſtraQions and Animoſities a- 
mongſt ourſelves, and ſuch Jealouſies and Miſtakes betwixt 
us and our Neighbours, as would involve theſe Nations in fa- 
tal Breaches and Confuſions. x 
Therefore I do proteſt for myſelf, and in Name of thoſe 

who ſhall adhere to this my Proteltation, that an incor 

rating Union of the Crown and Kingdom of Scotland, with 
the Goon and Kingdom of Exgl/and, and that both Na- 
tions be repreſented by one and the ſame Parliament, 
as contained in the Articles of the Treaty of Union, and 
contrary to the Honour, Intereſt, fundamental Laws and 


Conſtitutions of this Kingdom, is a giving up the Sovereign- 


ty, the Birthright of the Peers, the Rights and Privileges of 
c | the Barons and Burghs; and is contrary to the Claim of 
Right, Property, and Liberty of the Subjects, and 3d AQ 
of her Majeſty's Parliament in 1703. By which it is declared 
High Treaſon in any of the SubjeRs of this Kingdom, to 
quarrel, or endeavour by writing, malicious and adviſed 


ſpeaking 


4.4 woos = — wa, 


| | ( liti' 
ſpeaking, or other open Act or Deed, to alter or innovate Anno $5 Annes 
take Claim of Right or any Article thereof: And do proteſt, 1706. 
that this ſhall not prejudice- the Being of future Scorch Par- A 
liaments, and Conventions within the Kingdom of \Scor/and, 
in no Time coming.” * CE | ; 
Then the Vote was put, Approve of the IIId Article in Third Article 
the Terms of the Motion, and carried, Approve by 30. approved. 
It was late before the: Houſe roſe, and the Mob was rude to The Lord High 
the Lord High Commiſſioner ; for, in his Return, though Commiſſioner 
the Horſe-Guards were round his Grace's Coach, and ſome inſulted by the 
of the Foot-Grenadiers betwixt the Coach and Horſe-Guards, Mob. | 
the Mob threw Stones from ſeveral Corners, ſome of which 
fell into his Coach, and the Mob preſſed ſo hard upon the 
Coaches, that they were forced to-drive full ſpeed down the 
Streets; and one of his Grace's Pages falling behind, was v 
in treated by the Populace Upon which, on the 19th, the Complaint made 
Lord Chancellor acquainted the Parliament, that the Lord as, 44 
High Commiſſioner was inſuled the Night before, by a Num- * 
ber of mean People with Stones. The Parliament remitted 
it to the Committee for examining the Equivalent, to indem - 
nify and give Reward for Diſcovery, to ſeize and impriſon any 
whom they ſuſpected, and to report their Information, and 
their Opinion what Meaſures might be proper for preventing 
the like. The Parliament did like recommend to the 
Lord High Conſtable, to proſecute thoſe impriſoned for a for- 
mer Tumult, and that the Magiſtrates of Zdinbargh furniſh 
what Proof againſt them they could. On the 19th it was Duke of AthoYs 
moved, that the Parliament proceed to the IVth Article of Motion that the 
the Union: Then the Duke of 4tho/ moved, that before they Farlament | 
proceed to the ſaid Article, a Clauſe be added to the IIId one in free 
Article, That the ſaid Parliament of Great-Brizain ſhould Years in Scot- 
meet and fit once in three Years'at leaſt, in that Part of land. 
Great Britain, now called Scotland: And after Debate, the 
Conſideration of it was delayed till the Parliament ſhould come 
to the XXIId Article, Then the IVth Article of the Union 
was read ; upon which the Duke of Hamilton made a Mo- 
tion, that all the Regulations and Reſtrictions of the Exglißꝭ 
Trade, the Privileges of their Companies, c. ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe ; upon which the Debate was by Conſent 
adjourned till next Sederunt. 
The I'Vth Article of Union was again read : Whereupon 
it was moved, to take the ſeveral Branches of Trade to be 
communicated, into Conſideration, that it might thereby ap- 
pear how far the Communication of Trade would be advan- 
tageous to them: and after reaſoning thereupon, the Vote Fa”. 
was ftarted, Approve of the IVth Article, reſerving the Con- IVth Article 
fideration of the ſeveral Branches of Trade, till the Parlia- approved af. 
ment concert the ſubſequent Articles, Yea or Not: And it 
| | | was 
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Anno 5 Annz, was agreed. that the Members ſhall be marked, as they ſhali 
1706: vote, Approve or not; and that the Liſt of their Names, ae 
ey ſhall vote pro and cor, be recorded and printed. Then the 
Vote was put, Approve or not; and it was carried Approve, 

The Vth Ar- Then the Vth Article of the Union was read, whereupon 
ticle read. a Propoſal was given for explaining. and enlarging the ſame, 
in theſe Terms; That all Ships, or Veſſels belonging to 

her M:yjelty's Subjects of Scotland, at the Time of ratifying 

the Treaty of Union of the two Kingdoms in the Parliament 

of Scot/and, though foreign built, ſhall be deemed and paſs 

as Ships of the building of Great Britain: 'The Owner, or 

where there are more Owners, one or more of the Owners, 

withia twelve Months after the Union, making Oath, that, at 

the Time of ratifying the Treaty of Union in the Parliament 

of Scotland, the fame did in Whole or in Part belong to him 

or them, or to ſome other Subjed or Subjects of Scotland to 

be particularly named, with the, Place of their reſpective 

Abode ; and that the ſame. doth. then, at the time of the ſaid 

Depoſition, wholly belong to him or them: And that no 

Foreigner, directly or indirectly, hath any Share, Part or 

% !! ]ĩ?«⁊˙—i³ 

An Amend. Which being, read, it was moved, that fix Months more 
ment offer d. Time ſhauld be added to the Time allowed, by the Propo- 
ſal, for purchaſing Ships or Veſſels. And after ſome rea- 

ſonipg upon it. the futther Conſideration thereof was dela). 

ed till next fitting, which was on the 23d, when the Vth Ar- 

ticle of Upion was again read, with the Propoſal for amend- 
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A Great Britain: The Owner, or where there are more Qwn- 


— , ĩ | 
| tify ing the Treaty of the Union of the two Kingdoms, in the Anno ©. Anne 

| parlipege of both Kingdoms, ſhall, Fc.“ = after * * : 
Debate, the Vote was Rated, Approve of the firſt Paragraph \/ VS 
| of the Veh Article, with the firſt Amendment or fecond; 
and it was carried, Approve, with the firſt Amendment. 

| Thereafter, the Remainder of the ſaid Vth Article of U- 

. nion was read, and a Propoſal given by his Grace the Duke 
| 


of Hamilion, for adding a Clauſe in theſe Terms, That for A Clauſe offered 
the Space of ſeven Years, from and after the concluding the by the Duke of 
| Treaty of Union in both Kingdoms, it is expreſly agreed, Hamilton. 
| that none of the Seamen or Mariners, on board any of the 
Ships belonging to the Subjects of that Part of united Britain 
now called Scotland, ſhall either at Home or Abroad be preſ- 
ſed from on board their ſaid Ships, to ſerve in any ot her 
Majeſty's Ships of War, or Frig:.tes: And in caſe, after the g 
ſaid ſeven Vears, it ſhall happen that there be a Levy of Sea- 
men in united Britain, that Part now called Scotland ſhall only 
be byrcened with ſuch a Proportion as our Taxes bear, in 
proportion to that Part of united Britain now called England. 
but without Prejudice to the Officers of her Majeſty's Ships 
or Fleet, to engage as many volunteer Seamen in their Ser- 
vice as they can agree with, in this Part of united Britain; 
and this Article to be unalterable by any ſubſequent Br:ti/þ 
Parliament.“ Which being read, after ſome reaſoning there- 
upon, it was put to the Vote, Add the ſecond Clauſe, or not ; 
and it was carried Not. Thereaſter the Remainder of the ſaid 
Vth Article being again read, the Vote was put, Approve Vth Article 
thereof, or not; and it was carried Approve. Then the Paſſed. 
Lord Chancellor, by Order of her Majeſty's High Commiſ- 
ſioner, adjourned the Parliament till Txe/#ay next at ten 
Clock, 3 
On the 26th, the VIth Article of Union was read ; and 
after reaſoning thereon, it was moved, That there ſhould yith Article 
be a Scheme laid before the Parliament, of the whole Branch read. 
es of their Trade, as to Export and Import: And afcer ſome 
further Debate, a Propoſal was given in, viz. * That the 
Article ſhould be agreed to, except in ſo far as it ſhould bs 
rectified by the Parliament, in the Conſideration of the ſub- 
ſequent Articles.” As alſo another Propoſal was given in, 
© That ſceing by. the Laws of England there were Rewards 
given upon Exportation of ſeveral kinds of Grain, where- 
in Oats was not ſpecified, that after the Union when Oats 
ſhould be at 15 5. per Quarter, or under, there ſhould be 
paid 25. 6d. for every Quarter»of Oat-Mcal, exported in the 
Terms of the Laws, whereby the Terms were granted for 
Exportation of the Grains; and in reſpect there was a Duty 
upon Oats imported into Ezg/and, but no Duties _ on 
„ Cty 
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Debates there- 


en, 


Duke of Ha- 
milton, 
Marqueſs of 
Annandale. 


Several Clauſes 
offered. 


(lui) 


3 5 Anne, Meal, che importing of which was a Prejudice and Diſcou- 


ragement to. Tillage : Therefore, that from and after the 
Union, the Quarter of Oat-Meal ſhould be deemed equal to 
three Quarters of Oats, and pay Duty accordingly when im- 
ported to Scotland from any Place whatſoever from beyond 
the Sea.” Which being all read, after reaſoning, it was 
moved, That the Ob'ervations, in relation to the Balance 
of Trade, ſhould be laid before the Parliament, as made by 
the Council of Trade.“ And after Debate thereen, the fur- 


ther Conſideration was delayed till the next Sitting ; and it 


was ordered, That the Obſervations made by the Council 
of Trade, be laid before the Parliament“ ne 

During the Debate on the VIth Article, which brings 
them under the ſame Cuſtoms with Exy/and, it was argued 
by ſome Members, That it was hard to enter upon ſuch a 
genera], until they underſtood the ſeveral Branches of their 
Trade, and how they agreed with the Impoſitions of Eng- 
land. This Point was argued by the Duke of Hamilton, 
Marqueſs of 4rnandale, Ke. The Marqueſs argued, * That 
in the Treaty of 1602, they were allowed to be under their 
own Regulations, and to have a Book of Rates for them- 
ſelves;* upon which many of the Members thought it hard 
they ſhould not be allowed the ſame now. And it bei 
alſo urged, * That the Committee of Parliament, appoin 
for a Council of Trade laſt Seſſion, had prepared an Account 
of the ſeveral Branches of their Trade, and where the Bal- 
lance lay ;* it was ordered, that this Report ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe. ? 

On the 27th, the VIth Article of Union was again read, 
and a Propofal given in for adding the Word ¶ Draw-backs ) 
to both Clauſes of the ſaid Article: Which was agreed to. 

And the ſaid Article alſo amended was again read, as alſo 
the Propoſal mentioned in the laſ: Minutes, in relation to 
Oats and Oat-Meal ; with the Addition of a further Clauſe, 
in theſe Terms, And that the Beer of Scotland ſhould have 
the like Rewards and Draw-backs as Barley.“ And it was 
likewiſe moved, That another Clauſe ſhould be added, al - 
lowing the like Draw-back on the Exportation of Oat- Meal, 
as is allowed on the Exportation of Rye in England. And 
after Debate, it was agreed, That the VIth Article, with the 
Propoſals for Amendments, ſhould be remitted to a Com- 
mittee.” : 

Then was a Clauſe offered to be added to the ſaid VIth 
Article, thus; © But Scotland, for the Space of 
Years after the firſt Day of May next, ſhall be free from, and 
no ways ſubje& to the Prohibitions and Reſtrictions made as» 
gainſt exporting of Wool Skins with Wool upon Gan, hy 
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Woollen-Varn, wh ich by the Oaths of the Seller and Buyer Anno 5 Annz, 
ſhall be made appear to be the proper Growth and Product 706. 
of Scotland, and ſpun within the ſame, which ſhall no ways & 
be comprehended under any of the Laws alteady made in 
England, or to be made during the Space aforeſaid.” - | 
As alſo a Clauſe thus; Excepting and reſerving the 
Duties upon Export and Import of ſuch particular Commo- 
dities, from which the Subjects of either Kingdom are ſpe - 
cially exempted by their private Rights, which, after the 
Union, are to remain ſafe and entire to them in all reſpects.“ 
And another Clauſe chus, * That after the Union all ſorts 
of Scots Linnen, or any kind of Cloth made of Flax or Hemp, 
be exported out of the united Kingdom, free of all Cuſtoms 
or other Impoſitions whatſoever.? | | 
And another thus, That before the Union we may now 
have ſuch a Draw-back adjuſted, as may enable us to export 
Beef, Pork and Butter, to the // Indies, and other F oreign 
Parts, which will be one conſiderable Branch of cur Trade 
after the Union.” | i274 
And another Clauſe thus, That from and after the U- 
nion, all Duties or Bounty Tolls, or other ExaQtions upon 
black Cattle, or any other Product of Scotland, when carried 
into England, or Product of England, when carried into Scor- 
land, payable either to the public or private Perſons, ſhall 
in all time coming be void and null.“ | 
And another Clauſe in theſe Terms, That from ard af- 
ter the Union, the Kingdom of Scotland ſhall have Liberty 
for ever to manufaQure Plaiden, Fingram, Gaileway, 
Whites, Serges, Stockings, and all forts of Linnen, as they 
have been in uſe to do, conform to the Regulations, con- 
tained in their own Laws, and to export the ſame to England, 
or the Dominions and Plantations thereunto belonging, or to 
any other Place beyond Seas, free of any Duty or Impoß tion 
whatſoever ; but in caſe any of the Subjects of that Part of uni- 
ted Britain, now called Scotland, ſhall export avy other fort 
of Woollen Manufacture than what is above mentioned, they 
are to be liable to the Regulations and Taxes of England, 
impoſed before the Union, or to be impoſed by the Britiſb 
Parliament after the Union;“ all which were remitted to the FO 
Committee fot examining the Calculation of the Equivalent. ATED 
Then the VIIth Article of Union was read, and being de- mittee for the 
bated on the 28th, a Propofal was made for an Explanation Equivalent. 
or Addition thus, That the 34 Gallons Eng/i Barrel of The VIIth Ar- 
Beer or Ale, amounting to 12 Gallons Scots, preſent Mea- ticle read. 
{ure fold in Scotland by the Brewer at gs. 6d. ſterl. exclud- 
ing all Daties, and retailed including Duties; and the Re- 
ailers Profit at 24. per Sco?s Pint, or eighth Part of the Scots 
h Barre!, 
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Anno 5 Anne, Barrel, be not, after the Union, liable, on account of the 
1706, preſent Exciſes upon exciſeable Liquors in England, to any 
V higber Impoſition than two Shillings ſterling upon the 34 
; Gatlons Engli/s Barrels, being 12 Gallons the preſent Scots 
Meaſure.“ | | TOO | N 9 
And another Clauſe being likewiſe offered thus, And it 
is hereby ſpecially provided, that · the two penny Ale and Beer 
of Scotland, ſhall be only charged with the ſame Exciſe as the 
Small- beer in England. * | | a AR: 
And in part After ſome Debate, the Vote was ſtated, Approve of 
carried. the VIIth Article, as to the Exciſe of Ale and Beer, with 
the Explanation as contained in the firſt or laſt Clauſe above- 
mentioned. And carried for the ſirſt. £1 
On the 29th it was moved, That the Obſervations made 
by the Council of Trade, in relation to the Export and Im- 
port of this Nation and Balance of our Trade, ſhould be laid 
before the Committee, to whom the fixth Article of the 
Union was remitted, and the ſame was accordingly ordered, 
As alſo the Clerks of the ſaid Council of Trade, were or- 
dered to tranſmit to the ſaid Committee, all Obſervations, 
Papers and Records relating thereunto. | 
ea Then the Lord Chancellor acquainted the Parliament, 
Ek com. that the Secret Council, at their laſt Meeting, had under their 
plained of by the Conſideration, ſeveral Accounts of irregular and tumultuary 
Lord Chancel- Meetings, by ſome People of the common and meaneſt De- 
lor. gree, in Arms; and of Abuſes committed by them at Glaf- 
cow, Kirkubright and Dumfreis, and ſeveral Places of La. 
_ narkſhire ; and that there were Papers dropt, inviting Peo- 
ple to take up Arms, and to provide Ammunition and Pro- 
viſions, in order to their marching to diſturb the Parliament. 
All which he was directed by the Secret Council to lay before 
the Parliament, to the Effect, proper Methods might be re- 
ſolved upon, for preventing the evil Conſequences of ſuch 
Practices: After which he preſented a Letter from the Ma- 
giſtrates of Dumfreis to her Majeſty's Advocate, bearing an 
Account of the Abuſes and tumultuary Meetings in that 
Place, with a Declaration emitted by thoſe who met, which 
was affixed on the Market-Croſs of Dumfreis, and both were 
read. | | 
Whereupon a Draught of a Proclamation, to be emitted 
by the Parliament againſt all tumultuary and irregular Meet- 
ings, and Convocation of the Lieges, was preſented and read. 
And after ſome Diſcourſe thereupon, it being objected, that 
it did not appear that there was a particular Information of 
any tumultuary Meetings, or irregular Convocations in any 
other Part of the Shire of Lanark, than at G/aſcow : Her Ma- 
jeſty's High Commiſſioner thereupon was pleaſed to notify 
to 


3 (lix) | 
to them, that he had Information not only from Glaſcoau and Anno 5 Anne, 
Dumfries, but alſo from ſeveral Places in. Lanarkfbire, of tu- 9 
multuary and irregular Meetings of Men under Arms, and . 
of their giving out and publiſhing their Deſign of marching 
to diſturb the Parliament. | 

The Proclamation being approved of, the Draught of an Froclamatio 1 
AQ ſuſpending the Effect of that Clauſe in the Act of Secu. en 
rity, for zrming and exerciſing the fenſible Men, paſt in the 
Second Seſſion of this Parliament; and that during this Sef. 
ſion of Parliament alenarly, was read and paſt on the zoth, 
and the ſame, ard the Proclamation mentioned before, were 
ordered to be forthwith publiſhed and printed. | | F 
Then the VIIth Article of Union was again read, and af df 4 Article 
ter ſome reaſoning, upon that Part thereof, not formerly ap- 5 al 
proved, it was put to the Vote, Approve of the reſt of the 
VIith Article, or not, and carried Approve. | 
A Print was then given in, entitled, Au Account of the The Account of 
burning of the Articles of Union at Dumfries, bearing the De- the burning the 
claration read and affixed at the Market croſs thereof, by the 335 
Tumult aſſembled on that Occaſion: And it being moved, fries complain- 
that Enquiry be made, who had been the Printer and In- gi- ed blk. 
ver of the ſaid ſcurrilous Paper, and that the Print be burnt 
by the Hands of the Hangman: It was remitted to the Com- 
mittee, to whom the VIth Article of Union was remitted, to 
call for the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, and to take Trial and 0, to be 
make Enquiry anent the Printer and In-giver of the ſaid burnt by the 
Paper. They ordered alſo, that the ſaid ſcurrilous Print common Hang- 
ſhould. be burnt by the common Hangman. miaan. 
The XVth Article being read, on the 7th of December he Xyth Ar- 
the Report was brought in from the Committee for examin- ticle read. 
ing the Calculation of ue Equivalent, being as follows: 
The Committee of ./arJiament, to whom the conſidering Report from the 
of the Calculation of the Equivalent was remitted, having Committee of 
conſidered the Report made to them by Dr. James Gregory, the Equivalent, 
Profeſſor of the Mathematics in the College of Edinburgh, 
and the Report made by Dr. Thomas Bower, Profeſſor of 
the Mathematics in the College of Aberdeen. of their ſeve- | ' 
ral and reſpective Examinations of the Calculations, and | 
Grounds thereof; whereupon the Commiſſioners, in treating 
the Article for eſtabliſhing the Equivalent mentioned in the 
Article, ſay it js juſt, and the Calculation is exact, and well 
founded in the Terms, and ja Manner expreſſed in the ſaid - 
Article, Whereupon it was, propoſed to delay the Conſide A_ pro- 
ration of the ſaid X Vth Article, until Reports be brought in, Pe * 
3 yt Res h 2 8 | In 
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Anno 5 Annz gl: relation to the VIth and VIIIth Articles from the Com- 
1706. mittee, to whom the ſaid Articles were remitted?? un 
And after Debate upon it, it was agreed, that the Proceed. 
ing on the X Vth ſhall! not be underſtood to be any Determi. 
nation of the VIth or VIIIth Articles that ſtood committed; 
but that the Reaſoning and Voting on the VIth or VIIth 
Articles, ſhall be entire. PE OW Non 
Then a State of a Vote was offered in theſe Terms, Ap- 
prove of the firſt Paragraph of the X Vth Article, or not. 
But it being moved, that the Parliament firſt conſider, 
whether they ſhould be concerned in the Payment of the 
E ngliſþ Debts. A ſecond State was thereupon offered, whe- 
ther they ſhould engage in the Payment of the Debts of 
England; yea or no, | 
And after ſome Reaſoning on it, it was put to the Vote 
which of the two ſhould be the State of the Vote, firſt or 
ſecond. EE | 3 | T7 
Lord Belhaven's And the Lord Belbaven gave in a Proteft as follows: I 
Proteſt againſt do proteſt in my own Name, and in the Name of all thoſe 
mes ene who do adhere to this my Proteſt, that the voting and agree- 
Da sun ivg to the firit Clauſe of the XVth Article of the Treaty of 
Union, does no ways infer any manner of Conſent or Agree- 
ment, that Scer/and ſhould be liable to the Eny/i Debts in 
general; but that it may be lawful to object againſt any 
Branch of the ſaid Debt not already determined, and he too 
Inſtruments upon it, and adhered thereunto.” 5 
Then the Vote was put firſt or ſecond, and it was carried 
firſt, Thereafter it was put to the Vote, Approve of the 
firſt Clauſe or Paragraph of the X Vth Article or not, and car- 
ried Approve. | 
'VIth Article The VIth Article admitted of many Debates, but was at 
pailed, laſt, on the 16th, paſſed with ſeveral Additions, Enlarge- 
ments and Explanations; but before, wiz. on the 12th, the 
Parliament ordered, that a ſcurrilous Print, entitled, Queries 
to the Preſbyterian Noblemen, Barons, Burgeſſes, Miniſters 
ard Commoners in Scotland, who are for the Scheme of an 
incorporating Union with England, according to the Articles 
agreed upon by the Commiſſioners of both Nations, be 
burned by the Hands of the common Hangman at the Mar- 
ket Croſs of Edinburgh To-morrow, between eleven and 
twelve of the Clock, and the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh ap- 
pointed to fee the ſame punctually done. And remitted to 
the Committee of Parliament, to whom the VIth and VIIth 
Articles of Union were remitted, to make Enquiry after the 
Printer, Author, and In-giver of the faid ſcurrilous Paper. 
Ard on the 16th a ſcurrilous Print, aſſerting the Depen- 
dency of the Crown and Kingdom of Scotiand upon that of 
: England, 


| (hei) 
England. was brought in, and ſeveral Paragraphs thereof being Auno 5 Anne, 
read, Ordered that the ſame be burnt by the Hands of the 7796» 
common Hangman, at the Market Croſs of Edinburgh next | 
Morning. The VIIIth Article of the Union took up the . 
Parliament's Time from the 17th to the 26th, when it was ——— of 
approved with the ſeveral Alterations, Additions and En- Scotland upon 
largements made unto it; they went thro' the XVth Article England, burnt 
on the zoth, and paſſed it. 5 by the Hang · 
The XVIth and XVIIth Articles were approved of on the e * 
zoth: Then the XVIII th Article was read, and a Motion yy amt. 
was made for making an additional Clauſe to it, in theſe paſſed, 
Words; And that in making any ſuch Laws, ſpecial Re- xvith, 
gard be had to Overtures to be preſented to that Parliament XVIIch, and 
by the Lords of Seſſions of Scotland.” And after farther XVIHth Arti- 
Reaſoning, an Overture was given in for adding another cles paſſed, 
Clauſe in theſe Terms; That all Scotchmen be exempted 
from the Engliſb Sacramental Teſt, not only in Scotland, but 
in all Places of the United Kingdom and Dominions there- 
unto belonging; and that they be declared capable of Offices 
throughout the whole, without being obliged to take the ſaid 
Teſt.” Andafter Debate, it being moved, * That it was not 
now entire to add the ſaid Clauſe in relation to the Sacramen- 
tal Teſt, in reſpect of the Vote of Parliament of the 12th 
of Nevember laſt, againſt adding the like Clauſe: Aſter 
ſome further Diſcourſe thereon, it was agreed, That the 
ſame ſhould be put to the Vote, and that the Members Votes 
be marked, and the Lift of their Names, as they ſhould 
vote, be printed and recorded, as uſual,” 
Then the Vote was put, whether ic was entire to add the 
Clauſe, or not? And it carried, not: And fo it was approved 
of. | | 
The Scotch Parliament, on the zd of January, paſſed an 
Act for adjourning the Seſſion or Term one Month longer; 
and then proceed on the XIXth Article, to the firſt Clauſe 
whereof they agreed with a Stipulation, that the Lords of 
the Seſſion ſhould, for the future, be taken from among the 
Advocates and. Writers to the Signet (which was carried by 
thirteen Votes only) and none to be deemed capable, that 
had not practiſed the Law at leaſt five Years for the former. 
The next Day, a Motion was made for an additional 
Clauſe, in relation to the Qualification of Writers, wiz. 
© With this Proviſion, that no Writer to the Signet be capa- 
ble to be admitted Lord of the Seſſion, unleſs he undergo a 
private and public Trial in the Civil Law before the Faculty 
of Advocates, and be found by them qualified for the above- 
ſaid Office, two Years before they ſhall be named to be a 
Lord of the Seſſion. Aſter Reaſoning, the Vote was 9 F 
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Anno 5 Annz, add or not : But before yoting, it was moved, that the Qua- 
1706. lifications made, or to be made for capacitating Perſons to be 
named ordinary Lords of the Seſſions, . ſhall be alterable by 
the Parliament of Greaz Britain; and after Debate, it was 
put to the Vote, and carried alterable, by 60.” Then the 
Vote was put, to add the Clauſe about the Qualification of 
The XIXth Writers, and it was carried, add. The other Clauſes of the 
Article apprcY'd XIXth Article being read, and debated, the whole, as a- 

mended, was approved, NE a 
The 4th was ſpent in private Aﬀiirs; for which, the 
Lord Chancellor, by Order of the High Commiſſioner, ac- 
quainted the Houſe, that two other Days ſliould be appoint- 

ed in this Seſſion. = 

The XXth and On the 6th, the XXth Article, with the Addition of the 
XXIf Article Word Superiorities, and the 21ſt, without any Amendment, 
e el were approved; and the next Day the XX IId Article was read; 
The XXIId and afterwards, the firſt Paragraph in relation to the Num- 
Article debated. ber of Repreſentatives for Scatland in the Parliament of 
Great-Britain, was read over again. Aſter a long Debate 
a Vote was ſtated, Approve of the firſt Paragraph of the 
ſaid Article or not; but before voting it was agreed, that 
Protets thereon the Names of the Members as they voted ſhould be printed 
by Lockhart of nd recorded; and George Lockhart of Carnwarth, Duke of 
Carnwarth, the 4:ho!, Earl of Buchan, Earl of Errol, Karl Mariſchal, and 
D. of Athol, Valter Steavart, for the Town of Linlithgow, gave in fix 
F. of Buchan, ſeveral Proteſts, and took Inſtruments thereof ſeparately, 
. Then the Vote was put, Approve of the firſt Paragraph of 
and tewart of the XX11d Article, or not, and it was carried, Approve, by 
Linlitbgow. forty. The ſecond Paragraph of the ſaid Article, about the 
calling the Reprefentatives from Scotland to the Parliament 
of Ercat-Britain, beginning thus, (And that When her 
© Majelty, Sc.) and ending thus, {© That the Names of 
© the Perſons fo ſummoned, and elected, ſhall be returned 
© by the Privy-Council of Scotlaud, into the Court from 
© whence the ſaid Writ did iflue,) was again read;* and after 
ſome Debate, an Amendment was offered to be added, after 
theſe Words, (according to the Agreement in this Treaty) 
Dix. © In ſuch manner, as by a ſubſequent Parliament AR, 
of this preſent Seſſion of the Parliament of Scotland, ſhall 
£ be ſettled, which is hereby declared to be alſo voted, as a 
© Part of, and engroſſed in this Treaty; and after further 
reaſoning, it was moved, that the way and. manner of 
choofing the Repreſentatives for Scotland, to the Parliament 
of Great Britain, ſhould be determined; and that a Clauſe 
to that Purpoſe be engroſſed in this Article: After Debate 
the Vote was ſtated, Approve of the ſecond Paragraph of 
the 22d Article, as amended by the above additional Clauſe, 
CER yea 


( xiii ) * 
yea or not; whereupon it being moved, o delay the faid Anno. Annar, 
Vote till next fitting of Parliament, a previous Vote was 1706. 
ſtated, Proceed, or. delay; and it was carried, Proceed. 
Then it was put to the Vote, Approve of. the ſaid ad Para- 
graph of the XXIId Article with the Amendment in the ad- 
ditional Clauſe above inſerted, or not. The Clauſe with the 
Amendments being again read, the Earl of Abercorn gave Proteſt by the 
in a Proteſt, and took Inſtruments thereupon. At laſt, the Earl of Aber- 
Vote was put, Approve, or not, and jt was carried, Approve. corn. 

On the 8th it was moved, that the four Proteſts given, in Motion againſt 
the. former fitting by the Duke of Athol. Earl of Buchan, che Proteſts 
George Lockhart of Carnwath, and Walter Stewart, ough OI 
not to be inſerted in the Minutes, nor printed; and after And Mo 
ſome reaſoning the Earl of Marchmont gave in a Proteſta- —— 
tion againſt the ſaid four Proteſts, took Inſtruments there Proteſts to the 
upon, and the Lord Chancellor, the Marqueſs of Montroſe, E. of March- 
Preſident of the Council, the Duke of Argy/e, the Mar wont, XC. 
queſſes of Taweedale. and Lothian, and moſt of the well. 
affected to the Union, adhered thereto. The next Day the 
Lord Balmerino gave in a Proteſtation againſt that of the Which again is 
Earl of Marchmont, took Inſtruments thereupon, and the Proteſted againſt 
Duke of Hamilton and his Party adhered to the ſame, by Lord Balme- 
After ſome further Debate it was agreed, that none of the Ps Hu 
ſaid Proteſts ſhould be inſerted at length, in the Minutes, or Com- promiſe 
printed; but that they ſhould be all inſerted in the Records thereon, 
af Lonnie oY | fag” bbs Bo 50% 2208 

Then the 3d Paragraph of the XXIId Article, beginning, The 3d Clauſe 
viz. * And that if = Majeſty, on, or before the frſ Ds = COS 
of May next, c. and ending thus, vi. And that the Par- proved. wy 
liament may continue for ſuch Time only, as the preſent 
Parliament of Exg/and might have continued, if the Union 
of the two Kingdoms had not been made, unleſs ſooner diſ- 
ſolved by her Majeſty, was read: And after Reaſoning there» 
on, it was moved, to add the following Clauſe, wiz. * And 
that the ſaid Parliament of Great Britain ſhall meet, and fit, 
once in three Vears, at leaſt, in that Part of Great Britain 
now called Scotland. After further. Debate, there were two 
States of, the Vote offered, the firſt, © Approve of the third 
Paragraph of the XXIId Article or not; and the ſecond, 

Add the above Clauſe or not; and the Vote being put, firſt 
or ſecond, it was carried firſt : Afterwards the Vote was put, 
Approve of the 3d Paragraph of the ſaid Article, or not, 
and it was carried, Approve. Then the reſt of the ſaid Arti- 
cle was read, and after ſome Reaſoning, and reading of the 
Oaths to which it related, an Overture was given in for an 
additional Clauſe, .for explaining the Word Limitation, men- 
tioned in the Oath appointed to be taken by Stat, 13, m_ 


(bar) 


Anno” 5 Annz. III. ch. 6. as alſo an Overture for exempting Perſons in agy 
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The XXIIId 


Office or Employment in Scotland, from taking the Oath of 
Abjuration mentioned in the faid Article. A third Overture 
was given in for a Clauſe, © That ſo long as the AQ ap. 
pointing the ſacramental Teſt, ſhall continue in force in Bug. 
land, all Perſons in public Truſt within the Limits of Scot- 


land, ſhall ſwear, and ſign a Formula thereto ſabjoined, in 


manner, and under the Penalty therein mentioned. Aſter 


reading the ſaid three Overtures, and reaſoning thereon, a 
Vote was ſtated, Approve of the XXIId Article of Union as 


explained, or not. But before voting it was agreed, that 
notwithſtanding of the ſaid Vote, and that the Article ſhould 


thereby be approved, it ſhould. nevertheleſs be entire and free 


afterwards, to the Parliament to give their Sentiments thereon, 
And it being thereupon moved to delay the Vote for approv: 
ing the Article till next Sitting, a previous Vote was ſtated, 


Proceed, or delay, and it was carried Proceed. Then the 


Vote was put, Approve the XXIId Article as explained, or 


Article approv*d not, and it was carried Approve. 


On the 10th, after reading the Addreſs of Perth againſt 
an Union, in the Terms of the Articles, the Overture for 


exempting Perſons in any Office or Employment in Scotland, 


from taking the Oath of Abjuration mentioned in the XXIId 
Article of the Union, was again read, and after ſome Rea- 
ſoning thereon, the Overture was dropped. Then the Over. 
ture for an additional Clauſe to the ſaid XXIId Article, for 


explaining the Word Limitation, mentioned in the Oath ap- 


pointed to be taken by 13 V. III. cap. 6. was again read, 
ig. Like as it is declared, that by the Word Limitation, 
in the Oath mentioned in the above Article, is only under- 
ſtood, Entail of the Succeſſion, and not the Conditions of 
Government upon the Succeſſor ; and that all Perſons of 
Scotland, who may be liable to take the ſaid Oath, ſwear it 
in that Senſe only.” And, after reaſoning thereon, the Vote 
was put, Add the ſaid Cladſe, or not, and it was carried, not. 
Then the third Overture for a Clauſe to be added to the ſaid 
XXIId Article mentioned in the Minutes of the laſt Sitting, 
was again read in theſe Terms, And further, it is agreed, 
that ſo long as that Part of the zd Act, Auno 25. ch. 2d, 
appointing a ſacramental Teſt, ſhall ſtand, and continue in 
Force in England, all Perſons in public Truſt, civil or mili- 
tary, within the Limits of Scotland, ſhall ſwear and ſign the 
the Tormula under-written, within fix Months after the Com-- 
mencement of the Union: And all who ſhall be admitted to 


any public Truft thereafter, ſhall, before the'exercifing their 
ſaid Office of Truft, ſwear and ſubſcribe the ſame, to be ad- 


miniſtered by the Lords of the Privy Council, or any one of 
| them, 


| 


| 
ea 
them under the like Penalties and Diſabilities, as are pr6- A ano 
vided by the foreſaid AQ-made.in the Parliament of Salad 42 12855 5 
Here follows the Formula. I A. B. do ſiacerely and ſo WY WY 
lemaly declare, in the Preſence of God, that I own the Pre. 
byrerian Government of the Church, as by Law eſtabliſhed h 
in Scotland, to be a nal Government of the Church; and 
that I ſhall-never, directly nor indirectly, endeavour the Sub- 
verſion thereof, nor any Alteration in the Worſhip, Diſci- 
pline, o Government of the i ſaid Church, as by Law eſta- 
bliſned: 80 help me God.“ Aſter reaſoning thereon, the 
Vote Was put, Add the Clauſe, or not; and it was carried 
Not, by a Majority oi thirty - ſive Voices. Then the XXIIId 
Article of Union was read, and aſter rea ſoning thereon, the 
further Debate was adjourned till the i 3th, when an Over- 
| ture was given in, for adding a Clauſe thereto, in theſe Terme, 
: with: this expreſs. Proviſion, . That none of the Peers of 
Scotland hall have perſanal Protection within Scotland, for 
ä any Debt owing before the Commencement of the Union.“ 
As alſo another Overture fur adding a Clauſe, io theſe Terms, 
That all the Peers of that Part of Great Britain now cal - 
nion; have Right to ſit coveted in the Hauſe of Peers of 
Great Britain, notwithſtand ing that the Right te give Vote 
therein belongs only to the ſaid ſixteen Peers, who are to be 
ſummoned in the manner appointed by the preceding Arti- 
cle.“ Aſter reaſoning upon the ſaid two Overtures, and upon ' 
two ſeparate: Motions; the firſt-in relation to allowing all ke 
Peers of Scotland to ſit upon the Trial of the Peers of Bri- 
tain; and the other in relation to their Precedency accord- 
ing to their Patente z the Vote was ſtated in theſe Terms, 
Approve the XXIIId Artiele of Union, or alter, reſerving 
entire the Conſideration of the above two Overtures, and 
whether the ſame ſhall be added to the Article, and it was 
carried, Approve. Then the firſt Overture for the Clauſe, 
in relation to perſonal Protection, was again read; and after 
Debate, it was put to the Vote, Add the Clauſe, or not; and 
it was carried, Not. Aſterwards the ſecond Overture, or a 
Clauſe, in relation to all the Peers of Scotland, their fitting 
covered in the Houſe of; Peers of Great Britain was again 
read, and after reaſoning, the Vote was put, Add the Clauſe, 
or not, and it was carried, Not. 104. ets ee 
On the 14th the XXIVth Article was read, whereupon a an cafe 
Memorial was given from Zyon King of Arms, in relation nn. os in 
to his Precedency, which being read, efter reaſoning, it was the Bench of 
moved, that the Rank and 2 * King of Arms, Lyon King as 
be left to her Majeſty, and next to theſe. Words, in the ſaid Arms, &e. 
Article, wiz. ( And that the Quartering the Arms) _— 
Too in Words, 


"5 wan” FP” we 


wot: if Ao: 


(. 
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Anno 5 Annæ, Words, ix. Au ib Rank and Precedaney f Lyon (ang of 
An of ebe Kingdom. of Scutland, be added. And it being 
W ads moved; tHatzhis, Rank ſhould be likewiſe, inſerted-inhe 
; ſaid Article, 1d he immediately next after Gertdr principal 
King of Arin in England t Aſter Debate, it was put torthe 
Vote, Add the above Words, | That h Rant and Percha 
be left to her Majtſy, or inſert the Rank and Precedevcy, 
and it was enrried; the Wurd which being accordingly ad- 
ded, . there wartianother Clauſe offered to be added ta the 
XXIVth Article, w-ꝗu . And that the Crown, Scepter and 
Sword of State, Records / of Parliament, and all other R- 
cords, Rolls and Regiſters whatſdever, both public antlipri- 
vate, general and particular, and Warrants thereof, continue 
to be kept, as they ate, in that Part of the. united Kingdom, 
now called Schlamm and that they ſhall ſo remain in Limes 
coming. notwithitanding the Union. Which being read, 
"the ſame was agteed to be added and was accordingly ſub- 
The XXIVth Joined, and the Article as amemled, read over. Then the 
and XXVth Vote was put, Approve of the ſaid XXIVth Artiele, as 
Articles appro- amended or abt, and it was carried Approve. The XX Vih 
ved. Article of Union being read ; aſter reaſoning thereon; the 
Vote was put, Approve of che XX Vth Article, or not, and 
| it Was carried Apple 
Ad of Rag. Next Day che Draught of an AR, -ratifying: and-approv- 
cation read. Ig the Treaty of Union of the two Kingdoms of Scotland 
Motion to o- and England, was given in, and offered to be read ; where- 
weed fit tothe upon it was moved that the Purljiament ſnould firſt proceed, 
Conſtitution of tõ the Conſtitution of the manner: of electing the Repreſents. 
electing Mem- « tives for Stot land to the Parliament of Great. Britais, and ei- 
dens. ther now to determine that Matter or to! appoint as «x 
that end. After Debate che Vote was ſlated, Pr to 
the. Ratification of the Treaty vf Union, and act for Security 
of the Proteſtant Religion, and Pre fbyterian Chutch-Go- 
vernment, or to the Conſtitution-of the Manner of electing 
- the Repreſentatives for Scotland to the Parliament of Great- 
Britain: Bur before voting, it was agreed, that in caſe it ſhould 
be carried to proceed to the Ratiſication, the Parliament 
Would ' immediately, after paſſing the Act of Ratification, 
proceed to the Conſtitution of the Mminer of electing the 
Vebich is over- Repreſentatives for Scotland. Then the Vote was put, Pro- 
„ favour” ceed tö the -Ratifieation or Cotiſtithtiong and it was carried 
8 Ratificae Ririficition's After which the Draught of the Act, ratify- 
Ang. approving, and at length, narrating the Articles of U- 
o nion, as enlarged, explained and amended, and the Act for 
Security of the Proteſtant Religion, and Preſbyterian Church 
Government was read; and after ſome Diſcourſe, à firlt 
teading marked thereon, On the 16th, the ſaid Act _ 
; rea 
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read à f. ond time ; and then the AR for Security of * 5 Anne, 
Prot Neligion, and Preſbyterian Chureh' Government, «F706; * "3A 
inſerted in, An ratified: by'that-'AR,” Was toadhied * with the / WS. 
Kea Scbprer, by "the Lord High” Comm) Höher. Imme- 7 the — 
diately — * this, the following e we Petition (erian Church 


were Preſen ted to the Houle : $ * Government 


The 7 e Figs of onal Ch Come of the yells. 
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HAT we, con the Trafrepoed in ws by en. 
 $-/<the late General Aſſe bly, find it our Daty to 5 & e. Dane. 
before your Grace and Lordſhipo, when, ale are informed, — ay of Scot · 
yon are abodt the paſſjng/of an Aa of Ratification of the Ar- land 
ticles of the Treaty df Vuiam betwixt the two Kingdoms of 
Scotland and England; uhieh contains theſe e Words; 


declarifig nevertheleſs; that the Parliament f may 
provide for the Security of the Church of ' Eng/and, as they | 
ſhall think'expedien, x6 talte place within _ Bounds of 
the ſaid Kingdom of: B3g###d;and not derogating ſrom the 
Security above provid; for eftabliſhing the husch of Sc.. 
land wichin the Bound of this Kin - which ſhall not Ways,” 
ſuſpend or derogate from the Force and Eſteckof this preſent 
— bur ſhall be underſtood as here included; with. 
out any Neceſſity of any new .Ratification in the Parliament 
of Scotland > Which Clauſe ſeems to us, not only to be a 
Blank, put; with your! Grace and Lordſhip's Conſent, in the 
Hands of the Parliament of Fegland, to'enaRt what they ſhall 
think fit, for ſecuri 'Hierarchy and Ceremonies of their 
Church: Bat alſo toc that it be an Articie and Fun- 
damwiatab of the Unions und as ir is contained in your Rati- 
ficati@"eannor:but imply” a maniſeſt Homologation. 2 
therefore humb! befeech your Grace hd Lordſhips, 
Ve, there be no 9 or Conſent for the Els. 


bliſhment of that Hierarc ; And Ceremonies, as you would 
not ene yourſelves at d "this Nati 107 10 id Gu t, and as 


you. conſult the Peace 100 Ho of this Nation, both in 


Church and State. We 'pray, that G. may bleſs and 
10 iy gracious Queen, and direct your Grace and 
Lord ſhip 8 in this, an all the great at and e Affairs, 


which, are, er may. be before you. 


Signed in uche Name, in the Preſence,. and atth the . 
of pop Com iſſian of the fave General Aſſembly, by _ 


Sic Jubſeribitur © © Will: Wiſhart, Moderator. 


Anno 5 Anne, Aſter reaſoning. upon the Act and Repreſentation, the Voss 
3706 was ſlated, Approve the Act, or not: But before voting, it 
| was agreed, that the Votes be mark'd, and the Chancellor: 
allowed to be marked, as an Approver, At the.ſame. Tithe, 
the Duke of Douglas gave in a Proteſtation for his, Privi- 
lege of the firſt Vote In Parliament, and took Inſtruments 
q , thereon ;' and the Duke of Hamillon gave in alſo u mea uf 
The At of tion to the contrary. Then the Vote was pat, Approve the 
paſt, Act, ratifying and approving the Treaty of Union of the 
. two Kingdoms of Scotland and England, yea or not; and ic 
was carried Approve, by a Majority of 110 Voices, againſt 69, 
. , and then the Act was touched with the Royal Sceptet by 
her Majeſty's High Commiſſioner in the uſual Manner. 
The next Bufineſs the Scorch Parliament went upon, was 
the preparing an Act for the ſettling the manner — eleding 
the ſixteen Peers, and ſorty ſive Commoners, to repreſent 
Scotland in the Parliament of Great Britain, which was de- 
bated in the Sittings of the 40th, 1ſt, 224, zath, ayth, 
28th, 29th, and 3 iſt inſtant. On the 22d, an Overture re- 
lating to the ways of electing the Repreſentatives for Bont. 
11 gland. to the Parliament of Great Britain, was read. And 
electing Repre. after reaſoning thereon, the Vote was put. Whether the 16 
ſentatives of Peers, who were to be Repreſentatives for Scotland, in the 
Scotland ſettled. Parliament of Great · Britain, ſhould be ſent by Rotation or 
| Election; and it was carried, by Election. Thea it - was 
moved, that it be conſidered, what way the Election ſhould . 
be, whether by balloting, or by an open Election; And 
after Debate thereon, the Vote was put, Whether it ſhall 
be by open Election, or balloting; and it was carried 
by open Election. The 24th it was debated what Propor 
tions the Shires and Boroughs ſhonld have, of the 45 Mem- 
bers that were to fit in the Houſe of Commons a Nas 
Britain. And it being propoſed, that 30 ſhould be the 
Number for the Shires, and 15 the Number for the Boroughs, 
it was put to the Vote, and carried Appro ve. 
The 29th, a Vote was put, if the Burgh of Edinbaigb, 
by itſelf, ſhould have one Repreſentative or not, and it was 
carried one. Then a Scheme dividing the 05 into 15 
Diſtricts, each of which Diſtris was to have one Repreſen- 
tative, was given in, and read as ſollows: The Burgbs of 
Airt wal. Niet, Dornoc i, Lingæval and Jain, one; Fortroſi, 
Inverneſs, Nairn and Forres, one; Elgin, Cullen, Bamf, la- 
verury and Kintore, one; Aberdeen, Berwie, Montroſs, Aber. 
brothock and Breichin, one; Forſar, Perth, Dundee,” Cowper 
and St. Andrequr, one; Cryll, Kilreany, Anſtrutbers eqfter 
and weſter, and Pitenween, one; Dyſart, Kirkaldy, Kinghorne 
and brunt Iſland, one; Inverkeath, Dumferling, Queen's 
= | Me | ferry, 


Merth, Barwick, Dunbar. Lauder a nd 45 one & Selkirk, 


| mittee to "Nate the ſame'as ſuch. 


ments. See CHANDLER? 


48 


1, and gurl dne; | Glaſcow 5 2 "Rather: Aung „ 
Jumbarton, 7 5 bus os * ade ton, 1 "I 


fe erty, Coles 
glen and 


4 


Pebles,, Linlithgow, a ay 2 e Dunfritt, digbuar, 


Anan, Lochm 7 aj Kircubright, one; Wietoun, New- 
Galloway Whit and Stranraw en, one 3 Aire, TOW, 
Rothſey, Cambleton and broeraty, one. 


This Vote being put, the Scheme was carried, and che 
Parliament, on the laſt of this Month, took into Conſidera- 
tion a Motion for allowing che Expence to the Com miſ- Scotch ommiſ - 
ſioners for the Union, and it was Reſolved, that each Noble. fioners, &c. vo- 
man concerned ſhould have 12000 /. Scorch, and every other 
6000 ; their Secretary 43067: eh three Ac- 
comptants 2400 J. each, out of the 5 5 pari paſſu, 
with puhlig Debte, after the African Compan t before 
voting, the Voter were ordered to be printed, . kd Uh he Lord 
Arthibi Campbel, + the made Fart! of Wha, Was allowed 
his Expences as a Nobleman : It was- alſo carri that the 
Commiſſioners for the Treaty in 1702, ſhould © allowed 
for their Expences, each Nob!eman * Sterlin — 
Baron 300 /. and each Borough 200 J. and the 
was declared to be a public Debt, and referred to . 
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ECA U 4 we think the n main „ Queſtion Mould have 
B deen put and paſſed in the Affirmative; ſince every 
Lord who Folke in the Debate agreed, that it was ſtrictly 
true; and we do not apprehend the leaſt Inconvenience 
could poſſibly have ariſen from it; but on the contrary, that 
the ſtating of the Fact of the manifeſt Infraction of the 
9 — was 4 neceſſary Foundation for the * 
| vice 
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| Anno 14 Geo. Advice of this Ho Houſe tohis M „Which Advice we. thi 
VI. .x740- the more \neceflary, ſince we 75 convinced by 34 

A ence of many Years, that the Councils of oy 1 
__ © © tion, far from procuring any 8 or Satisfat 
the Inſults and Injuries this Nation has received, hare a mly 
expoſed it ic further Diſhonour an Contempt. tots 


Cheſterfield, Maſham, Carteret, Herb, Foley, Lache 
Suffolk, Boyle, Shafteſbury, Coventry, Cobbam, $tanbepe, 
Northampton, Strafford, v* gy ford, a. 
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My Loans, - TR 8 
F * E preſent, Queſtion is of i great 105 ortan 
1 4 that every Lord in this H e co, th L 
clare his Opinion with the ſame Sincerity, with the fame ſame 
Unreſervedneſs, which I think is my .indiſpenſ; able D uty to 
uſe, when I lay my poor Thoughy before your Lordthips, 
I. my Lords, have no View in ſpeaking upon open RNs Aﬀates ; 
but to do that Service to my Maſter and my Country, that 1 
think every Lord in this Houſe ought to aim at, without re- 
garding who takes his honeſt Endeavours amiſs. For my 
own Part, my Lords, I have, ever ſince I had the Honour to 
fit in this Houſe, ſpoke my. Mind with equal Freedom upon 
all Occaſtons, and will continue to do it the more fiacerely, 
as I have neither Hopes nor Fears from this Adminiftration, 
and as few from the next: and, my Lords, ſo yoid is my Breaſt 
of all partial Conſideration %. of all intereſted. Views, that I 
don't care if all my Thoughts were read at Charing-Crof; all 
my Ambition being to be N a. Man who peaks on ; 
acis as he thinks; and, my Lords, it has been long my 
nion, that by ſuch a Conduct a Man may even force the . 
teem of his Enemies. 

* I, my Lords, have lived long enough i in the World, to 
be able to compare the once flouriſhing State of this Country 
with its preſent melancholy Situation; I have ſeen, my 
Lords, a Time when Great Britais was. glorious, — 
ant, and terrible Abroad; her Government loved, ref 
and envy'd at Home; when her Enmity was dreaded, a 
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"Alliance yas coartes. ,. ls there a SubjeR. in this As db G. 
— my 2 refle& that theſe were once II. x74 
the happy this! Coutury, and yet fees the DAL 
. Akeration which a few Years have made, who 
will not feel a ſenſible Concern, upon the Compariſon, how- 
ever Sell · Interoſt may alleviate his Grief ?)I know, my Lords, 
what has bern ſaid in Favour of thoſe who have been 1 
Inſtruments. of bringing thie aelancholy Change about 
know it hay: been attributed to Fortune, and to unforeſeen 
Cauſes. My Lords, Im very ſenſible that Fortune has very 
often a very great; Hand in Public Events, and that a Nation 
may ſuffer a great deal from Eyents, that no Human Foreſight 
could guard but I am far from yhinking 
that this has been our Caſe. I m apt to believe, m Lords, 
that Fortune: bas been fave able to us, and ted us 
with many of railing the Honour and Intereſt 
of this Nation to as high à Pitch us ever, even while they 
have been ſuffering the moſt, but that theſe, Opporeaities 
have been all wanton)y lighted. and neglected. It is, my 
Lords, I am afraid, owing to a long Series of MifcondoR, to 
a long Train of weak Meaſures, — and unnatural 
Ex pedients, and not to Fortune, that this Nation has ſuffered 
ſo much in her Character and Intereſt in all the Courts of 
Eure. A very flight Review, my Lords, of our Conduct ; 
for ſome Vears paſt, may convince any Man of this Truth. 
The Treaty of Utrecht, my Lords, is a Meaſure that we 
have been often told is the Source of all thoſe Inconſiſtencies 
that appear in our Conduct for theſe laſt five. and twen 
Years, My Lords, I had the Honour of fitting in this Ho 
at that Time, and to have ſome Share in the Succeſſes that 
might have entitled us to a much better Treaty; Lam very 
ſenſible it was not a good Treaty 3, and when, it came to be 
conſidered by the Houſe, u Lord ſpoke: with greater Free- 
dom on that Occaſion. than I did. At tbe ſame time, my 
Lords, my Oppoſition to that Treaty could not proceed 
from au Diſſatisfaction, from any III - will, that I could bear 
to thoſe! WhO concluded it. I lived on good Terms, ; nay, 
had perſonal Friendſhips. with ſeveral who had a. large Share 
in the Negotiations that brought it about; but I oppoſed it 
becauſe I thought ĩt might have been better, and becauſe it | 
gave up many n that we might -bave then juſtly _ 
claimed. But, my bad as it was, I don't think you 
have * a better ſince : and had even the Advantages 
which the Nation gained by the Treaty of Utrecht been im- 8 
proved by:the next Minitry, had they made a right Uſe of 
theit Power in cementing the. ſhort-lived Miſanderfiandings 
that ſoon alder broke out among our Allies, aud thus de- 
priving 
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Anno 14 Geo. priviog Frence of all the Meant of retrieving her Power 
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Power in Europe fince-you' enter'd' into this War? or 
there any Appearance of their declaring in ybur Favour ? 
Having ſaid thus mach, my Lords, 2 — 
State of the Nation at this Time, I ſhalt now / trou — 
Lordſhips with my Opinjon as to this particulsf Queiion. 
And here, my Lords, I cannot help declaring, that I think 
the Words. of the Queſtion are extremely proper, and that 
it is very becoming your Lordſhips' Wiſdom and Dignity, 
while you have the State of the Nation under your Cook: 
deration; to enquire into the 'Particuiars which this'Refolu- 
tion comprehends. It conſiſts, my Lords, of two plain un- 
deniable Facts, and one Conſequence; therefore I -canndt 
ſee the leaſt Grounds for ſuppoſing with a noble Lord who 
has ſpoken in this Debate; that our agreeing to the Reſolu« 
tion can ever reflect the leaſt Diſhonour upon the glorious 
Succeſs at Porto-. Bello, or that it is a Cenſure upon the Con- 
gratulations which have been preſented already to his 
Majeſty on that account. My Lords, Truth will be Truth, 
whatever Gloſſes are made to diſguiſe it, and whatever At- 
tempts are made to pervert it. The preſent Queſtion con - 
tairis nothing but what every Lord muſt admit of. The 
Parts of Which it conſiſts, are no way e e 
| $ ; K 80 ems 15 £493 1271 | 
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be underſtwod by every body who takes the Pains to con- Aue 44 Ges, 
fider the Fact: which, my Lords, is, that, if Admiral Yer II. 2 
ou had been furniſh'd with a proper Body of Land- Forces, 
the taking of : Porto: Beli might have been render'd not only 
more certain and inſallible, but have been attended with 
greater Com ſequences to the Nation. My Lords, the noble 
Lord who made the Motion gave your Lordſhips no ground 
for thinking that he meant à Scriptural Infallibility, ſuch an 
Infallibility as the Church of Nome veſts in her "Popes; by 
the Words certain and infallible contain'd in this Motion; 
no, my Lords, as I underſtand the Words of the Reſolut ion, 
they mean no more, than that if Admiral Vernon had been 
furniſh'd with Land Forces, it was fifty thouſand to one if he 
had fail'd in his Attack upon Porto- Belle; whereas there 
were many Chances to one againſt his'Succeſs, as he was not 
furniſtid with them. The Werds certain and infallible, 
therefore, are here put in Oppoſition to the Precariouſneſs and 
Uncertainty he was under in making ſuch an Attack with ſo 
£ trifling a Number. For, my Lords, give me leave to ſay it, 
| had the Spamiards behav'd with Reſolution, had they defend- 
ed the Place as wel} as its Fortifications might have admitted 
of, Admiral Vernon could not have fucceeded. And as it was, 
my Lords, nothing but his own Intrepidity and good Conduct 
cou'd Mane SPIE his Ships coming very indifferently off; 
but he ated with the Reſolution that became an Engliſh Ad- 
miral; he ſaid, he cou'd take the Place, and he would take 
it; and, my Lords, it was'owing to him, and him only, that 
it was taken: For it appears that his Ship did all the Damage 
to the Spaniards. Now, my Lords, can any Lord doubt, 
that if Admiral Vernon had been properly ſupported by a 
ſufficient Body of Land Forces, that he might not have 
attempted greater Matters than the taking and demoliſhing 
of Porta Bello ? | „55 a oe 
Having ſaid thus much, my Lords, in Defence of the 
Facts contain'd in the Queſtion, I come now to the Conſe- 
quence, which I ſuppoſe to have been that Part of the Mo- 
tion that has given Riſe to all this Debate. - This Conſe- 
quence, my Lords, is, that the not ſending Land- Forces 
with Mr. Vernon was a Piece of Miſmanagement in the 
proſecuting this juſt and neceſſary War, My Lords, who 
doubts that it was? A noble Lord, who ſpoke firſt in the 
Debate, was pleas'd to ſay, that a great many wang, were 
neceſſary to be provided, in order to embark any Number 
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of Land Forces for ſo diſtant a Voyage. My Lords, it is 
nc a long Time fince I ſerv'd, and it is poſſible that at my 
Years I may have forgot a good deal ; but, my Lords, I 
hope, that what I have forgot is amply ſupply'd by the Ex- 
perience and Capacity of my Cotempotaries and Fe'low- 
Officers, and that they I of them, my Lords, fit. 4 
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nno 14 Geo. this Houſe) will ſet me right if L ſhould miſtake in any 


Point. My Lords, I have been a little uſed to Embarkations, 


LV IL and I do agree with the, noble Lord, that the Embarkation 


of Troops is a very tedious and difficult Matter. But your 
Lordſhips will be pleas'd to obſerve one Diſtinction which 
the noble Lord did not make; and that is, my Lords, that 
there is a great Difference betwixt embarking: Horſe and 
Foot. I have bad Experience of both, and it certainly is no 
eaſy Matter to embark any Number of Horſe ; but, my Lords, 
it is by no means ſo difficult a Matter to embark. five or fix, 
or eight thouſand Foot. And had ſuch a Number been em- 
bark'd at the Time when the Troops were brought over from 
Treland, my Lords, I make no doubt but by this Time we 
might have been in the Poſſeſſion of a Place in the Weſt. 
Indies, which might have paid us for all the Expence of this 
War, had we kept it. The taking of Porto-Belio, my Lords, 
was a brave Action; it ſhew'd what an Exgliſb Squadron, if 
rightly commanded, can do; but had Mr, Vernon been at that 
time furniſhed with a proper Body of Land- Forces, I don't 
know how far he might have carried his Conqueits. Com- 
mon Fame reports, that he is now before Carthagena, and [ 
wiſh him all the Succeſs which his Bravery and Conduct de- 
ſerve: But does apy Lord here doubt, that if at this time, ſup- 
poſing him to be before Carthagena, he had eight or ten Bat- 
talions along with him, that he might not promiſe himſelf a 
much more certain and eaſy Conqueſt? Had he eight or ten 
Battalions on board. my Lords, might he not attempt a Conqueſt 
of more Importance to this Nation than even that of Cartha- 
gena itſelf, My Lords, I ſpeak of theſe things according to the 
Light in which they appear to me: What private Reaſons 
there might be for not ſending Land Forces along with that 
Admiral, I ſhall not pretend to account for; becauſe I am no 
otherwiſe acquainted with the public T'ranſaCtions, than all the 
good People of Eng/and either are or may be, La 

« A noble Duke, who has ſpoke in this Debate, has ſaid, 


that the Seaſon of the Year is to be conſidered, and that the 


ſending Troops into America at certain Seaſons is attended 
with the worſt Conſequences to the Perſons of the Men. My 
Lords, I am extremely ſenſible of that: and know, that if you 
ſend Men from this Kingdom at ſuch a Seaſon, as that they 
mult land in America during the unwholeſome Months, you 
ſend them to their Death. For which Reaſon, my Lords, 
when J heard a great deal of Talk about an Expedition, and 
that we were to ſend over ten or twelve thouſand Men to Ame- 
rica, in order to take tne Havanna, or ſome im portant Place 
from the Spaniards, I thought it was a very right Meaſure : 
But when J heard, that the Troops deſigned: for that Expedi- 
tion, were to be ſent off from Britain about the End of Febry- 
#7, or the Beginning of March, I faid that it was _—_— 
| an 
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and that they muſt land in America at the very Time when the Anh 14 Ces. 


violent“ Heats and Unwholeſomneſs of the Climate muſt kill, 
at leaſt; une half of them. Therefore, my Lords, I was very 
glad to hear that this Expedition was delay'd to'a more pro- 
per Opportunity. But, my Lords, when Admiral Vernon fail'd 
from hence, it was the propereſt Seaſon in all the Year for ſend- 
ing Men over to Anerica; ſor they muſt have landed there at 
the beſt Time and in the mildeſt Seaſon of all the Vear; ſo that 
no Objection of that kind can be brought againſt our not ſend- 
ing Land- Forees with Mr. Vernon. As we did net think pro- 
per to ſend them at that time, my Lords, we loſt that Year ; 
and if we ſhe!] let the approaching Seafon paſs without ſend: 
ing out the Troops deſigned for the Expedition that is ſo 
much talked of, we muſt loſe another Year, and ſo give the 
Spaniards more Time for fortifying and putting themſelves 
upon their Guard. 'So that, my Lords, I take it this is a plain 
Argument why we ought to agree to this Reſolution; for if 
we kgew at the Time of Mr. Ver non's ſailing from hence, that 
we muſt loſe another Year, in caſe we did not ſend the Land- 
Forces then ; to be ſure, they who were in the Direction of 
Affairs were the more inexcuſable, as they brought another 
Year's Expences upon the Back of the Nation, which is ſo 
little able to bear it. For, my Lords, it is there that we can 
moſt effectually diſtreſs them; it is there that their moſt ſen- 
ſible Parts lie; and it is only by attack ing them there, that we 
can ever hope to get out of this War with Honour and Ad- 

vantage. re Wd? 1 5 
The ſame noble Duke was pleaſed to aſſert, that all had been 
done that was to be expected on the Coaſt of Old Spain, where 
we have had a ſtrong Squadron lying for near two Years paſt. 
All has been done, my Lords! What ſingle Thing has been 
done, (except the taking a Ship or two) that could make the 
Spaniards feel that you had a Squadron there? And, my Lords, 
give me leave to fay, a Squadron fitted our at a vaſt Expence 
to this Nation; it conſiſted of more and better Ships than 
even Sir Jobn Jennings, who will always be remembered on 
thoſe Seas to his immortal Honour, ever had the Command o“. 
It was a ſtronger Fleet, my Lords, than ever was given to 
Sir John Norris, who certainly, in his Way as a Sea- Officer, 
is ſuperior to any Man in Europe. My Lords, I think the Ser- 
vice upon which Mr. Haddock was ſent deſerved to have been 
committed to one of your Admirals, the beſt and ableſt Offi- 
cer in his Majeſty's Service; I ſay this, my Lords, without 
any Intention to reflect upon any Gentleman who has the 
Honour to ſerve his Majeſty as a Sea- Officer; | have a great 
Eſteem for all, and no Exceptions to any of them: But, my 
Lords, as our Reputation was beyond all things to be regard- 
ed, eſpecially at the Beginning of this War, I think we ought 
to have employed tholeWho had Rank and Standing 1 1 
| cet 
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Anno 14 Gee: Fleet, befides Courage, which every Man is ſuppoſed to have ; 


and this would have, perhaps, given the Spaniard; to under- 


and that we were in Earneſt, as much as any thing, ene 


ſome vigorous Stroke. fort dats ag; EW x 

* But, my Lords, give me leave toaſk what has this great 
Fleet done? What Return has the Nation had for all the im- 
menſe Expences ſhe has been at in-fitting it out? Has it done 
any thing to retrieve your Honour? any thing to revenge your 
Wrongs? any thing that may anfwer the great and neceſſary 
Purpoſes for which this War was enter'd into? No; the 
Trade of the Nation has ſuffer'd vaſtly in thoſe very Seas where 
this Fleet lay. The Spaniards have indeed been prevented 


from ſend ing out their Ships; but at the ſame Time they have 


got a great many. ſafely home, notwithſtanding the Vigilance 
of this Fleet of ours. There has nothing been done, my 
Lords; and will any Man ſay that nothing was to be done? 
Unexperienc'd as I am in naval Affairs, I could point out ſe- 
veral things that might have been done, beſides blocking their 
Ships up in the Bay of  Cales _ rf Ang” 
And here, my Lords, I muſt beg your Lordſhips Indul- 
gence a little, if I give the Houſe my Sentiments with Re- 
gard to that favourite Piece of Service, I mean the blecking 
ap the Spaniſh Fleet in the Bay of Cales. I know I am fin+ 
gular in my Opinion on that Head, and I don't expect that 
many Lords will be of my Way of Thinking in this Partieu- 
lar; but, my Lords, I think it was a very uſeleſs, ill jadg'd 
Piece of Service: It was a Piece of Service that this Nation 
had much better been without. I am forry, my Lords, that I 
differ with thoſe who gave the Orders in this Reſpect; but I 


think it had been much better that the Spaniſb Fleet had ſail'd. 


For, my Lords, if it had fail'd; we could have followed them 
o America, perhaps overtaken them at open Sea; in any 
Event we muſt have met with them in their Meß. Indies ; and 
then, my Lords, we could have deſtroyed or taken them, 
which would have been a brave and a ſeaſonable Piece of Ser- 
vice to the Nation. Nay, my Lords, if we had had a proper Land- 
Force on board, we could at the ſame time bave made other 
Puſhes, which could not have failed of being of vaſt. Advan- 
tage to this Nation, and putting the Differences betwixt us 
and Spain upon a very ſhort !lue. 

But, my Lorde, to what purpoſe has this Fleet been block - 
ing up the San; Ships all this time in their Harbour? If I 
am rightly informed, or if I am to give any Credit to what is 
very pub'icly taik'd, that Service has been ineffeQual ; for the 


Spaniſh Ships have eſenped. So that, my Lords, we have for 


tuo Years, at a vail Expence, been endeavouring to do what 
we find turns out to no manner of Account, while there were 
many Services which that Fleet might have performed, that 
mult have put ak end to.the War in our Favour before * . — 

g now 


(Chr) | 
I know; my Lords, it was given out that Pere-Mabox was in Au 4% OD 
Danger, and that our Admiral has failed to prevent any Sur- II. 274% 
prize from that Quarter; but when I reflect upon the long 
time he has now been at Sea, and the Nature of the 8a where 
he has been lying, I doubt bis Ships have been ſo dreadfully 
out of order, that he has been obliged: to leave his Station. 
From what I have faid;; your Lordſhips may fee that it is evi- 
dent, the War on that Quarter has been very. ill managed, and 
Fortume is not to blame; ſur we have met with no croſs Ac- 
cidents, no Loſſes, that have diſabled us from performing Ser- 
vices that might have been ſolid and laſting Advantages to the 
Nation, beſides ſuving the vaſt Sums that we have been obliged 
to expend. I ſhall not, my Lords, pretend to point out by whoſe 
Fault all this has happen d. I know Admiral Haddock to be a 
very brave, worthy Man, and one who I am ſare would, as far as 
the Force he had with bim could reach, perſorm any Piece of 
Ser vice for the Honour of his King and Country, that he was 
ſent out on: In ſhort, my _— I know: him to be a Man, who, 
as a Sea. Officer, has every uality, 2 that of great 
Experience in great Command. Joe all the — 
Lords, when I reflect upon the unactive State he has been in 
ever ſince he ſailed from Fla; when at the ſame Time I 
reflect upon the great Services which it was in his Power to have 
perform'd, I cannot in Charity but doubt that his Inſtructions 
bound up his Hands. There is not, my Lords, a common Sailor 
that won't tell you, if you ask him, that fifty Things might 
have been done to annoy the Spznrards upon thoſe very Seas. 
Having ſaid this much with regard to Admiral Haddcl, 
and what has been done in tbe Mediterranean, I ſhall now 
take the Liberty to make ſome Obſervations upon what 
2 noble Duke has ſaid ina Excuſe for our not ſending a 
ſufficient Number of Troops to the Weft-Hrdtes. His 
Grace took. Notice, that when Mr. /ernon failed, the Bat- 
talions from /re/andhad been arrived but two Days, and there- 
fore that they were in a very bad Condition to be ſhipped on 
boird for ſuch a Voyage. It is very true, my Lords, that it 
mult have have been impracticable to have ſent theſe Troops 
on board at that Time. But what I would be informed of 
is, Why thoſe Troops from Ireland were not ſooner brought 
over? Can it be pretended, that it was uncertain we ſhould 
enter into a War with Spaiz before that Time? My Lords, I 
appeal to the Papers upon your Lordſhips Table, to prove, 
that, even in the Opinion of our Miniltry, the War was theo 
inevitable, I appeal to what paſſed in this very Houſe, when 
ſeveral Lords, who certainly knew a great deal of what was 
paſſing at that Time, declared, that all Speaking and Treating 
was now at an end, and that then was the Time for Acting. 
But, my Lords, where could the Harm have been, if, Rn 
even. the Suſpicion that the Nation was to enter into a Mar, 
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Anno:44 Geo. theſe Troops had been brought fromiJreland ? My Lordi, 
II. Ne. the very Letters. which Gera/dizo wrote up and down: this 
Kingdom before he went away, don't leave. us the lenſt room 
to queſtion, but that the Miniſtry, long before n e 
knew that a Rupture with Spain was unavoid able. 
My Lords, I come now to ſpeak a little with ond to 
the Management of our Affairs at Land, the Element to which 
my Services have been moſtly confined. And here, my Lords, 
give me Leave to ſay, that I muſt give up all Pretenſions to 
common Senſe, if there have not deen many wrong — 
taken in the Affairs of the Army, ſo far as appears to me, 
ſince our entering into this War. Lam glad of this Oppor- 
tunity of diſclaiming my having any hand in ſuch a Conduct, 
as I every Day obſerve; if they Who give the Orders ſhall 
reap any Honour from their Management, I ſhall rob them of 
no Share of it. and I wiſh them much Joy in it 3 but at the 
ſame time, , while that I renounce the Honour, I refuſe to 
have any Part of the Diſcredit that may ariſe from the preſent 
Meaſures that are purſued. The noble Duke who ſpoke in 
the Debate, ſaid, that he ſhould have looked upon himſelf as 
E | a Traitor to his Prince, if he had adviſed him to any other 
$ Meaſures than what have been purſued. My Lords, there 
: the noble Duke and I widely differ: Had I had the Honour to 
have adviſed his Majeſty, I ſhould have. been clearly of Opi- 
nion, that a Body of 6 or 8000 Men ſhould have been ſent out 
with Mr. Vernon, and thoſe too of the belt Troops we have. It 
was owing to Mr. Vernon's Courage, my Lords, that he ſuc- 
ceeded as he did, and he has been nobly rewarded : He has, 
(- my Lords, had the very ſame Reward that was beſtowed upon 
the late Duke of Marlborough upon the Victories of Hochfed, 
Ramellies, and Malplaguet; and that is, the Addreſſes of both 
Houſes of Parliament, and of the City of London, congratu- 
lating his Majeſty upon his Succeſs. So that there cannot, 
my Lords, be greater Honeurs done to a Subject, than what 
has on this Occaſion been done to that brave, honeſt Man 
Mr. Vernon; that is the greateſt Character that I can give any 
Man; and that Character I know he deſerves. But, my 
Lords, no Officer in the King's Service has for ſome Years 
paſt made ſo little a Figure in his Way, as this gallant Admi- 
ral has done. I cannot fay what this is owing to; but his 
preſent Glory makes him ample Amends for all his late Ob- 
ſcurity. And, my Lords, give me Leave here to obſerve, 
what a vaſt Encouragement i it is for all his Majeſty's Officers 
to do their Duty, when they reflect, that their Succeſs pro- 
cures them the greateſt Rewards and Honours. 
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* My Lords, Iam far from believing the Gentlemen of the 
Navy, when they tell us, that their Ships are a ſufficient Guard 
y to 
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to our Coaſts, and that we can by means of them prevent all Aung 


Invaſions. I do admit, my Lords, that the French may take II. 4 


an Opportunity to throw over 10 or 12000 Men bee and 
chat our Ships can't prevent their Landing; but, my Lords, 
tho' we had ſent out ten Battalions with Mr. Vernon, we ſtill 
had 18,000 Men left to guard the Nation ; and theſe muſt 
have been an Over-match for any Number of Men the French 
could have landed here. All the Number, my Lords, which 


they can throw over to this Country, before' our Fleet can 


come to our Aſſiſtance, are ſo inconſiderable, that their Land- 
ing would deſerve the Name of a Surprixe, rather than of an 
Invaſion.” ; , > | $ B 3 
Loet us ſuppoſe the worſt, my Lords, and that we had been 
invaded with a greater Number, our 18, 00 Men muſt fill 
have made Head againſt them; and I dare ſay, it could have 
been no difficult Thing for the Government to have raiſed Re- 
cruits as many as they could have Occafion for. __ - 

< -But, my Lords, I cannot for my Life conceive what ſhould 
tempt France to invade you; ſhe has at the Head of her Coun- 
cils a Minifter who knows how to make'Peace, and how to 
make War, and both equally to the Honour of his Country. 
If that Miniſter, my Lords, entertains any Deſigns to the 
Prejudice of this Nation, he will never invade us while he has 
us in the very Situation he could wiſh for. We are now pay- 
ing great Fleets, great Armies, my Lords; we have been 
paying them for ſome Years paſt, and all to no Purpoſe. This 
plays the Game of France, if ſhe has a Deſign to break with 
you, more effectually than any Invaſion can do, while the 
Nation reaps no Advantage from the vaſt Expence ſhe is at. 
My Lords, I am afraid we are now ſuffering more, than if 
ſhe were actually at War with us: We, from Year to Year, 
keep up uſeleſs Armaments by Sea and Land, which muſt 
ruin our Finances; and Finances, my Lords, are the Blood 
and Sinews of War. | 

© The noble Duke took Notice, that our agreeing to this Reſo- 
lution looked like paſſing a Cenſure upon what we had already 
congratulated his Majeſty for. . No, my Lords, I ſee no Rea- 
ſon for viewing it in that Light. It is very poſſible, that this 
Houſe may approve of one Step, and diſapprove of the reſt, 
and I believe there are many Precedents of it. The noble 
Duke likewiſe ſaid, that the infamous Libels which are daily 
publiſhed againſt the Government, are a proper Conſideration 
for this Houſe, when we are upon the State of the Nation. 
My Lords, I have Occaſion to ſee a good many Papers wrote 


upon public Affairs upon both Sides of the Queſtion. My 


Opinion of them, my Lords, ie, that on one Side they are 
weak, ſcurrilous, void of Reaſoning, and never can be ac- 
cuſed of Wit: On the other Side, they are wrote with at leaſt 
a Shew of Reaſoning and Argument,and with a regard to good 


Senſe 


— 
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14 Geo. Senſe and good Manners. And, my Lords, it is notoriqus, 
. 1246, that in 75 rs of the former, ſome of the greateſt Cha · 
ande Nation have been attacked and blackened: 80 
Hs that an Enquiry of that kind would, I believe, come out no 
way in fayqurof thoſe who write for the Adminiſtration.. + 


Upon the whole, my Lords, I don't ſee the leaſt Incon- 
veniency that can attend your Lordſhips agreeing to the Reſo- 
lution: To me it contains nothing but a plain demonſtrable 

Fact; and all the Arguments I have heard againſt it have 
rathey confirmed me in favour of it. I ſee no Reaſon why 
your Lordſhips ſhould be in any pain about agreeing to a 
Thing that can affect but a very few, and may occaſion. the 
future Management of this War to be put upon a more ſure 
and advantageous Footing for this Nation than it has hitherto 
been. I am perſuaded, my Lords, that if the Thing that is 

- cenſured in this Reſolution had beep properly provided againſt, 
we ſhould have by this Time brought our Enemies very low, 
and have either obliged thoſe who are neutgr to be our very | 
Friends, or to declarg themſelves in ſuch a manner as 
might put us upon our Guard, and let us know what we are 
to expect. My Lords, I aſk your Lordſhips Pardon for hav- 
ing troubled you thus long, but I thought the Importance of 
the Occaſion required it. I ſhall conclude with declaring, 
that I am for agreeing to the Motion.” 3 
It was nevertheleſs carried in the Negative. 


Vol. I. P AGE 64, read Hutton. 221, Scroggs. 247. for 
8 Houſe read Throne. 33 2, in the Side Notes, read 
Meeting. 351, Decline. 354, read Ought not to be 
Vol. II. Page 21, in the Notes, read Su/þenffon. 125, for 
Negative, read Affirmative. 430, I. 23. after the 
Word Moleftation, read The Diſſenters aye fo far from 

enjoying the like Toleration, that, &c. | | 
Vor. V. Page 92, for Harrington, read Hinton, 
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